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THEODOR HERZL was bom on May 2, 1860 in Budapest, Hun-
gary, as the only son of a rich merchant. His mother, who adored him
and remained, until his death, the dominant influence on his personal
life, raised him to dream of himself as meant for great things. In the
milieu of his birth such ambitions implied a career devoted neither to
Jewish nor even to Hungarian interests. German was the dominant
culture of the Austro-Hungarian empire and of central Europe as a
whole, and the young Herzl, a voracious reader and adolescent poet,
was soon hoping for a literary career in that language.

Herzl received his preliminary education in a technical school and
high school in Budapest. When he was eighteen the family moved to
Vienna, after his sister had died of typhoid, and he enrolled in the law
faculty of the university. After gaining his doctorate in 1884, Herzl prac-
ticed for a year as a minor civil servant but soon gave up the law for
good to devote himself entirely to writing. With relative ease he won
regard as a feuilletonist (i.e., as familiar essayist, the favorite form of
central European journalism) and as a writer of light, fashionable
plays. In 1892 he was appointed to the staff of the Neue Freie Presse,
the most important Viennese newspaper, and later that year Herzl was
sent to Paris as its resident correspondent.

Herzl’s pre-Zionist writings were marked by a tone of brittle irony,
even by cynicism. The productions of these early years contained
scarcely a dozen lines of passing references to Jews. On the surface of
his consciousness Herzl held the conventional view of the westernized
Jewish intellectual in the late nineteenth century, that progress was on
the march for all mankind and that complete assimilation was both
desirable and inevitable. Nonetheless the emotional explosion that was
soon to take place in his life and result in his Zionism had its roots in
his earlier life and experience. His early Jewish education had indeed
been skimpy, but his grandfather, Simon Loeb, a friend and congre-
gant of Alkalai, had lived on to come to Budapest for his bar-mitzvah.
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While still at the university he had encountered anti-Semitism in its
new theoretical forms as racism in the writings of Eugen Diihring;
more personally, he had withdrawn from his fraternity because it had
taken part in a Wagner memorial meeting which had been trans-
formed into an anti-Semitic demonstration. When he arrived in Paris
anti-Semitism confronted him again, as a rising phenomenon of
French life. Edovard Drumont, the author of La France Juive, the
most notorious and successful of French anti-Jewish “classics,” had
just founded a newspaper and was attracting a noisy, though not yet
influential, circle of supporters. Herzl wrote a long account for his
Paper and suggested in his analytic comments that hatred of the Jew
was being used universally as a lightning rod to draw the revolutionary
ire of the masses away from the real woes of society.

The Jewish problem was now in the forefront of his attention. The
result of two years of pondering and intellectual and emotional zig-
zagging was a play, The New Ghetto. Its hero, Dr. Jacob Samuel, is
Herzl himself. Samuel dies in a duel, crying out that he wants to get
out, “out of the ghetto,” but in the course of the play Herzl had made
the point unmistakably that even the most assimilated of Jews are in
an invisible ghetto in a gentile world. He still believed in the possibility
of better understanding in the future between Jews and Churistians,
but these hopes were ended for him by the Dreyfus affair.

In 1894 Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish captain on duty with the French
General Staff, was accused of spying for Germany. It was Heizl's duty
as correspondent to provide his paper in Vienna with an account of
the trial of Dreyfus and its effect on the public life of France. He was
present at the Ecole Militaire at the famous dramatic scene when
Dreyfus was stripped of his epaulets and drummed out the gate in
disgrace. For Herzl this moment was a hammer blow, and the howling
of the mob outside the gates of the parade ground, shouting “a bas
les Juifs,” transformed him into the Zionist that he was to be.

In the early days of May 1895 Herzl requested an interview with
Baron Maurice de Hirsch, the founder of Jewish colonization in
Argentina, to interest him in his ideas of a Jewish national state. He
followed up that interview by sending de Hirsch a long letter on June
3, 1895, which is the first written statement of his views. Baron de
Hirsch was not receptive and Herzl was soon hoping that perhaps the
Rothschilds would listen to him. In five days of feverish writing he
poured into his diary a sixty-five page pamphlet—in effect an outline
of his Jewish State—which he entitled Address to the Rothschilds.
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There he wrote: “I have the solution to the Jewish question. I know
it sounds mad; and at the beginning I shall be called mad more than
once—until the truth of what I am saying is recognized in all its shatter-
ing force.” Finally, after much reworking and some difficulty in finding
a publisher, his Jewish State appeared in February 1896.

The last eight years of Herzl's life, even though he had to continue
to work as literary editor of the Neue Freie Presse in order to support
his family, were spent in feverish, superhuman Zionist activity. He
founded Die Welt, a weekly organ for the Zionist movement, even
before the first Zionist Congress convened in the summer of 18¢7, and
called it proudly a Judenblatt, a Jew’s sheet, the very term of derision
that was being used by anti-Semites against a number of liberal Euro-
pean newspapers that were owned by Jews (be it added, by highly
assimilated Jews, most of whom would mention Herzl in their papers
only to call him a madman and an adventurer). In August 1897 more
than two hundred delegates from all over the Jewish world answered
his call to come to Basel, Switzerland, to found the World Zionist
Organization. Here its purpose was proclaimed: “Zionism seeks to se-
cure for the Jewish people a publicly recognized, legally secured, home
in Palestine.” At succeeding Congresses, of which there were six in
Herzl's lifetime, all of the essential institutions and organizational
forms of the movement, as they exist to this day, were fashioned.

For Herzl, the most important aspect of his work was in diplomacy
—among others he negotiated with the Sultan of Turkey, Kaiser Wil-
helm, the King of Italy and Pope Pius X—but, ironically, his one
great success in the international arena almost wrecked the Zionist
movement. In 19go3 the British government offered him a large tract
of land in Uganda, East Africa, for a Jewish self-governing settlement.
Herzl proposed to the Congress of that year, the last one that he was
to attend, that the offer be accepted, not as a substitute for Zion, but as
a “temporary haven” (which seemed all the more urgently needed at
the moment because this was also the year of a brutal pogrom in
Kishinev, Russia). His authority won a bare victory for a vote to in-
vestigate Uganda, but the Zionists of Russia, led by the young Chaim
Weizmann, among others, lined up aganst lum. There were ng prac-
tical tesults from This offer because-itwas withdrawa-in-a-yearosso by
the British Government. The scenes of high drama which attended the
discussion are, however, of Crucial importance in the history of Zion-
sir-fortheyeTwas unalterably set on its devotion to a ternitorial state
m Zion, and only in Zion.

S —
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Wom out by his exertions Herzl died not far from Vienna on July 3,
1904. Forty-five years later, on August 17, 1949, an airplane flying the
blue-white flag of the new state of Israel brought his remains to the
country of which he was the principal architect.

FIRST ENTRY IN HIS DIARY (1895)

Shavuot,! 1895

I HAVE BEEN OCCUPIED for some time past with a work
which is of immeasurable greatness. I cannot tell today whether I shall
bring it to a close. 1t has the appearance of a gigantic dream, But for
days and weeks it has filled me, saturated even my subconsciousness;
it accompanies me wherever I go, broods above my ordinary daily con-
verse, looks over my shoulder and at my petty, comical journalistic
work, disturbs me, and intoxicates me.

What it will lead to it is impossible to surmise as yet. But my ex-
perience tells me that it is something marvelous, even as a dream, and
that I should write it down—if not as a memorial for mankind, then
for my own delight or meditation in later years. And perhaps for some-
thing between both these possibilities: for the enrichment of litera-
ture. If the romance does not become a fact, at least the fact can
become a romance. Title: The Promised Land!

THE JEWISH STATE (1896)

PREFACE

THE IDEA which I have developed in this pamphlet is an ancient
one: It is the restoration of the Jewish State.

The world resounds with clamor against the Jews, and this has re-
vived the dormant idea.
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I claim no new discoveries; let this be noted at once and throughout
my discussion. I have discovered neither the Jewish situation as it has
crystallized in history, nor the means to remedy it. The materials for
the structure I here sketch exist in reality, they are quite tangible; this
anyone can establish to his own satisfaction. Hence, if this attempt to
resolve the Jewish question is to be described by a single word, let it
be labeled not a “fantasy,” but at most a “construction.”

I'must first of all defend my sketch from being treated as “Utopian.”
To do this is simply to protect superficial critics from committing a
foolish error. Though, indeed, it would be no disgrace to have written
an idealist Utopia. And very likely I could also assure myself easier
literary success while avoiding all responsibility, if I were to offer this
plan in the form of romantic fiction to a public that seeks to be enter-
tained. But this is no amiable Utopia such as have been projected in
abundance before and since Sir Thomas More. And it seems to me
that the situation of the Jews in various lands is grave enough to make
quite superfluous any attention-getting tricks.

An interesting book, Freiland, by Dr. Theodor Hertzka,2 which
appeared a few years ago, may serve to illustrate the distinction I draw
between my construction and a Utopia. His is the ingenious inven-
tion of a modem mind thoroughly schooled in the principles of
political economy; it is as remote from actuality as the equatorial
mountain on which his dream state lies. “Freiland” is a complicated
mechanism with numerous cogs and wheels that even seem to mesh
well; but I have no reason whatever to believe that they can be set in
motion. Even if I were to see “Freiland societies” come into being, 1
should regard the whole thing as a joke.

The present scheme, on the other hand, involves the use of a motive
force which exists in reality. In view of my own limitations, I shall do
no more than suggest what cogs and wheels constitute the machinery
I propose, trusting that better mechanics than myself will be found to
carry the work out.

The decisive factor is our propelling force. And what is that force?
The plight of the Jews.

Who would dare to deny that this exists? We shall discuss it fully in
the chapter on the causes of anti-Semitism.

Now everyone knows how steam is generated by boiling water in
a kettle, but such steam only rattles the lid. The current Zionist proj-
ects and other associations to check anti-Semitism are teakettle
phenomena of this kind. But [ say that this force, if properly harnessed,
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is powerful enough to propel a large engine and to move passengers
and goods, let the engine have whatever form it may.

I'am profoundly convinced that I am right, though I doubt whether
I shall live to see myself proved so. Those who today inaugurate this
movement are unlikely to live to see its glorious culmination. But the
very inauguration is enough to inspire in them a high pride and the
joy of an inner liberation of their existence.

To avoid all suspicion of Utopianism, I shall also be very sparing of
picturesque details in my exposition. I expect, in any case, that un-
thinking scoffers will caricature my sketch in an attempt to vitiate the
whole idea. A Jew, of excellent judgment in other respects, to whom I
explained my plan, remarked that “It is the hallmark of Utopias to
present facets of the future as facts in present reality.” This is a mis-
take. Every finance minister bases his budget estimates on future
figures, and not only on projections of the actual average returns of
previous years, or on previous revenues in other states, but sometimes
on figures for which there is no precedent whatever; as, for example, in
instituting a new tax. Anyone who has examined a budget knows that
this is so. But is such a financial draft considered Utopian, even when
we know that the estimates will never be rigidly adhered to?

But I expect far more of my readers. I ask the cultivated men whom
I address to set aside many preconceptions. I shall even go so far as to
ask those Jews who have most earnestly tried to solve the Jewish ques-
tion to look upon their previous attempts as mistaken and impracti-
cable.

There is one danger I must guard against in the presentation of my
idea. If I am restrained in describing all these things that lie in the
future, I may appear to be doubting the possibility of their ever being
realized. If, on the other hand, 1 speak of them quite unreservedly
as realized, 1 may appear to be building castles in the air.

I therefore state, clearly and emphatically, that I believe in the
achievement of the idea, though I do not profess to have discovered
the shape it may ultimately take. The world needs the Jewish State;
therefore it will arise.

The plan would seem mad enough if a single individual were to
undertake it; but if many Jews simultaneously agree on it, it is entirely
reasonable, and its achievement presents no difficulties worth men-
tioning. The idea depends only on the number of its adherents. Per-
haps our ambitious young men, to whom every road of advancement
1s now closed, and for whom the Jewish State throws open a bright
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prospect of freedom, happiness, and honor—perhaps they will see to it
that this idea is spread.

I feel that with the publication of this pamphlet my own task is
done. I shall not again take up my pen unless the attacks of serious
opponents force me to do so, or it becomes necessary to meet objec-
tions and errors not already dealt with.

Is what I am saying not yet true? Am I ahead of time? Are the
sufferings of the Jews not yet acute enough? We shall see.

It depends on the Jews themselves whether this political document
remains for the present a political romance. If this generation is too
dull to understand it rightly, a future, finer, more advanced genera-
tion will arise to comprehend it. The Jews who will try it shall achieve
their State; and they will deserve it.

CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

THE UNDERSTANDING of economics among men actively en-
gaged in business is often astonishingly slight. This seems to be the
only explanation for the fact that even Jews faithfully parrot the catch-
word of the anti-Semites: “We live off ‘Host-nations’; and if we had no
‘Host-nation’ to sustain us we should starve to death.” This is one
case in point of the undermining of our self-respect through unjust
accusations. But how does this theory of “Host-nations” stand up in
the light of reality? Where it does not rest on narrow phy.siocratic
views, it reflects the childish error which assumes that there i1s a fixed
quantity of values in continuous circulation. But it is not necessary to
be Rip van Winkle, and wake from long slumber, in order to rfeahze
that the world is considerably altered by the continuous production of
new values. The technical progress achieved in our own wonderful
era enables even the dullest of minds with the dimmest of vision to
note the appearance of new commodities all around him. The spirit of
enterprise has created them. . o

Without enterprise, labor remains static, unaltering; typical of it is
the labor of the farmer, who stands now precisely where his forebears
stood a thousand years ago. All our material welfare has been brought
about by men of enterprise. I feel almost ashamed of writing down so
trite a remark. Even if we were a nation of entrepreneurs—such as
absurdly exaggerated accounts make us out to be—we would require
no “Host-nation.” We are not dependent upon the circulation of old
values; we produce new ones.
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We now possess slave labor of unexampled productivity, whose ap-
pearance in civilization has proved fatal competition to handicrafts;
these slaves are our machines. It is true that we need workmen to set
our machinery in motion; but for this the Jews have manpower enough,
too much, in fact. Only those who are ignorant of the condition of
Jews in many countries of eastern Europe would dare assert that Jews
are unfit or unwilling to perform manual labor.

But in this pamphlet I will offer no defense of the Jews. It would
be useless. Everything that reason and everything that sentiment can
possibly say in their defense already has been said. Obviously, argu-
ments fit to appeal to reason and sentiment are not enough; one’s
audience must first of all be able to understand or one js only preach-
ing in a vacuum, But if the audience is already so far advanced, then
the sermon itself is superfluous. I believe that man is steadily advancing
to a higher ethical level; but I see this ascent tohbé‘féarfﬁl'ly"rsléw.
Should we wait for the average man to become as generously minded
as was Lessing when he wrote Nathan the Wise,® we would have to
wait beyond our own lifetime, beyond the lifetimes of our children,
of our grandchildren, and of our great-grandchildren. But destiny
favors us in a different respect.

The technical achievements of our century have brought about a
remarkable renaissance; but we have not yet seen this fabulous advance
applied for the benefit of humanity. Distance has ceased to be an
obstacle, yet we complain of the problem of congestion. Our great
steamships carry us swiftly and surely over hitherto uncharted seas.
Our railways carry us safely into a mountain world hitherto cautiously
scaled on foot. Events occurring in countries undiscovered when
Europe first confined Jews in ghettos are known to us in a matter of
an hour. That is why the plight of the Jews is an anachronism—not
because over a hundred years ago there was a period of enlightenment
which in reality affected only the most elevated spirits.

To my mind, the electric light was certainly not invented so that
the drawing rooms of a few snobs might be illuminated, but rather
to enable us to solve some of the problems of humanity by its light.
One of these problems, and not the least of them, is the Jewish

| question. In solving it we are working not only for ourselves, but also
| for many other downtrodden and oppressed beings.

The Jewish question still exists. It would be foolish to deny it. Ttisa
misplaced piece of medievalism which civilized nations do not even
yet seem able to shake off, try as they will. They proved they had this
high-minded desire when they emancipated us. The Jewish question
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persists wherever Jews live in appreciable numbers. Wherever it does
not exist, it is brought in together with Jewish immigrants. We are
naturally drawn into those places where we are not persecuted, and
our appearance there gives rise to persecution. This is the case, and
will inevitably be so, everywhere, even in highly civilized countries—
see, for instance, France—so long as the Jewish question is not solved
on the political level. The unfortunate Jews arc now carrying the seeds
of anti-Semitism into England; they have already introduced it into
America.

Anti-Semitism is a highly complex movement, which I think I under-
stand. I approach this movement as a Jew, yet without fear or hatred.
I believe that I can see in it the elements of cruel sport, of common
commercial rivalry, of inherited prejudice, of religious intolerance—but

I also of a supposed need for self-defense. I consider the Jewish question
neither a social nor a religious one, even though it sometimes takes
these and other forms. It is a national question, and to solve it we
must first of all establish it as an international political problem to be
discussed and settled by the civilized nations of the world in council.

We are a people—one people.

We have sincerely tried everywhere to merge with the national
communities in which we live, seeking only to preserve the faith of
our fathers. It is not permitted us. In vain are we loyal patriots, some-
times superloyal; in vain do we make the same sacrifices of life and
property as our fellow citizens; in vain do we strive to enhance the
fame of our native lands in the arts and sciences, or her wealth by
trade and commerce. In our native lands where we have lived for
centuries we are still decried as aliens, often by men whose ancestors
had not yet come at a time when Jewish sighs had long been heard
in the country. The majority decide who the “alien” is; this, and all
else in the relations between peoples, is a matter of power. I do not

| surrender any part of our prescriptive right when I make this state-
ment merely in my own name, as an individual. In the world as it
now is and will probably remain, for an indefinite period, might takes
precedence over right. It is without avail, therefore, for us to be loyal

patriots, as were the Huguenots, who were forced to emigrate. 1f we
were left in peace . . .

But I think we shall not be left in peace.

Oppression and persecution cannot exterminate us. No nation on
earth has endured such struggles and sufferings as we have. Jew-baiting
has merely winnowed out our weaklings; the strong among us defiantly
return to their own whenever persecution breaks out. This was most
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clearly apparent in the period immediately following the emancipation
of t‘he Jews. Those Jews who rose highest intellectually and materially
entirely lost the sense of unity with their people. Wherever we remain
‘ politica]_]y secure for any length of time, we assimilate. I think this is
inot praiseworthy. Hence, the statesman who would wish to see a
j]cz\yls.h Strain added to his nation must see to it that we continue
politically secure. But even a Bismarck could never achieve that.

For old prejudices against us are still deeply ingrained in the folk

ethos. He who would have proof of this need only listen to the people
where they speak candidly and artlessly: folk wisdom and folklore
both are anti-Semitic. The people is everywhere a great child, which
can be readily educated; but even in the most favorable circumstances
its education would be such a long-drawn-out process that we could
far sooner, as already mentioned, help ourselves by other means.
‘ Assimilation, by which I understand not only external conformity
in dress, habits, customs, and speech, but also identity of attitude and
depo.rtment—-assimi]ation of Jews could be achieved only by inter-
marriage. But the need for intermarriage would have to be felt by
the majority; mere legislative sanction would never suffice.

The Hungarian liberals, who have just legalized intermarriage, have
placed themselves in a thoroughly false position. The doctrinaire
character of this legislation is well illustrated by one of the earliest
cases: it was a baptized Jew who married a Jewess. At the same time
the conflict which arose in the course of enacting the new form of
matrriage has aggravated the difference between Jews and Christians
in Hungary, thus hindering rather than furthering the amalgamation
of the races.

_ Those who really wish to see the Jews disappear through interbreed-
ing can hope to see it come about in one way only. The Jews must
first rise so far in the economic scale that old social prejudices against
them would be overcome. How this might happen is shown by the
example of the aristocracy, with whom the highest proportion of inter-
marriage occurs. The old nobility has itself refurbished with Jewish
money, and in the process Jewish families are absorbed. But what form
would this process take in the middle classes, where (the Jews being a
bourgeois people) the Jewish question is mainly centered? The pre-
requisite growth in economic power might here be resented as eco-
nomic domination, something which is already falsely attributed to the
Jews. And if the power the Jews now possess evokes rage and indigna-
tion among the anti-Semites, to what outbursts would a further in-
crease lead? The first step toward absorption cannot be taken, because
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this step would mean the subjection of the majority to a recently
despised minority, which, however, would possess neither military nor
administrative authority of its own. I, therefore, hold the absorption
of Jews by means of their prosperity to be unlikely. In countries which

© now are anti-Semitic my view will be seconded. In others, where Jews

|

are for the moment secure, it will probably be passionately challenged
by my coreligionists. They will not believe me until they are again
visited by jew-baiting; and the longer anti-Semitism lies dormant, the
more violently will it erupt. The infiltration of immigrating Jews at-
tracted to a land by apparent security, and the rising class status of
native Jews, combine powerfully to bring about a revolution. Nothing
could be plainer than this rational conclusion.

Yet, because I have drawn this conclusion with complete indiffer-
ence to everything but the truth, I shall probably be opposed and
rejected by Jews who are in comfortable circumstances. Insofar as
private interests alone are held by their anxious or timid possessors to
be threatened, they may safely be ignored, for the concerns of the poor
and oppressed are of greater importance than theirs. But I wish from
the very beginning to deal with any mistaken ideas that might arise: in

. this case, the fear that if the present plan is realized, it could in any

' way damage property and interests now held by Jews. I will, theretore,
thoroughly explain everything connected with property rights. If, on
the other hand, my plan never becomes anything more than litcrature,
things will merely remain as they are.

A more serious objection would be that T am giving aid and com-
fort to the anti-Semites when I say we are a people—one people. Or
that I am hindering the assimilation of Jews where there are hopes of
achieving it, and endangering it where it is already an accomplished
fact, insofar as it is possible for a solitary writer to hinder or endanger
anything.

This objection will be brought forward especially in IFrance. It will
probably also be made in other countries, but I shall first answer only
the French Jews, who afford the most striking example of my point.

However much I may esteem personality—powerful individual per-
sonality in statesmen, inventors, artists, philosophers, or leaders, as well
as the collective personality of a historic group of human beings, which
we designate “nation”—however much I may esteem personality, I do

"not mourn its decline. Whoever can, will, and must perish, let him
perish. But the distinctive nationality of the Jews neither can, will, nor
1 must perish. It cannot, because external encmies consolidate it. It
does not wish to; this it has proved through two millennia of appall-
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ing suffering. It need not; that, as a descendant of countless Jews who
refused to despair, 1 am trying once more to prove in this pamphlet.
Whole branches of Jewry may wither and fall away. The tree lives on.

Hence, if any or all of French Jewry protest against this scheme,
because they are already “assimilated,” my answer is simple: The
whole thing does not concern them at all. They are Israelitic French-
men? Splendid! This is a private affair for Jews alone.

However, the movement for the creation of the State which I here
propose would harm Israelitic Frenchmen no more than it would harm
those who have “assimilated” in other countries. It would, rather, be
distinctly to their advantage. For they would no longer be disturbed
in their “chromatic function,” as Darwin puts it, but would be able
to assimilate in peace, because present-day anti-Semitism would have
been stopped for all time. For it would certainly be believed that they
are assimilated to the very depths of their being if they remained in
their old homes, even after the new Jewish State, with its superior
institutions, had become a reality.

The departure of the dedicated Jews would be even more to the
advantage of the “assimilated” than of the Christian citizens; for they
would be freed of the disquieting, unpredictable, and inescapable com-
petition of a Jewish proletariat driven by poverty and political pres-
sure from place to place, from land to land. This drifting proletariat
would become stabilized. Certain Christians today—whom we call
anti-Semites—feel free to offer determined resistance to the immigra-
tion of foreign Jews. Jewish citizens cannot do this, although it affects
them far more severely; for it is they who first feel the competition
of individuals who engage in similar fields of enterprise, and who
besides give rise to anti-Semitism where it does not exist, and intensi
it where it does. This is a secret grievance of the “assimilated” which
finds expression in their “philanthropic” undertakings. They organize
emigration societies for incoming Jews. The ambiguous character of
this project would be comical if it did not involve human suffering.
Some of these charity institutions are created not for but against the
persecuted Jews: Remove the paupers as quickly and as far away as
possible. And thus, many an apparent friend of the Jews turns out, on
closer examination, to be no more than an anti-Semite of Jewish origin
in philanthropist’s clothing.

But the attempts at colonization made even by truly well meaning
men, interesting attempts though they were, have so far been un-
successful. T do not think that one or another person took up the
matter merely as an amusement, that they sent Jews off on their
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journeys in the same spirit as one races horses. The matter was too
grave and too painful for that. These attempts were iuteresting, to the
extent that they may serve on a small scale as an experiment fore-
shadowing the Jewish State idea. They were even useful, for out of
their mistakes we may learn how to proceed in a large-scale project.
They have, of course, also done harm. The transplantation of anti-
Semitism to new areas, which is the inevitable consequence of such

+ artificial infiltration, seems to me the least of these aftercffects. Far

worse is the fact that the unsatisfactory results inspire doubt among
the Jews themselves as to the capacity of Jewish manpower. But the
following simple argument will suffice to dispel this doubt for any
intelligent person: What is impractical or impossible on a small scale
need not be so on a larger one. A small enterprise may result in loss
under the same conditions that would make a large one pay. A nivulet
is not navigable even by boats; the river into which it flows carries
stately iron vessels.

No human being is wealthy or powerful enough to transplant a

" people from one place of residence to another? Only an idea can

achieve that. The State idea surely has that power. The Jews have
dreamed this princely dream throughout the long night of their history.
“Next year in Jerusalem” is our age-old motto. It is now a matter of
showing that the vaguc drecam can be transformed mto a clear and
glowing idca.

For this, our minds must first be thoroughly cleansed of many old,
outworn, muddled, and shortsighted notions. "T'he unthinking mght,
for example, imagine that this exodus would have to take its way
from civilization into the desert. That is not sot It will be carried
out entirely in the framework of civilization. We shall not revert to a
lower stage; we shall rise to a higher one. We shall not dwell in mud
huts; we shall build new, more beautiful, and more modern houses,
and possess them in safety. We shall not lose our acquired posscssions;
we shall realize them. We shall surrender our well-carmed rights for
better ones. We shall relinquish none of our cherished customs; we
shall ind them again. We shall not leave our old home until the new
one is available. Those only will depart who are sure thereby to im-
prove their lot; those who are now desperate will go first, after tham
the poor, next the well to do, and last of all the wealthy. Those who go
first will raise themselves to a higher grade, on a level with that whose
representatives will shortly follow. The exodus will thus at the samic
time be an ascent n class.

The departure of the Jews will leave no wake of economic dis-
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turbance, no crises, no persecutions; in fact, the countries of emigra-
tion will rise to a new prosperity. There will be an inner migration of
Chuistian citizens into the positions relinquished by Jews. The outflow
will be gradual, without any disturbance, and its very inception means
the end of anti-Semitism. The Jews will leave as honored friends, and
if some of them later return they will receive the same favorable wel-
come and treatment at the hands of civilized nations as is accorded
all foreign visitors, Nor will their exodus in any way be a flight, but
it will be a well-regulated movement under the constant check of
public opinion. The movement will not only be inaugurated in
absolute accordance with the law, but it can nowise be carried out
without the friendly co-operation of the interested governments, who
will derive substantial benefits.

To see that the idea is carried out responsibly and vigorously, the
kind of guarantee is required which can be provided by the kind of
corporate body which legal terminology calls a “moral” or “legal”
person. I should like to distinguish clearly between these two designa-
tions, which are frequently confused. As “moral person,” to deal with
all but property rights, I propose to establish the “Society of Jews.”
As “legal person,” to conduct economic activities, there will be a
parallel “Jewish Company.”

Only an impostor or a madman would even pretend to undertake
such a monumental task on his own. The integrity of the “moral
person” will be guaranteed by the character of its members. The
capacity of the “legal person” will be demonstrated by its capital
funds.

These prefatory remarks are intended merely as an immediate re-
ply to the mass of objections which the very words “Jewish State” are
certain to arouse. Hereafter we shall proceed more deliberately in our
exposition, meeting further objections and explaining in detail what
has only been outlined as yet, though we shall try, in the interest of a
smoothly reading pamphlet, to avoid a ponderous tone. Succinct,
pithy chapters will best serve the purpose.

If I wish to replace an old building with a new one, I must de-
molish before I construct. 1 shall therefore adhere to this natural
sequence. In the first, the general, section, I shall clarify my ideas,
sweep away age-old preconceptions, establish the politico-economic
premises, and unfold the plan.

In the special section, which is subdivided into three principal
sections, I shall describe its execution. These three sections are: The
Jewish Company, Local Groups, and the Socicty of Jews. The Society
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is to be created first, the Company last; but in this exposition the
reverse order is preferable, because it is the financial soundness of the
enterprise which will chiefly be called into question, and doubts on
this score must be removed first.

In the conclusion, I shall try to meet every further objection that
could possibly be made. My Jewish readers will, I hope, follow me
patiently to the end. Some will make their objections in another order
than that chosen for their refutation. But whoever finds his reserva-
tions rationally overcome, let him offer himself to the cause.

Although I speak here in terms of reason, I am well aware that
reason alone will not suffice. Long-term prisoners do not willingly
quit their cells. We shall see whether the youth, whom we must have,
is ripe; the youth—which irresistibly draws along the aged, bcqrs them
up on powerful arms, and transforms rationality into enthustasm.

CHAPTER 2. THE JEWISH QUESTION

NO ONE CAN DENY the gravity of the Jewish situation. Wherever
they live in appreciable number, Jews are persecuted in greater or
lesser measure. Their equality before the law, granted by statute, has
become practically a dead letter. They are debarred from flling even
moderately high offices in the army, or in any public or private in-
stitutions. And attempts are being made to thrust them out of busi-
ness also: “Don’t buy from Jews!” o

Attacks in parliaments, in assemblies, in the press, in the pulpit, in
the street, on journeys—for example, their exclusion from certain
hotels—even in places of recreation are increasing from da)f tolday.
The forms of persecutions vary according to country and social cx'rcle.
In Russia, special taxes are levied on Jewish villages; in Romanm., a
few persons are put to death; in Germany, they get a ggod beating
occasionally; in Austria, anti-Semites exercise their terronmx over all
public life; in Algeria, there are traveling agitators; in Paris, the Jews
are shut out of the so-called best social circles and excluded from clubs.
The varieties of anti-Jewish expression are innumerable. But thi§ 15
not the occasion to attempt the sorry catalogue of Jewish Lardships.
We shall not dwell on particular cases, however painful.

I do not aim to arouse sympathy on our behalf. All that is nonsense,
as futile as it is dishonorable. I shall content myself with putting the
following questions to the Jews: Is it not true thatt in countries where
we live in appreciable numbers, the position of Jewish Tawycrs, doctors,




216 HEADLONG INTO THE WORLD ARENA

technicians, teachers, and employees of every description becomes
daily more intolerable? Is it not true that the Jewish middle classes
are senously threatened? Is it not true that the passions of the mob
are incited against our wealthy? Is it not true that our poor endure
greater suffering than any other proletariat? I think that this pressure
Is everywhere present. In our upper economic classes it causes dis-
comfort, in our middle classes utter despair.

The fact of the matter is, everything tends to one and the same
conclusion, which is expressed in the classic Berlin cry: “Juden 'raus!”
(“Out with the Jews!”).

I'shall now put the question in the briefest possible form: Shouldn’t
we “get out” at once, and if so, whither?

Or, may we remain, and if so, how long?

Let us first settle the point of remaining. Can we hope for better
fjays, can we possess our souls in patience, can we wait in pious res-
ignation till the princes and peoples of this earth are more mercifully
disposed toward us? I say that we cannot hope for the current to shift.
And why not? Even if we were as near to the hearts of princes as are
their other subjects, they could not protect us. They would only incur
popular hatred by showing us too much favor. And this “too much”
implies less than is claimed as a right by any ordinary citizen or
ethnic group. The nations in whose midst Jews live are all covertly
or openly anti-Semitic.

"The common people have not, and indeed cannot have, any com-
prehension of history. They do not know that the sins of the Middle
Ages are now being visited on the nations of Europe. We are what
the ghetto made us. We have without a doubt attained pre-eminence
in finance because medieval conditions drove us to it. The same proc-
ess ip now being repeated. We are again being forced into money-
lending—now named stock exchange—by being kept out of other oc-
cupations. But once on the stock exchange, we are again objects of
contempt. At the same time we continue to produce an abundance of
mediocre intellectuals who find no outlet, and this endangers our
social position as much as does our increasing wealth. Educated Jews
- without means are now rapidly becoming socialists. Hence we are
certain to suffer acutely in the struggle between the classes, because

we stand in the most exposed position in both the capitalist and the
socialist camps.

e e
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Previous Attempts at a Solution

The artificial methods heretofore employed to remedy the plight of
Jews have been either too petty, such as attempts at colonization, or
falsely conccived, such as attempts to convert the Jews into peasants
in their present homes.

What is achieved by transporting a few thousand Jews to another
country? Either they come to grief at once, or, if they prosper, their
prosperity gives rise to anti-Semitism. We have already discussed these
attempts to channel poor Jews to new regions. This diversion is clearly
inadequate and uvseless, if not actually harmful, for it merely postpones
and drags out if not actually hinders the solution.

But those who would attemipt to convert Jews into peasants are
committing a truly astonishing error. For the peasant is a creature of
the past, as seen by his style of dress, which in most countries is
centuries old, and by his tools, which are identical with those used by
his earliest forebears. His plow is unchanged; he sows his seed from
the apron, mows with the time-honored scythe, and threshes with the
flail. But we know that all this can now be done by machinery. The
agrarian question is only a question of machinery. America must con-
quer Lurope, in the same way as large landed possessions absorb small
ones. The peasant is, consequently, a type which is on the way to
extinction. Wherever he is preserved by special measures, there are
involved political interests who hope to gain his support. To create
new peasants on the old pattern is an absurd and impossible under-
taking. No one is wealthy or powerful enough to make civilization take
a single step backward. The mere preservation of obsolete institutions
is a task vast enough to strain the capacities of even an autocratic
state.

Will anyone, then, suggest to Jews, who know what they are about,
that they become peasants of the old cast? That would be like saying
to the Jew: “Ilere isa crosshow; now go to warl” What? With a cross-
bow, while others have small arms and Krupp caunon? Under these
circumstances the Jews would be perfectly right in remainmg un-
moved when people try to place them on the farm. The crossbow is a
pretty piece of armament, which inspires a lyrical mood in me when-
ever I can spare the time. But its proper place is the museum.

Now, there certainly are regions where desperate Jews go out, or at
any rate are willing to go out, and till the soil. And a little observation
shows that these areas, such as the enclave of Hesse in Germany and
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some provinces in Russia—these areas are the very hotbeds of anti-
Semitism.

For the do-gooders of the world who send the Jews to the plow for-
get a very important person, who has a great deal to say in the matter.
That person is the peasant. And the peasant is absolutely in the right.
For the tax on the land, the risks attached to crops, the pressure of
large proprietors who produce at cheaper rates, not to mention Ameri-
can competition, all combine to make life difficult enough for him.
Besides, the duties on corn cannot go on increasing indefinitely. For
the factory worker cannot be allowed to starve, either; his political in-
fluence Is, in fact, in the ascendant, and he must therefore be treated
with ever-increasing respect.

All these difhiculties are well known; therefore I refer to them only
cursorily. I merely wanted to indicate clearly how futile have been
past attempts—most of them well intentioned—to solve the Jewish
question. Neither a diversion of the stream nor an artificial depression
of the intellectual level of our proletariat will avail. And we have
already dealt with the panacea of assimilation.

We cannot overcome anti-Semitism by any of these methods. It can-
not be eliminated until its causes are eradicated. But are they eradi-
cable?

Causes of Anti-Semitism

We now no longer discuss the irrational causes, prejudice and nar-
row-mindedness, but the political and economic causes. Modern anti-
Semitism is not to be confused with the persecution of the Jews in
former times, though it does still have a religious aspect in some
countries. The main current of Jew-hatred is today a different one.,
In the principal centers of anti-Semitism, it is an outgrowth of the
emancipation of the Jews. When civilized nations awoke to the in-
humanity of discriminatory legislation and enfranchised us, our en-
franchisement came too late. Legislation alone no longer sufficed to
emancipate us in our old homes. For in the ghetto we had remarkably
developed into a bourgeois people and we emerged from the ghetto a
prodigious rival to the middle class. Thus we found ourselves thrust,
upon emancipation, into this bourgeois circle, where we have a double
pressure to sustain, from within and from without. The Christian
bourgeoisie would indeed not be loath to cast us as a peace offering
to socialism, little though that would avail them.

At the same time, the equal rights of Jews before the law cannot be
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rescinded where they have once been granted. Not only because
their recision would be contrary to the spirit of our age, but also be-
cause it would immediately drive all Jews, rich and poor alike, into
the ranks of the revolutionary parties. No serious harm can really be
done us. In olden days our jewels were taken from us. How is our
movable property to be seized now? It consists of printed papers
which are locked up somewhere or other in the world, perhaps in
the strongboxes of Christians. It is, of course, possible to get at rail-
way shares and debentures, banks and industrial undertakings of all
descriptions, by taxation; and where the progressive income tax is in
force all our movable property can eventually be laid hold of. But all
these efforts cannot be directed against Jews alone, and wherever they
might nevertheless be made, their upshot would be immediate eco-
nomic crises, which would by no means be confined to the Jews as the
furst affected. The very impossibility of getting at the Jews nourishes
and deepens hatred of them. Anti-Semitism increases day by day and
hour by hour among the nations; indeed, it is bound to increase, be-
cause the causes of its growth continue to exist and are ineradicable.
Its remote cause is the loss of our assimilability during the Middle
Ages; its immediate cause is our excessive production of mediocre in-
tellectuals, who have no outlet downward or upward—or rather, no
wholesome outlet in either direction. When we sink, we become a
revolutionary proletariat, the corporals of every revolutionary party;
and when we rise, there rises also our terrifying financial power.

Effects of Anti-Semitism

The pressure applied to us does not improve us, for we are no
different from ordinary people. It is true enough that we do not love
our enemies; but he alone who has quite mastered himself dares throw
that up to us. Oppression naturally creates hostility against oppressors,
and our hostility in turn increases the pressure. It is impossible to
escape this vicious circle.

“No!” some softhearted visionaries will say. “No! It is possiblel
Possible by means of the perfectibility of man.”

Is it really necessary for me, at this late stage, to show what senti-
mental drivel this is? He who would peg the improvement of condi-
tions on the goodness of all mankind would indeed be writing a
Utopial

I referred previously to our “assimilation.”” I do not for a moment
wish to imply that I desire such an end. Our national character is too
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glorious in history and, in spite of every degradation, too noble to
make its annihilation desirable. Though perhaps we could succeed in
vanishing without a trace into the surrounding peoples if they would
let us be for just two generations. But they will not let us be. After
brief periods of toleration, their hostility erupts again and again. When
we prosper, it seems to be unbearably irmitating, for the world has for
many centuries been accustomed to regarding us as the most degraded
of the poor. Thus out of ignorance or ill will they have failed to observe
that prosperity weakens us as Jews and wipes away our differences.
Only pressure drives us back to our own; only hostility stamps us ever
again as strangers.

Thus we are now, and shall remain, whether we would or not, a
group of unmistakable cohesiveness.

We are one people—our enemies have made us one whether we will
or not, as has repeatedly happened in history. Affliction binds us to-
gether, and thus united, we suddenly discover our strength. Yes, we
are strong enough to form a State, and, indeed, a model State. We
- possess all the requisite human and material resources.

" This would, accordingly, be the appropriate place to give an ac--
count of what has been somewhat crudely termed our “human
material.” But it would not be appreciated till the broad outlines of
the plan, on which everything depends, have first been marked out,

The Plan

The whole plan is essentially quite simple, as it must necessarily be
if it is to be comprehensible to all.

Let sovereignty be granted us over a portion of the globe adequate
to meet our rightful national requirements; we will attend to the rest.

To create a new State is neither ridiculous nor impossible. Haven't
we witnessed the process in our own day, among nations which were
not largely middle class as we are, but poorer, less educated, and
consequently weaker than ourselves? The governments of all countries
scourged by anti-Semitism will be keenly interested in obtaining
sovereignty for us.

The plan, simple in design but complicated in execution, will be
executed by two agencies: the Society of Jews and the Jewish Com-
pany.

The scientific plan and political policies which the Society of Jews
will establish will be carried out by the Jewish Company.

The Jewish Company will be the liquidating agent for the business
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interests of departing Jews, and will organize trade and commerce in
the new country.

We must not visualize the exodus of the Jews as a sudden one. It
will be gradual, proceeding over a period of decades. The poorest will
go first and cultivate the soil. They will construct roads, bridges, rail-
ways, and telegraph installations, regulate rivers, and provide them-
selves with homesteads, all according to predctermined plans. Their
labor will create trade, trade will create markets, and markets will
attract new settlers—for every man will go voluntarily, at his own
expense and his own risk. The labor invested in the soil will enhance
its value. The Jews will soon perceive that a new and permanent
frontier has been opened up for that spirit of enterprise which has
heretofore brought them only hatred and obloquy.

The founding of a State today is not to be accomplished in the
manner that a thousand years ago would have been the only possible
one. It is silly to revert to older levels of civilization, as many
Zionists propose. Supposing, for example, we were obliged to clear a
country of wild beasts, we should not set about it in the fashion of the
fifth-century Europeans. We should not take spear and lance and go
out individually in pursuit of bears; we would organize a grand and
glorious hunting party, drive the animals together, and throw a meli-
nite bomb into their midst.

If we planned to erect buildings, we should not drive a few shaky
piles in a marsh like the lake dwellers, but should build as men build
now. Indeed, we shall build in bolder and more stately style than
has ever been done before; for we now possess means which heretofore
did not exist.

The emigrants standing lowest in the economic scale will be gradu-
ally followed by those of the next grade. Those now in desperate
straits will go first. They will be led by the intellectual mediocrities
whom we produce so abundantly and who are oppressed everywhere.

Let this pamphlet serve as the beginning of a general discussion on
the question of Jewish emigration. That does not mean to suggest,
however, that the question should be called to a vote. Such an ap-
proach would ruin the cause from the outset. Whoever wishes may
stay behind. The opposition of a few individuals is quite immaterial.

Who would go with us, let him fall in behind our banner and fght
for the cause with word and pen and deed.

Those Jews who agree with our State idea will rally around the
Society. Thereby they will give it the authority in the eyes of govern-
ments to confer and treat on behalf of our people. The Society will
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be recognized as, to put it in terminology of international law, a
State-creating power. And tlns recognition will, in eftect, mean the
creation of the State.

Should the powers show themselves willing to grant us sovereignty
over a neutral land, then the Society will enter into negotiations for
the possession of this land. Here two regions come to mind: Palestine
and Argentina. Significant experiments in colonization have been
made in both countries, though on the mistaken principle of gradual
infiltration of Jews. Infltration is bound to end badly. For there
comes the inevitable moment when the government in question,
under pressure of the native populace—which feels itself threatened
—puts a stop to further influx of Jews. Immigration, therefore, is
futile unless it is based on our guaranteed autonomy.

The Society of Jews will treat with the present authorities in the
land, under the sponsorship of the European powers, if they prove
friendly to the plan. We could offer the present authorities enormous
advantages, assume part of the public debt, build new thoroughfares,
which we ourselves would also require, and do many other things.
The very creation of the Jewish State would be beneficial to neighbor-
ing lands, since the cultivation of a strip of land incrcases the value
of its surrounding districts.

Palestine or Argentina?

Is Palestine or Argentina preferable? The Society will take whatever
it is given and whatever Jewish public opinion favors. The Society
will determine both these points.

Argentina is one of the most fertile countries in the world, extends
over a vast area, is sparsely populated, and has a temperate climate.
It would be in its own highest interest for the Republic of Argentina
to cede us a portion of its territory. The present infiltration of Jews
has certainly produced some discontent, and it would be necessary to
enlighten the Republic on the intrinsic difference of the new im-
migration of Jews.

Palestine is our unforgettable historic homeland. The very name
would be a marvelously effective rallying cry. If His Majesty the
Sultan were to give us Palestine, we could in return undertake the
complete management of the finances of Turkey. We should there
form a part of a wall of defense for Europe in Asia, an outpost of

( civilization against barbarism. We should as a neutral state remain in
' contact with all Xurope, which would have to guarantee our existence.
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The holy places of Christendom could be placed under some forn
of international exterritoriality. We should form a guard of honor
about these holy places, answering for the fulfillment of this duty
with our existence. The guard of honor would be the great symbol
of the solution of the Jewish question after what were for us eighteen
centuries of affliction.

CONCLUSION

HOW MUCH REMAINS to be elaborated, how many defects,
how many harmful superficialities, and how many useless repetitions
in this pamphlet which I have so long considered and so frequently
revised!

But a fair-minded reader, who has sufficient understanding to grasp
the spirit of my words, will not be repelled by these defects. He will
rather be roused thereby to enlist his intelligence and energy in a
project which is not one man’s alone and improve it.

Have I not explained obvious things and overlooked important
objections?

I have tried to meet some objections; but I know that there are
many more, high-minded and base.

only people in the world who are in a state of distress. But I should

/( It is one of the high-minded objections that the Jews are not the

[

think that we might well begin by removing a little of this misery, be
it only our own for the time being.

It might further be said that we ought not to create new distinc-
tions between people; we ought not to raise fresh barriers, we should
rather make the old disappear. I say that those who think in this way
are amiable visionaries; and the Homeland idea will go on flourishing
long after the dust of their bones will have been scattered without
trace by the winds. Universal brotherhood is not even a beautiful
dream. Conflict is essential to man’s highest efforts.

Well, then? The Jews, in their own State, will likely have no more
enemies, and in their prosperity they will decline and dwindle, so that
the Jewish people will soon disappear altogether? 1 imagine that the
Jews will always have sufficient enemies, just as every other nation.
But once settled in their own land, they can never again be scattered
all over the world. The Diaspora cannot be revived, unless all of
civilization collapses. Only a simpleton could fear this. The civilized
world of today has sufficient power to defend itself.
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The base objections are innumerable, just as there are indeed more
base men than noble in this world. 1 have tried to refute sone of the
narrow-minded notions. Whoever would rally behind the white flag
with the seven stars must assist in this campaign of enlightenment. It
may be that it is against many a malicious, narrow-minded, short-
sighted Jew that the battle will first have to be joined.

Willit not be said that I am providing weapons for the anti-Semites?
How so? Because I admit the truth? Because I do not maintain that
there are none but excellent men among us?

Will it not be said that I am suggesting a way in which we can be
injured? This I categorically deny. My proposal can be carried out
only with the free consent of a majority of Jews. Action may be
taken against individuals, even against groups of the most powerful
Jews, but never and by no means by governments against all Jews. The
equal rights of the Jew before the law once granted cannot be re-
scinded, for the first attempt would immediately drive all Jews, rich
and poor alike, into the ranks of revolutionary parties. The very be-
ginning of ofhcial discrimination against the Jews has invariably
brought about economic crises. Very little, therefore, can effectually
be done against us that will not redound to the detriment of the
perpetrator. Meantime hatred grows apace. The rich do not feel it
much. But our poor! Let us ask our poor, who have been more severely
proletarized since the last resurgence of anti-Semitism than ever before.

Will some of our well to do say that the pressure is not yet severe
enough to justify emigration, and that even the forcible expulsions
that have occurred show how unwilling our people are to depart? True,
because they do not know whither! Because they only pass from one
trouble on to the next. But we are showing them the way to the
Promised Land. And the splendid force of enthusiasm must fight
against the terrible force of habit.

Persecutions are no longer as vicious as they were in the Middle
Ages? True, but our sensitivity has increased, so that we feel no
diminution in our suffering. Prolonged persecution has strained our
nerves.

Will people say, again, that the venture is hopeless, because even if
we obtain the land with sovereignty over it, the poor only will go
along? It is precisely they whom we need at first! Only desperate men
make good conquerors.

Will some one say: If it were feasible it would have been done long
ago?

It has never yet been possible. Now it is possible. A hundred, even
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fifty, years ago it would have been sheer fantasy. Today it is reality.
The rich, who enjoy a comprehensive acquaintance with all technical
advances, know full well how much can be done for money. And this
is how it will go: precisely the poor and simple, who have no idea
what power man already exercises over the forces of Nature, will have
the staunchest faith in the new message. For these have never lost
their hope of the Promised Land.

Here you have it, Jews! Not fiction, nor yet fraud! Every man may
convince himself of it, for every man will carry over with him a portion
of the Promised Land—one in his head, another in his arms, another
in his acquired possessions.

Now, all this may appear to be a drawn-out affair. Even in the most
favorable circumstances, many years might elapse before the founding
of the State is under way. In the meantime, Jews in a thousand
different places will suffer insult, mortification, abuse, drubbings, dep-
redation, and death. But no; once we begin to execute the plan,
anti-Semitism will cease at once and everywhere. For it is the con-
clusion of peace. When the Jewish Company has been formed, the
news will be carried in a single day to the utmost ends of the globe
by the lightning speed of our telegraph wires.

And immediate relief will ensue. The intellectuals whom we pro-

. duce so superabundantly in our middle classes will find an immediate
| outlet in our organizations, as our first technicians, officers, professors,
" officials, lawyers, physicians. And so it will continue, swiftly but

smoothly.

Prayers will be offered up in the temples for the success of the proj-
ect. And in the churches as welll It is the relief from the old burden,
under which all have suffered.

But first the minds must be enlightened. The idea must make its
way into the uttermost miserable holes where our people dwell. They
will awaken from barren brooding. For into all our lives will come a

, new meaning. Every man need think only of himself, and the move-

' ment will become an overwhelming one.

And what glory awaits the selfless fighters for the causel

Therefore 1 believe that a wondrous breed of Jews will spring up
from the earth, The Maccabees will rise again.

Let me repeat once more my opening words: The Jews who will it
shall achieve their State.

We shall live at last as free men on our own soil, and in our own
homes peacefully die.




226 HEADLONG INTO THE WORID ARENA

The world will be liberated by our freedom, enriched by our
wealth, magnified by our greatness.

And whatever we attempt there for our own benefit will redound
mightily and beneficially to the good of all mankind.

FIRST CONGRESS ADDRESS (1897)

o«

7
Delivered at Basel, Augqé 29, 1897

FELLOW DELEGATES: As one of those who called this Con-
gress into being I have been granted the privilege of welcoming you.
This 1 shall do briefly, for if we wish to serve th ause we should
economize the valuable moments of the Congress/éxerc is much to be
accomplished within the space of three days,/We want to lay the
foundations of-the edifice which is one day to house the Jewish
people. The task is so great that we may pfeat of it in none but the
simplest terms. So f\é{\as we can now foresée, a summary of the present
status of the Jewish ’q%;astion will beAubmitted within the coming
three days. The tremendous bulk of/material on hand is being classi-
fied by the chairmen of our compittees.

We shall hear reports of the Jewish situation in the various countries.
You all know, even if only i a vague way, that with few exceptions
the situation is not cheering. Were it otherwise we should probably
not have convened. The unity of our destiny has suffered a long
interruption, although the scattered fragments of the Jewish people
have everywhere endpured similar vicissitudes. It is only in our days that
the marvels of communication have brouglt about mutual understand-
ing and union between isolated groups. And in these times, so pro-
gressive in most, respects, we know ourselves tobe surrounded by the
old, old hatred:. Anti-Semitism—you know it, alas, too well!—is the up-
to-date designation of the movement. The first impression which it
made upow the Jews of today was one of astonishment, which gave
way to pain and resentment. Perhaps our enemies are quite unaware
how deeply they wounded the sensibilities of just those of us who
were possibly not the primary objects of their attack. That very part of
Jewry which is modern and cultured, which has outgrown the ghetto
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and lost the habit of petty trading, was pierced to the heart. We can
assert it calmly, without laying ourselves open to the suspicion of want-
ing to appeal to the sentimental pity of our opponents. We have
faced the situation squarely.

Since time immemorial the world has been misinformed about us.
The sentiment of solidarity with which we have been reproached so
frequently and so acrimoniously was in process of disintegration at the
very time we were being attacked by anti-Semitism. And anti-Semitism
served to strengthen it anew. We returned home, as it were. For
Zionism is a return to the Jewish fold even before it begomes a return
to the Jewish land. We, the children who have returngd, find much to
redress under the ancestral roof, for some of our hfothers have sunk
deep into misery. We are made welcome in the aficient house, for it
is universally known that we are not actuated by an arrogant desire
Srmine that which should be revered. This will be clearly dem-
the Zionist platform.

Zionism Iag already brought about something remarkable, hereto-
fore regarded ¢ impossible: a close union between the ultramodern
and the ultraconServative elements of Jewry. The fact that this has
come to pass withoyt undignified concessions on the part of either
side, without intellechual sacrifices, is further proof, if such proof is
necessary, of the nationa| entity of‘the Jews. A union of this kind is
possible only on a nationa basis./

Doubtless there will be discyssions on the subject of an organiza-
tion the need for which is mcognized by all. Organization is an
evidence of the reasonableness of 'y movement. But there is one point
which should be clearly and energetically emphasized in order to ad-
vance the solution of the.Jewish question. We Zionists desire not an
international league buyinternational digcussion. Needless to say this
distinction is of the first importance in oy eyes. It is this distinction
which justifies the convening of our Congress. There will be no
question of intrigues, secret interventions, an evious methods in our
ranks, but only of unhampered utterances under the constant and
complete check of public opinion. One of the first results of our
movement, even now to be perceived in its larger outlines, will be
the transformation of the Jewish question into a question of Zion.

A popular movement of such vast dimension will necessarily be
attacked from many sides. Therefore the Congress will concern itself
with the spiritual means to be employed for reviving and fostering
the national consciousness of the Jews. Here, too, we must struggle
against misconceptions. We have not the least intention of yielding
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