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. Arsenio Hall Show

. The Oprah Winfrey Show
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The Golden Girls

. All-American Girl
. Everybody Loves Raymond
48.
49.
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Will & Grace
Glee

South Park
Seinfeld
Friends
Murphy Brown
Cagney & Lacey
The Simpsons
The Sopranos

. Saturday Night Live
58.

In Living Color

. Grey’s Anatomy

ER
Battlestar Galactica

Chocolate News

. Chris Rock Show
66.
67.
. Law & Order
69.
70.
71.
72.
73,
. il Fly Away
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Dave Chappelle Show
Sexin the City

Mad Men
Breaking Bad

Buffy the Vampire Slayer
An American Family

St. Elsewhere

Family Matters
Frank's Place

. The Bridge
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. American Horror Story
82.
83.
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88.

Orange is the New Black
Girls
Please Like Me

Awkward
Sons of Anarchy
True Blood
Gossip Girl
Skins

Doctor Who
Torchwood
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Students should conform to MLA or APA style (or another standard comparable format)
A minimum of 4 sources must be employed in your research

Wikipedia is not a valid source for college-level essays

Late papers will not be accepted

Be sure to take advantage of the resources available at the Browne Pop Culture Library.
Completed rough drafts will be critiqued by the Instructor prior to the final due date if
the students wishes to take advantage of this option

DUE DATE: October 20, 2016
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Television and Cultural Pluralism

For the first ACS 2500 research paper assignment, students are asked to write an analysis essay
that examines a television program in-depth as it relates to issues surrounding cultural
pluralism. Look at the program in terms of its depictions of race, ethnicity, sexuality, or gender.
The essay should be structured into two main sections. The first section should be an historical
overview of the TV program (its creation, reception, critical reaction, etc.); the second section
should offer a full examination of the series in relation to cultural pluralism. Does the program
conform to stereotypical representations of race, ethnicity, sexuality, or gender? Was the
series progressive or regressive in its representations? For example, does The Sopranos deal in
long-standing stereotypes of talians and their relation to organized crime? Did The Cosby Show
alter perceptions of African-Americans during the 198057 How was the program you have
chosen to study a product of s time? Have attitudes changed in the years since the program
first debuted? What do television critics and scholars have to say about the series? Can you
research any comments from the program’s cast or creators? One of your primary goals should
be to make a case that the program you have chosen is a culturally significant artifact of
Popular culture and television history. You should also offer an in-depth analysis of it as it
relates to pluralism.

Each research essay should be divided into 3 main sections:

+ Discuss the historical information related to your chosen TV program, such as its
creators’ development of the program, ratings/audience reception, key episodes or
story arcs, merchandising, etc. What do scholars/critics see as the most significant
moments and issues related to the program?

* The impact/legacy of the TV program. How did it differ from earlier shows which dealt
with similar themes, groups, topics, etc.? Did it influence other later programming on
TV? What is the program’s popularity in the years since its original airing? Has it
remained in the consciousness of more recent generations of viewers/scholars? Has it
largely been forgotten?

* What has been the TV program’s impact upon both the mass media and the larger
American or world culture? What i the program’s lasting legacy and why is t a
culturally significant artifact of popular culture?

‘The requirements for the essay are as follows:

* Essays should be approximately 7-8 ful pages (typed double spaced)
* Aworks cited page must be included





