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English/Theatre and Drama 120, Sections 317 & 322 


TA: Ben Fleer 


Production Elements Essay #1 


 
Due on Monday, October 3rd at the beginning of discussion. 


 


Essay Length: 750 words  


Production: Laughter on the 23rd Floor at the Bartell Theatre 


Production Element: Costumes 


 
Assignment Objective:  


 


Your assignment is to write an analytical essay focusing on how the costume design choices made in 


Laughter on the 23rd Floor created meaning for you while viewing the production.  


 


Assignment Recommendations and Tips: 


 


*Keep in mind that a mere summary of what you witnessed while watching the production is NOT the 


goal of this paper. Your efforts should instead be three-fold: first, to objectively describe what you saw, 


then to discuss your subjective beliefs regarding what you believe what you saw meant, and finally, to 


express subjective opinions over whether or not you feel the production benefitted from what you saw.  


 


*Since this assignment has a 750-word length requirement, know that you are not expected to discuss 


every aspect of the production’s costumes. Pick specific elements of its costume design that really stood 


out to you to write about—the ones that had some sort of emotional or intellectual impact.  


 


*Support your argument with detailed descriptions of how costumes were used in the play. Make your 


language as specific and vivid as possible. “I thought Jack’s suit looked cool,” does not really tell your 


reader anything about the production. “Jack’s sleek, genteel suit made out of fine green and violet fabric 


gave him an air of sophistication, showing us that this was a man of great taste and high class, and it 


provided him with the appearance of being confident and well-composed—however, his magenta bowtie 


and silver cufflinks were costume pieces that he often fiddled with during tense moments in the action of 


the drama, and, in my opinion, these afforded the actor playing the character in this production with a 


cleverly nuanced means of revealing that, beneath his veneer of self-assurance, Jack actually struggled 


with a rather substantial degree of insecurity,” tells your reader a great deal more. 
 


 


*This is an academic paper. That means certain things are expected from your essay. It needs to have a 


clear thesis (a central argument) expressed by a coherent and comprehensive thesis statement. Your 


essay needs to have an introductory paragraph containing your thesis statement, so that your reader 


can obtain an idea of what you are going to be writing about. Finally, your essay needs to have a 


concluding paragraph, one that not only summarizes your argument, but also states the point of that 


argument, as well as illustrates its significance to your understanding of the production and the impact 


that its costumes had on it. 


 


*It’s perfectly acceptable to jot down notes on the night that you see the play to help you write your 


essay at a later date—however, wait until intermission or after the production has concluded to do so. 


DO NOT TAKE NOTES DURING THE PLAY!  IT IS ONE OF THE RUDEST, MOST 








DISTRACTING THINGS YOU CAN DO IN A THEATRE. Plus, you will miss out on important things 


happening in the performance if you try to take notes during the show.   


 


*Your emphasis should be on the quality of your analysis and the means by which you support that 


analysis with evidence (examples from the production), not on the quantity of things surveyed within 


your essay.  


 


*Reread your essay once you have completed it.  Maybe read it to yourself out loud.  Seek out the places 


where you can make your word choices, your descriptions, or your claims more insightful, clear, or 


specific. Check your paper for spelling and grammatical errors, and check to make sure you have 


followed all of the formatting guidelines for the paper. Formatting guidelines for writing assignments 


are located in your discussion section syllabus. 


 


*If you find that you cannot decide on what aspects of the production’s costumes you want to write 


about, don’t panic! You can always refer to the information contained within the "Guide to Basic 


Elements of Theatre Production" handout posted on the class website at Learn@UW for ideas. 


 


*For general tips on how to develop a thesis statement, go here: 


http://www.writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/Thesis_or_Purpose.html 


 


*For general tips on how to write an introduction to an essay, go here: 


http://www.writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/Introductions.html 


 


*For general tips on how to write a conclusion to an essay, go here: 


http://www.writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/Conclusions.html 


 


*Note that you must limit your analysis of Laughter on the 23rd Floor to the production 


element of costumes, otherwise your essay will not be accepted.  
 


Grading:  


 


Your essay will be graded based upon four criteria. These are content, thesis, style, and format.  


There are a total of 80 points possible on this assignment.  


 


Content—Your essay provides vividly described examples of the use of costume in the play. For each 


example, your essay analyzes how it supports your thesis. Content counts for 70% of your grade (56 


points).  


 


Thesis—Your essay offers your reader a clear thesis that articulates a specific and supportable point of 


view about the production. Thesis counts for 10% of your grade (8 points).  


 


Style—Your essay displays good organization and paragraph structure, careful and varied word choice, 


correct spelling, and correct grammar. Style counts for 15% of your grade (12 points). 


 


Format—Your paper adheres to the formatting instructions outlined in your discussion section syllabus. 


Format counts for 5% of your grade (4 points).  
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