najor
vner-
ed in
cially
oubt
The
O as
d as
were
¢ on
shile
sion
ent.
ver-
the
this
heir
SIS

ons
Jed
| tO
had

THE UMAYYAD CALIPHATE

rcinfOYCCd’ rather than diminished, the loyalty of the Kiifans to the ‘Alid

mily, now represented by al-Husayn’s son “All and his half-brog
Muhammad b. a!—Hanaﬁy)lfa, bo.ﬂ% in the Hijaz and both rciucto 2
become actively dmvoived. in politics in Iraq. The lack of any f:n t to
Alid jeader 1n Kifa at .th1s mqmcnt led to a certain jockeying forrceﬁ.ﬂ
fon among old aSS(.)CIatC!.q of "All until the leadership was grad?l(::?ilv
caken over by the enigmatic personality of Mukhtir b. Abi ‘Uba a why
by Rabi" I 66,/October 685 had driven out the governors sentyb Ibo
af—Zuban and made himself master of the city. Mukhtir was b;: thiI;
ime an elderly man; he had been born in T#'if around the time of the
Hijra but seems to have gone to Iraq v?’hcn “Umar sent his father Abi
‘Ubayd b. Mas‘ad to command the armies there. Abi ‘Ubavd had been
killed at the Battle of the Bridge but the family remained in the area
acquired property and Mukhtar himself held minor office during ‘AJI’;
caliphate. Although a Fh.aqah, he does not seem to have formed part
of the Thaqif group enriched by Ziyad and his son and he remained
a representative of the old Islamic ¢lite of Kifa, anxious to regain its
prestige. By the time he assumed control in the city, he was very experi-
enced and few could have had as good an understanding of the city and
its problems.

At first Mukhtir seems to have tried to enter into partnership with
Ibn al-Zubayr but the latter distrusted him and negotiations came to
nothing. He then espoused the cause of the “Alid family but it was more
difficult to find a candidate who would accept the doubtful honour;
both ‘Ali b. al-Husayn and Muhammad b. al-EHanafiyya were in the
Hijaz, under the eye of 1bn al-Zubayr, and neither of them were keen
to share the fate of al-Husayn; while ‘Al refused absolutely, Ibn al-
Hanafiyya’s replies were ambiguous but allowed Mukhtir to claim that
he enjoyed his support. He proclaimed Ibn al-Hanafiyya, not just as
caliph but as mahds. This implied that he was a divinely guided saviour,
a messiah, who would, with God’s support, establish justice for all
Muslims. This seems to have been a novel concept in Islam buF the
idea of the mahdi was widely accepted and was to provide the 1'dco-
logical inspiration for many subsequent movements a.nd rebellions.
Ibn al-Hanafiyya’s candidature marked a new departure 11 other d“i[ays‘
Al-Hasan and al-Husayn were both sons of Fatima and hence cirect
descendants of the Prophet as well as of ‘Al but Ibn aF-Haﬂiﬁjzi W:‘;
hot; it was only his descent from “Ali that claim to p%)rt‘
the Holy Family and his acceptance is a si
ance of the memory of ‘Ali among many i{‘ Irag. gl

Mukhir’s supporters came from many dlffcrent’farfn :.ll
groups. He took power with the support of Arabs Ir

gave him 2 0 be
gn of the increasing 1m

rreconcilable
the different
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in the population and some mawgl; f‘bﬂut |
tribes rcprtscntt?d in ¢ originally a movement of mawgj; thejp . 0 :
number. While 1t was not{) have grown as a result of Mukhtir‘s M, 5
bers and inﬂucnf:c seem Abd “Amra Kaysan, was appointeg 1Ceeg
and one of thtl,r lcaders,an da explicitly claimed that he wag 5 i
police. Mukhtar’s [:‘I‘OP:kg” and of the mawili. At the same time b g.m
the interests of the we 4 so create a united Kifan miligy bu;med
to win over 1_:h¢ “‘%mflﬂ ‘ larmed by the radical nature of Mukh thf
nobles were increasingly art oAt bestibal i hcaried. tar’s
movement and ttlﬁll' Su;ﬂj]ﬁh b. Ziyad attacking Kifa from the nq |

The threat of “Ubay an effective army against the menace pye, . |
and tht:l need to r'éuSt“;‘M ukhtir and the ashrafinto the open. Th. lai t
the tEI’l.Sl()I'lS bemﬁcnhad e Ll el hOI’SES, p&ld thﬁm the !ﬁ:i
complamed that he E unreasonably and this led to ﬁghti ".u
and generally favoured them e : g In
Kiifa itself at which the ashraf were worsted. At t‘ e sam:.f: time, Mllkht‘;ir’g
relations with Mus‘ab b. al-Zubayr also becam_e increasingly problemarg
and, after Mukhtar refused to accept a Qurashi governor {mm‘ the Hij,,
Mus‘ab and he became rivals in Iraq. Th'ﬁ defeated ashaf of Kafy took
advz;ntage of this and, under the leadership ftif I\illilhaﬂm“i&"d b. al-Ash‘ath,
they and their followers, 10,000 strong, left Kifa and ]omed‘ Mus‘ab ip
Bagra. With the Zubayrid forces they then returned to Kifa, defeated
Mukhtar’s supporters and finally killed him after besieging him in the
governor’s palace in 67 /April 687.

Mukhtar’s revolt had lasted less than two years and his control had never
extended beyond Kufa and its countryside. None the less it is of great
importance in illustrating the problems of carly Islamic society, showing
clearly the antagonism between the ashraf and other Arabs and the
mawili who, for the first time, play a si gnificant role in the politics of the
community. The idea of the mahdi too was to have a lasting importance
and many of the ideas which had been developed in Kiifa during Mukhtir's
brief, revolutionary rule, survived among small, closely knit groups of Iraqi
Muslims and were to provide the inspiration for future rebels. At the time,
however, his failure was complete and Mus‘ab and his forces extracted
bloody reprisals on his supporters in Kufa. He had tried to put together
4 C‘f’aht“m of all the groups in Kafa, a united front which would once
again restore the city to 3 Position of influence in the Islamic commun-
ity. Despite his att

“MpLs at compromise, he had been defeated by the

Internal divisions. He hag also been let down by the ‘Alid family and
even Ibn al-Hanaﬁyya’s endors

. tments were ambiguous. Man / supportefs
f ; 3 }

of the family were qyt, bout Mukhtar’s claims to represent them-

’s rebellion meant that Ibn al-Zubayf

W the major rivals for power. ‘Abd Alldh b
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Jubay™ had asscrred his claim ‘m lca'dcrship on Mu'awiya’s dearh and
o o Mecca rather than acknowledge Yazid. He represe

pad fled cd by those Qurashis who resented the way in \\nhtjcc}l] and
‘::u ’;3 d family had mun_opolizx:d power which they félt shouls h;gi

L generally d:stnbutcjd among the Quraysh, especially mem.
bt of his OWN clan (_)f Mak_hzum, m'zals of the Umayyads since the days
of Abi jahl and Abu‘Suﬁ;an. He h.1msclt Was an austere, some said 3
miscrly fIBUFC, _wh() d:r'c_'gtfd' ()pc:ratx()ns from Mecca, gaining a certain

from his gu;'lrdlal‘lshlp of the Holy Places but thereby distanc'mg
pmself from events in the more populous parts of the Muslim world. In
1raq he was represented by his more dyenaml‘c and worldly brother Mus‘ab
who attempted tO control Iraq. Musab faced two main problems. In
Kifa there was Mukhtar 311(1.111 southern Iraq and the areas around the
Gulf there were the Khawarij.

The Khawarij, who had deserted “Ali, had remained largely quiescent
under Mu‘awiya but his death seems to have sparked off new disturb-
ances. Acting in small, fast-moving guerrilla groups they were a con-
sant threat to the government of the settled areas. The two principal
groups which threatened Zubayrid control were the Najdiyya and the
Aziriga. The former were based in Yamama, on the eastern side of the
Arabian peninsula and recruited almost entirely from the Hanifa tribe
who had supported Musaylima the false prophet at the time of the
Ridda. They tried, with some success, to assert their control over “Uman
and even the Yemen, and for a period in 68 /687 they had more power
in the Arabian peninsula than either Ibn al-Zubayr or the Umayyads.
After 72/691, however, internal differences led to a breakup of their
power and they were eventually subdued. Even more threatening were
the Azariqa of Ahwaz and Fars against whom the Zubayrids were com-
pelled to wage a long and exhausting struggle. Fortunately for Mus‘ab,
he found a new and important ally to help him in this unrewarding task.
Many Azdis from ‘Uman had moved to Basra towards the end of the
reign of Mu‘awiya and their chief, al-Muhallab b. Abi Sufra, established
himself as one of the most powerful men in the area and a very success-
ful soldier. He is also said to have introduced metal stirrups to Muslim
amies for the first time. It was he and his men who provided t{u‘:
backbone of the Zubayrid army against the Khawari] and against Ml_lkhm'
Desp_ite his efforts, however, the Azariqa remained a threat unt
the family of al-Zubayr had been defeated. ' ‘Abd
hroughout  this period of confusion and bloodshed in Iraq,
4-Malik had consol; i Syria, In 71 (691) he reached

solidated his position 1n Syria. _ A
" 3greement with Zufar b. al-Harith al Kilabi and his Qaysi follo

th 7 ' ' _7ubayr in exchange for a

¢ Jazira who agreed to abandon Ibn al-Zubay

f

| after
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privileged position at court a:_:d in tht:: Umayyad army, After
al-Malik was able to turn his attcnuor} to Iraq withoyg i is, "Abg
disturbances along his lines of communication. The epq thy _f::;t.\r of
was swift. Mus‘ab was beset by troubles and resented by man It Cane
for the bloody way in which Mukhtar’s rebellion had been STIY Ki
while al-Muhallab was entirely occupied fighting the Khiamse:'
south. The caliph in person led the army which defeated MUS'ab] N the
al-Jathaliq (72/691) and entered Kafa to receive the honl"lag:t Payr
people. In the south, al-Muhallab was reconciled without myg tI(‘){) the
to the new regime. The final act was the despatch of a smgj fosice H“hlt
al-Hajjaj b. Yosuf to Mecca where, after the bombardmen of Thend.cr
and the Ka'ba itself, Ibn al-Zubayr was finally killed in Jumadz | ;;W
October 692. The unity of the community had been restoreq. Onc/
again the dissensions in Iraq had allowed the Umayyads and the Syria;
supporters to dominate the richer and more populous areas to the east
It now remained for “Abd al-Malik to consolidate his gains and make his
rule effective.

With the elimination of active opposition, “Abd al-Malik could pursye
his policy of consolidating his authority. It seems that the events of the
early part of the reign and the crisis which had affected the Umayyad
caliphate since Mu‘awiya’s death, had convinced him that the decentral-
ized system that Mu"awiya had introduced was not practical; under the
control of a highly skilled manipulator like Mu"awiya, it could be effect-
ive but it was not a solid foundation for building a state. He began
policy of administrative and political centralization which was to provide
a model for many later Muslim governments. This involved the develop-
ment of a standard Arabic coinage. Up to this time, the coinage had
been essentially regional: in Iraq and the East, the Muslims had begun
to issue silver dirhams based on Sasanian models with a simple MHS!lm
overstrike from a very early period. As governor of-Iraq under Mu‘awiya,
Ziyad b. Abi Sufyan had minted dirhams bearing his own name. Thls
reflects the early development of the diwin system of paying the mild
which required large quantities of cash. In Syria, by contrast, there 18 f;f
evidence that gold or silver were minted before the reign of ‘Ab.d '
Malik. There is some suggestion that copper coins ( fuliis) Were mum':€r
locally but even that remains uncertain. This probably reflects the slow

y
development of systems of military pay in Syria and the absenc¢® o

centralized diwan. jlver

After ‘Abd al-Malik’s reforms, the old distinction betweeh e Sﬂvas
(dirham) areas of the Sasanian empire and the gold (i) aga
of Syria, Palestine and Egypt was maintained but from now o %

; : iph
fcw CXperiments with ﬁgurative chigrlS including a ustandlﬂg Cahp
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rtrait, all Arabic coinage was to be of a standard weight and design,
bearing inscriptions but no images. The new gold dindrs were intro-
duced in 77 /6967 and the silver dirhams in 79,/698-9. The gold
dinars, which were probably produced in Damascus, carried pious phrases
and the date, but neither the place of minting nor the name of the ruler.
The dirbams produced in a number of mints in Iraq and the East gave
the name of the mints, but not that of the caliph or governor. From the
reign of the caliph Hisham, divham production was centralized in Wasit,
where the Syrian troops were stationed.
Along with this standardization of the coinage went an Arabization
of the administration. From now on all the administration in whatever
art of the empire was to be conducted in Arabic, once again eliminat-
ing local differences and forcing those Persian and Greek officials who
wished to continue to work for the government, to learn the new ways.
Nor was there any doubt that surplus taxation was to be forwarded to
the treasury in Damascus; the Iragis had lost the battle to retain the
revenues of the Sawad in their own hands. All these activities served

to introduce a unity and degree of control which had hitherto been

lacking.
This administrative centralization reflected a broader political change.

‘Abd al-Malik’s authority was based on his own family and on the Syrian
army. His own family had been employed from Marwan’s reign to
govern different areas. His brother ‘Abd al-Aziz was ruler of Egypt
for almost the entire reign, from the time of its conquest from Ibn
al-Zubayr in 65/685 to the year before the caliph’s death, keeping the
province loyal and peaceful. Other experiments were not as successful;
his brother Bishr b. Marwan does not seem to have been able to control
Iraq and, as we shall see, family rule was not continued there. Another
brother, Muhammad b. Marwan, on the other hand, was governor of
the Jazira from its first subjection in 73 /692-3 until 91/709-10, some
years after the caliph’s death. Here again a key province was held by a
member of the Marwanid family who secured its loyalty to the regime.
One result of this was that the family itself tended to become divided
and represent different interests within the Syrian ruling group;
Muhammad b. Marwan, for example, became closely associated with the
Qaysis of the northern Jazira and the Byzantine frontier region, while
the caliph’s son Sulayman, living at Ramla in Palestine, became identi-
fied with the Yamami interest. These associations were later to lead to
differences and divisions within the ruling house itself.

The Syrian army also contained different groups. The Marwanids had
been brought to power by the Yaman tribes under the leadership of the

Kalbis, who for the first seven years of the reign remained the mainstay
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of the forces. The 3EfomanS_0f 71/691 _b,ew_"'fc“ the caliph and

- leader, Zufar D. al-Harith at Qarqstyya, however, brok th_“
Qaysi l ij wer. From this point on “Abd al-Malik tried ¢, bt this
mnn'{)pﬂ e roups, both at court and in th ance
the interests of these WO & pS, i ¢ army. Ip y,,
1ot an easy task. The feud between the Yamani groups and the Qurse
which had emerged after Yazid I's death was exacerbated by raids
counter-raids, at first in the Jazira apd Palmyrena but later as far 4y,
as the Hijaz and Iraq. Tribes which were not previously involyeq
and whose genealogical Jffiliations were obscure, were drawn into ﬂu;_
conflict whether they liked it or not. The Taghlib, for example, were ,
eribe which had lived for many years on the middle Euphrates but in the
aftermath of the conquest they found their position threatened by
newcomers from Arabia, the Banii Sulaym. The Sulaym were attached to
the Qaysi group at Marj Rahit and so the Taghlib, to defend themselves,
were forced to look for protection from Kalbi leaders and so became
artached to the Yamani causc. In this way, the pernicious feud which
had previously been confined to Syria alone, was spread through much
of the Islamic world. The violence, raiding and counter-raiding was
almost impossible to stop; the best that the caliph could do was to keep
it under control by threats and himself paying the blood-money de-
manded to prevent further retaliation. Like the activities of the Khawar,
the Qays-Yaman feud illustrated the problems of transition from a nomad
to a settled society and policy.

Iraq of course remained the major problem and it was here that “Abd

al-Malik employed his greatest and most celebrated helper, al-Hajj3j b.
Yasuf al-Thaqafi. He was born in Ta’if in 41,/661 and was thus som¢
twenty years younger than the caliph and still a young man when he was
called to high office. He worked his way up through the military polict,
the shurta, and came to the caliph’s attention during the pfﬂpamﬁonff
for the Iraq campaign of 71-2,/690-1. After the fall of Kafa, al-H
was sent to fulfil the unpopular task of reducing Ibn al-Zubayr in Mecc?
g h‘m cﬂicienf: y and loyalty were shown to their fullest. ‘Abd al-Malik’s
zﬁépenmcnts with family rule in Iraq had not been a success SO in 75
4, he turned to al-Hajjaj and put him in charge of both Basr and

I;‘;‘f;; iﬂ?i?ﬁgdbaﬁ&bihi had been before. In 78,/697-8 Khurasan a0
e a 1 L] L) - - . =
of all the ﬁaSte; to his responsibilities, making him effective overlor

half of the cali : % Khurﬁsﬁﬂ
di : iphate. He did not administer
Kiiffnbié ap[flgmtm the Azdi leader al-Muhallab who had fough" %
) 30 well and now became a major force in the Umayyad €ast

S00n as hf.‘. was ap H )
R pointed S ) deter
funaton to rule eﬁ‘cctivelt; Iraq al-Hajjaj demonstrated his fiercc

: ; In this h s Thaqgafl ©”
nections e e was helped by his q
and while his origins are usually dcscﬁbgd as gbscmc, his mothﬂf
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ernor of Kufa for Mu‘awiya.

From the beginning he seems almost to have goaded the Iragis into
rebellion, as if looking for an excuse to break them. Under pain of death
he forced the armies of Kiafa and Basra into the field, to that most
unrewarding of tasks, combating the Khawarij. Furthermore, in an effort
at economy he reduced their ‘at@’, so that they were actually paid less
than the Syrians. There was bound to be an explosion and five years
after his appointment it came. The issue was an old bone of contention,
the reluctance of the armies of Kafa and Bagra to go on long campaigns,
and in the year 80,/699, al-Hajjaj obliged ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad
b. al-Ash‘ath to lead an expedition to Sistan. Ibn al-Ash‘ath was the
greatest of the ashrif of Iraq and a symbol of their pride and independ-
ence. His family had done much to undermine the positions of both “Ali
and Mukhtir. To his army were attached a number of other ashraf, so
much so that it was called the “Peacock Army” from the wealth and
display of its leaders. The campaign was hard but more difficult for the
leaders to bear were the constant rebukes and instructions from al-
Hajjaj, and this overbearing attitude finally drove Ibn al-Ashath to re-
bellion. He led his army west from Sistan, through Fars and defeated
al-Hajjaj’s forces at Tustar, 81/701, before sweeping on to establish
himself in his home town of Kiifa. Al-Hajjaj maintained himself in Basra
with ThaqafT support and a Syrian garrison but without massive Syrian
aid, he was powerless to take the initiative.

In Kiifa Ibn al-Ash‘ath was welcomed by all sections of the population
but there must have been many in the city who remembered how he
and his family had betrayed the cause of Mukhtar and the rifts soon
began to show again. The caliph was seriously alarmed at the turn of
events, and, to al-Hajjaj’s disgust, offered terms. These included the
dismissal of al-Hajjaj, the appointment of Ibn al-Ash‘ath to high office
and the raising of the @t of Iraqi troops to the Syrian level. Ibn al-
Ash‘ath wanted to accept these but his more determined followers among
the qurrd rejected them and he was forced to continue the fight. With
the breakdown of negotiations, al-Hajjaj and the Syrians took the initiat-
ive again, defeating Ibn al-Ash‘ath in a series of battles, notably at Dayr
al-Jamajim (Rabi‘ I 82/April 701) and dividing his supporters by gener-
ous offers of amnesty to all those who would lay down their arms. Ibn
al-Ash‘ath himself was forced to leave Iraq and fled to the east where he
eventually tried to take refuge with the Zunbil, the prince of Zabulistan
and the man he had originally been sent by al-Hajjaj to fight, but his
followers were dispersed and he himself died soon after. Once again, the
divisions among the Kiifans and the determined use of Syrian military
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. sroved effective against ¢SS well organized opponen
orders, but ¥ i Jops were to be the real ruling class i i
Henceforth these Syrian troOps W=EF B 7 iling class in the
area and the [raqis, whether ashvaf or quyya Or mawili, were redygeq
to subject status. The revolt had been an attempt by the local leadership
to assert its control and now 1t had been defeated, al-Hajjaj seemed
determined tO break them for ever. |
There was also 2 fundamental change in the fiscal system of the state,
at least as it operated in Iraq. Originally the ‘atd had been paid accord-
ing to the role which the recipient, Or his ancestors had paid in the
Muslim conquests. It was, in fact, a reward for past service, and many in
Iraq believed that it was their unalienable right. Al-Hajjaj was deter-
mined to change this. He saw clearly that this system meant that the
caliph and his governor had very little executive authority and few e
wards to offer their loyal supporters. Ile decided that the ‘ari’ should
be a salary, that is that it was a payment for serving in the army now
rather than a reward for what one’s ancestors had done. People who did
not fight would not be paid. Furthermore, this army was now largely
fna}ic up of Syrian soldiers. This aroused the passionate hostility of many
i : i g . : :
“0 tra;l tho claimed that the provisions laid down by ‘Umar and sup
e / ’ 1 1 . - |
l;)h " }1 glflﬁcrc'bcmg destroyed by the impious Umayyads, but ™"
e end s Hoj' vison riumphes: by his death the % 1ad B0
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Muslimpstatc ; service, not a reward received by ancient right. ThU? m
ihe 66 eveloped a professional army, paid in cash salaries 0
proceeds of public taxation P from the angcﬂt
world but v; , a structure familiar 1ro
virtually unknown i : 2
Al-Hajiai in contemporary Western Europ¢- .,
A3J3) and members of the 1 ) the Cahphs
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of t_hc Kiifan élftc; the family of Ibn al-Ash'ath and others like
chem continucd 1o enjoy a modest prosperity from the arca burt their
political power was broken for ever. The people of Kiifa, which in the
ame of ‘Umar had been the greatest Muslim city of ;Lll, were now
eaderlcss and C“"‘"d} 0[“}’ a radical and total revolution could reverse
this unhappy state of affairs.

‘Tl?c partnership UE ‘Abd al-Malik and al-Hajjaj lasted untl the
caliph’s ‘dcat!a.- Al-Hajjaj was not just ruler of Irag, he effectively con-
wolled Khurisin and all the east, appointing governors from among his
Protéges. He had made this control absolute when in 84/704 he had
secured the dismissal from Khurdsin of Yazid b. al-Muhallab, who
had succeeded his father as governor in 82/701-2. Despite his affinity
with the ashrdf, al-Muhallab had resisted all attempts of Ibn al-Ash‘ath
to involve him in his rebellion and held the province for al-Hajjaj.
Although they had proved their loyalty, however, the Mubhallabis were
suspected because of their independent power base in the Azdi tribes-
men and their great prestige. By 84/704 there seem to have been
growing differences between them and al-Hajjaj, differences which the
absolutist nature of al-Hajjaj’s power could not tolerate.

‘Abd al-Malik died in Damascus in Shawwal 86,/October 705 at the
age of sixty. His reign had been a period of hard-won successes; he had
established, in place of the decentralized Sufyanid system, a centralized,
bureaucratic empire, dependent in the last resort on the power of the
Syrian army. The Islamic community was sharply divided between the
rulers and the ruled, while the ruled were no longer the conquered
people and mawali alone but included many Arabs, especially in Iraq
and Khurisin, who felt that the regime no longer represented their
wishes or needs. It was in many ways an impressive achievement but it
was to prove something of a difficult inheritance for the later Umayyads.
But ‘Abd al-Malik also left one legacy which we can still delight i.n
today; the Dome of the Rock, the earliest great monument of Islamic
architecture, was constructed in Jerusalem on his orders and at his expense.

The Sons of “Abd al-Malik and “Umar II: Consolidation

and Division in the Marwanid Caliphate 86-125/705-743

his son al-Walid, already acknowledged
‘Aziz b. Marwan, the long-
Al-Walid’s reign was in
f prosperity and

‘Abd al-Malik was succeeded by
as heir since the death of his uncle, ‘Abd al-
time governor of Egypt, in the previous year-
many ways a continuation of his father’s and a penod 0 f poor relief
Peace in many parts of the empire. He instituted a system o g s
and public charity in Syria and began many building project>
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the great Umayyad mosque in the centre of Damasc
tempted to keep the balance, as his father had done, bet::' He .
ent groups in the Syrian élite. The rivalry for power bctw?n the diﬁc;: J ﬂﬂfﬁmd
and Yamani leaders was as intense as ever and it is at least ;I;SSi;Q% Lﬁﬁbigﬁ y
: (

the caliph kept it on the boil so that one faction shoylg no tye |V i
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death of al-Walid, they demonstrated clearly that these military activities
had not won their loyalty and devotion.

Al-Hajjaj died in Ramadan 95/June 714 aged only fifty-five and the
Caliph al-Walid the next year, 96/715, and the stage was sct for a
reaction against these policies. ‘Abd al-Malik had settled the succession
such that al-Walid would be succeeded by his brother Sulayman, and,
despite some efforts to alter this arrangement, Sulayman, a generous and
casy-going prince, NOW duly became caliph. As has already been noted,
Sulaymadn had been governor of Palestine where he had come in close
contact with the local Yamani leaders, and his tutor and chief adviser
was Raja’ b. Haywa al-Kindi, a religious figure attached to the Yamani
group who had served ‘Abd al-Malik as, among other things, the man-
ager of the construction of the Dome of the Rock. Sulayman had used
his position to make allies among those who opposed al-Hajjaj and his
policies, including the deposed governor of Khurasin, Yazid b. al-
Muhallab, who sought refuge with him in his capital at Ramla. Sulayman’s
accession marks the return to power of the Yamani group and the
dismissal of many of al-Fajjaj’s nominees, including Qutayba b. Muslim
in Khurasan.

There has been much controversy about exactly what the Yaman
Qays—Mudar parties stood for at this time. They certainly represented
rival groups within the Syrian ¢lite and army which claimed a common
descent. The Arab sources tend to portray the conflict as essentially tribal
rivalry, ‘asabiyyn. Attempts to arguc that they were really different polit-
ical parties, the Qaysis supporting expansion of the empire and an Arab
monopoly on political power, while Yamanis were less imperialist and
concerned to make links with non-Arab Muslims, are not convincing. In
reality the conflict was between two factions, based on tribal loyalties,
which sought to control access to military power and the privileges that
went with it. The prizes were the favour of the ruling caliph and the
lucrative governorships in the provinces. What may have begun as a
struggle in Syria soon spread elsewhere: in Iraq the Azd tribe was drawn
into the Yamani group while their great rivals, Tamim, became the
centre of the Qays—Mudar group in the province. These rivalries were in
turn transported to Khurasan, where the participation of the Arabs in
military forces, meant that the rivalries were especially fierce and violent.
By the reign of Hisham, if not before, it was virtually impossible for any
political or military leader to avoid relying on on¢ faction or the other.

Sulayman’s reign was only two years long (96-9/7 15-17). He had a
reputation for luxurious living and certainly did not cultivate a pious
image. His government appointments reflected his Yamani leanings. Raja’
b. Haywa al-Kindi remained his chief adviser while Yazid b. al-Muhallab
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Sulayman’s unexpected death meant a crisis for his supporters, since

they felt that ‘Abd al-Malik’s other prominent sons, Yazid and Hishim
were committed to their opponents. In this crisis the succession was
managed by the caliph’s adviser, Raja’ b. Haywa, who persuaded him,
just before his death, to nominate his cousin, ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz

instead.
It was thanks to Sulayman’s testament and Raja’s organization tht

‘Umar II became caliph. He is the most puzzling character among the
Marwanid rulers. The Islamic tradition is unanimous in seeing him asa
complete contrast with the other rulers of his family; where they arc
godless usurpers, tyrants and playboys, he alone is represented as pios
and ruling like a true Muslim. Recent scholarship has confirmed the
view that his reign marks an important break, although from 2 rather
different point of view.
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oI-Hajjaj’s iron grip, had meant that converts to Islam continued to be
raxed as if they were unbelievers. This bred resentment and it was to
counter this that ‘Umar produced his famous fiscal rescript, an attempt
to reform the financial administration. The most revolutionary aspect of
this was that the mawali were to be taxed as if they were Muslims, that
is to say they were only to pay the sadaga or alms. On the other hand,
they were not allowed to sell their land to Muslims and on conversion,
thcir land became the property of their villages, that is to say that their
{ands remained khardj lands, paying the full rate of land-tax. In this way
the anomaly could be removed without doing great damage to the
treasury. 1t was an ingenious scheme and it is not entirely clear how
successful it could have been; the reaction which followed his death
certainly meant that it was allowed to lapse. It did establish, however,
the fundamental point of Muslim taxation: that khardj land remained
khardj land no matter who owned it. Unbelievers were required to pay
the jizya, OF poll-tax, now clearly separated from the khariaj, and this
Japsed on conversion but the payment of khardj was unaffected by this.

In this way ‘Umar attempted to resolve the tensions which threatened
the community. He also forbade any further foreign wars and adven-
cures. His character is difficult to assess. When he was in the Hijaz he
seems to have had the reputation of luxurious living but on becoming
caliph he adopted something of the austerity traditionally ascribed to his
namesake “Umar 1. This piety may well have been genuine, but it was
the mark of a skilled and determined politician, trying to find new
solutions to long-standing problems.

This programme of reform was brought to an untimely end by his
early death in 101/ 720. His policies had threatened too many interests
and the Qaysis were determined to re-establish the old order. His suc-
cessor Yazid 1I was a caliph in the old tradition, more interested in
amusement than the day-to-day business of government and prepared to
let the governors of the provinces have their own way. He was content
to be ruled by Qaysi advisers but not everyone in the empire was pre-
pared to accept the change gracefully. Yazid b. al-Muhallab was allowed
to escape from prison and immediately raised the standard of revolt in
Iraq, pledging a Holy War against Syrian rule. Ibn al-Muhallab was
perhaps the only indigenous Iraqi leader to have survived al-Hajjaj’s rule
aqd he immediately attracted a large following in Basra, where his own
tnb}f was based and the provinces dependent on it. Then he took the
Sytian garrison town of Wasit and advanced on Kiifa, attracting some
support from that city too. But not all Kafans rushed to the standard
and there is no evidence that he received any support from the Yamani
party in Syria. He was opposed by one of the greatest soldiers of the
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y _Malik, a hero of the Qays
jama b Abd al-Malik, yoiaid g
:rs:s;h:;inst the Byzantines. In Safar 102/August 720 Ya:;m;'%
Muhallab was defeated and killed on the !icid of battle, the [y " 3
ampions. For the final time the divisions 5 of

o ic Iragi ch : m ¢
?:Sq:?':ad aﬂowcd the Syrans tO triumph and to assert thej .

r the east “Ontrgl,
c :
On;;a:::n:i: ?:maincd Only a short ti[:ﬂc as governor, when he Was re.
moved, apparently because hc_ had failed to send surplus revenue frop,
the province tO Damascus. His replacement was the Qaysi thug Vg
b. Hubayra whom ‘Umar 11 had pr(?mOch to b.c governor of the Jag;,
and who proved violent and brutal in his pursuit of the Muhallabis 44
i leaders.
tht‘;: :;T:::cl}’ Yazid himself died aﬁer. a caliphate of only four years i,
105,724 and he was replaced by his much more able, austere ang
conscientious brother Hisham. Hishim had been born in Damascus in
72/691 and was :n his thirties when he became .caliph. Little is known
of his early career beyond his outspoken opposition to the accession of
‘Umar 11 but his reign showed him to be shrewd, cautious and, on the
whole, conciliatory. Like all the wiser and more successful rulers of his
family he attempted to stay above the Qays—Yaman feud and to avoid
confrontation if possible. It is a measure of his success that the nineteen
years of his reign were among the most peaceful of the entire Umayyad
century, at least as far as internal opposition was concerned. In the all
important governorate of Iraq and the east which now again took in
Khurasin and Iran as it had under Ziyad and al-Hajjaj, Hisham ap-
pointed a new man from the neutral tribe of Bajila, Khalid b. ‘Abd Allzh
al-Qasri. Khilid does not have the reputation of his great predecessors
in the office for statesmanship or ferocity but he was thoroughly com-
petent and totally loyal, conscious that he owed his whole career to the
Umayyads and considering that his interests were totally bound up with
theirs. For fifteen years he ruled Iraq and it was a period without any
serious disturbances.
Hisham’s main problems were external invasion and the finances of
the government. During his rule the Islamic empire suffered three major
::cal:?agbzs,.czﬁirgfs;f(i these threats was from the Caucasus area W;::l;
threatened by the atta:ksasi‘es il i Lok et Smes 0
southern Russia. To comb D s Kitzars, Tharks from ¢ stc_pp were
mobilized as weil as local ;fnigs'sc threats the Qaysis of the I i’ to
the v ian troops. Command was given
cteran general Maslama b. ‘Abd al-Malik and then from 114/7
onwards to another member of the rul; alik and the! 4 ammad
b. Marwa ¢ ruling family, Marwan b. Mul :
an, a grandson of th . A _ d g
of the Caliph Marwan. This comma®
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Marwin a unique opportunity to build up support among the Qaysis
and others in Armenia and the Jazira fmd he bccame. ?Jmost the only
member of the ruling family with an independent military command.
Armenia at this time was somewhat similar to parts of Khurasan, in that
the Arabs ruled through the native princes or nakharars who collected
tribute and some of whose men were recruited for the army against the
Khazars. Marwan took great care to remain on good terms with these
local nobles, and ensured that their men received the pay owing to
them. He also assured the accession to leadership of the nakbarars of his
own protégé, Ashot the Bagratid, the ancestor of a long and famous l{ne
of Armenian kings, by expelling his enemies, the Mamikonian family,
from the area. The campaign was difficult but in the end triumphant,
the Khazars were driven back from the Muslim lands and in 120/ 738
Marwin raided as far as the Khazar capital on the lower Volga. After
121 /739 he, with the help of his loyal QaysT assistant, Ishaq b. Muslim
al-‘Ugayli, concentrated on consolidating his power and influence in
the area.

The second threat came from the Berbers in North Africa. The con-
quest of the Berbers had been very superficial and while Arab garrisons
had been established in some centres in what is now Tunisia like
Qayrawan, there was very little organized government. The Muslim
presence was essentially predatory, slaves and booty being the main
concern of Arab raiding parties. As with the mawali in Iraq, it seems
that the beginnings of conversion to Islam made the Berbers’ grievances
more acute and this was brought home to them by missionaries from
the Khawarij of Iraq who pointed out how the Umayyad government
was exploitative and tyrannical. In 123 /740-1 there was a massive re-
bellion which effectively drove the Arabs out. An expedition sent to
retrieve the situation was heavily defeated and it was only with difficulty
that the remnants of what had been a large Syrian army fought their way
through to Spain where they settled. In 124 /742 another force under a
Kalbi leader, Hanzala b. Safwan, succeeded in restoring the position to
some extent and the rebellion ceased to be a danger. However, this
disturbance did considerable damage to the state; Spain was now effect-
ively cut off and the Umayyads maintained no military presence west of
Qayrawan. What was more, a large number of Syrian troops had been
lost and a further strain put on the Syrian military machine.

The third area of threat was Khurasin. Here, as in the Caucasus area,
the threat came from Turkish nomads, this time a confederation known
to western writers as the Turgesh who were active in the areas beyond
the Oxus, and increasingly threatening not just the Arabs but the native
people of the settled areas around Bukhira and Samarqand as well. As
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To supplement this meagre income, the Umayyad rulers continued
;argc-scalc irrigation and development projects on the sawaf7 and Hishim
was one of the foremost organizers of this in both Syria and Iragq.
Anecdotes in the sources portray him as having a real enthusiasm for
horticulture, and a keen interest in the profits it could bring. In the city
of Mosul, Hisham ordered that that vast sums be spent on canal digging
and erecting eighteen water-mills. In southern Iraq the development
was undertaken by both Khilid al-Qasri, who is said to have made
20 million dirhams out of his agricultural lands and Maslama b. “Abd
al-Malik whose schemes were on an equally vast scale. The remains of
qumerous Umayyad palaces and castles in Syria still remain to show the
extent of their developments in rural areas. As always these activities
benefited the government and the ¢€lite but were not always appreciated
by the local people. A Syrian Christian commentator, Agapius of Manbij,
reckoned that Hisham’s profits from his landed estates exceeded the
profits from taxation of the empire.

The last years of the caliphate were clouded by concern over the
succession and saw a slight but important shift of policy. By previous
sworn agreement, the succession was to pass to Yazid II’s son al-Walid
on Hishim’s death rather than to his own children. Hisham resented
this, not just because he favoured his own line but because he had sons
who were competent, sober and hard-working like their father. This
al-Walid was not; the playboy of the Umayyads par excellence, he was a
talented poet, an enthusiast for architecture (palaces, not mosques) and
a heavy drinker. Hisham’s attempts to change the arrangement were
widely opposed within the Umayyad establishment, even by his closest
political friend, Khalid al-Qasri, and they came to nothing. It was per-
haps in order to ensure stability after his death that Hisham seems to
have come to rely more on the Qaysis. Khalid al-Qasri was deposed
from Iraq in favour of Yusuf b. ‘Umar, a protégé of al-Hajjaj’s and a
member of the ThaqafT tribe which had played such a large part in Iraqi
politics. Khalid al-Qasri may have had Yamani sympathies, certainly he
was later claimed as a Yamani, Yiisuf on the other hand was a deter-
mined and outspoken Qaysi. The change in Iraq was followed by one in
Khurisan where again a committed Qaysi, the veteran military leader
Nasr b. Sayyar, was appointed (both in 120/738). Yasuf made many
enemies at least in part because of his vindictive attitude towards Khalid
and his family and his brief spell as governor saw the only real disturb-
ance in Iraq during this period. In 122 /740 there was an armed revolt
n Kufa led by Zayd b. ‘Al a grandson of al-Husayn who had arrived in
the city from the Hijaz. The Kafans promised large-scale support and
Zayd agreed to put right all the old grievances, the Qur’an and Sunna
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al-Walid 1 called Yazid. He developed the radical line, normally taken by
Kharijis, that al-Walid’s sins were so great that he was no longer fit to be
caliph. He was joined by some members of Yamani tribes anxious to
regain their lost position, notably Manstr b. Jumhir al-Kalbi, described
as an uncouth bedouin. Many more Umayyads and others were extremely
reluctant to support him, however great al-Walid’s crimes. The caliph’s
negligence and the drunkenness of the chief of police allowed the rebels
to take Damascus but it was only with difficulty and considerable
expenditure that they were able to persuade an army to search out al-
Walid. True to form, he was in a desert castle at Bakhra’, about 20 km
south of Palmyra, almost defenceless. It was there that he was killed
by the rebels in Jumada I 126/April 744 murdered, like the Caliph
‘Uthmin, as he sat reading the Qur’an.

Just as the murder of ‘Uthman led to the destruction of the Medinese
regime of the Rashidiin caliphs, so the death of al-Walid led directly to
the breakup of the Umayyad caliphate. It opened, in a much more
vicious form than ever before, the feud between Qays and Yaman which
successive caliphs from “Abd al-Malik on had tried to control. It would
be wrong to imagine that all members of these two groups were implac-
ably hostile; it would secem that the violence was begun by extremists
like Yasuf b. ‘Umar for the Qaysis and Mansur b. Jumhur for the
Yamanis but once it had begun, it was very dithicult to stop and came to
involve the whole Syrian army and political €lite. It was this faral divi-
sion, more than anything else, which destroyed Umayyad government.

On his accession Yazid 11T made a number of commitments to redress
grievances, almost identical to those that Zayd b. "All had made in Kifa,
but including the provision that he was to be deposed if he did not
fulfil his promises. He also recalled Sulayman b. Hisham from exile,
and appointed the Kalbi leader Mansur b. Jumhiir as his governor in
the cast but soon replaced him by ‘Abd Allah, son of “Umar II. It is
difficult to know whether Yazid 1II was a genuine reformer in the spirit
of ‘Umar 11, or whether he was simply an adventurer trying to win
popularity. In Iraq, ‘Abd Allah b. “‘Umar seems to have tried to win over
powerful Kifans by promising them salaries and a position in the
army in exchange for their support. Yazid III died after a reign of only
six months and his reforming ideals, if such they were, hardly had time
to mature. His place was briefly taken by his unconvincing brother,
Ibrahim, but he was unable to withstand the new strong man of the Qays,
Ma""f’ﬁﬂ b. Muhammad. Marwan had remained governor of Armenia
and Adharbayjan, grudgingly accepting the changing rulers, but keeping
a;SV\;’(iWCF base intact. He now proclaimed himself the avenger of

‘Walid 11 and came south with his seasoned troops; the attempts of
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hey were scattered. By the spring 0 ce was |
ﬁ:n;;g [1 was caliph while Yazid b. ‘Umar b. Hubayra in Wasit was his

governor of the cast; but .it was the peace of cghau;zl?gliot:zidpf:?yr?:
the desert. Plague and famine and a terrible earthqua lav in
in the wake of the wars; it was a devastated coul?try, power qowRﬁy _
the hands of men from the Jazira and the mountains of Armenia. cct)t‘ﬁlf
ery might have been possible cven yet but thcrc_x\ias a clf:)ud on the
horizon in the shape of a rebellion in distant Khurasan, led mpthc name
of the Family of the Prophet by an obscure mawli callcFi Abti 'Miushn"l.
By Jumada I 130 /February 748 Abl Muslim had established himself in
the Khurasani capital at Marv having driven out the Umayyad governor,
Nagr b. Sayyar, and was sending his armies to the west tO challenge th'c
Umayyads. Marwian was loyally supported by his Qayst army. From his
base in Wasit, Ibn Hubayra despatched armies under Nubita b. Hanzala
al-Kilabi and ‘Amir b. Dubara al-Murri to check the advance of the
rebels on the Iranian platcau but both were defeated by the opposing
general, Qahtaba b. Shabib. In Iraq itsclf, the resentment against the
Qaysi government of Marwan once morc made itself felt; in Basra a
member of the famous Muhallabi clan, Sufyan b. Mu‘awiya, made an
unsuccessful attempt to take the city while Kiifa was held for the rebels
by Khalid al-QasrT’s son Muhammad. Alienated members of the Umayyad
élite played a significant role in the triumph of the rebels in Iraq. By
Rabi® I 132/October 749 the rebel army had occupied Kiifa and a rival
caliph, the ‘Abbasid, Abu’ I-"Abbas al-Saffih, had been proclaimed. Only
in Wisit did Ibn Hubayra continue to hold out.

Faced with this new crisis, Marwan summoned his most loyal Qayst
supporters to march in Iraq but the ‘Abbasid armies were ready to meet
him. It seems that the ‘Abbasids were heavily outnumbered but they still
defeated Marwin at a battle on the river Zab in Jumada IT 132 /Febru-
ary 750, a battle which effectively broke Umayyad power for ever. Marwan
fled west but the Syrians refused to rally to a man who had inflicted so
much damage on their land. In Damascus in fact the Yamani party
opened the gates to the pursuing ‘Abbasid forces. Marwan fled on to
ES_'.S{P'E, perhaps hoping to reach North Africa but at the end of Dhu’l-
Hijja }32 (August 750), just six months after the defeat on the Zab, he
33 his followers were surprised in the village of Bisir, south of Fustat

the last Umayyad caliph was killed as he had lived, fighting.
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THE UMAYYAD CALIPHATE

marked the moment when tl-lc Arabs lost control of the movement they
had created and the leadership of the umma passed to a new élite, some
of Arab origin, many others of Iranian or, slightly later, of Turkish
descent. Despite the challenges to this picture, it remains basically
intact; no one who could not claim Arab descent played a leading role
in Umayyad politics or court life, although the talents of non-Arabs in
financial or agricultural administration were certainly used. But it was an
Arab kingdom in another important sense as well; it was the period
when the Arabic language came to dominate the Near East, not in the
sense that the majority of the population became Arabic speaking but in
the sense that it became the language of bureaucracy, high court culture
and, above all, of the religion of the ruling class. The dominance of
Arabic was bound up with the dominance of Islam, which retained its
identity and separateness in a society where there were numerous
ancient and highly developed religious traditions. To see how important
this achievement was, we have only to compare the fate of the Arabs and
their civilization with that of the Germanic conquerors who came to
rule most of the western Roman empire from the fifth century onwards.
This linguistic and religious ascendancy was not achieved by mass
conversion. Even at the end of the Umayyad period, Muslims still formed
a very small proportion of the population of the Near East and it was
probably only in parts of Iraq and Khurasan that conversion to the new
religion had made significant progress. Nor was it achieved by forcible
repression. One of the most striking features of the history of the period
is the almost total absence of anti-Muslim rebellions. Christians, Jews
and Zoroastrians seem to have accepted their role as subject peoples
with comparative equanimity and it was not until the pace of conversion
began to increase in the carly ‘Abbasid period that violent protests
developed in parts of Egypt and Iran. Much of this passivity can be put
down to the role of these communities before the coming of Islam. The
Monophysite Christians of Syria and Egypt, as well as all the Christians
of the old Sasanian empire and the Jews everywhere, had been a demil-
itarized subject population under the old dispensation. Much of the
Previous ruling class, the natural leaders of any opposition, had disap-
Peared. Many of the Byzantine officials had emigrated at the conquest
to Constantinople or further west to Sicily and Italy while others, the
Sclons of the Ghassanid clan or the family of St John of Damascus for
“Xample, had either become converted to Islam, as with the Ghassanids,
0{ reached important administrative positions in the government, as
With St John. The disappearance of the élite of Sasanian Persia is more
Puzzling since, apart from the mountainous areas of northern Iran and
urasan, remote and uninviting districts, they had nowhere to flee to.
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more lost their castles, their lands and lives in the lon Auiests, Map,
subdue the province of Fars, the native territory of the Sam;‘“‘g € to
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ing careers in the bureaucracy, even while remaining consdou:{)s Mak.
descent from the Iranian aristocracy. In the fourth/tenth ceng, Of thej,
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In some ways, the Arabs were in a similar position to the Gt‘[-m _
ruling minorities in western Europe, who equally dominated much | a;mlc
populations whom they left to maintain their own customs anq bclig: fz
as long as they paid the required taxes. Perhaps we can see in §; John
of Damascus a parallel with those Roman officials like the Philosophe;
Boethius, who made it their business to serve the Ostrogothic Kings of
Italy, providing a link between the old regime and the new. In Iraq, the
dihgans, who had administered much of the country tor the Sasanians,
now did so at a local level for the Muslims, and once again burcaucrate
practice passed from one empire to another; princes and generals might
come and go, but those who understood the financial administration
could always find employment. Visual evidence of this continuity and
adaptation can be seen in early Mushm architecture. The Dome of the
Rock in Jerusalem and the Great Mosque in Damascus build on and
develop Byzantine architectural technigue: and the Umayyad palace at
Khirbat al-Mafjar in the Jordan valley looks back to the Roman villa, just
as Theodoric’s work at Ravenna develops the styles employed when the
city was a Roman capiral.

This said, however, the Umayvad state was vastly different in many
ways. The most important feature of this was a strong cultural scit
confidence, born of the possession of Islam and the Arabic langudge n
which God had communicated the Qu’rin. The Germanic rulers of carly
medieval Europe craved Romanitas, sought to integrate themselves 11
the culture, language and beliefs of the empire they had entered; Flj-mb*
Ostrogoths and Lombards alike abandoned their traditional beliefs ﬂ_‘d
languages to acculturate to the Roman norm. It is strong evidence tor
the early maturity of the Arab-Islamic tradition that the Mushm ‘()n;
querors felt no need to do this. The Germanic conquerors of ‘h" ‘mﬂ-
abandoned their pagan or Arian beliefs in the face of the 0pPOS™" &
the subject peoples. Despite the vitality of Monophysite Christa™®
iz:iilEgyp lt and nOl‘thcm‘ Iraq, the Mus.lims felt no nced tO acw;f -

emselves to the beliefs of the majority, indeed all the tra

- 118 .




THE UMAYYAD CALIPHATE

the other way, and if v\'.rould seem -that the more dynamic and ambitious
elements in the Chnstxan_ popl.flaaon soon b.cgan to be converted. Nor
was there any linguistic imitation; the Arabic the Mus’ljms used was a
high-culture written language, the language of the Qur an, of a classical
poctic tradition and, very soon the lafnguagc of administration and prose
narrative. No one wrote Ostrogothic; when Paul ic Deacon wrote a
history of the Lombards or Gregory of Tours a history ‘of the Franks,
they naturally did it in Latin; when Ibn Ishaq or Abi Mlkhna}f wrote a
history of the Prophet and of the caliphs in late Umayyad times thfty
would have not considered doing it in any other language than Arabic.
Arabic could never have supplanted the indigenous high-culture and
bureaucratic languages unless it had a highly developed written and
literary tradition of its own. Where the language of government and
culture led, the vernacular soon followed; Greek, Aramaic, Coptic soon
ceased to be spoken languages and only in Iran did the language of the
conquered, greatly altered in script, grammar and vocabulary, survive to
re-emerge in the tenth century as a written tongue.

This cultural and linguistic self-confidence was perhaps aided by the
fact that the Muslims were heirs to not one but two cultural traditions,
the Byzantine and the Sasanian, not to speak of the Syriac tradition of
Monophysite Christianity and the highly developed intellectual and cul-
tural life of Babylonian Jewry. For the invaders of the western Roman
empire, there could only be one language of learning and writing, and
one religious tradition, Catholic Christianity, and it was very difficult
to escape from the spell of this all-pervasive culture. For the Muslims in
the Near East, however, there was no such universal norm; indeed the
multiplicity of languages and cultures meant that Arabic, far from being
overwhelmed, actually became essential; like English in India, it was the
only common language in which the peoples of a vast empire could
communicate with each other.

The establishment of this culture and civilization owes everything to
the Umayyad caliphs. If the Islamic world had broken up, as seemed
possible after the death of ‘Uthman, it would have lost not just its
Political unity but also its cultural and perhaps even its religious identity
as small, isolated groups of Muslims became absorbed in the society of
those they had conquered. The Umayyads seized the high ground. They
leadc Islam the religion of a cultured court and an imperial administra-
uon, they made Arabic the language of literature and commerce; after
the reforms of ‘Abd al-Malik, the Copt, Aramaean, Kurd or Iranian only
a(_i to look at the coins in his purse to see the proclamation of the
religion and language of the élite. Many Muslims, at the time and later,

ave criticized the Umayyads for betraying true Islam. To an outside
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together during the crucial formative century. Uslim Worl

It is difficult to discern any clear lines in Umayyad
world beyond the Muslim frontiers or to talk with any config
“foreign policy”. Early Muslims divided the world into two z:,“cc of 5
Ddr al-Islim (House of Islam) and Dar al-Harb (Houyse o nes, thc
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y s an peace iﬂtcr.
rupted by occasional conflict, the normal pattern was see

: : D 10 be confg,
interrupted by the occasional, temporary truce (hudna). Trye pe
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(sulh) could only come when the enemy surrendered and accepted Isap
or tributary status. This vision of the world was not in conflict with
obscrvable reality. Apart from the distant world of Tang China, the
Muslims did not come into contact with any powers which were their
cquals in terms of wealth or military power and like the Romans, they
could afford to regard all others as barbarians. It was only towards the
end of Umayvad rule that the Byzantines were able to face the Muslims
on anything approaching an ¢qual basis. There was therefore litte in-
centive for sending diplomatic missions to cstablish a modus vivendi with
other powers or to try to establish permanent relations with peoples who
were soon to be defeated and incorporated within the Dar al-Islam.

The Umayyad period was a bleak time for the Byzantine empire, when
the iconoclast emperors concentrated all their energies on ensuring the
survival of the state. The frontier provinces, devastated by war, wcrf:a
land of ruined cities and deserted villages where a scattered population
looked to rocky castles or impenetrable mountains rather than the aﬂm"s
of the empire to provide a minimum of security. The position waswﬂ;
similar at sea, where the Mediterranean was almost entirely 2 WarlzoI1
rather than a commercial highway. There are some small signs Ofcu who
and commercial interchange; the mosaic workers from BYZE.mm;ln_]w
came to decorate the Great Mosque in Damascus for the Caliph merci
are among such. But by and large, fruitful diplomatic and COTAbbasid
exchanges were limited before the more settled conditions of the
Pm;v)d" - f Europ® .

ith the other contemporary Christian powers © Carolin

Lombard kingdom of Italy and the late Merovingian and early | qeis e
rulers of France, the Umayyads had no communication at 2" ' - hest
that Muslim raiders attacked the Mediterranean shores C’1 cong
arcas and that Arab expeditions from Spain, which was il yintﬂ i
by the Muslims from 92/711 to 97,716, penetrated 4¢P 'y *
where they were finally defeated by the Carolingian Gt
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. o _ It was just after the close of th

nomads raiding the SCttl.cd arcaihc ﬁrst]and only clash bf:tWe:r}J ma”.“ d
.od that central Asia saw T : Muslip,
of the Chinese empire under the strong anq ¢y o

el 7 In 133/751 Muslim and Cp,
sionist rule of the Tang dynasty S ) hinege
armies met at Talas beyond the Jaxartes rwer'( yr ‘arya) and-thc e
thest reaches of Muslim setdcmt-fnt.'The Muslim armies were VICtorioyg
but did not pursue their enemies 1nNto the fearsome wastes of cengyy
Asia. Like the battle of Poitiers twenty ycars before, tht: battle at Ty
has symbolic importance, marking the C'Hd of Arab Mushm'expansion in
the north-east of the Iranian world. As in the west, the military encoun.
ter was not followed up by any diplomatir{ interchange, and Muslin

caliph and Tang emperor remained entirely ignorant of each other.

In a real sense, the Umayyad caliphate, like the Roman empire, was a
self-contained social, cultural and economic unit. The distances within it
were so vast and there was such diversity within its frontiers, that Mus-
lims did not have the opportunity or the incentive to concern them-
selves with matters beyond its frontiers. There, in the twilight zone of
the Dar al-Harb, there were numerous obscure and barbarous peoples
like the Franks and Anglo-Saxons, but their lands were too poor, their
merchants too few and their armies too weak to attract the attention of
the rulers of Islam. This self-sufficiency sometimes makes early Islamic
history seem rather remote to outsiders, as if all the events were some-
how happening on a different planet, and this impression of separatencss
is probably correct. Nor was it confined to the Umayyad age. Under the
“Abbasids, closer relations were developed with Byzantium but it Was
not until the Fatimids opened up the Mediterranean for shipping from

the end of the fourth /tenth century that the affairs of western Europe
and the Near East bega
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of Rome were d
information was

ndria, they were much‘ mor
Islamic world was cssennall?_ snc}'
ground of cultural self-sufic®

- The carly
t this back




