The Sufyanid Caliphs: Mu‘awiya and his Family
41-64/661-684

he assassination of ‘Ali b. Abi Talib in 40,/661 left hus nt.ral Mivawiy

b. Abi Sufyan as the undoubted strongman'of the Mushm‘commun_

ity. Mu‘awiya was by this ime in his fifties, ha\ilﬂg bc:an born in the first
decade of the seventh century. His father, Abni Sufyan, had emerged as
leader of the Meccans in the years that followed the battle of Badr and
had conducted the negotiations which brought the city to acknowledge
the authority of the Prophet. His young son received a political educa-
tion in the best traditions of the Quraysh. Like his father, he became a
Muslim at the time of the conquest of Mecca, later that is, than many
over whom he was subsequently to rule, but his education meant that
he became one of Muhammad’s secretaries and part of the new Muslim
élite. After Muhammad’s death, he and his elder brother Yazid went on
the expeditions to Syria, where the family had owned property before
the coming of Islam. Yazid’s premature death from plague meant that
Mu‘awiya came to be the leader of the family and governor of Syria after
the death of Abdi ‘Ubayda. He remained governor without interruption
or challenge for the next twenty years, thus obtaining an unrivalled
opportunity to build up and strengthen his power base in the province.
While his place in the affections of the Syrians was secure, even his
enemies attested that the problems he faced in the rest of the Islamic
world were formidable. He had to assert not only his personal power
but also the credibility of the caliphate and the unity of the Muslim
community which had been so badly damaged in the preceding years,
a:nd he faced opposition not just from people who resented his assump-
uan (ff power, but people who resented the whole idea of a strong and
effective government. Perhaps his greatest achievement was t0 ensure

that, despite the stresses his policy inevitably caused, the Muslim world
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THE UMAYYAD CALIPHATE

R od united enough to resist the attacks of its enemjes
e & its own borders. .
‘IPMu‘iina’s character and policies emerge with some clarity from the
Jrces and even hostile commentators paid t'rilblutc to his abilities.
soHis yirtues Were thosc of thc.succcssful politician, not of the brilliant
eneral or the religious lcadex.", of the:sc the most important was the
qality the Arab sources ficscxflbc as pilm, the shrewdness, pmderation
1ad self-control that the situation c'iemanded. Money was as important a
weapon as the support of the Syrian AL he k}IGW [hE.lt most people
have a price and he was prepared to pay it to avoid conflict. The loyalty
of the Syrians was assu%‘cd and thcnt army was the most effective in the
Muslim world but he did not use this n‘uhtary. power as an instrument to
keep control over other provinces; he used it to attack the Byzantines
on land and sea. It was there as a reserve, but a reserve that was never
needed after the death of his rival AH He ruled rather by making
agreements with those who held power in the provinces, by building up
the power of those who were prepared to co-operate with him and by
attaching as many important and influential figures to his cause as pos-
sible. It was not an absolute government in which governors were ap-
pointed and dismissed by a central authority but almost a confederation
of different leaderships acknowledging one overall authority. From his
provincial governors the caliph demanded that they accept his authority,
that they keep order and that, in some cases, they forward revenues to
the central government: it is recorded, for example, that of 60 million
dirhams collected in the province of Basra, only 4 million were sent to
Damascus, all the rest being spent in the province, mostly on paying the
local military. Beyond that governors were allowed to establish their
own power bases and assure the fortunes of their families and friends.
Unlike his own relative and predecessor, ‘Uthman, however, he did not
attempt to assert his authority through his own family. The Umayyads
were an extensive family and contained a number of figures, notably
Marwan b. al-Hakam, of great ability and political experience, but few
of them were given important roles in the government, either as advisers
At the court in Damascus or as provincial governors. They were mostly
settled, in luxury, in Medina and the Hijaz, far from the real centres of
bower. Mu‘awiya’s father had been a leading figure in the Meccan com-
Monwealth, that system of trading agreements and alliances which had
bm“ght such prosperity to the city, and his son seems to have used this,
f&jthc; than the absolutist models of the Byzantine empire or the reli-
B0us claims of *Alf b. Abi Talib, as the inspiration for his statecraft.
\ l:thncnst serious difficulties he faced were in Iraq. Thc death of ‘Al
solved any of the deep-rooted problems which the conquest
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mcl?*; };chi; terms, Mu‘awiya’s triuinph was the triut_nph of the g,
in Kafa and the surrounding area. The fortunes nf_ tribal leaders like .
Ash‘ath al-Kindi and his son Muba'mmad 31‘@ Jarir .al-BajalI Prospereg
while those who had challenged thCqu‘ status, like Malik al-Ashtgy and b
son Ibrihim and Hujr b. ‘Adi al-Kind1 fﬁ::lt betrayed and resentful, A
governor of this most difficult city, the caliph chose a man of ability gng
experience if of somewhat disreputable mm";a:ls.. Al-Mughira b. Shubg 4.
Thaqafi came from the holy family of T@'if, just as Mu‘awiya dig from
that of Mecca. Before the conquest of his city by the Muslims, he hyg
fled to Medina and embraced the new religion in the year 8,/629-3(
escape the consequences of a particularly outrageous murder, Islam, g
Muhammad said, cancelled all that had gone before and al-Mughira, |ike
Mu‘awiya, became one of the Prophet’s secretaries. When T2'if fell to
the Muslims, al-Mughira, helped by Abt Sufyan, was the man who
destroyed the idol of the town and pillaged the temple treasury. Like
many Thaqafis he joined in the conquest of Iraq and his knowledge of
Persian marked him out for administrative office. He became governor
of Basra under “Umar and was removed after allegations of adultery
but reappointed as governor of Kiifa at the end of ‘Umar’s reign. In the
conflict between ‘All and Mu‘awiya he had played a moderating role,
advising ‘Al to recognize Mu‘awiya in Syria. Nobody had more expet:

ence of the Iraqis and their problems and Mu‘awiya appointed him
governor,

3 post he held for nearly ten years from 41 to his death iﬂ‘50
(661-70). He adopted a policy of keeping the peace and turning 2 blind

¢ye to misdemeanours which did not threaten his authority. The Kafans
were allowed to keep for

. the disti
their own needs the revenues of the dis"™
known as Mah al-Kgfy in

. 1\|r.
the Zagros mountains, and the rcgu]ﬂf pa)

ment of ; , |
i do salaries, SDH:lt‘.thlng g I T must
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In Basra Mu‘awiva | "
; t - tc,
Umayyad ‘Abd Alliiil leI;r'I‘Cd at first to the obvious candida

¢
ir. b, Kurayz who had already held 2
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: ander ‘Uchmin and had begun the conquests of & 1% ;,\&q
"’Lﬁ'"" uﬂuhm? mwgﬁ“ the cast, soublly " 98
““m not i doubt, however, ‘Abd Allsh mwxm
cther unsble of unwilling to undertake the maintenance of law and
ﬂamﬂﬂmm_hﬂfmmmmm*mm
Jptant CAMPUETS. He was dismissed in 44/664 and replaced by the
most remarkable of Mu‘dwiya’s subordinates, Ziydd b. Abthi otherwi
gncwn 2 Ziydd b. AbI Sufyin. Like al-Mughira, he came from Ta'if
grom a Thaqafl background although his exact parentage was nb“w:
o8 his name implics (Ziydd son of his father). He joined the Thaqif in
wuthern Iraq in the carliest stages and because of his education he was
in charge of the division of the booty and then became secretary to
QUCCOIIVE ROVErOrs, including al-Mughira who became the patron of
chis bright young man. He was one of “Ali’s most consistent supporters
refusing to be reconciled to Mu‘awiya even after ‘Al’s decath, and n:j
maining in Firs until 42/662-3 when, with al-Mughira acting as inter-
mediary, he was reconciled to the new caliph. Mu‘awiya recognized that
he had both the abilitics and the all-important local connections to be
his right-hand man in Basra and he was duly appointed. Ziyad had a
very positive view of the governor’s responsibilities and his conception
of the office was deeply influential in the later development of ideas of
government. In a widely reported speech he made to the people of
Basra on his appointment, he is said to have offered both a carrot and a
stick. The good news was that the ‘ata’ was to be paid regularly and that
they would not be forced on long campaigns in distant regions, and he
also promised to be accessible at all times to his subjects (he himself
never led armies to the east). On the other hand he promised draconian
measures to enforce law and order within the city; there was to be a
curfew, tribal and clan solidarities were no longer to be used to protect
the guilty and the shurta or police force was to ensure the maintenance
of peace. He ended with the celebrated warning, as he surveyed the
people gathered before him, that he saw heads tottering on shoulders
and they were to make sure that their own stayed in place. The policies
scem to have worked and Ziyad enjoyed the favour and confidence of
the caliph to the extent that he was acknowledged as Mu‘awiya’s half
brother and was officially known as Ziyad b. Abi Sufyan as a result.

In 50/670 on al-Mughira’s death, he replaced his former patron as
governor of Kiifa as well as Basra and hence became a virtual viceroy m
the east. .

In Kiifa, his firmness contrasted with al-Mughira’s IEE casy-going
ways but the reliability of his financial administration went far to
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aounggee for this. He reorganized the ciry it
Yth chichs appointed by and responsible 1o him i (O N
jon. As governor of Irag he also cﬁnmtxdqm \
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fran. Herce it 1s clear that he encouraged further ¢ Ppoy, %
uﬁcving the prcﬁurt On resources in lraq_ Prom 4;;!111::':5 1:’?"!“‘
serics of armics to Khurisin. Hitherto the Arabs hyg 667 on hch”'f
garrison in Marv but otherwise left the adminismﬁomammw ;q‘
the local princes. Ziydd decided to change this POsiti(:llf] the M‘“ﬂ
was to have extremely important consequences for Islaln-a Way %:
51/671 he sent to the provinces a large contingene Ofl’gnc hi"“ﬂ.[n
from both Basra and Kiifa, not as a garrison but a5 sctﬂﬂm“ u‘%
established themselves in the Marv oasis. This meant thy ;‘l':s nd
a larger number of Muslim settlers than any other are, Uiy
Eertile Crescent, more than Egypt and certainly more thanuutsadc
western Iran. For the moment this emigration solved some Gini arey jy
lems of Iraq but it was the descendants of these settlers who y, € prop
end., to destroy the Umayyad caliphate itsclf. 1C, in th

Iraq and the east then were llmnag,ed !Jy Mu‘awiya through wp,,
some must have seen as a Thaqafi mafia. Thaqafis were experienceg.
the affairs of Iraq before the coming of Islam, well educated (it is n
noting how important the education of both al-Mughira and Ziyid y
in ensuring their success) and they had close connections with the Quray;
and the Umayyads from before Muhammad’s time. In addition, the
Thagqif had played a major role in the conquest of Iraq; nobody coul
say they were outsiders, creatures of a distant and unresponsive gover:
ment. All these factors made for a system which worked for Mu'awy
reign; when the great Ziyad died in 53/673 he was succeeded a few
years later in all his offices by his son ‘Ubayd Alldh, more hasty and
given to the use of force than his father, but a man whose devotion®
the Umayyad cause could not have been doubted.

Mu'awiya’s power base was in Syria but, compared with Irag, we ar
fairly badly informed about the position in the province. The lslaﬁc
historical tradition was developed in Iraq under “Abbasid rule _emflI '{l
sources tend to be hostile to the Umayyads and concerned With mi
and Khurasani affairs. It is clear, however, that Mu‘awiya drew SI:IPPZ
from a wide cross-section of Syrian tribes, both from thos¢ ¥ Dﬁ ”
arrived at the time of the conquest and those who had been 5 Ly
Byzantine times. As yet the feud between the Qays and Yﬂl“;“iﬁ :
was to plague Syria for so many centuries was not a major Pr° 5y
gathered around himself what might be described as 2 cabin€t = 5
leaders who were his right-hand men; some of these Wer ghald b
including ‘Abd al-Rahmian the son of the great gencral

¢
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THE UMAYYAD CALIPHATE

.Walid, who was powerful in the Homs area,

ﬁ:aﬁ ads and they tended to come from the Ics: ?;1;2:;;{?1

Quess sh, notably {?om the Fihris like al-Dahhik b. Qa ok
Jn important role m'thc conquest of the Jazir,. The
from Yamami tribes, including Shurahbi] b, al-Simt al-Kings who
pasc was in Homs, and Hassan b. Milik b, Bahdal, chief of the o
Kalb tribe. This inner circle assured the loyalt}r i

: of diff
in Syria and the Jazira and was Occasionally used crent groups

on difficylt missions

de governors
o ; , of the
districts within Syria, they were never dppointed to Iraq or the cast and

the Syrian army was kept busy attacking the B zantines,

taken in 52/672 and Crete in 54,/674 while during the lastitﬁjjsyz;::
E Mu'ﬁulfiya’s rf:igni the caliph’s son Yazid led continuous attacks op
Constantinople itself ( 54~—60/674~80). These expeditions were mostly
raids and even such areas as the Mediterranean islands that were cap-
tured and held were used as spu.rces of tribute but not for colonization.
The Arabs of the Jazira led similar expeditions into Armenia but again
there was no extensive settlement of new areas such as the Iraqis were
accomplishing in Khurasin. This suggests that the motives for the
warfare were to provide the Syrians with military experience and finan-
cial rewards rather than to cope with the problem of over-population.
Mu‘awiya managed the Syrians with consummate skill and their loyalty
to him was famous; it was only after his death that serious divisions
began to appear.

Egypt was controlled almost as an appendage of Syria. Arab settle-
ment here was very limited, being confined almost entirely to the cities
of Fustat and Alexandria. In the struggle with ‘Ali, Mu‘awiya had re-
ceived the loyal backing of “Amr b. al-‘As, anxious to regain control of
the province he had conquered for Islam, and ‘Amr ruled Egypt a!n}ost
as a partner until his death in 43 /663. For most of the rest of the reign,
47-62/667-82, Egypt was governed loyally by Maslama b. Muliha%lai[:
the only member of the Angsir to achieve a high rank in Mu‘awiya’s

government. ' » : ]
If Mu‘awiya’s caliphate was decentralized politically, it was decentral

ized administratively as well. No attempt was made to lmt;filﬁ{; ,i,f;g_
eral, Arabic-speaking administrative system for the w;o e di:jions e
On the contrary, each province Contim_md e ¢ ;raost entirely in
Previous rulers. In Syria financial admimstr'a_tlﬂﬂ wasfahﬁnsﬁr who had
the hands of local Christians, including Sarjun Sonho Muslim conquest.
held the same office for Heraclius at the time of t -eof Qurra b. Sharik,
In Egypt, as we know from the slightly later P?ﬁth the local headmen
the Byzantine system continued almost unchange
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2 for tax collecting and local adminiStl:ation_ In Khurggg,, “*ﬁ".
w seen that the local magnatcs LEnMFCI: to n“ﬂlgt ‘:hcu
s :'.d"mly' paying tribute to the A.rabs. ven in Iraq, the are,
own ‘ﬁ::dw Arab cxpansion, the native landowners continyeq 10 play
Iﬁcﬂ"f’ local administration. This local autonomy was typifieq by the
3 “‘k ﬂ" here was no Islamic coinage as such, rather each Provinge used
comnage; t nted where necessary the existing money supply, the gold
K;;ud‘ the Byzantine arcas and the silver dirham of the Sasaniap
countries. Taxation systems differed as a consequence and*thcre Was no
uniformity in the dues paid by the natlwc mhab:tant's of different areas,
these being determined by local traditrqn and t{lt circumstances of the
conquest rather than by government policy. Mu awiya supplemented the
limited income derived from provincial taxation in two ways; the first
was by the fronticr warfare and there can be no doubt that at this stage,
booty and tribute helped to sccure the loyalty of the Syrians. The sec-
ond ;way was by large-scale agricultural developments. We know most
about this in the Hijiz around Medina since his activities provoked
considerable opposition, but no doubt other likely areas were developed
as well. This large-scale farming, using the labour of mawil; ( freedmen,
sing. mawld) or slaves meant 2 substantial income for the treasury. In

Iraq, the extensive sawaf1lands which had caused so much anger during
the reign of ‘Uthman, were taken ov

€r as government property, or
rather they ceased to be the mal al-

muslimin (wealth of the Muslims),
me rather the w3/ Alldh, controlled

the later years of Mu‘awiva’
; , wiya’s
reign was the ordering of the succession. Mu'ﬁwiya was determined tilat

his son Yazid should Succeed him and that |
knowledged by the Muslim communi o Should e formally ac-

un h' 3 ; .
were scandalized by the idea. No cafipp, 1« P€r’s lifetime, Many

aliph had been so
son and those who Opposed the plan were quick to c:Jl;

ance of Yazid would mean the Maintenance
® & . f
regime which his father had et up and the Py

thcrtﬁ)rc,‘nor just by the Iragis but also by those
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The Kiifans had not lost their enthusiasm

the long years of Mu‘awiya’s reign since they believed
coming to power of the Family of the Prophet woulq
the Kitfans to their rightful position. ‘Alp’s e]
doned his claims to leadership but his
prepared to take up the cause. On the
his place of retirement in Medina and
Kiifa to seek his supporters, accompa

and friends. The governor of Iraq, Ziyad’s son ‘Ubayd Allah was wait
I 1T-

ing for him; he prevented the small party from reaching the settled land
and, after some days of confrontation when al-Husayn and hjs 1l S
suffered increasingly from thirst 4

Karbald’, and al-Husayn and most of his

for the house of “Alil during
that only the

p restore Kiifa and
€I son al-Hasan hag :
younger brother than

: desert towards
nied only by 3 smalj band of family

felt that the grandson of

oppression. Al-Husayn might be dead but h

accounts Di: his sufferings at the hands of Umayyad troops were elabog-
ated in Kiafa to discredit the regime, and al-Husayn became the symbol
for the sufferings of all the weak and defenceless. To talk of Shiites
in Iraq at this stage is misleading; the development of a Shitite tseer”
was a much later development, but the death of al-Husay
important part in the attachment of people’s hopes and pol
tions to the family of ‘Ali.

The death of al-Husayn meant the effective end of trouble in Iraq;
much more intractable were the problems of the Hijaz. Yazid was well
aware of the strength of feeling against him in the Holy Cities and he
made great efforts to be conciliatory, but some refused to take the oath
of allegiance, notably ‘Abd Allzh, the son of that al-Zubayr who had
died at the Battle of the Camel. An austere and determined figure, he
held that the caliphate should not be the plaything of the Sufyanids but
that the ruler should be chosen from all the Quraysh. Ibn al-Zubayr
established himself in Mecca where he became a rallying point for all
those who opposed Yazid’s claims, asserting that there should be a new
shitra. The Medinese, for their part, were motivated by other consu:']-
erations as well; it is clear that Mu‘awiya’s agricultural activities in
Medina had aroused widespread opposition, especially from the Angir,
who felt that their city was being taken over by an absentee landlord
and they rallied to the anti-Umayyad party. There were some two years

15 memory lived on; the

n played an
itical aspira-

- 89 .



E AGE OF THE CALIPHATE(

of negotiation and manocuvre Whi_lc Ya'zid and a series of .
. ation. Finally it came to open hogti Ve

Umayyads 1 led by Marwan b. al-Hakam, were dfl'vmues; the
an expeditionary force marched on the Pfﬂphctaout. to

pted tO defend themselves, just as the PrOphs City
done, by digging 2 rrench around the town but the Syrians were a:lt had
match for them nd at the battle of the Harra (Dhu’l-Hijja 6 3/Aucasy
683) they were defeated and the cit}{ sacked. It only remained nowg?t
the Syrians tO march on Mecca and eject Ibn al-Zubayr and it was whiTr
he unsavoury task of attacking the Ka‘by itse]Tf

they wer¢ engaged on t
ame of Yazid’s death and once more the whole situation w,
| §

Mop

that news C
changed.
The disasters of Karbald’ and the Harra cast a cloud over Yazid’s brief
not devoid of achievement. Compared with Mu'‘awiya’s

reign. Yet it Was
ambitious raids,
Byzantium; OUtpo

Jbilize the frontiers between Syria and
sts on the S¢a of Marmara were abandoned while in

itself, he carved up the over-large jund of Homs to
make a new frontier province based on Qinnasrin which was to include
Had he lived longer, his reputation might

both Antioch and Manbij.
have recovered from the shocks of the carly part of his reign; as it was he
died in his desert encampment at Hawwarin in Rabr® I 64/November

683, when he was only about forty ycars of age.
Yazid was succeeded ;mmediately by his young son Mu‘dwiya. His
accession was due to the influence of his cousin, Hassan b. Malik b.
Bahdal of Kalb, and the prince himself proved sickly. Mu'‘awiya I1, the

last of the Sufyanids, died after only a few weeks.

he tried to St

nid Caliphate and the

The Foundation of the Marwa
4-86/684-705

Achievement of ‘Abd al-Malik 0

The death of Mu‘awiya II led to a deep crisis in the Umayyad regimé
Yazid’s other sons wer¢ too young to be genemlly acceptablc and the
major provinces of the empire were slipping rapidly from the control of
the Syrians. ‘Ubayd Allah b. Ziyad was forced to flee Basra, despite ?
specc%l in which he not only recalled his own Basran connection’ ut
pl‘DIIT.IS(‘:d to retain the wealth of the province for its peop**: ‘
concessions were not enough, and almost alone he fled along '
dt‘SFI’t road to the Hawran in Syria. On his arrival in Syrl
Syrians in total disarray. Al-Dahhak b. Qays al-Fihri, 0

. D mﬂSClﬁs

;umwng members of Mu‘awiya’s inner circle, held power 11 -l
Sut' wavcrcc! between acknowledging Ibn al-Zubayr Of finding 2 suirabi¢
yrian candidate. Many other Syrians were willing t0 a¢ dge 1"

Oyiny




however :

privleged
dmﬂmm“d thatufhisnibcﬁmlybcmhz:

~_ion of the Umayyad house. “Ubayd Alldh b. Ziyad had

by his cxpenience in Bagra how closcly his own fortunes :::wr ‘

1o those of the d:,rnasty and on his arrival in Syria he too i abous
Ws the resistance.

The most scrious problem facing Ibn Ziyid and the Kalbi chief
dhat of finding a suitable Umayyad candidate. Ibn Bahdal favoured
Mu'dwiya I1's young half-brothers but “Ubayd Allih turned to Marwin b
o)-Hakam. Marwin was by this time an old man. He had served his unck;
«Uthmdn as his ight-hand man in Medina and after the caliph’s assas-
sdnation had remained to become leader of the Umayyads in the Hijaz
He had never moved to Syria and had remained very much iﬁ thc
background during Mu‘awiya’s reign, but the troubles which led to
the battle of the Harra had forced him to leave along with the rest of
the Umayyads in Medina and make their way north as refugees. Marwin
scems to have been resigned to accepting Ibn al-Zubayr when he was
met by ‘Ubayd Allah, newly arrived from Iraq who persuaded him to
change his mind. bn Bahdal then summoned a meeting of Syrian ashrif,
not in Damascus where al-Dahhak b. Qays remained in control, but in
his own territory at the old Ghassanid centre of Jabiya. Here he presided
over a sort of extended sh#ra at which Marwan was finally acknowledged
2s the candidate of the Umayvad party, in exchange for financial promises.
Marwin had no experience or contacts in Syria, he would be entirely
dependent on the ashrif from the Yamami tribes who had elected him.

Not everyone in Syria could accept this, especially the leaders of the
Qaysi party who more and more turned to al-Dahhik b. Qays. They
persuaded him not to go to the Jabiya meeting but rather to prepare for
battle. The Yamamis marched to meet them, Damascus was brought
over to their side by the prompt action of a scion of the old Ghassanid
ruling family and, in Muharram 65/July 684, just nine months after
Yazid’s death, the two sides met in a terrible battle at Marj Rahit, on ﬂ'l_"-'
road from Damascus to the north. The Yamami tribesmen were victori-
ous and the Qaysis although much more numerous than their oppon-
ents were driven from the field with a dreadful slaughter, al-Dahhak

himself being killed. While the remnants of the Qaysts, led by Zufar b.

Hirith al-Kilabi, fled to Qarqisiyya on the Euphrates, Marwan Was

acknowledged as caliph in Damascus.
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THE PR _
ad been won but the bloody victory at Marj Rﬁhit h

- be fatal for Syyi
nces which were to Yha anq
Umayyads rﬁlcs Qays/Mudar on one side and Yaman on the other The
SSP?-TE‘;;E;W; between northern (Qays) and southern (Yaman) 4,
asic

The war h 4q

abs
an ancient but hitherto fairly harmless one. In theory the allegiane,
was

of each tribe was decided according to comghcatﬁedtfiir;ealogies but iy
ice there was considerable confusm.nl and som¢ S Were claimeg
E;{ag;; sides. In Umayyad times thcldmsmn w:;s in part gﬁFgl'&phi al
the Qaysi tribes being mostly settled in thﬁ_ nort dth'IIl p&rtﬁ 0 .the proy.
ince, in the newly created fﬂ??d‘ﬂf Qinnasrin, e th Iazira,' Including
the Byzantine frontier areas as far east as Armenia. amani tribes ocey.
pied the steppes around Homs, the Palmyrena, .P.a['csnne. ;?nd the areyg
to the cast of the Jordan valley. It was E}lSD a division arising from the
Islamic conquests. Some Yamani tribes like the .Kalb, Tantkh, ]L.ldhim
and Taghlib had been in Syria before the coming of Islam, whﬂe.the
majority of Qaysis like the Sulaym, Kilab and ‘Uqgayl were newly arrived
from the Arabian peninsula, many of them brought to the Jazira by
Mu‘awiya in ‘Uthman’s reign. Some newly arrived tribes from south
Arabia, like the Kindis and Hadramis settled in Homs, joined the Yaman
group. Much of the hostility must have been the result of disputes over
grazing rights. Many of the Yamanis came from tribes that were still in

part Christian, like the ruling house of Kalb where Ibn Bahdal’s grand-

father had remained Christian ung his death during ‘Ali’s caliphate.

Byzantines and in some

century, battles were sti] being fought in Palesti
calling themselves Qays and Yaman_ mne between EoHps
The newly established caliph had a magg of

but he and his supporters ‘Ubyad Allah ,
b ) nd
tackling them with cnergy and determinat tbn Fahdal, Set about

was sent to contain the Qaysis on

quest of Iraq. Ap -
ended in failure but the caliph, accompanied | Ib
of his sons, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, had a signal triumpi; Wﬁcﬁahqa and another

the ashraf of Fustat, they seized Egypt from the rep
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THE UMAYYAD CALIPHATE

- ZubayT: = ".'h; C:s“ bf:‘ic?'? of the new regime were becomin
“Marwin looked back for his political guidance not o Mu'iwi g
W'w the uncle he had scr\'cq so fong and well, the Caliph Uth Wiya
7 ‘Lithman he mdc the tamily the basis of his power, just as Mu‘;n@-
had nttl"'ﬂfd it; his sons Muhammad apd ‘Abd al-"Aziz had been \_’:'l:'a
cary commands almost trom the beginning while his cldest son glAbg
' Malik, was 00N acknuwlcdgcd as heir to the caliphate, It was a’shakv
pegniings hgt a new regime had been born. ’

Marwin died, an old man by the standard of the day, in Ramadin
o5/Apn! 685 and he was succeeded immediately by *Abd al-Malik. his
won and designated heir, the accession being smoothly managed bv‘ the
yamanis. The new caliph had been born in his father’s house in Mt:‘dina
about 26,/646-7, ncar the beginning of “Uthman’s reign, and he was a
boy when the old caliph was killed. Like most members of his family, his
relations with Mu'awiya were not close and he grew up, a pi()ué and
wrious young man, in Medina where he worked as his father’s assistant
i the administration. He came to Syria with his father after the expul-
gon of the Umayvads from the Hijaz and was one of his closest advisers
during the few months of his caliphate. His political experience may not
have been very extensive when, now, in his early forties, he found -him-
«lIf caliph, but he was methodical, careful and determined to make his
power ctfective.

The obstacles the new caliph faced were formidable. The Syrians were
far from united and he was heavily dependent on the Yamani leaders,
Ibn Bahdal and Rawh b. Zinba“ al-Judhami, and the support of mem-
bers of his own family. Egypt was now firmly under Umayyad control
again but while it was an important source of income, the smallness of
the Arab population meant that it provided little in the way of military
support. Ibn al-Zubayr had consolidated his power in the Hijaz while
his brother Mus‘ab had moved to Basra and was working to win over
the whole of Iraq to his side. In Kafa, on the other hand, Mukhtar b.
Abi “Ubayd was trying to turn local discontents tO his own advantage
and secking an ‘Alid candidate for the throne. Finally the Qaysis of
northern Syria and the Jazira, defeated, bitter but by no means power-
less, had cstablished themselves under the leadership of Zufzflr b. al-
Harith al-Kilabi at Qargisiyya’ on the Euphrates and they continued to
ilkCfnowvbsv::lgc Ibn al-Zubayr as their caliph.
Abd al-Malik’s forces began to take the initi
his Succession. ‘Ubayd Allah b. Ziyad, whose arry
Much to assure the throne for the Marwanids, was
"M 0 Iraq and re-establish control. His progress e
“Mities of the Qaysis in the Jazira and by the time he ap

ative immediately after
al in Syria had done O
now determined to
s delayed by the
proached Iraq
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Husayn to provide leadership and al-Husayn’s 42

p THE AGE OF THE B
C“LIPHATI‘ e

Mukhtir had consolidated hig po...
Mlihhcstﬂtthcmfyf‘msddt%i

ks, the Kiifans defeated the g
2 battle on the river Khazir n""n? wd
686). With ‘Ubayd Allih gone, 'Abdm Mosg
to retake Irag for the next five :1

himself with consolidating his power in Syria a:dlr:_m

whilc his opponecnts destroyed cach other.
.l tensions which had led to the murder of ‘U
thmgy

In lraq, the so<

and the problems which confronted ‘Ali, broke out again with repe

virulence. Umayyad rule had tended to favour the interests of the #;:;
a

and there had emerged a new landowning aristocracy in the neighbo
hood of Kifa where families like those of al-Ash‘ath b. Qays dhﬂ“’ﬁ
had become important property-Owners. Further to the south, much
land had been reclaimed in the marshes of southern Iraq, b}j ik
ind Mu'iwiya's mawla, ‘Abd Allah b. Darrdj, but the beneficiarics of
this reclamation had not been the people of Iraq as a whole but the
supporters of Zivad and the Umayyad government. As in Medina,
Mu'‘awiya’s large-scale agricultural developments had proved a major
soyrcc of discontent. Along with these old disputes about landowner-
ship and Sl}ifial status among the Arabs, a ncw problem had emerged in
ic gcncr'anon since ‘Ali had died. Many of the local people, especially
in the I(ufa area, had been converted to Islam. While this was no doubt
:’;llcomc 10 many ways, it did pose serious problems to the rulers. The
mw‘;}‘;?:}n Wasfhow far these new CONVverts, usually referred t0 3
gy ;f“t? 0 ﬁcc@cn) of the Arab tribes, should be treated a
raiscda.; ushlgrls. While in theory all should be equal, objections Wer¢
e land::o onts. The non-Muslims paid a higher rat of tax on
S Mui’li;{;iﬂr?}’, the kfmrﬁ; and a poll-tax on top of that, Wl_lﬂt
saild ims simply paid the sadaqa. This meant that conversio?
w result in a substantial | ar ot
Nkl oss of income for the governmen™
aturally converts tended to be deni - of-
sio ¢ denied the fiscal benefits of their conV
n and, equally naturally, th . : o the
s b s y, they resented it. But the idea of raising ™
PIRTI Convcrrrsas also opposed by the ashraf who feared that ™
privileges. In this wa awol_:l ld escape their power and undermin¢ t?‘ﬂr
came into being. y a whole new set of destructive social antagonis™
As usual it was i
as 1n th : .
becare 1o e rouleat city of Kif “ these tenS
. nt. The weakening of th 4 qri had 1
tely to unrest. After Mu'iwi g of the Umayya gnp 41
u‘awiya’s death the Kiifans had looK
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