Personal Literacy Narrative Scoring Rubric

Name

L0 Content — 50%
T A necessary materials included (rubric, final essay, peer reviewed essay)

- Writer clearly presents literacy sponsor(s) to the reader {Option 1)

- Writer analyzes what effect these sponsors had on him/her as a reader/writer (Option 1)

- All elements of a story are present: character development, plot, setting, etc. (Option 2}

- Writer analyzes scene and determines why it had an impact on him/her as a reader/writer
(Option 2)

- Writer positions him/herself as a credible writer
Writing is of appropriate, assigned length

o))
A Organization — 30%

- Introduction and conclusion present and effective
- Paragraph unity and coherence — everything fits together
Effective paragraph and idea transitions

o

lf’) Grammar — 10%

- Proper punctuation: commas, semi-colons, end punctuation
- Subject/verb agreement; noun/pronoun agreement '
- Proper point of view and tense
- No sentence fragments/run-on sentences
- Evidence of proofreading
z D ‘Sentence structure and style —10%

- lLack of awkward/confusing sentences
- lack of unparallel sentences

- Effective word choice {clear; not vague; appropriate) 6
Vi

Overall grade

Additional Comments:
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Fake Characters: Real Suffering

As an English teacher, you probably would be appalled if vou knew the last time [ read a
book for pleasure. I would never describe myself as an avid reader at any point in my life, but
have exponentially become iess interested in reading and writing. [ am slowly starting to disdain
the mere sight of dry ink. I was never a bookworm, but I used to read for fun on occasion. It
begged the question, “How did I get to this point?” What negative sponsors have driven me away

o

from literary activities? I can identify three negative literary sponsors in my life? the fiction

genre, the novel Catcher in the Rye, and my high school British Literature class.

My first negative literary sponsor may be shocking to some. | despise reading fiction that
is not somewhat based in reality. My brother claims that I do not like to read fiction because I do
not have a vivid imagination or sense of adventure. Whatever the case may be, [ do not like
reading about fictitious wizards, talking lions, or anything of the sort. Fven as a kid my favorite
books were non-fiction. I used to love reading this short series of books that would describe an
amimal’s habitat, diet, special skills, and compare the animal to humans. I was never the type to
care whether the fake Harry Pottepifound the last fake Horcru%crys‘;r);d saved the fake Hogwarts

UY‘Q@\)\( visd
from the non-existeht Voldemort. These books just seemed like endless pages upon pages of

0]
characterization followed by the author trying to shove their moral code down my throat. {UN7S }’\ .
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Unfortunately for me, schools tend to make their students read fiction, as they believe it will



Polgten
spark a love of reading in them. As a result, T have read more fiction then I would like to for one
lifetime. I would have much rather read something tethered to reality about the fascinating birds
known as cape gannets. The cape gannets are a bird that flies until it sees a grouping of fish and
ambushes their prey by diving at 60mph into the water. Once in the water these majestic
creatures are nimble enough to chase down a sardine for thirty to forty-five seconds, With that
amount of diversity of life and all the other amazing mysteries of thig world why would T want to

invest in false realities? Bvery time I read fiction it scemed like a waste of my time. | was never

NON

X3 Yo mgoing to see a griffin flying overhead or meet someone in the lineage of Aslan. My Tife is too
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\\Téé* M\‘* short to fill my mind with useless information. These bad experiences with fictional literature

™

/(\) \fﬁ? fg}‘started to pile up and diminish my willingness to read or give books a chance. That is why the
SRR fiction genre has contributed to my loathing of reading and writing.

The second negative influence on my literary progression wouid be the novei Catcher in
the Rye. As | have stated, fiction in general is a negative literary sponsor of mine, but this book /\éfk;@\&\

deserves its own paragraph. I was forced to read this piece of fiction in a sophomore year, high
25 it
school English class. As a class we spent an entire month on this book “fea ing it, analyzing it

comparing it to our lives, and going over its societal implications. This book was banned at one

point from schools because of its provocative language and its potential to effect students in a
o
negative way. I yearn for those days. I would ban this book without a second thought. No student hokre
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should have to suffer through 214 pages of what is essentially a list of complaints. I will more ) %ﬁj&d [ é/ff‘
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likely be able to explain the origins of the universe scientifically than be able to explain why I
was forced to read Caulfield’s fabricated problems. There is no educational value to trying to
comprehend the depressing complaints of an over privileged snob. Holden does not even use
colorful language. Half of the words spoken by him are the words “phony” or “goddamn™. I
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not enjoy the stories of this former colonia] power, it is that I did not enjoy having to sieve
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associated with an abrupt disturbance to my sleep. This song which I found to be fantastic was
twisted into something I could not even recognize. 1 no longer listen to that song voluntanly as it
is associated with a repeated bad experience. The same thing happened to literary activities. 1
have been conditioned to dislike reading and writing. [ have seen reading and writing be turned

from an exciting new world, with limitless possibilities and knowledge, into a chore.
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