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Criminal Justice Goals EXPLORE

Criminal Justice Goals

Retribution CLOSE X

Retribution involves the act of taking revenge on a criminal perpetrator. Many
people believe that justice prevails when an offender is punished. Retribution is
an ancient motive with religious connotations, and for many people itis one of
the most important goals of the criminal justice system. The goal of retribution
can be traced back to the Code of Hammurabi's notion of "Lex Talionis” ("An Eye
for An Eye’)

Types of retribution include:
@ Incarceration

@ Victim compensation

Retribution @ Fines paid o public agencies

Community service

Public humiliation or embarrassment
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Criminal Justice Goals EXPLORE

Criminal Justice Goals

Rehabilitation CLOSE X

Rehabilitation involves the attempt to reform a criminal offender. The criminal
is untrained, unsocialized, confused, or mentaly ill and needs teaching or
treatment or other care. This involves correcting the behavior of the offender
and giving him or her skils and emotional strength to survive in society
without violating the law.

The debate as o whether rehabilitation works and whether the criminal justice
system allocates suitable resources toward this goal is ongoing

Rehabilitation
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Criminal Justice Goals EXPLORE
Criminal Justice Goals

Restoration CLOSE X

Restoration involves the attempt to make the victim “whole again.” The goal of
restorative justice is to repair the harm crime has done to the relationship between
the offender and victim and between the offender and the community.

The criminal needs to “get right" with the victim, or the community at large, so we
insist he/she take actions that heal the social wound.

" w i

sstoratior

Page2of4





image10.png
1/1.Acriminalju

[) DGMe@ [3 Disney cogle [) HP-SeeWhatsHot [ HP Games [J hitp I Page 3 - Rent Apartr. [ xfinity

Criminal Justice Goals EXPLORE! ACTIVITY

Activity 1 of 2

After reading the scenario below, select the primary criminal justice goal it represents.

Deterrence
Incapacitation
Rehabilitation
Restoration

Retribution

You are correct. This example shows brief incapacitation, then a focus on rehabilitation. There is some
sense of deterrence here, as well, because if Bill aggresses again, he will have to serve the full sentence
for this crime.
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Criminal Justice Goals EXPLORE! ACTIVITY

Activity 2 of 2

After reading the scenario below, select the primary criminal justice goal it represents.

Deterrence
Incapacitation
Rehabilitation
Restoration

Retribution

You are correct. This example shows deterrence due to incapacitation, with a strong element of retribution
The high-profile nature of the case emphasizes the retribution piece, as does the anguish of the victims'
family members.
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Criminal Justice Goals EXPLORE

This interactive module outlines the five major goals of the criminal justice
system

When you click on the EXPLORE tab you will find more information about
this topic. When you click on the ACTIVITY tab you can apply what you
have leamed

Click the Start button to begin
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Criminal Justice Goals EXPLORE

Criminal Justice Goals

When crimes are committed, the role of the criminal justice system is to respond

in the name of saciety. The criminal justice system is not confined to one level of
government. It spans the federal, state and local governments. Thus the lines of
authority and distinction between agencies are not always clear, and in some cases
may need to be negotiated according to the jurisdiction of the case.

Different agencies, such as the police, the courts, and corrections facilties are
supposed to work together as a system to support and implement criminal justice

functions. The broad scope and size of the criminal justice process, however, can
make efficient and effective cooperation between agencies difficult. The criminal
justice system has multiple goals, and different agencies within the system emphasize
different goals. Sometimes this difference in goals creates confict.
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Criminal Justice Goals EXPLORE

Criminal Justice Goals

Overview

These five criminal justice goals are not mutually exclusive. They
are really rather like philosophical perspectives from which a
community or agency responds to criminal behavior.

Deterrence Incapacitatior Click on a goal to leam more

Retribution Rehabilitation

Restoratior
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Criminal Justice Goals EXPLORE

Criminal Justice Goals

Deterrence CLOSE X

Deterrence is a criminal justice goal that seeks to inhibit criminal behavior
through the fear of punishment. There are two types of deterrence; specific
Deterrenc deterrence and general deterrence.

‘Specific deterrence occurs when an offender is caught, punished, and decides
not to engage in further criminal behavior because he or she now understands
the consequence of that behavior.

General deterrence occurs when an offender is caught and punished, and this.
punishment is observed by others. Therefore these others, do not engage in
criminal behavior themselves to avoid punishment.

Deterrence may result when the criminal justice system imposes any of the
other four criminal justice goals. When people know o fear they will be caught
and punished, they are less likely to commit criminal acts. If individuals believe
they will be shamed or inconvenienced for specific behaviors, they are also less
likely to engage in those behaviors.
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Criminal Justice Goals EXPLORE

Criminal Justice Goals

Deterrence CLOSE X
I CONISEQUENIGE 01 Uit VeV

General deterrence occurs when an offender is caught and punished, and this
punishment is observed by others. Therefore these others, do not engage in
criminal behavior themselves to avoid punishment.

Deterrenc

Deterrence may result when the criminal justice system imposes any of the
other four criminal justice goals. When people know or fear they will be caught
and punished, they are less likely to commit criminal acts. If individuals believe
they will be shamed or inconvenienced for specific behaviors, they are also less

likely to engage in those behaviors.

Publishing the names of those arrested for speeding or drug possession in a
local newspaper, and the development of a sex offender website are
examples of how the media informs the public and deters criminal behavior.
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Criminal Justice Goals EXPLORE
Criminal Justice Goals

Incapacitation CLOSE X

Incapacitation involves removing the offender’s ability to commit crime. In the
current criminal justice system, this typically means incarceration. Locking up
dangerous individuals removes them from society and restricts their ability to
commit further crimes in the community.
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