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220 (Can Huge Differences in Wealth Be Justified? BROOKS Inequality and (Un)happiness in America 221

were ‘no good at all” at times, and ﬁmm% were 20 percent less likely to

say they felt like a failure.!3 Reflection and Response

- - - The fact that Bill Gates is so rich probably raises the happiness 8. Brooks includes several types of evidence in his argument: statistics (which he
of America’s optimists, because it demonstrates to them what some- spreads throughout), individual cases (Bill Gates, etc.), comparison (the ice
body can do with hard work, good ideas, great Tuck, and a system that cream analogy), and appeals to m.,cﬁ:o;.d\ (like the Chinese saying). Do certain
protects free enterprise. Gates is not a duke or a prince; there is no types of evidence carry more weight with you than others do? Explain.
evidence that God especially likes him. He simply had a lot of oppor- 4. Has Brooks succeeded in convincing you? Why or why not?
tunities and made the most of them 14 5. Which forms of equality do you personally think should be guaranteed?

equal access to the best health care
—equally good housing
equal pay

In contrast, it is depressing to think that no matter how hard you
work or how clever you are, you can never get ahead. This is why, when
people feel there is a lack of opportunity to advance at their workplace, equal say in decisions of the government
they often quit their jobs. Indeed, 70 percent of those who say their ; equal access to the best education
chances for promotion are good are very satisfied with their jobs, ver- ~ ———equally effective protection from crime
sus just 42 percent who say their chances for promotion are not good. equally long vacations
We need clear paths to success, not guarantees of income equality, to be ‘ mwﬂmw.oﬁ e aboe ‘
happy. Guarantees of equality actually take us in the wrong direction.s ‘ E:wﬁ rationale underlies your responses? That is, what's your philosophical

The true relationship between mobility and happiness explains basis for wc_oboﬂﬂmzo certain forms of equality and not others? .
why happiness levels in America have not fallen over time, even ;
though income inequality has risen. Unequal as it is, economically Making Connections
speaking, America is still a happy land of opportunity.

6. Of the different authors you've encountered in this book, who is most likely to
want to take Brooks on and to refute his argument? Explain.

132004 GsS 7. About 175 years ago, a French aristocrat named Alexis de Tocqueville wrote
: ) his travels i . title in America — perhaps

4 Andrew E. Clark, “Inequality-Aversion and Income Mobility: A Direct Test,” Centre a book Ummm.a Oﬂ j_w ﬁ_‘ﬂ<m_m_o_ﬂ ﬂdm C.W ﬁ;_mn Umﬂoomwo& Nﬂym In :mj o ﬂxm :
National de 1a Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) and Department and Laboratory of the most Sm,_@z ul book pu _.m eda ocﬁk 0.:« national psyche. s ; , _
Applied and Theoretical Economics (DELTA)-Fédération Jourdan Working Paper Arthur Brooks, remarks 3o<<. E_m we >3w:o§m seem to care about economic
2003-11 (2003); Claudia Senik, “What Can We Learn from Subjective Data? The Case of inequality, Look up Tocqueville's book to amg_am éjmﬁ:mﬁ he and Brooks
[ncome and Well-Being,” CNRS and DELTA-Fédération Jourdan Working Paper , _explain this American indifference on the subject in the same way.
2003-06 (2003).

1820021658,

Understanding the Text

1. Why does Arthur Brooks put parentheses around “Un” in the word “Unhappi-
ness” in his title?

2. It takes eight paragraphs to get to the thesis of this piece. Did that seen too
long to you, or did Brooks effectively keep you interested through suspense?
What methods of suspense does he employ?

Have you ever written a paper with Suspense in mind, or have you left
suspense exclusively to fiction writers? What assumptions about fiction and
nonfiction are reflected in your answer? , ,




