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Who did the Emancipation Proclamation free?  Why didn’t the Emancipation Proclamation apply to all slaves?  How did Lincoln justify freeing the slaves that he did?
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HIST 120  Dr. Schaffer 


Topic 15 


The Civil War (186165) 
 


Posts for this topic are due by 10 PM on Tuesday 7/26. 


 


Note that civil war and the Civil War do not mean the same thing.  Remember to use proper capitalization!  (See 


p. 2 of the Tips for Doing the Reading and Writing.) 


 


When discussing a war always, always give beginning and end dates.  Also, when discussing a war, 


make sure to specify in your answer which war you are discussing! 


 


 


Key Terms (Discussion relevant key terms in your answer.) 
 


Mother Bickerdyke 


Fort Sumter 


Confederate States of America 


First Battle of Bull Run 


Legal Tender Act 


Homestead Act 


Morrill Land Grant Act 


“cotton diplomacy” 


Anaconda Plan 


General George B. McClellan 


Battle of Shiloh 


Emancipation Proclamation 


Battle of Antietam 


Thirteenth Amendment (1865) 


Copperheads 


New York City Draft Riots (1863) 


Battle of Gettysburg 


General Robert E. Lee 


General Ulysses S. Grant 


Fall of Vicksburg (1863) 


Sherman’s March through Georgia 


election of 1864 


Appomattox 


 


 


Focus Questions 


Tying the readings together (Draw on at least two of the assigned sources including, where 


appropriate, the Levine interview.) 


1. Who did the Emancipation Proclamation free?  Why didn’t the Emancipation Proclamation apply to all 


slaves?  How did Lincoln justify freeing the slaves that he did? 


2. Why did Lincoln issue the Emancipation Proclamation when he did?  Think about these sub-questions: 


a. Lincoln announced his Emancipation Proclamation in September 1862, stating that it would take 


effect on January 1, 1863.  Why the time-delay?  Why didn’t Lincoln issue the Emancipation 


Proclamation earlier in the war? 


3. In Lincoln’s mind, what was at stake in the Civil War?  In other words, why was it so important to him 


to preserve the Union?  (Hint: think big.) 


4. Why was 1863 the turning point of the war? 


Out of Many, Ch. 16 (Draw on multiple sections of the chapter.) 


5. Assess the advantages and disadvantages that the North and the South had at the beginning of the Civil 


War. 


6. How did the power of the federal government expand as the war progressed? 
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7. Why did the South lose the war? 


8. Wars always have unexpected consequences.  Discuss some of those consequences both for soldiers and 


for civilians in the North and in the South. 


The Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address (See the “tying the readings 


together” questions, above.) 


 


Interview with Bruce Levine on the End of Slavery in America 
9. What did you learn about Abraham Lincoln and/or the end of slavery from this interview that surprised 


you? 
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