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“The Pann Fostar Student Library includes extensive information on research
‘papers in general and ctaton and references in paricular, inuding the APA and
MLA styl guides. You can access the lbary from your Personal Homepage.

Summary

“The directons for each research projectincude six sections: Background,
Procedure, Goal, Wriing Guidelnes, Grading Criera, and Submission. These
airectons foll you what you are 10 66 o successiully complete your projct, as.
well a5 how you/' be graded. Your project wil be graded for conten. writien
‘communication, and format. The value of each clemert, which varies from
project o project, wil appear in the project assignment.

You must complete the project a directed. Faiure 0 6o 5o wil be reflected in
your grade. Consider tis situaion. Suppose you wenl 1 a restaurant and
‘ordered a mealof beof teak and potaloos, but the water brought you a tuna
steak and rce nstead. Would you accopt thal as your ordor? | imagine you
Would tell he waltor hat it as unacceptable 2s twas not what you ordered. It
might be a very ice meal: welprepared and presented wih high-qually ood.
However, it was nol whal you ordered and as such is unacoeptable. A research
projectis simiar. It can bo very well witen, but s not what was assigned, s
unaccoptable.

You may now continue with your assignment andor go 0 the Penn Foster
Library, Guidebooks and Tigs secton 10 read the nformation provided there on
Witng a Research Paper, Basics of Citation, MLA andlor APA sty

GO0D LUCK WITH YOUR PROJECT!
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BACKGROUND

‘During your study of biology, you may have found a contro-
versial topic you read about 1o be especially interesting. This
assignment gives you an oppartunity to apply what you'e
leamed by doing some rescarch in outside sources and
increasing your knowledge of one controversial topic.

Procedure

Go 10 hitp/ /lessons.pennfoster.com, pdf/ spO754.pdf and
read the instructons for research papers. Sclect a contzaversial
topic from the following choices.

& Human stem cells

= Genetcally modified foods

& Climate change

' Use of vaccinations.

= Cloning

= Designer babies
Consult resoucces other than the course textbook and this
study guide. Examples of resources include other textbooks,
journal artcies, and reputable websites. Reputable orline
Sources include encyelopedias and university o governmental
websites. Prepare  detailed report on the topic, including the
following elements:

1. Deseribe the basic issue of your chosen topi.

2. Describe the basic argument of opposing viewpoints.

3. Idensty the strengihs and weaknesses of both views.

4. Choose which view you ageee with,

5. Explain why you agree with that view.
Incorporate the information you leared about you chosen
topic from this course, but don' limit your discussion 1o the
textoool and study guide. Take advantage of external resources
t0 provide an in-depth, comprehensive report

3ooloag ysieoasay
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Goal

This assignment is designed to help you apply what you've.
learned from your lessons by researching and writing about
a controversial topic you've studied and to give you an oppor-
tunity to demonstrate your written communication and research
skills, as well as your critical thinking sils.

Writing Guidelines

1. Type your submission, double-spaced, in a standard
print font, size 12. Use a standard document format with
L-inch margins. (Do not use any fancy or cursive fonts.)

2. Include the following information at the top of your paper:

. Name and complete mailing address
b. Student number

. Course title and number (Introduction to
Biology, SCI 120

d. Research project number (25082800)

3. Read the assignment carefully and address the topic
suggested. Use proper citation in cither APA or MLA style.

4. Be specific. Limit your submission to the topic suggested.

5. Include a reference page in APA style. On this page, list
websites, journals, and all other references used in
preparing the submission.

6. Proofread your work carefully. Check for correct spelling,
grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
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Grading Criteria

Your grade will be based on the following criteria:

Content 75 percent
Written communication 20 percent
Format 5 percent

Here's a brief explanation of cach of these points,

Content

The student

B Describes the basic isstie of his or her chosen tapic

' Describes the basic argument of opposing viewpoints

B ldentifies strengths and weaknesses of both the pro and
the con views

= Chooses a view with which he or she agrees
' Explains why he or she agreed with the chosen view
The student

' Uses correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and
sentence structure

B Stays focused on the assignment

B Includes an introductory paragraph, a body with well-
defined paragraphs, and a clear conclusion

' Uses his or her own words and uses quotations and
citation in the form of a reference page correctly
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Format

‘The paper is double-spaced and typed in font size 12. It
includes the student's

® Name and complete mailing address
= Student number

= Course title and number (Introduction to
gy, SCI 120)

m Research project number (57371800)
Student uses standard 12-point font and 1-inch margins.

‘Submitting Your Project
Follow this procedure to submit your project online:

1. Log on to the Penn Foster website and go to
Student Portal.

2. Click Take Exam next to the lesson you're working on.
3. Attach your file as follows:

a. Click on the Browse bos.

b. Locate the file you wish to attach

. Double-click on the fil.

4. Click Upload Fie.

3. Enter your e-mail address in the box provided. (Note:
‘This information is required for online submissions.)

4.1 you wish to tell your instructor anything specific
regarding this assignment, enter it in the Message box

6. Click Submit File.
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RESEARCH PROJECTS

Purpose

our curiculum i designed to prepare you for a professional career. No matier
whal tha career may be, you'l need the ablty o ollow specfc drectons,
research informaton, wrte ffectely, convey factua information and ideas to
others, maintan ethical standards, think critally, and produce focused,
informative documents ree of ercrs. To help you dovelop and perfect these
skils, Penn Foster Schools rguies you 1o complete research projocts and
wriling assignments n many of the courses throughot your curiculum. These
projects are related o the specifc subject matler you're stucying.

WhatIs a Research Paper?

A research paper shoukd not express the apinion of s wrir. It should bo a fact-
based, infornative project tha’s supported by verifable infomation gathered
rom rcognized authorative sources. Therefore, as you work on a research
project, you must gather and evaluate nformation rom various sources (o Gain
‘enough nformation o thoroughly understand the concepts and questons asked
in'he paper. Then, once you understand the concepts, you should wrt the
paper in your own words [0 inform the reader.

Organization of a Research Project

‘our research project may consist of either a topic that you must research and
evelop into a paper or a seies o questons that you must answer.

1fyour projectinvolves a research paper, your paper should have three pats:

1. Introduction. The Inroduction shouid be  shorl paragraph of around
threo to fve sentences in which you cleary sate the purpose of your
paper.

2. Body. The body should consistof a number o paragraphs n which you
develop the purpose you included in he iniraduction. In the bady, you
should clearly and completely explain the purpose. To do ths, add facts,
dotals, and examplos from your resoarch. To wits a clear and complete
explanaton, you should research mare than just one Web site or aricle.
Remember: you'e not writing your opiion. Rather, you're clearly
‘explaiing the concept and why Ifs mportant, roquired, necessary.
controversial, and 5o on 10 a reader who has no prir knowedge ofthe
Subjoct Since the reador is presumed to know nothing of the subject, you
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must cover the maeial completely and thoroughly 5o that the reader
gains a fim understanding wihoul having t o 1o any other source of
nformation

3. Conclusion. In the conclusion, estate your purpose and bing your
paper 19 close by providing a fial Insight nlo your research of the
significance of your opic.

1 your projoctinvolves a series of questions, make sure 1o answor each question
in'a complete paragraph or o, Include an iniraduclory sentence, a paragraph of
‘explanation, and a concluing sentonce. These three elements should include
the same informaion as the ntroduction, body. and conclusion of a resoarch
paper.

References and Citations.

Referencos and ciation are essoniial parts of  research projoct. Lt look at
‘ocactly what these are.

References. Atthe end of your project, you must nclude a separale page that
includes a properly formatted lsting of all materials used from any outside
‘Source. The list should include any books, magazines, journals, newspapers,
intorviews, Web sies, and other electionic resources that you've used i
gathering nformation. Each reference should have at least one Corresponding
claton in th text of your poject. The purpose of the reference s is 10 provide:
the reader with enough information to find your sources.

Citations. Whenever you use information from an outside source, you must
indicate tat the information i not your own, but belongs (o somecne else. You
must show (inyour writen document wherever the nformation appears) where
you found the inormation and give creit o the orginal author Any timo you use
2 word-for-word quola, restate ancther person' ideas but change the wording, or
‘summarize information, facts, sudies, o theores, you must il your information
Gtations are not at the end of the paper, but appear wihin the sentences of the
document o as footnotes.

1 you do not give cradit (cto the source) when using somsone
else’s information or ideas, you're plagiarizing that person's.
work. Plagiarism is unathical behavior and i subject o a grade
of 0-andlor disciplinary action.

“The academic world recogrizes several diffrent citaion and reforence siyles

Penn Foster has chosen o use the siyles of the American Psychological

‘Association (APA) and the Moder Language Association (MLA) for research

projects. You may choose elther syle for your project




