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BOOKS OF MOSES
CREATION

The first eleven books of the Tanakh present a continuous historical narrative ﬁ'c_Jm
he creation of the world until the Babylonian exile. Genesis opens with two creation
tories, one from the P or Priestly source, and one from the | or Yahwist source.
Zentral to both is the ideq that humans are the pinnacle of God's creative achivity.
The P source creation story, presented below, emphasizes the cosmic structure
of creation, as opposed to the earlier and perhaps agrarian-oriented account of the
“source. Also, the writer sees creation as involving three mandates. First, humans
wre to fill the earth and master it. Second, humans are to eat plants for food. Finally,
he seventh day of the week is declared holy.

When God began to create heaven and earth—the earth being
unformed and void, with darkness over the surface of the deep and a
wind from God sweeping over the water—God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and God separated
the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness He
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, a first day.
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God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the water, that it
may separate water from water.” God made the expanse, and it separated
the water which was below the expanse from the water which was above
the expanse. And it was so. God called the expanse Sky. And there was
evening and there was morning, a second day.

God said, “Tet the water below the sky be gathered into one area, that
the dry land may appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and
the gathering of waters He called Seas. And God saw that this was good.
And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation: seed-bearing plants, fruit
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so.
The earth brought forth vegetation: seed-bearing plants of every kind, and
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that this
was good. And there was evening and there was morming, a third day.

God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate day
from night; they shall serve as signs for the set times—the days and the
years; and they shall serve as lights in the expanse of the sky to shine upon
the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights, the greater light to
dominate the day and the lesser light to dominate the night, and the stars.
And God set them in the expanse of the sky to shine upon the earth, to domi-
nate the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God
saw that this was good. And there was evening and there was morning, a
fourth day. God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures,
and birds that fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky.” God created
the great sea monsters, and all the living creatures of every kind that creep,
which the waters brought forth in swarms, and all the winged birds of every
kind. And God saw that this was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fertile
and increase, fill the waters in the seas, and let the birds increase on the
earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, a fifth day.

God said, “Let the earth bring forth every kifd of living creature:
cattle, creeping things, and wild beasts of every kind.” And it was so. God
made wild beasts of every kind and cattle of every kind, and all kinds of
creeping things of the earth. And God saw that this was good. And God
said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. They shall rule the
fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the cattle, the whole earth, and all the
creeping things that creep on earth.” And God created man in His image,
in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
God blessed them and God said to them, “Be fertile and increase, fill the
earth and master it; and rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and all
the living things that creep on earth.”

God said, “See, I give you every seed-bearing plant that is upon all the
earth, and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit; they shall be yours for
food. And to all the animals on land, to all the birds of the sky, and to
everything that creeps on earth, in which there is the breath of life, [I give]
all the green plants for food.” And it was so. And God saw all that He had
made, and found it very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.



Y Judaism

The heaven and the earth were finished, and all their array. On the
seventh day God finished the work that he had been doing, and He ceased
on the seventh day from all the work that He had done. And God blessed
the seventh day and declared it holy, because on it God ceased from all
the work of creation that He had done. Such is the story of heaven and

earth when they were created.
urce: Genesis 1:1-2:3, from Tanakh: The Holy Scriptures (Philadelphia: Jewish
iblication Society, 1985). Reprinted by permission.

COVENANT WITH NOAH

1e first great covenant in the Tanakh is between God and Noah. The P text stoty
lates how God finds all the earth’s inhabitants wicked, except for Noah, and destroys
e earth in a flood. When the water subsides, God promises that he will not again
sstroy the world by water and permits humans to eat animal flesh. The authors of the
toxt note later (in Exodus 40) that all slaughter of animals must be done within the

mtext of a sacrificial rite conducted by a priest.

God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, “Be fertile and
increase, and fill the earth. The fear and the dread of you shall be upon all
the beasts of the earth and upon all the birds of the sky—everything with
which the earth is astir—and upon all the fish of the sea; they are given
into your hand. Every creature that lives shall be yours to eat; as with the
green grasses, I give you all these. You must not, however, eat flesh with
its life-blood in it. But for your own life-blood I will require a reckoning:
I will require it of every beast; of man, too, will I require a reckoning for
human life, of every man for that of his fellow man!

Whoever sheds the blood of man,
By man shall his blood be shed;
For in His image

Did God make man.

Be fertile, then, and increase; abound on the earth and increase on it.”

And God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “I now establish My
d with every living
le, and every wild beast as well—all that
thing on earth. [ will maintain My
1 flesh be cut off by the waters of a

covenant with you and your offspring to come, an
thing that is with you—birds, catt
have come out of the ark, every living

covenant with yow: never again shall al
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

God further said, “This is the sign that I set for the covenant between
y living creature with you, for all ages to come.
I have set My bow in the clouds, and it shall serve as a sign of the
e earth. When I bring clouds over the earth,
T will remember My covenant between
11 flesh, so that the waters

hndl mrioe acrain hecome a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in

Me and you, and ever

covenant between Me and th
and the bow appears in the clouds,
Me and you and every living creature among a
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glijIOszdS’ [ ?v.ill see it and remember the everlasting covenant between
and all living creatures, all flesh that is on earth. That,” God said to

Noah, “shall be the si
, gn of the covenant th i
Mo ard ol ot i hp of the « at 1 have established between

Source: Genesis 9:1~17, from Tanakh: The Holy Scriptures.

COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM

;’11; ﬁgf;:airethc;vj;an; of tl?e Tlanakh, as it appears in the P text, is between God

p raham 1s selected by God to be fathe ' indi

cates that he will inherit the land of C rcun o e il
. bt anaan and that circumcision is 4 J

that covenant. Circumcision is a rite to be performed by priests o e thesign of

When Abram was ninety-ni
. ram y-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Ab
g{ﬁn ﬁgstolmg}i I amn E}ll Shaddai [God heeds], Walk it IIDVIy ways and be
. I will establish My covenant betw i
make you exceedingly numer)t;us.” ewveen Me and you and Twill
o Iilxbrag tbrew himself on his face; and God spoke to him further, “As
tude (;ef, rtlat?OﬁSMg i{)venank‘: xi\lfith you: You shall be the father of a n:lulti-
; . And you shail no longer be called Abram, b
shall be Abraham, for | make itude of nations
L , you the father of a multitude of nati
I will make you exceedingl i i s and L
gly fertile, and make nations of you; and ki
5}:;11 cogme forth from_ you. I will maintain My covenant bgtwéennMe ?r%csi
irhe ; ga:s tjéoglr Cc;ff;armg to cgme, as an everlasting covenant throughout
» 10 be God to you and to your offspring to come. I assi
‘ : : th
you sojourn in to you and your offspring to come, all the Lemd1 801; C; o
as ar(\jT everlasting holding. I will be their God.” - e
od further said to Abraham, “As f : a
, or you, you and your offspri
Eg:;i ;I}::%ugxout ’;\}/}e ag;s shall keep My covenant. Sﬁch shalfzggtl:z
etween Me and you and your offsprin i
: g to follow which
zli‘;aell t}l:zeflljé el:e?y malefamong you shall be circumcised. You shall ::circL}:tc*illi
sh of your foreskin, and that shall be the si
between Me and you. And throu ions, o s v
. ghout the generations, every mal
you shall be circumcised at the a i ’ the homebors
ge of eight days. As for the h
slave and the one bought from an i i e
: : outsider who is not of your offspri
z};i); :]nuftb be c1rc1:<u1(;1c1sed, homeborn and purchased alike yThL];soshs;\l:l,lan/lg);
ant be marked in your flesh as an everlasting pact A i
. ; ' / . And if
who is uncircumcised fails to circumcise the flesh gf};is foreskiln iﬁgtmale
son iflall be cut off from his kin; he has broken My covenant.” ’ .
e Sqr;zli (i?-]ci i:;;i rf«? Abr;hﬁlg, ”SAS for your wife Sarai, you shall not call
arai, c¥ne shall be Sarah. T will bless her; indeed, T will gi
Z?; :O;ci: byhhielr.. 1 w1llf bless her so that she shall give rise to na’tionsT ruglg;i
s shall issue from her.” Abraham threw himsel on hi ’ ;
laughed, as he said to himself, “Can a child be bom to a mr:;n ]; ﬁfgdigj
years old, or can Sarah bear a child at ninety?” And Abraham said fo God



284 Judaisn:

“O that [shmael might live by Your favor!” God said, “Nevertheless, Sarafh
your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall name him Isaac; and 1 vlvﬂ.l.
maintain My covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offsprmg
to come. As for Ishmael, I have heeded you. I hereby bless him. I will make
him fertile and exceedingly numerous. He shall be the father of twely*e
chieftains, and I will make of him a great nation. But My covenant 1 w1l}
maintain with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this season next year.

And when He was done speaking with him, God was gone from Abraham.

Source: Genesis 17:1-22, from Tanakh: The Holy Scriptures.

PASSOVER AND EXODUS

Abraham'’s descendants migrate to Egypt to avoid famine in Canaan, m?d within a few
generations their population dramatically increases. Intimidalted by their numbers, the
Pharaoh enslaves the Israclites and issues an edict that male infants are to be dr.owned.
To save her child, one woman places her toddler, Moses, in a basket and floats it down
the Nile, where it is discovered and he is adopted by the Phamf)h’s daughter. When
Moses grows up, God appears to hint and instructs him to lead fns people outlof Egupt
and into Canaan. To break the Pharaok’s resistance to releasing the Israelites, God
kills the first-born humans and cattle in Egypt. In prepamtiqn for the event, the
Israelites are instructed to perform a series of activities as described below. Passover,
one of Judaism's most sacred feasts, is a celebration of this event.

12. In the middle of the night the Lord struck down all the first-born in the
land of Egypt, from the first-born of Pharaoh who sat on the thron? to
the first-born of the captive who was in the dungeon, and a_ll the ﬁ}rst—
born of the cattle. And Pharaoh arose in the night, with all his courtiers
and all the Egyptians—because there was a loud cry in Egypt; for there
was no house where there was not someone dead. He summoned
Moses and Aaron in the night and said, “Up, depart from among my
people, you and the Israelites with you! Go, worship .the Lord as ym,}
said! Take also your flocks and your herds, as you said, and be gone!
And may you bring a blessing upon me also!"’

The Egyptians urged the people on, impatient to have them leave th.e
country, for they said, “We shall all be dead.” So the people toc?k theg
dough before it was leavened, their kneading bowls wraPp_ed_ in their
cloaks upon their shoulders. The Israelites had done Moses’ bidding ?md
borrowed from the Egyptians objecis of silver and gold, and clothing,.
And the Lord had disposed the Egyptians favorably toward the_people,
and they let them have their request; thus they stripped the Egyph?ns.

The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six 1'}u11—
dred thousand men on foot, aside from children. Moreover, a mixed
multitude went up with them, and very much livestock, both flocks
and herds. And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough that they
had taken out of Egypt, for it was not leavened, since they had been

14.
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driven out of Egypt and could not delay; nor had they prepared any
provisions for themselves.

The length of time that the Israelites lived in Egypt was four hundred

and thirty years; at the end of the four hundred and thirtieth year, to the
very day, all the ranks of the Lord departed from the land of Egypt. That
was for the Lord a night of vigil to bring them out of the land of Egypt;
that same night is the Lord’s, one of vigil for all the children of Tsrael
throughout the ages. . ..
When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and
his courtiers had a change of heart about the people and said, “What is
this we have done, releasing Israel from our service?” He ordered his
chariot and took his men with him; he took six hundred of his ‘picked
chariots, and the rest of the chariots of Egypt, with officers in all of
them. The Lord stiffened the heart of Pharach king of Egypt, and he
gave chase to the Israelites. As the Israelites were departing defiantly,
the Egyptians gave chase to them, and all the chariot horses of
Pharaoh, his horsemen, and his warriors overtook them encamped by
the sea, near Pihahiroth, before Baal-zephon.

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites caught sight of the Egyptians
advancing upon them. Greatly frightened, the Israelites cried out to
the Lord. And they said to Moses, “Was it for want of graves in Egypt
that you brought us to die in the wilderness? What have you done to
us, taking us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in
Egypt, saying, ‘Let us be, and we will serve the Egyptians, for it is bet-
ter for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness’?” But
Moses said to the people, “Have no fear! Stand by, and witness the
deliverance which the Lord will work for you today; for the Egyptians
whom you see today you will never see again. The Lord will battle for
you; you hold your peace!” o

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to Me? Tell the
Israelites to go forward. And you lift up your rod and hold out your arm
over the sea and split it, so that the Israelites may march into the sea on
dry ground. And I will stiffen the hearts of the Egyptians so that they go
in after them; and 1 will gain glory through Pharach and all his warriors,
his chariots and his horsemen. Let the Egyptians know that I am Lord,
when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”

The angel of God, who had been going ahead of the Israelite army,
now moved and followed behind them; and the pillar of cloud shifted
from in front of them and took up a place behind them, and it came
between the army of the Egyptians and the army of Israel. Thus there
was the cloud with the darkness, and it cast a spell upon the night, so
that the one could not come near the other all through the night.

Then Moses held out his arm over the sea and the Lord drove
back the sea with a strong east wind all that night, and turned the sea
into dry ground. The waters were split, and the Israelites went into
the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their



286  judaism

right and on their left. The Egyptians came in pursuit after them into
the sea, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and horsemen. At the morn-
ing watch, the Lord looked down upon the Egyptian army from_a pil-
lar of fire and cloud, and threw the Egyptian army into a panic. ﬂe
locked the wheels of their chariots so that they moved forwax-'d with
difficulty. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for
the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Hold out your arm over the sea, t‘hat
the waters may come back upon the Egyptians and upon their chariots
and upon their horsemen.” Moses held out his arm over the sea, and at
daybreak the sea returned to its normal state, arfd the Egyptians fled at
its approach. But the Lord hurled the Egyptians into the sea. The watel;"s
turned back and covered the chariots and the horsemen—PhareTOh 5
entire army that followed them into the sea; not one of them remained.
But the Israelites had marched through the sea on dry ground, the
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.

Source: Exodus 12:29-41, 14:5-29, from Tanakh: The Holy Scriptures.

MOSAIC COVENANT

The third great covenant in the Tanakh fext consists of God giving the Law to Moses
at Mount Sinai, a means by which the Israelites could becomf? a holy people. Mosaic
Law is articulated throughout the books of Exodus, ;em’tlcus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy, interspersed with narratives about the Isr::zehtes forty years of wander-
ing. Exodus 19, a JE text, describes the people’s preparation for receiving the Law from
God. Exodus 20, which is possibly a reworked version of an ancient P text, presents
the best-known part of the Mosaic Law, the Ten Commandients.

19. On the third new moon after the Israelites had gone forth fr‘orn| the lgnd
of Egypt, on that very day, they entered the wildgmess of Smal.' Hrfwmg
journeyed from Rephidim, they entered the w1ldgrness of Sinai and
encamped in the wilderness. Israel encamped there in front of the moun-
tain, and Moses went up to God. The Lord called to him from the moun-
tain, saying, “Thus shall you say to the house of Jacob an.d declare to the
children of Israel: ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, howi I bore
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Me. Now then, if you will obey
Me faithfully and keep My covenant, you shall be My treasured posses-
sion among all the peoples. Indeed, all the earth is Mine, but you shall be
to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are the words that
you shall speak to the children of Israel.”

Moses came and summoned the elders of the people and put
before them all that the Lord had commanded him. All the Peoplﬁ
answered as one, saying, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do!
And Moses brought back the people’s words to the Lo-rd. And the
Lord said to Moses, “I will come to you in a thick cloud, in order that

20.
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the people may hear when I speak with you and so trust you eve:
after.” Then Moses reported the people’s words to the Lord, and the
Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and warn them to stay pure
today and tomorrow. Let them wash their clothes. Let them be ready
for the third day; for on the third day the Lord will come down, in the
sight of all the people, on Mount Sinai. You shall set bounds for the
people round about, saying, ‘Beware of going up the mountain oz
touching the border of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put
to death: no hand shall touch him, but he shall be either stoned o1
shot; beast or man, he shall not live.” When the ram’s horn sounds a
long blast, they may go up on the mountain.”

Moses came down from the mountain to the people and ‘warned
the people to stay pure, and they washed their clothes. And he said tc
the people, “Be ready for the third day: do not go near a woman.”

On the third day, as morning dawned, there was thunder, and
lightning, and a dense cloud upon the mountain, and a very loud blast
of the horn; and all the people who were in the camp trembled. Moses
led the people out of the camp toward God, and they took their places
at the foot of the mountain.

Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke, for the Lord had come down
upon it in fire; the smoke rose like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole
mountain trembled violently. The blare of the horn grew louder and
louder. As Moses spoke, God answered him in thunder. The Lord came
down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain, and the Lord
called Moses to the top of the mountain and Moses went up. The Lord
said to Moses, “Go down, wamn the people not to break through to the
Lord to gaze, lest many of them perish. The priests also, who come near
the Lord, must stay pure, lest the Lord break out against them.” But
Moses said to the Lord, “The people cannot ccihe up to Mount Sinai, for
You warned us saying, ‘Set bounds about the mountain and sanctify

it.”” So the Lord said to him, “Go down, and come back together with
Aaron; but let not the priests or the people break through to come up to
the Lord, lest He break out against them.” And Moses went down to the
people and spoke to them.
God spoke all these words, saying:

“I the Lord am your God who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, the house of bondage: You shall have no other gods besides Me.

“You shall not make for yourself a sculpted image, or any likeness
of what is in the heavens above, or on the earth below, or in the waters
under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them for
I the Lord your God am an impassioned God, visiting the guilt of the
parents upon the children, upon the third and upon the fourth genera-
tions of those who reject Me, but showing kindness to the thousandth
generation of those who love Me and keep My commandments.

“You shall not swear falsely by the name of the Lord your God;
for the Lord will not clear one who swears falsely by His name.



