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h Christopher Columbus was born Europe was periphera| i
overland trade caravans and the sea routes of the Indian OC;aIL an§CCt€(1 the knowd?
world. The Middle Eastern merchants at the center forrped the hub (see Map 1) .
oods of China were in greatest demand. Europeans constituted the least powerfy] eleme,
of the world’s trade system. Princes and merchants there longed to be ablg to compete iy
other players on the world stage, and some desperately sought ways of doing so. 1
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tion in the seventh century. By the year 711, most 0
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“Moors” by Christians). The new authorities were generally tolerant of those they |,
vanquished and allowed Christian and Jewish subjects to coexist peacefully alo : ‘.ad
Muslims. Toward the end of the eleventh century, however, dissatisfied desce; léi'll t g
ousted ruling families began a concerted effort toward reconquest, or ,‘(-,n,, 4 :S()fthe
1085, Allionso VI of Castile retook Toledo. “Inspired by God’s grac;\‘ e \\,;M{L_”St?' In
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