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VWth this extra credit assignnient, you are to write a 3 page memo that critically refutes the attached

arguments opposing the Free Trade Area of
additional 2% towards the overall course grade. In countering the arguments put forth within this

statement, consider that you are responding to what was presented as an opinion

the Americas. This assignment is worth a possible

that position
editorial within the Los Angeles Times. Seek to leverage the lessons from our course but in such a

way as to make them accessible to the wider audience reading your rebuttal within the Times.

You may elect to focds in on those reasons that you feel warrant the most attention. In other words,
you needn’t address all 10 reasons identified. However, you should keep in mind that the objective
is to persuade the wider public that you are right and the author of the prior opinion editorial in the
paper is wrong. Feel free to effectively integrate additional outside research as supportive evidence
but don’t forget what we have discussed in our video reviews. Effective communication typically

~ impacts its audience, changing the decisions made or the actions taken by those consuming the

‘eommunicaﬁon_ As such, be véry clear within your team as to who your “target audience” is and

Wbat impact you seek to have on the audience through your response.

~ Iwould ask that yQu submit an electronic copy of your analysis by no later than Spm on Sunday,
# written submission should not exceed 3 pages, using times roman 12 point font with

around and 1% line spacing. Please number the pages of your document.
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TOP TEN REASONS TO OPPOSE T
H
TRADE AREA OF THE AMERICAS

cent Years, TEPTeSEntarives from 34 countries have been worki
I;;Zle Agf;emmfp (NAFTA) to Central America, South America cz:fi ;Z:Dg::;zbienN;Zeb .;74 m‘—;jmn Vi
of the Americas (FTAA) is another example of the free-market fundamenzalism, t/yc;t has C::Zt ;‘Zde ;47:41
race-to-the-bottom that threatens the environment, families’ livelihoods, human rights tlnd;r a globa
Once again, a Sweeping 'free trade” agreement is in the works that puts commercial ;nterestse;?)z:/:dgl

other values.

1) The FTAA Expands a Proven Disaster

The FTAA is essentially an expansion of NAFTA. But
NAFTA has proven to be a nightmare for working fami-
lies and the environment. A look at NAFTASs legacy shows
why these kinds of "frec trade” agreements should be op-
posed. Working families suffer: In the US, more than
765,000 jobs have disappeared as 2 result of NAFTA.
When these laid off workers find new jobs, they earn 23
percent less on average than at their previous employment.
In Mexico, manufacturing wages fell 21 percent from 1995
t0 1999, and have only started to recover. The percentage
of Mexicans living in poverty has also grown since NAFTA
went into effect. The environment suffers: In the
magquiladora zones along the US-Mexico border, the in-
creased pollution and the improper disposal of chemical
wastes have dramarically raised rates of hepatitis and birth

defects. NAFTA should be repealed, not expanded.

~ 2)The Agreement Is Being Written Without

e ;cd callsfor the open and democratic '

3) The Agreement Will Undermine Labor Rights
and Cause Further Job Loss

The NAFTA experience demonstrates how basic la-
bor rights and the interests of working families are eroded
by "free trade" agreements that lack enforceable labor
protections. Corporations move high-paying jobs to
countries with lower wages and bust unionization drives
with threats to transfer production abroad. According
to a Cornell University study, since NAFTA two-thirds
of manufacturing and communications companies faced
with union organizing campaigns threatened workers
with moving their jobs abroad. This "race-to-the-bot-
tom" will accelerate under the FTAA as corporations pit
exploited workers in Mexico against even more desper-
ate workers in countries such as Haiti and Guatemala.
Already, Mexico is losing maquiladora jobs to countries
with cheaper wages. In the last two years, some 280,000
jobs have vanished with the closure of more than 350
magquiladoras.

4) The Agreement Will Exacerbate Environmental
Destruction
The export-driven growth model promoted by "free

trade” agreements and the policies of the World Bank

1

nd the IMF have destroyed ecosystems around the
world. Under this unsustainable

model, many countri

es
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Guerrero, 40 percent of the forests have been lost in the

Jast eight years, and massive clear cutting has led to soil
erosion and habitat destruction.

5) The Agreements Will Hurt Family Farmers

NAFTA has been a disaster for small farmers in the
US and Mexico. By favoring the interests of agribusiness
corporations over the needs of family farmers, NAFTA’s
model of export-oriented agriculture has slashed farm-
ers income. Between 1995 and 2000, the prices US farm-
ers receive for corn declined 33 percent, 42 percent for
wheat, and 34 percent for soybeans. No wonder that
since NAFTA went into effect 33,000 small farmers in
the US have gone out of business—more than six times
the pre-NAFTA rate. In Mexico, the price farmers re-
ceive for corn has plummeted 45 percent in three years
as agribusiness giants dump their subsidized corn there.
At least half a million farmers have left their land. The
FTAA threatens to make this crisis worse by encourag-
ing even more overproduction.

6) The Agreement Will Lead! to Privatization
Essential Services
The FTAA is expected to force countries to privatize
services such as education, health care, energy and wa-
ter. Such privatization would especially harm working
class communities and communities of color. In some
countries, these privatizations are already occurring, and
those least able to pay for vital services are the ones who
suffer the most. When the Bolivian city of Cochabamba
privatized its water utility, water rates increased 200 per-
~ cent. In the ensuing protests, police shot and killed a
- 17-year-old student.
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8) The Agreement Will Spread the Use of GMOs

Othe[rJS trade [iegotators are trying use the FTAA to force
countries to accept the use of genetically modified
organisms (GMOs). But environmental groups warn th
these techl}ologies haven’t been adequatelyptcste(; a::i
food sccunt‘y experts say GMOs could increase htlnger
In poor nations. Farmers have traditionally saved their
s'eeds from year to year, but as multinational corpora-
tions patent GM seeds these farmers will be forced to

pay for seeds, pushing them further into dependency.

9) The Agreement Will Increase Poverty and
Inequality

"Free trade” is not working for the majority of the
world. During the most recent period of rapid growth
in global trade and investment—1960 to 1998—in-
equality worsened internationally and within countries.
Without debt cancellation and rules to curtail rampant
capital speculation, countries in the Global South will
remain dominated by the Global North, inequality will
increase, and the hope of achieving sustainable develop-

ment will be farther off.

10) There Are Proven Alternatives
Policy makers and pundits often try to convince us
that corporate globalization is inevitable. In fact, the
current economic processes known as "globalization”
have been defined and driven by a very small number of
corporations. Now people around the world are creat-
ing an alternative grassroots globalization. Citizens
groups from across the Western Hemisphere have writ-
ten an "Alternative Agreement for the Americas” that
offers a picture of what socially responsible and envi-

- ronmentally sustainable trade would look like. You can

find t_l};c-documcnt on the Global Exchange website.








