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PETER SCHWENGER 


The screen is a of raw white 
tionist's error were it not for the voice naJrra'tffijg, ............ "' ...... 1."-',I.1.'J"O" ,...1!"'I~rlt;T"'l,rr 
....... ~ .. "'...".J<;. After a few minutes the screen """11"""1 ... ",,,, 
remains so for the rest of the film. We are Blue-
his last directed he was blind as a result of AIDS. The film 
d.e:scrlbE~S this descent into blindness death: the visits to the 


Blue in many senses, an 
the film' s OPE~nirlg 
'the sn(ttte~rmlg 


par\de:mollUum of 
n ... "u:o~"'It you with the universal Blue 


Blue an open door to soul 
An infinite ........ .:."" ... ...,' .. 1. .... 


d.ISeaSe, the 
familiar and 


,..",,1-10,","1-<""' our blank 
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famous 
This is 
a state that is after 


The first return of 
L.LJ .. '~F."'''''''''''''.1'''''_'''' in the blue nrC)lelcted 
colour: are there not scrim? This 
kind of is not uncommon under conditions of visual aeJlICl~~nc:y 


fall into three classes: 
Ua.r1<Jne~;.s or dosed eyes may induce the of 


dreams. 
or blue 


eXl::>eI1erl.Ce the second of these 
It is as if the mind cannot 


if 


tences' we nO'[To't'+h':J.lo,~c 
of 'darkness made visible,' The 'inward 
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darkness makes and all the host 
work endless cnangE!S. 


version of rI ...... Ir ..... aiC<co 
De'lOn.o all the devices of the movie's evocative it is the 


that in the viewer of Blue a movie of the 
hints at this. 


reln1I1Qlng us 'Thou 
This ambivalence of 


from both its 
-that the 








anew 
narrator he 
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The that Marco Polo 


The road to the Vitae is a built from '''-''''''A'''' 
and mirrors which in the SUl:1l1~;ht cause terrible blindness. The mirrors reflect 
each of your them and drive you into madness. 


the sn,ltte~nng of isbom 
a second this time out of words: 


Blue walks into the Absolute silence is demanded of all its so 
their presence does not disturb the the excavations .... 
The of sound has and the SYSiternatlc 
1",... .. '1"' ..... of words has until ,..",,...,,, .... Hlu 


watched as a word or materialized in ;:) .... J..lLU.u,~CH,llLr. 
which cast '::'''IU~1'''\Tl'hiT'IO' into darkness with the bnightne~;s 
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the reader's eye. 
that results from 


Around his ankles 
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the way alternative interior unas:?;E~S 
bellion and a 


Our str()n~:es[ 
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because are nelcessaI'lly "'"t"""...,f.""rI 
darkness can stir into a J;L < .................. u. bec:orTIllW:; 


that are subtler exterior 
within us that links us to 


creates in the world. 
when the film ends with the words 'I a .............. I-" ... LLLLU .... L.U; 


......... , ..... ~' ...... The colour of the 
1-"'" ~.ILU,F.U,LU..;JI L/ and both are associated 


more than the traditional 
The film Blue is in a sense that blue flower. While it does not 


it of the encounter with death in such a that we must 
pT()celSS that That ""''0'''',\,...6,,, ... is Bloch's 


it is ret:~re::;ented 
pn~-alPp(~arian(:e in the mind's eyei and 


lSUlanZa1t10Jl, or the power of 
power, we are reminded, 


transformative POlItl,CS. 


NOTES 


This work was Cc1n·U ... £H"h:.rt the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
of Canada. 
1 lJt::,eCOJ'\,)a1-J'HaJl'l 123. All further references to this 


text. The section of this book entitled 'Into the Blue' 


2 I take these cat:eg()riE~s 
Collins uses .... ,,,,,,u, .u.. 
way readers visualize. 
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