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Discussion Forum on O-Space:
We will be using O-Space for online discussions. Please respond to this week’s discussion 
question by Sunday night (by midnight). To receive full points you should also comment on 
another student’s post so that we have a dynamic online conversation about the course 
assignments each week. Your response should be approximately one paragraph (5-7 
sentences) and while I encourage you to read and respond to each other’s analysis, please 
make sure your voice and ideas are distinct from what other students have mentioned.
 
NOTE: Please visit the course website/ePortfolio (Documentary Traditions - Summer 2016) to 
find instructions for this week's required readings and screenings/clips as well as the 
Documentary Analysis Worksheet.
 
Week 1 Discussion Question:
Please start by introducing yourself and writing a few things about your interest in documentary 
film. Have you seen many documentaries? If so, do you have any favorites? Are you also 
interested in making documentaries?


DOCUMENTARY ANALYSIS WORKSHEET
 
Your Name:                                
Date/Week:
 
WEEK ONE: INTRODUCTION TO DOCUMENTARY
 
This week we will begin thinking critically and conceptually about documentary film. Please 
answer all of the following questions and include specific examples from the assigned reading/
screening. Each answer should be approximately one paragraph (5-7 sentences typed).
 
1)   Capturing Reality: The Art of Documentary includes several interviews with some of the 
most acclaimed documentary filmmakers. Please choose one scene/interview that underscores 
a key point and brifly explain its importance.
 
2)   After reading "How Can We Define Documentary Film?" by Roberta Sapino and "What is a 
Documentary Film" from Bill Nichols’ Introduction to Documentary, please choose one passage 
that challenges some of your initial preconceptions about documentary and briefly explain what 
it means and/or elaborate on its greater significance.
 
3)   Please choose one quote from "Documentary Quotes" that best describes what 
documentary means to you and briefly explain its significance.
 
4)   As you reflect on how other filmmakers and theorists have understood documentary, how 
would YOU define "documentary?" Is it really a more "truthful" or "realistic" than fiction films? Do 
documentary and fiction ever intersect?








 
5)   According to the syllabus when are your responses to weekly O-Space discussions due? 
Additionally, when are Documentary Analysis Worksheets due and how are they to be 
submitted?
 
6) According to the syllabus, please briefly explain the Otis Attendance policy for online courses. 
What activity constitutes attendance each week and how many absences are allowed before 
you automatically the course?
 
7) According to the syllabus, what is my email address that I prefer you to use when contacting 
me?
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