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GENESYS 50:20-26-
placeiof God? Bmﬁﬁ. though-you intended to
do’harm. to me, God !intended. it for good; in
order to: preserve 2 mumerous people; as he.is
doing:today. 2150 have no. fear;. I Eﬁ&w will
@Hoﬁan for youand your little-ones” In this
way he: Hammwﬁmm Emb.r, wmmwﬁm‘ .WS&%, to
EHE. . P .

g omnﬁrhmw hnmﬁbﬁ\m n:m Umﬁr

22 mo Joseph remainedin Bgypt, he and ?m fa-
ther’s household; and womamr lived-one huns
&,m& ten years. u&o%ﬁw AW mwwHEEm chil:

maﬁumm agent of:events: 50:19-20 Hommww,w comimand
to his-brothers to not be afraid is' given twice. (vv.-19,
21) surrounding his explandtion of God’s Emu Am [
in the place of Qnmu mnwo% Jacob's angry retort te Ré-
chel in 30.2, but now ina comnp ,cuﬁméﬁm. You i in-
tended todb harnr (lit, “evil”), God intended it .maw moon,.q
a pointed antithesis in which there is 2 cléar sensethat
God's intentions shaped their inteptions (cf. 20.5-6)
and hence the brathérs are monwah But the brothers’
fear is not entirely unfounded, for they ought to be re-
sponsible. in some fashion, for-their intentiops. This
moral @HoEmS lingers in the bs n#ouoﬁbm of this en-
counter. 50.22-26 The description of Josepls final
days and death ‘echives’ the lergthier moﬂ.nnmﬁp of
Jacob’s last days. Like his'father; e lives 2 Tong and fall
life, on his deathbed foretells Israel’s futiire, and is em-
balmed in Egypt, with :an-oath to be buried in-the
mqondmm@ tand: V. 22-is from the P source, znd the rest
is mnomu the E sogrce, 50,2223 The P statement of Jo-
in mmﬁ% and life span echoes the sim-
ilar mﬁﬂnaeﬁ for, Hmnov mﬁoH to his death AG‘ mw S
These statemenits COMmprEss 4 ‘considerable passi e’ of
time intc a Brief text. V. 23 (E} sirilarly-describes ol
mmm&m lotig and full dife, bult does.so with the famiflial
image. of Joseph seeing his great- grandchildren by

.Osﬁx Q.Hamﬁ

dren-of the third gereration;-the childs
Machir son of ggmwmnw were &mo GOHH o)
seph'sknees. .-..: . : :

24 Then Joseph. mm.& o Em vwo\&mumv
aboirt to die; but Godwill surelycome:to
and bring you up out-of this land to. the
that he swore-t0 Abraham, to Isaac, and
Hmnow ?2580:Joseph made:the Israelites sw
saying; “WhenGod comes-to-you, you'§
carry up my:bones from here” 26And Josepi
died, being one hundred ten years old; h
mgvmg& and placed i ina: coffif in: mmﬁu

both sons. This familial image highlights the | E_m_
tdince and blessing 'of ‘offspring, énding Génesls wh
an image -of the; ancestral ‘promise iri: full bl
mc.mm Like his mmauQ, Joseph. foresees  the | mEE.n o
eve of his death, He foretells .Oomw@mﬂ in the es
and'thie return to the promised land, birt makes
mention of the enslaverhent i Egypt; This provi
transition 1o tHe book 6f Exodus, withont revealin
his brothersthe dangersto come: Heb 11.22 ¢it
epispde a5 an-exanipleof faith,.50.25 The'oa
carry Joseph's.bones is fulfilled i: Ex 13.19 and
mgg buried in
Josk 24.32. J5seph’s last Hm@ﬁm& thus, Hooww forw
the éxodus and the refurs to Omummu 50,26 Th
ond tneition of Hommwrvm life" span- (here from mu
oes the statement:in v.-22 {P), creating ai mmﬁ_%
structiire around Joseph’s déath. His-embalming
ogs Jacob's (50.2-3),but helacks the lengthy peri
mourning, the journey, and . the burial. These,
the fulfillment of his @Bwrmnw of exodus and
_Ed:v, the sainé Sou.m tased for thi
of the @ veriarit {¢.g., Bx' 35.16), perhaps a brief
sion ta atiother key d5pect 'of the exodus-Sin
T Bgyptan mm; Eumm wmgmmu Em _uoowm om Gen
and Exodus. v

E:H .noimi

NAME EXODUS,: bmw?mw Eﬂoz mwmmﬁ Hmmﬁ.m to'the m..nmﬁ ofi Em oo nmEH& nAtrative-events
e:book—the Eumnmﬂou of the Israelites from. mmﬁummm. ‘bondige-(chs. 1-15). The ether
the Liord’s oo<msm§-woam5m revelation to: Israel at Ecﬁn Sinai. ﬁnwm. lew& and the
and ffistructions that ensue from it complete the book.. . S ;-

- book’s Hebrew: niare,. “Theseare m.a names; > derives on the mh# 29,% om Qm text’s
pgue (1:1=7), which ‘harks back.to and abridges: the genedlogy in:Gen' 46:8~27: In-ohe
Bxodus directly continues the story-of Tacob’s clan i in Bgypt (Gen 37-50). The Lordds said
scue Israel on account of His covenant with its ancestors (2.24; cf. 376,15~ 165 4.5; 6 2-4):
andther sense; Exodus s a distinct bopk, , relatitig: the. story:of Iszael’s: formation 52 people
ts. covenant with’ Oom. ﬂum second:part of the. %BQ is'dependent on: the first: byrédeem-
e Fsraclite slaves mBB mmﬁur thediord earns the right to.“englave? them to. wnsmoﬁ {(Lev
mmv&% vE&sm EmB to-the noﬁwwmuﬁ ogmmmobm.

ANT LAW mequ %Emu?emnm or: E&am&% m.‘oua &E mEmH gvent E&ﬂmm .% mdst-of
ollows Exodus’is the Pentatéuch: Moses hasthe: péople.recomimit thernselves o the cov=
“before Wm/&mm...%mﬁ N@$wou"uh the next genératioh thelsraclites twice reaffirm the cov:
t(Josh 45, 24), an act.that wille: ﬁégm&u\ H&umﬁmm only centuries later (2 Hﬂnmm 20-23)
gain after the w&uﬁoﬁma exile {Neh 8~ -10). ﬁwmnmmobﬁ for renéwing, or Hmmﬁozsmv the cov-
Eﬁm mmﬁ.sﬁwﬁ mxomsm ﬁmm moﬁoéﬁm Eo moaau n&m En&nﬁ ?& m& :

.umﬁﬁm aNTN ;28 Nm. 1 Hmamam. 21; wiSLm 6= WSN

wery. is Emmhﬁ to Eﬂ&mﬂ%mﬁg for Eﬁ.n ﬁ.

ﬁmﬁwamm Uwﬁ wo Hm 15: Hm Hm HN Nm 22; and see Jer 34. pmlfc
83




Ex0oDnUs Imtroduction

Moreover, the rescue of Istael from Egypt serves as-a paradigm of divine saving power, withit es,:for
the Torah (e.g., Lev 26.24—25; Num 23.22; 24.8; Déut 6:21-22; 20.1: 26.8) as well as amonig th =d;
prophets (e.g, Isa 11.16; 51.10; Jer 16.14~15; 23.7-8; 32.20--21; Am 2.10; 9.7; Mic 6.4; 7.15;, 8@&
also Dan 9.15) and psalmists (e.g., Pss 77; 78; 81; 105; 106; 136). God is repeatedly implored t
arise and save Israel from its present distress as God had in the past, in the exodus: Future're
demptions of Israel may be goHomHnmE concetved as reiterations of the exodus, as the founda Teard dise ; I .

” ‘ . .mme %E&. dm..&.m_m&pmvow._\ H.wmﬁ.éwﬂa

tional narrative of the Torahs ﬂ.mbmmogp d m.‘onu; odw.ka 0 a recurring one {or Eﬁu
e.g., Isa 51.10-11). Nevertheless, evep. as the! ﬁommm\B&v rie asmiyth, it does not lose its his
torical character. Unlike the Sinai revelation, the exodus event functions in the Bible as a poin
of chronological reference ha.m;.ZF.B 1.1; 9.1; Deut 9.7; Judg 19.30; 1 Sam 8.8; 2 Sam 7.

f BX Oiplu s 111219

and the othet Pualf; 16¥When yowact:as mid-
wivesiothe mmgm%éoﬁmﬁ and:ses muna ‘on,
the birthstoold
a girl; sheshall rﬁw, 7Btitheimidwives mmmﬁ&
God;.they did mot: do-as thé: king ‘of Egpt
commandéd thetnybut-thiey let-the boys live.
1854 thre king of Egypt summoned. the mid-
wives and said to them, sﬁ&% have you .moﬂm

haraoh “Becanse 'thé Hebrew
womern arémotlike the Egyptian:women; for

1 Kings 6.1; 8.16; 2 Kings 21.15; Jer 7.25).

sion of mmnmma ﬁwmn Hbu.omnnﬂosu ..25 mﬁcﬂw of

Historical Context m&hm wom.Emwou Bﬁozoﬁ Sirl m@ﬂ; m&.@._m the

THE PRESENT TEXI SEEMS TO INCORPORATE & variety of onice independent sources (e.g., 4.2+
26; 15.1~18; 20.2—17; chs.-21-23). The narratives of complaint &mmbm the wilderness tx
(15.22-17.7) overlap with stories in Numbers; the plagues narrative .ﬁnr R ANTy _mhm"mmmmo.q,
passage-(¢hv12) inanifest-the kindsof iduplication-and dissonanceithat:suggest.the:presence
different traditions. Details of the.narrativesoften conflict; or make: little Serise;-for-exampl
though-the Tsraelites.are saidteliveiapartin Gashen: mw,m 1 Gen 47,165 Fx8:22:19:26); theysbo
row valuable objects from their Egyptiaix neighbors(3:21222):and the Bord: must pass:over Iy
raelitehornes to strike Egyptian: Ea&o&&% inthe tenth plague{12:1218): Comparison.ofEx:
odus: with -folklore ‘and myfth: suggests+the -story-is alréady thesstuffrof legend.: Historic
reconstructioniis dccetdingly obstrtcted _u% acenfiiries-long process-of Emmﬁﬂ mogmaeb&um
can Kardlybe rettaceds - 2 it & : :
~eNevertheless: the sojonrnrof Tsraelites inBgypt; plagues;aiid: crossing, the sea mbm Smmmwumm
arestraditions on-which diversesbiblical moﬁammﬁEﬁao and outside e Torah-agree: Extern
considerationslead:manysto place thehistorical; extordds-iri the lafe thirfeentli centuryboE dur
ing the long reign of Rameses II, when Hdmmvﬂ.m ofWestern Seinites areskpésvrito Hidve inhab
jted the Nile Delta and when conflicts with foreign labor are reported. But there is no archa
logical record of the exodus in Egypt, and historical references in mxomam”_nmammwrﬂﬂﬁmcav
problematics On: therother hand;rarveldtively: darge mumber :of Egyptian personal names ar
found within-thestribie 6f levi-fe.gi; MoscspAaron, Mitiam; Merarl, Putiél, Phinghas; Hophi)
.H.&.ﬁd mm ﬁmwmmOHQm. vmmm.aa msﬁﬂwmw ?m& Bpnmmﬁoﬂmémm&gm wam&nwy,mnm%magmw@ thoseas

; cw_uﬁmu Difiah ; Rmmn*mo 21, m& <is, like other
en, orpitted insthis enumeration. 2.5 Born, to
) it “corning out of ) Fno_u m.:mF which was im-
od {Gen 32.26, 32). Seventy, counting ou@ facob’s
~and grandsons; 4 very cloge! approximation:
oseph’s death and mummification condhtde Gepet
eneration; tie wft of patriarchal periodization;
on12:40. 157 Traelites, lit:"the'sons-of Istael?
butd ‘herd H,wmmﬂ_.h Abithe! n_u&&.m.ﬁ omamam&s

cfit mmﬁm ; ,noubc‘mmwiua ﬁHoE.mnmﬁob.om ani-
g Geni 2% §.17;.Bk 8.3).Taradl's s.populonst

.miidwives tetalls"such
doonarch.orders:a set-

tan foreignets; hitdidmot-know mhight théan
ot S«m mvoﬁﬂ Ewmrmm&pn mnvamﬁimwv Gﬁmsm-

Hmnw%nmmﬁw .um.&&& nr;neﬁnmmﬂo m:..m Epw Fum.w

who came;to hmﬁﬁ 59 _Hmno? mmnup 39
nwmw&m ZRe vmuv Simi oF Hnﬁv mﬂa ,

& total’ ...,Hoaw ‘e Tstaelite pabpleare mhoTe hith
nuriber. of @moﬁm -bornito:Jacoliivas seyenty..: . ous and miore-powerful thanswe. EOeE&
Joseph; was already-in Egypt. §Then, Joseph .. us, ma& %RS&% with: them,: 1ax; %3; il 3
died, mmm all his _uaoﬁrﬂ.mu and that whole gen- srease ¢ ‘and, in %om event of war, Join our ene
ération; 7Biit the Hm aclited were friatful and’ “miiés ahd Hahe against us 4iid escapé @o‘B‘
prolific; they it rmmﬁm& mﬂﬁb ﬂaammﬁm:w LaRd? A PTherdfore ‘thej st thskimastérs  ov

“thiefrito.oppréss thet writh-foreédlabor. Thi

mayresent Egypt's.debirteJoseph: Join, théisare
hrew verl - ?8&0 ds the mame Joseph {jiosef). Es-
Lit. “gd dp moteaptlyveferring 1o:taking dontro]
mgover”). ‘,B,&mn "thén''léavihg, Détters - fom
pypt'sdgenits i Canaan to-pharaohs of. the four:

* refer to the king of Bgypt as though it werk a proper

teenth century Bekat el=Aimarnacomplainoflandless
EE,‘F _oEEmumoH.nmm with rebellidus towns. Scholais

voumwmahmmﬁ 15:13};andiof, mmwm% afflicrion of Hagar
on..aw 16, 9 % pC @%ng mgg%&‘ ,m.wxua. amommm

hiraoh BEyptan Per ) mm&ﬂmﬂéﬁé&”&

mame: il Theyweredppressed; it Sthey (hamely, the

'Egyptidns)iopprassedhim: (namdly; the Iszaclite pec-

pled;” emphasizing-theBgyptiand role. Fhe.more they
multiplied, The Heébiew, ken: yirbehs miocks the phar=
dolyswords in wi10; pén yitbeh; or(¥lest?) they will-in-
crease: Spread, the'safe Habrew werbirendered- “grew
... rich” in Gen 30.43; Jsrael’s proliferation: ini the face
of Pharaok’s measures echoks Jacob’s increa¥e despite
Labal’s: schernie: Thie-Hebrew verb,-whith means lit.
“to explodelsounds liké-a contractionyof were fruiitful
and prolifit’ (v 7)y:an-ironic revérsal:of.the pharach’s
planite coritain Hebrawreprédiction:. Came fo drend.
Cf. Num-22.3 , i
miade the:Isracltesiwork-to: thepoint of collapse” a
practice-explicitly forbidden. in-Lev: 2543, 46; thisis
Hmwmmﬂ&,5< 14,114 .“S.amm : bitter: Seé 12.8. Mortar,
morelikely “bitumen” ‘another text tradition; the
Hebréw wordsrare mﬁmmn@. thessammiebut vocalized dif-
ferently(cfrGen A1:3)uField labor:indiiding-digging
irrigation:canals:(see-Deut £1:10). 105 Hebrew imnid:
wives: Despite theSemitic names:of the thidwives;the
Hebrew mayberinterpréted-as: foidwives' ofthe He-
bretws,” d.e.- Egyptian women- serving. the. Isfaclites,
‘Unlike-the plaraok; these hefoic-wamel are amed.
1516 Birthstool, o distinctively BgyptianidevicerIn.an+
cient Israél ethni¢ity was:patrilieal; so-that elidinat-
ing-themdlesisuffices to'wipeioutithe people..l. 172 For
the motif of-a Gentile acknowledging Tsrael s God; see
18:1 1227 Gen 1438520 Num, 24.1; Josh 2:10-11;
2 Kihgs 515 Jorr:1:161 The midwives brecedeiboth Ts-
rael andi Egyptin vecoghizing Israel$ natiodal God ds
the true ones 119 :Wigarous, lit flively” probably




EXODUS:
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- Ss_nﬁanmmm
‘of Etham

Rephiding®

. MIDIAN
. m...%r.__..m__.w ’ '

" ?dwﬁon&. Mt mmiwe

band aiid 5 i ersblexn’ G jour forchéad s
that by, mﬂmﬁmﬁw oa wmwm ﬁvm H..OHG g.osmwﬂ 115

,;%E?. &...&&.&mﬁx )
17 Whe ﬁrmumow let Em ﬁmowmm “euoU God &a

God led the'people by the roundabout why of
the SHH%E@% toward the Red Seéd.” The Hmam-
elites went tp. omﬁ of the’ Hmnm.
pared.f for battle. 19And Moses
the bones ..of - How%r who had- R@Enmm -4

will, mcaaw Eﬁ ﬂoﬁnm of %oF E& %mﬁ %oc.
must’ cariy-ray-benes with-you fromi here?
modp% ‘set out from S mﬁnnc&p and nﬁﬁwmm at

Logp went in ‘front of them in a, @EB‘ of
cloud Ew ¥, to lead: ;&ﬁﬂ &oﬂm the 'way, and
in 4 piliar.of; fire by night, to give them light,

so-that:they might travel by day'and'by. night.
2Neithex-the - pillat:of cloud:by m&{ nor the
pillar of fire by EmH Hmm ;m Emna - w.oa om
the vmoﬁm - . :

a O_... as a&.o»&mnﬁ_gﬁm of Em_u. uncertain - -5 Or Séa of Regds

107

Qo&Sm :R.W& mnn

Hrma the Lorp said to- Eo%w. Mﬂmu 9&
5 Israelités to. turn:back:and - camp-in
m.oﬂ of Pi-hahiroth, between: Migdol and the
sea; in-front.of Baal-zeplion; you shall camp
oppesiteit, by the-sea: 3 Pharaoh'ill say of the
Israelites, “They. ate Smummﬁhm.ﬁg.ﬂmmmq in
the. Jand; . the ‘wilderhess' has dlosed..in.on
thiem.” #{:will harden Pharaoh’s: heart, and he
will pursue them, so that I will gain glory for
myself over Pharaoh and-all his army; and the
Egyptians. meu Hﬁoé that H am the HoEu E:w
ﬂrﬂw did so:. ,

15 When Qm Hchq em mmﬁ; was ﬁoE Emﬁ Ea
people had fled, the tainds of Pharach and his
ommnﬁm_éma@hrmwmm@ toward thie people; and
they: said; “What have: we. done, lettinig Israel
leave our service?” §So.he had-his chariot
made ready, and took his army with him; 7He
took six Hunidred picked: chariots and ‘all -the
other chariots of Egypt with ommnoa over m_b om

CEXODUS - 14.1-13

them. #The Lokp hardened the heart of Phar-
aoh king of Egyptand He puisued the Jsraei-
ites; who' were going. out.boldly. 9The. Egyp-
tians pursued them, all Phiraéh’s horses and
chariots, his chariot drivers.and his.army; they
overtook them-camped by the sea, E\.wm&mg-
uomp ‘in front-of Baal-zephon. - oy

- 10-As - Phardoh: drew hear; the .Hmwm&nmm
Hoow& ‘back; and: there were the Egyptians ad-
vancing on them. In- great fear the Israelites
cried out to the.Lorp. M They. saidt to Moses,
“Was it because there were no graves-in-Egypt
that you have taken'us away to diein'the wilder-
ness?, What ‘have you.done.to us,.bringing us
out of Egypt? 12Is this not the Verything we told
you in Egypt, ‘Let-us-alone and let us serve the
Egyptians’? For itwouldhave been batter for us
to serve the Egyptiansthan £6.die in the wilder-
ness?” 13But Moses said t¢-the'people; “Do not
beafraid,. stand-firm;-and see:the deliverance.
that the Lorp-will accomplish for you: today;
forthe m%ﬁmbm wHom %os mmnaomm% wod &wmh

318 .m.cmd\ Sn‘m of {he HuE.m anials Ammm v. '13).
13{16 Briiblen, o ‘pendant ot headband, interprated in
Juddistm as phiylactéeries; see niote 6n 1391317 Philis-
tines, apparentiy anachronistic; the: Philistines would
only have beglin to settle the coast of Canaan at m.&
time of the exodus; yet a Philistine _presence there is
taken for mwmhﬂmm (see 15.14; of Gen 21. 34 wm 1).
Thought, Tit. “said”; the apprehension mwnﬂmw»am
141011 Ghange their minds; or."repent? a pun in
Hebrew on lead: them. From a historical perspective,
thé northern: route: out of Bgypt was heavily. fortified
and theréfore impissable. 13.18 Led.. ... roundabouit,
lit:#bad go-aroiind™ (Hebiew: wayyasev) plays on “Sea
of Reeds”: (yam suf);:see note-on:10.19--Prepared for
battle, or-“armed”:(Tudg 7.11). 13:19: See. Gen 50.25.
15:20 Succoth. Se¢note on12.37, whose narrativé iste-
sumed. fiere. Etham. The site is uncertain; Nummn 33.8
places the. Etham wildetness on the'far side. of the
water Israel will cross;. see 14.2,713:21 The Lord, de-
picted-as azstorm god (see chs. 15, 19), radiates;light
fromwithin a coyer of: &oz& {cf. Ps.18.9—13). Thetwo
pillars:are one (seetl4.24): by day otily the doud is vis-
M&H@ by-night only the light; of 24. 15-17;40.34-38. -
" 14:1~-31 Following thepattern of -contrasts devej-
opéd through: the. plagues-{see note on. 8:22); Tsrael,
whase:sons had been marked for drowning by Phar-
aoh.(1.22),4s kept alive on dry.larid as.Egypt is dealta
dearh blow:in the: water (vv;, 27-50). 142 Tirn back.-
Although the Israclites seem to have reached beyond
the sea (see:13:20), they are instructed;to dovhle back
in-order to-baitand: entrap thie Bgyptians. Pi-hahiroth;
possibly a temple site in theregion of Succoth (13.20).
Migdol: “Tower” in Hébrew, probably a fortification
against Assyria:north: of the- Bitter Tiakes built in the
severith century 5oE {of Jér 44.1). If: Bagl-zephon is the

Zétis O, nm.ﬂmu%wm thiaé juts into Talke mmﬁw.ﬁ:zmv the
bther sites too” dre [cated ‘Along 'the riorthern Sinai
toast;and Lake Satbonisis the sed: Baal is-the Ganaan-
ite stortr god; ¢ *Zaphon™is known-as his home on the
north ; - Syrian - coast;  probably . Mount' Casius,
14.3 Q&m& an, .or. “enclosed”. {cf. Josh 6.1).
4.4 Harden, “stiffes” {see note om 4. 21),a mqowW link
with the plagiles narratives. Gain glory for myself, Jit,
“prove hedvy”; see.v. 18; note on4 10, Know, See note
on.5:2; of, also Joshre.24.14.5 The people-: . . fled, as.if
Egypt had not pressed them to leave (12.31=33); or.it
bas dawned on the Egyptiansthatthe Israelites. hadleft
for more thanthiree. days (5.3). 14.6:He had . .. vmade
ready; lit: *he (himself) harnessed”; see also.note-on
14.25: g&ﬂ “people” (cf. Nupy 21.23);Pharach
usters his “people”. 10 head: off the fleeing Hebrew
wmo.uﬂm (v 5). With hin, Hebrew.! timmao; awordplay.on
“his people (*amino) 14.7 Officers, not the. o.mmnsw of
¥ 5 but military captains. [4:8 Hardened. Seew. 4
Boldly, Iit. “with -hand ¢held) high,™: defiantly: ﬁZE
15.30); see Num 33.3. 14.9 In the Hébreyw all Pharaok’s
horses ; ~iarmy s placed awlowardly following éamped
by the seq; simnilar phrases read mEooﬁE%E w23 0n
the -anachronistic use -of - nmdm_da see:note.on | 15.1.
14.10:Pharaoh.. The king is i focus even though the
entire army isin pursuit; cf. v. 6. There iwere, “here: ...
seeinote on 2.6. Advancing In the Hebrew thewerb is
singular, :sugpesting that. the; Egypfien army.is per-
ceived.asa.single hiorde. I great fear Cf Mosas’ reply
in+v. 3. Cried.out fo the Lorp. Cf..2.23, where the
prayer isundirected, and 5:15; where appeal ismade to
Phataoh!"14:13-12:Egypt is used five times: in’ two
verses. 14:11:CE. Num. 1118205, 1424, 14:12 . The
very thing, Tiot exactly; see 5.20-21. 14.13 Deliveranice,
inHebrew.cognate tor came to their defense-in 27 and




BEXx0.DU s 14:14-30

never seeiagain. 4 The Tiorp will- mmﬁ moiwo.ﬁ
mﬁ&aﬁ &mﬁw only-to wﬁ% still” .

%oﬂ Crylott td: E% Tellithe Hmwm&%m to go for-
ward:16But youlift up your staff, and stretch
outyourhand:overthe sea and divide:it; that
the Israelites may::go-into’itheiseat-on «dry
ground. 17Phen Iwill harderitheHearts of the
Egyptiansse' thit-they -wilk: gotinafter them;
andzso-T will gain glory for mysélfrover Phar-
aohrarid allhits army, His-chariots, andhis chars
iotdrivers»18And the Egyptians: shall: know
that: vami the Trorpywhen: Fhave gained glory
for méyself-over Pharach; his chaftiots)anid: Em
chariot drive
19:Theangel. of Godiwhowis moﬁm wmwoww
.ﬂ.ﬁ fisraelite: army midved~andvwént behind
themyand the pillar
front'of themranditoek its:placeBehind them:
. XTtcamie between thewarmy o Egypt-and:the
armyi of Tsrael: idndssothe: doud: was: thiefe
with the darkmess,;and it lit-up-the night; one
did not come near the other all Emwﬁ P

saved 1 14:30 it anticipates15.2, where it is rendere
salyation. Neversee agaii tchoes 1022829, 1414 Wil

fighting-on-Israél’sbehdlf (see Daiit:1:30;
developed. in: Joshua:(10.14,.42;:23
presupposed that, beside responding: to-the: m»om&mm
cornplaint (vv. 13++1.4), Mosés.appealed to theLoxd -as.
5..‘m,nu.mlmm.,.rm.h.ua mﬂn‘%. mmn..bwﬂ.m ouk.m..m., HS.. NEn._

cuty’through the primeval-séa monstér {Isa’51.
2&13)5 Tsa51: 104t Fack cortiparés therexodus £6-cre
ationsThematire miythin-which the Lord.cleaves.the
hostile seamorister;a talesharedwith other Near East=
erti ' culturés; 15 here  transforrned -info arhistoriail
drapty in Which'theL:ord divides'an fianinmate seiiand
slays his-efremiesinits Dry ground,an allusion toaver-
sionofithecreativmaiyth in'which thé Lord deesup
the primevel . seai(Py: 74:.13—155 [sa150.2;°51.10;-Nah
1:4); 14,17 Gain glory: Seendteion:ld4: 14, _wxwzwm_wm
divine:maniféstation inythe clbud and fir; the Lozp in
% 2y seeHioteion Fuddrriy; i fcdmphé
28, MN» 14.20: I8 1, #tzapparentliithe angel: The: divifis
Pprésence, glowing withinthe clowd;blocks theloncom-
ing Egyptiansised nidte onil3:21; cfi Joskr24.7. Onei7s

the.dthér, the Israslitesind Egyptian icamps: 14,2 See

eficdoudimoved: from in .

- followed them inte the sea;

“Jonger weiledvb tlotid, “pinits? tHe-Egyptian

their right and on Emﬁ left. 2The Egyptian:
pursued, and weit §nto the sed ‘after them,
of Phiraohls horses;ichariots, andchiarict di
vers. 24 At the morningiwatch the Torp ix'the
pillarof fiteand clowd:locked:down upotthe
Egyptiar army; and:threvisthe Bgyptian arm
into panici25Heclogged® their chariot whegl:
mo ,&@ﬂ Saw guma;amp &mmnE@ H.wm m%

gyptiansyiandIsrael: saw the: mmﬁudmsm
n:the seashove. 31srael saw: the'great
thattheors did against'the Bgyptians.
the wmoﬁm mm&.& the hoEu and:believedrin

SE,mque the: Hawuw%on hé Wmm
triumphed gloriously;
hevseiand rider he'has throwmni
sed.
he Lorpis my-strengthiandimy might,
”mmm he rmm become my mm?mnosu

jot Arivers; the'entiré ary of Phataoh that
not one of them:
f Em. Hmuma:ﬁm walked,

Hﬁmmmﬁosnﬁu Lit, :mgﬂ.a referring wwﬂg@m

note on-14.16. Stiong mbmnmwﬂ.nm. iy strength :
oumnnm Em Lord ﬁmanmBmm.mﬁHm Belizveid: mma

mna§:&Amam.Hc¢meUd\§3m m%nmuwﬁoﬂ.& :

e sbng 0F Mses'proper;vv. 1b+18, .ﬁﬂﬁ
h,” archaic Hébtew varse mﬁmbmwd&w SINgG
Eo expresses’ Terdeld thhst: (14:3Ly+¢f.. Ps
Although thé.jong refers torthe svents: m&mﬁmm
it doesnot narrate thenyiti sequiente’andithe
tions: dorhotrentirelyrmatchy 151 Moses. ) See
21 Tsraglites. Sitce'the songis:formulated
1st-persbnsingulatyperhaps Mbsas' wEm.m alime
sraelitesrespandantiphonallys I wilksing; of
ing® The Hebrew rendéréditrivmphed: glari:
ed elsewhiére of tesea’s excreséente:(e. gt RS
1dof hurmah arzogancerfe.gij Isa2:12); thie basic
to'behight a polar contrast-to.the Egyptians
110). Horses Egyptian‘reliefsand paintings of
te' second. millenninm-poe-thow hotses: pulling
vﬁ not: ‘amﬁmw widden: zm&rn& Rﬁw of the

Gen'7.22; Josh 3:17 3 t
info the sento theiverse’s end: 14124 TheTorr: Seen
on 14.19: Looked idown: The Tord’s radidntzfa

the énemy: 141257 Clogged; lit.""removed” ort¥tur
aside? Greel arid gther idanuscript trdditionsize
+he ,U.oﬂum.: mu.p.m E..&m_.m En Lord: E&.aoﬂ ﬂﬁﬂ

mw.

14.27 Notmul depthyli gaﬂﬁgﬁvb__mgsna
word, lit. “Bgypt;”which ocours twice fnid-verse;
closed bysea, twice beforeand onteiafteras the
tians are@nveldped: by the water:14:28 Now oie., &5
tmuined, an! echo-ofithe plagues:(see-notéionl
14.29-Walked; The Hébréwsyntak iiay berbette
derstood-a¢ “had-walked™; see i 225whose:écho
{rafnies tHe episode of drowning; the:frame Fm,_m_u.._m
Tsrael$sabvation: #430:Saved:iSet note.on: 141

the m@%ﬁaﬁ

with: the Tord’s iiarvelois ¥hand) rendered-wer]

EXopvEi 14311512
%oE. right: rmba 0 Lorp, mwNnma& the

Ini mﬁ,mummﬁnmmm of; %oﬁ H&%Q YOUu.
overthrew your adversaries;
%os $ent-out youur. fury; it SEEumm
- thremnltke: stubble: -
At mbm blast of %oﬁ uoﬁumw the Smﬁm_.w
Fpiled up, - ,
thedloods:stoad ﬁﬂ imaheapy:
“the &mm@w congealediin Em heartof the -

sea.

s ﬂpm ermenty said, Twill HUE,EP ,SE.\
Lo e sovertakey “

H will divide the m@oF E% desire meu
hrave its fill ofthem:
H S& draw rnysword;:
" destroy them?- F
10 ::¥ou blewwith: your wir ﬁrm 1sea'covered
fiss s thierny
.Em% sank like Ham&_E Em EHmew
rwaters.

méﬁo&m lile yow; O Lorp;amongthe gods?
 Who is like youi; miajesticintholiness,
-awesoriedn splendor,doing Sobmmwmm !
! Youstretched:oitt yourrighthand;:

the earth swallowed ther.

‘y

‘typicalofia storin god
mm mem Znim. mmn 3. er

Hm.q 3&&? an: H.Hm_uamz nomumﬁgo #%Ewwm& ;
The first: n_m_.sm of thi¢ 45&03”3 &w m.Eﬁ HE the

Bﬁ.m oE, S:nmmmm:ﬂ@é Z E)UJH Pmﬁﬁnﬁmm

mm 21; @nﬁ 1.4 Emammmmmoﬁmm amo
brewrterm: from/that-translated &aq&_ﬁ ¥ 5/ In He~
brew this-clause allitérates: Hemp; wsed: nearlyalwaysof
wateryicf, wall in:14.22; 29- Emﬁa rendered floods in. v.

5. The.seds orf8¢a dnamerof the Cahaarijte Sea god;
see noteonn14:16: : The'first fiveHebréw words
(through w@m&.‘gﬁaﬁmﬁ%@ﬂ&ﬁ it fdispossess, R
intention mnﬁommumdwmommm withitire Dord’s:{see ¥. 171
15:107Blew, ‘o rare; .qmnw An H.Hogmé m&%& different
H.mm@m% yerh iy

nomsm\nm_g m&:aﬁkﬁ . 60 E5. 1L The secorid-praise in
direct-addfess; also. a fstéitcase” parallelisni {seesnote
o1 15.7)/ Gads: 'See-noté:oni12:12;y ofr2:$am 7:22—23:
Ps 86:8-110] Mujestic, Hmwaﬂmmm?noﬁﬁ i Spetit




EXODius 151324 -

1 “In yout steadfast lave youled the people - chariots and: his chariot drivers went: Sﬁo.ﬁwm

whom you redeemed; -
Qec guided them by yourstrength:to
- your holy aboderi:. .
14 The @moﬂmm heard, they ﬁmazma -
: Humumm seized thie E.g_unwnﬁ om
. ‘Philistia... . - .
15 ﬂug the chiefs of Edom were: &wﬁmﬁm
HHmEEEm seized the leaders-of Moab;
.all the inhabitants.of: Omdmmﬂ melted
-away.
16 Terroriand-dread-fell-upon EQ.P .

_uwN the might of your: E_HP EQ @mnmEm
v - tostillas astone -
until your peoplé; O Lorps ﬁmmmnm by,

cuntil.the ﬁmoﬁnéroﬁ %Oﬁ mnﬁﬁwam

passed by. - .
17 - You brought thém in: ﬁ& Emﬁﬁm thém -
on the mountain of your own
© . i POSSESSEOR,. o b

the place, O Lorb, that uwosqumm your
abode, =
i maa sanctuary, O Lok, 93 %oﬁ\ hands
~ihave established. - .
N ﬁpw hoEu will reign: moH.mﬁH mum ever”

G gnﬁ “the 1horses; om Phatrach 59 Mdm

tion: muvmunﬁm coherence. In r&ﬁ&p or “among ﬂrw
holy cnes” (s6 too in Ps 68.17 and perhaps, 16.24),

15.12 Stretched. See note on 14.16. ?mm;amm mmmd 6.

Earth, probably connoting the fietherworld (e.g., Eccl
%215 ¥sa-14.12), whoseswallow (Num:16.32) is figura-
tive of burial;-¢f. I5a.5.14 and the vofacionsiappetite of
the Canaanite death god: Mot. (Hab '2.5).:15:13 The
song turns.to the Lotd’s guidancesof ksfael to its land,
using pastoral language: lzd, abode (lit:' *pasture’) dsin
Ps 23.2-3. Steadfast love, used of n.oﬁnmud& as well:as
personal devotion: Redeemed. See niote on 6.6. Strength
recells v::2; lending coherence. Abdde, in FHebrew: cog-
nate to exalt {v: 2}, the dand:of Israel (see v. 17)..15.14~
16 Ariachronistic anticipatiori of the reaction in the
€ast to-the-news. of Egyptsdestruétion; cf, 18.1; Josh
2:9-11; but seemiote'on’15.15:15:14 Philistin- See note
on13:17.:15.15 Thé widespread dread suggested here
{eff Josh 9:9+-10) is; contradicted by thé succeeding
narrative; neither the Edomites (Niim:20.14+21); the
southern Canaapites (Ntim:21:1); nor ‘the Amorites
(Num-21:21--23) gredntirrddated by Iskael; Moabcon
spires with: Midian-to"deféat: Iirael: by rmagic (Num.
22:.2+7). The ‘ﬂmnnﬁuowom% chigfs, lit.“bulls? and Jead-
ers; lit s reflects: anclent : Canaanite (usage.
15.16 Ps 105.38 attributes the same-dread to-the’post-
plégue Egyptians: As a stone. The similels-repetition
(seev. 5) linksthe second. part of the séng with-the
first. The; Israelites passe: by the peoples;situated en
route to Canaati-(cf., Deut 29.16 ) Acguired.“Created”
1§ ‘more Tkeeping with-drchaic usage (eg., Gén 14.19,
22; Deut 32.6; Pss74.2; 78:54; 139.13; Provi8.22).

110
plained against Moses; saying, “What shall we
k?” 25 e -cried: but tosthe Lorp and: the
ORD ,&oé&. him a piece of wood;* hethrew
nto the water; and thewater became sweet.
Therethe Lorn® made:for them z statute
ad anordinance andthere b put them to the
t-26He said, “If you will Jisten carefully to
oice:of the Lorp your-God, and.do what
ght in his sight, and give heed to his corn=
andmentsand: ‘keep all his:statutes; Fwill not
Tifg uponyou.any:of:the :diseases: that I
brought- wupon the mmﬁunmﬁm, moa H am the

mmmu_ﬂwm Torp broughit back-the waters of.the
$ea .. BpoR them;. buti the: Hmwm&ﬁnm immﬁm
throughithe:sea on. &Q ground.. -

Hr.... ,mcnm a.w g:::.:

uo Then the- wwo_.urmm gﬁm? Aaron’s sister;
took a-tambourine fini. her-hand;-and 4l the
women went out after her with. Hmuﬁ_uomamm
and with - mmbnﬁm N{E& HSEB.D saiig to
them:
-..“Sing to Ea HowP mo_.. rn me nﬂngmm %
: &oﬁommaﬂ :
. horseand E&ow&m has. EHQ,H into me.

seal o

wﬁﬁ 3&@ .Sn% ms\n& L

22 ,E._mn Moses. o&ﬂ.& Hmam& to-set. out m.oa
the Red Sea,” and they-went into. the-wilde
ness of Shur. They went three days in the
wilderness and found no-water. 23Wheri ‘they
came to Marzh, they could net-drink the water
of Marah:because it-was bitter. That isiwhy:
wag called Marah.* 24And thé people com-

27 Then: theycame: to.. EEH .s&mmm %ﬂ.m
ere twelve:springs:of water and seventy wmﬁb
5 E.ﬁ Em% nmm%m& therelby: mﬁ water. -

wRE__, a:.:: Heay

HW@ whole nohmnammﬂom of! ﬂwm Tsriiel-
: ) :iteg set out-ffom Elims and: Israel came
to @5. wilderness: ‘of ‘Sin,-which 1s.between
Elinvarid:Sinai; on the fifteenth day ofithe sec-
‘month after theythad départed from the
dof Egypt.2Thewhole. congregation of the
Isvaclites non%wmﬁma “agdinst:'Moses “and
onrin the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to
em; “Tfonly weiliad: died: by the hand of the

a On,.wwn_o&m,n.m&‘ b

15.17 Mounigin of . ., possession, an E.auﬂn expression
teferring either msmnwu.oﬂman»:% to Koﬁ: Zionorty
hilly Canaan (e.g., Deut 3.25). Abode, not the same He;
‘brew word as that rendered abode in v 13 but cognate
to.established here. mn:ﬂzag the Jerusalein terple o
a. holy abode inigeneral {cf: Ps 78.54). When Jsrael
takes possession, the land becomes Israel’s holy (des
nated): place {Ps:114:2): 15.18 Proclaiming the. de
king is tustomary.in Near Bastern creation myths; cf;
eig., Deut33.5; P5.29:10.715:19 This verse recapitulates
and resumes the narrative in-14.27-29,. .- | 0 =
115:20-Prophet, Miriam,so: called only here; of. Numg
12.1+9; see Mic 6:4. Miridm. See note on-2.4. faros
sister.: See-note.on: 6.23;-shie. conspires with Aaren
Num :12s Tambourine: -Archaeological -finds depict
hand:drum without; _Hnmpnm_ Dancings:a;form of {riot
only-femiale), religious praise;: e:gy 32.19; Judg. 2121
2.8am 6.5; Pss 14931 150.4. 15.21-The vietory song
typically Belongs’ to. women. (see F&m 11.34;:1 Sam
18.6=7); Miriam and her cohort:mdy in-an eatlier tr
dition have initidted-the-song;- note the exkiortation
sirig in, contrast to ¥let mesing” in+. 1ybut in theip
sentwontext thewormen-answer, the men. 15:22-27 Iy
parallel episodes in Nuimbers, Israel is punishedfor
complainits- 15.22. Shur,- thesite of an-oasis (seé Gen
18.7); located hetweén the Negeb.and Egypt:{Gen
20.1). 15:23 Marah,,ofter idedtified with Hawwarah
the site of a bitter spring down the eastern coast'of the
Gulf of Suez. Alternatively, a_site: along the. hea
saline.Bitter Lakes. 15.24 Complained, the'key verb
virtuallyall the complaint episodes.15:25 Showed;’

fleshpots and ate ourfill of bread; for.you have
ought us:out into this'wildefness:to Eb mﬁm
whole assembly withhunger? -+
then the Lorp said to go%m, “Tam moEm

Em usage of “to insteuct” q.ﬁmmnwuv in Deut:33.10);
unhing onthe-soundalike “Mardh? 2nd-om'stature. -
ordinance; &Souﬁﬁm of the Hebrew nomdmﬁ?ﬁaﬂnrq
ction. Thé reference of statite: . ordinance is
uncigar; see"16.4. Hé' put. them. The Hebrew-has'thé
iguousheput hintothe test”; Israelmay bé test:
God's reliability-tod (cf. 17:2).25.26 Diseases, not
ssdrily the-plagues; Egypt-is-alst otherwise pors
yedias 2 diseased lanid (e.g., Deut 7:15). Heals; used
£ purifying Water in a'similar miracletale-(“made ..
wholésome” 1172 Kings 2:21~22); making the-analogy
:T'can cuire you as I cared the water-=if you obéy
5:27 Elimy.often identified with Wadi Gharandel,
of Hawwarah (see-note om: u.m Nmo nﬂpm H.oE.&

16:136 F-the- parailel: am:momn in Z:ﬂa t. Qom
mﬁ..nmm the ‘quails only after. the manme fiils-to-sufe
ce:16/1: The wholé... -t came, lit:"They set out from
and the whole congregationcame;” an frregilar.
t: on ‘the typical: travel- fortila (See- Nurh' 33).
ofuncertain'identification, similar. to-$inai. Sec-
mth: They have-traveled exactly oné month (see
718}, and: this is the seventh stop' (see*12.37%;

in the land omm@ﬂﬁ%vmn wesat 3 the-

ain bread: from heaven:for:yous E.E mmnr

EXODUS 15.25+16:12

day the people shall go:out and gather enough
for -that-day. 'In :that-way. L will test:therm,
whether they will: follow my instruction or
not. 50n‘the sixth. day iwhen: they- prepare
what they bring In, it will be twice-as much as
they.gather ‘on:other ‘days””: 650 Moses and
Adron said to-all the Israclites; “Tn the evening
you :shall- know that. it 'was. the Lord: who
brought you out of the land:of Bgypt, 7and in
the morhing you!shall-seé the glory: of :the
Lorp, because he has heard your complaining
against the Lorp.:For what.ate we, thati you
complain agaifist” ust?" 8And . Moses ‘said;
“When the LorD gives you meat to eatiin‘the
evening and your fill.of bread in the morning,
_umnwsmm the Lorp has heard the complaiming
that you utter against him—whit arewe? Your
SEEBHEwm isnot: mmﬁnﬂ us- WE mmﬁwmﬂ. .&a
Howb.u .

-9 Then ZSQ mmp% tos: Eo? amm.% 8 mﬁ
s&&m congregationcofsthe Israelites, ‘Draw
ngar.to the Logp; for he has, rmmﬂm\,w\oﬁ com¢
plaining? *10And as Aaronspoke

fo thewhole
congregation;of: the: Israelites; they looked:to-
ward thewilderness, anditheglory of the Lorp
appeared in the'cloud. 1 The Lorp spoke-to
Moses and:said;12“THave heard the.complain-

ing of the Israelités; say. to' them, At g&mﬁ
you shall eat:meat; and:in the ‘morning you
shall ‘have. your!fill- of bread;-then’ you _&umm
wboé %mﬁ H acr Em Howu %oE“ Qo&N RGO

_J

:22,23; 27} ani the third neEEEnn an
5 : 15:24). Departed; the theme word “exodus” {seé
note on 3.10); ¥6.2 Aaron, In 15.24 the people com-
plained against Modes alone.fn‘thewilderness, super-
fluous' information, * suggesting *perhaps  that’ the
wilderness is a factor:(see ¥.3}. 16.3 Cf: 14.11; Duom
20.3-5.:16.4 Raif: Cf:the hail the Eord “rained dows”
on-Bgypt (rendered. cause-. - 1 to. fallin, 9:18). Test Cf.
¥5.25-26;-Deut'8.16.: Instruction; . Hebrew - torak}: se¢
note-bn: 15.25, .mm.m%ﬁuﬁﬂ.ﬁ;&w sense.of “set agide’’
(523,205 Josh4.3) or “measure” (“ealeulate” v Deut
19.3) as in v. 18.{Bwice as mrich, so that one portion can
bé'saved for the sabbath, onwhich gathering i forbid:
den (Num 15.32-36); see vv.'22-30. 16.6—7 THereis
ho mention of quail; as in v.13, Krow: See noté 6n.5:2;
cfiv. 12: Glory thedivine aura (e.g;, vw10;24.1 6;33:18=
23;-40.34=35; -see notes.on-13.21; '14.24), lit: “heavi-
ness” {seé note on4.19). We, apiinusual Hebrew form,
repeated i v..8. 16.8 Meat, quail (v-13). Bread, manna
(%¥..13-15)."16.9 To the Lorp, lit: “before thé Torp,”
perhaps.an anachronistic reference to the tabérnacle;
of. 'vv.33-34. 1600 Cf. Nuiny 16:42, 16:12 " Biwikight
evokes Pagstver-(12.6). Know. See-v::6; note”om 5.2




EX0DiUis. 2209225, =

not.caught, the owmer, of thethouseshall be
brought before God;*todeterminewhether.or
not the .owner-had - laid - hands on themeigh-
borsgoods. . . .

9 In any casé of dispeited ownership involv-
ing: ox;donkey, sheep, «lothing, -or ‘ady other
loss, 6f which one-party:saysy S Thisis miney
thericase. of :bothr: parties shalliicome ibefore
Gods#sthe: onel whom :Géd. condermms® ghall
payidoublé totheother. .

< 10-Wheén:someone-deliverssto  another-a
dénkey; bz, isheép, ot ahy: other: animal.for
safekeeping;-and-it-dits-or'is injutred-or is cars
ried:off, without-anyone seeing.it}: 11an oath
before the LorD: shallidecide between: the two
of themythatithe onehas notlaidhands on the
property of the other; the owner shall.accept
the -oath,:antd=tio: restitution shall /be! made.
12But if it was stolen; restitution shall be made
to-its owner. 13H it was mangled by beasts;det
it be'broughtas evidence; restitution shall not
be made for the mangled remains. Wiswso
++ 14:When someone borrows ananimal from

booond eniFod

P el

another and itisinjired or.dies, thé:ownernot |

beingpresent;. full: restitition shall be:made:
mmH&. Em,@gmﬁ .E‘Nm @H.mmm.bﬁw.mmummm wmw. ..._u@h.u“@
tionsifit was hixed; only the hiridg fee is

i E sl b AR i
sils” Double, as ifi v 4. 22.8 Be brought, rathet “ap-
proach” God, an oracle (see note on 21.6). To deter-
niine, ‘Dot in the Hebrew;: rathery: the: householder
swears (the words rendered whethérior not-aré’an odth
formula) “he did not lay a hand .- ” Goeds, meaning
property-as inv. 11, notgoods-as inx. 7222:9:God. See
niote:on22.8; <f. 1:Kings. 8:31=32=Clnderins; -or.“dex
¢lares to be'inithe wrong” {dsin Deut:25.1): Doubléras
inv: 4. The Code.6f Haxnbourabi condemss the culprit
to death,22:19 Carried off! Cf.Job:1:14517:22.1% Be=
foré the Lorp, ot “{taking} the: Lorp’s.(name): (see
note-on:21.63;icf .1 Kings 2.43,, That, the:oath formuld
(see note 01i:22.8); takenby the safekeeper. No restity=
tion: shall. be midde, “{one). ddes ot pay’” restitution
plus finie (seew:9). 22,12 Restitution shall be- made; be:
causeithe:safekeeper’sinégligence, spelledioutin Hami-~
_murabi’s laws, is:assuined: 22.¥3 Ejidence:-Cf. 1-5am
17:34~35; Am 312, Restitution. ‘emaiiis, Tno Gen
31.38 Jacob-goes beyondithe law. 22,14 Angriimal, not
inthe Hebreiw; any borrowed property thay be-meant.
Injured; “broken,” réferring 1o an.animial or object:
22,15 If the:owner was present:iThe owméer tould:have
prevented-z miishap.as well as'the borrower: It the ob-
ject or afumdal: The Kiring fee is due becausé the rerter
paid for a:sound implement ot animal. 22.16°4 virgin;
a- yourig: wonan: Js. /ot -more pprecisely; thas . never
beend” Bridéiprice: CE Gen24712;14 Samg 18
22:29"specifies 50:shekels: €f: Dei

- cast agpeli singled ottperhaps for hetipdpularity (cf.

122 23
<them:261f you take your neighbor’s-cloak-in
-pawn,iyow shall:festore] it hefore: the sunigoes
‘dowi;-27for: it :may ‘be.your ineighber’s only
“clothing to use as.cover;in-what: else shall that
-person sleep? ‘And: if vouriréighbof criks dut
-tomegLwilblistény for T am corhpassiomate’::
28 You shallymot- revile. God;zorcurse a
leaderof yourpeople: e
#.29:Y0w: shall'notridelay: to. make:: offerinigs
fromthefullness of yourharvest anid-from the
utflow.of your presses.. « ' ¢

) ial,and Religious, Lay
16 Whenaiman seduces 'd virgin -who-is niot
engaged.ito:be married; and lies:withi hex; he
shrall-give the-bride-price forherand make hef
his wife. 17But if her father refuses to givesher
to him, he shall pay an amount equal to the
bride-priée forvirgins, ** 1
2; 18 Yowshallnot. permit-afe

male sorcerer 6

it ‘,,dﬁm&a&&@&@,om%oﬁ_moh.m”ﬁos_mré,mwﬁw_&
11220 Whioever-sacrifices.. to rany: god, : other me.-30¥ou shall :do-the: samie with: yoursoxen

‘and.with yous-sheep: sevehdaysrit ishall: re-
mainewithlits mother; on théeighth day y6i
shalli give it to.me: v b Lo

B3EYou shallsberpeople consecrated to mie;
therefére Fou:shalk-not.eat any. meat thit s
mangled by beasts in the field; you shall thiow

thdn the Loro alone; shall:be-devoted-ta-de~
structions. - o0 Yo

1:21. X0 shall-not wrong ‘or:oppressasres
dent-aliefs, for syourwere: dliens in-the land of
Egypt.2#You shallnotjabuse any:-widow ofi ¢+
phan?31f yow.do 2buseithem; when:they:cry
ot tdmep ] will surely-heed: their ery;i24my
wrath WAl burm, and  Ewill: Kilkyeu awith the

N w You shall not spread a false report. You
. _.shall not join hands with thewicked to
act as.a;malicious witness. ZYou shall not fol-
low a majority in wrongdoing; when you bear

25 If you lend money to my people;itotheé .
poor-among you;you:shall not-deal with them

2 EF e Teghl prHniciple’d
i} 22.5: 22:18-22 These Lo dre-formulatéd spodic. -
tically (you shall/shall not) like the Ten Command-
rhents.i22.28 Femuale sorcerer, from the Hebrew for o

seventli-century BeR-complains that = laborérs gar-
Inent was seized-formnsatisfactoryirork. 22:27 For
tover, lit. “for it15 His-orly tovering, itiis his cloak for
inZICE: Job22:6; 24,7, Compassivrate anticipates
L6 {rendered: grafiviss ithere)..22.28- Révils, rather
urse,” as in Lev.24:11-16;23; ££.1 Kings 21,13; Job
2:9510; 1183822 Léadei:See noteion: 16:22;, of 2 Sarn
5-13::Quoted in ACES 23.5:22:29.Offerings, added
anslation; infecred:- from isuch. passiges- a5 Num
11112, -26=30; Peut26.1515; the Fuxtaposition
th the-firsthorn. lawcsuggests-first fruits (23:19) are
Ineant, butrtithes (Num 18:21-32; Deut!14,22~29) to0
may: be .intended.: Fitsthoris. . See 'note. om 13:1=2;
22:30 Ofi-the eighthuday, followinga'seven-dajrpériod
overcoming the ritual pollution thaf-agcompanies
birth (Lev 12.2-3}jvske-Lev22:275 £ Ex- 2913537,
:31-Consecrated,-of twho! ateHoly as:in Lev 1922
similareofitextyMuangled: Seemotend 21:28 B
23.3-3 Laws: addressed..to- potential-: withesses:
False.' Cf:(and seenote.on) 20.16; Lev 19:16; Deut
0. Malicious.-:58¢ | Pss227.12; 73511, The.penalty
uld séem. tolbe.as:in Deut.145:18<1%(and-in: thé
de'of Haromurabi). 23,3 Partial: Se& Deut 16.19.7

1:8am: 28 Ezek'13.17=23);.for thespopularity: of:sor-
cery generally, see, e.g., 2 Kings 23.24; Isa 3:2--3:The :
Torah: aborminates any form  of: divirte tiahipildtion |
othier.tharve dirkct approach to the-Lordscf. Lev19:26;
31; 20L6, 275 Dient18.9-14.22.19 Cf. Tew 18.23{ 2015+
165, Deut 27:21::22.20 Dévoted to destruction, placed
undenban;see Deixt 13:12—~175 cfi Lev 27.28-29;:Josh
6:213: 7 Judg 21551 1; 1 Sam 15:1~9.- 2221 Cppiress:
See3.95Ch23.9, Alidns. SeeIntroduction.22.22 Abuse: ;
See 1:11-12::Orphan Protecting the“fatherless? alotig

with-hie irdigent widow; is-aniexpress-duty ofancient
Near-Eastern monarchs ds well: astheLord (e.gly

17}; Wives: Men :are addressed:(see niote
on. ¥9:15)i The grim poeticjisticennderscoresithe ided
thit Israetwas liberated for'the pirpose of establishing
ajust soclety. 22.25 \Péople;. Israel:'CLiLev. 253653
Deéut 22.19--205 Ps-15.5; Prov:28:8;. Bzek 18.8y
22.26—27 Cf. Deut 24.6, 10—13; Ezek 18.42,/16533.1
22.26.Cloak.. Cf. Ani: 2.80An Israéliteletter from the

E X0 5122.26-23:45
would hold backfrom: setting it free, you mast

helprto setitfree . L :
=76, You shall-not petvest, the: justice -due-to
your poor in their Jawsiits. 7Keep far-fromm-a
false-charge, aadidé notekdll the innocentiand
those in the right, for I will not acquit. the
- guilty: #You shall’ take-no~bribe, for-a' bribe
blinds the ‘officials; and.sitbverts‘the cause of
those who.are imthelrighti: £ 107wy 5o
:-.9 You shall not opptress a residentalie

know thehéartiofan alienjforyouwerealiens
inthelind of Bgypt.... .- g

. Sabbatical

10-For: six years yoir-shallzsow/ your: rand
gather in its yield;: but the seventh year you
shall let:it restiand e fallow, so that:the poor of
yourpecple‘may ¢at; and what they: leave:the
wild animals may eat. You shall do-theisame witk;
your vineyard;and withotrolive ofchard..

12 Six days you shall do your work, but on
the seventhi’day you shall rest; sé that yoirr ox
and, your. donkey.may-have relief, and your
homebormslave and the residentaliemmay be
refreshed. 13Be attentive to all that I have said
tor you. . Do ;

J

the poor, .15; Deut'1.17; and-espuav. 6
belows(even) to the poor? forwhom sympathy isnat:
ural-(forthe style seev. 43: 23.4 Your enemy’s; “(evén)
your enemy’s™:{see mote, oni23.3), anyone’s; ¢f. Dent
22:1-3..0n . overcothing:ihatred,« ¢f - Lev 19,1718
23.5. One whohates,-a-poetic synomynt of enemy. (e:g),
Ps21:8).:Settingit fret; or“unloading it”; of. Deut 224,
where loading ot ‘lifting up,’amote demanding activ-
ity;. is.calléd: for: 23/6=9 These.verses fesume ver. | 43
and address judges, 23.6:See note on 23.3; ¢f Py 82,3
43 Tsa:00:2{ Ter 5.28;: Ay 2:6-755.12. 2337 Falie charge.
Gf: ¥ 1Kl by erronecus condemustion; of, Ps:94.6—
7. Acquit, “declarein the right” {as in Deut 25.1)5.cf Ex
34.7.:23:8 See Deut 1.175:16:19;-27.25; of: Ps26:9-1C;
Prov./17:23{ dsa ‘L.23;: 5.23; Ezek 22.125:Mic 3.11:
23:8.8ee 22.21; Introduction: 23,10+ 1%-Cf. the cultic
emphasis of Lév 25.1-7, 2022 and ithe - sociceco:
homic émphadis of Deut 15:.23.12 Réfreshed, likerthe
Lord after, cregtion:(31.17)- See mote, oni 20,841 13.¢f:
the triotive in:23.21; Deut 5:14-15. 23.13 Jrvoke may
betaken to.elaborate 20.3; of. Joshi23.7; Hos 201 7:Zech
13.2. Therepetitive, impressionistic style called*parat-
lelisnt” brings the sectiori-te: closure: 23.14-17:0n the




EX0oDUSs 23.16-27:

unleavened-bread; as I commanded yoiy, you
shall eat unleavened bread for seven: days.at
the appointed time.in the month of Zu& mow
injtyou came out of Egypt. ». .

-Neozme- mg m@ﬁmmw vmmowm me. mEMQ
T.mbmma. SRR

16 You: mrmm ovmmiﬁ %m mmmgi of gﬂ&ﬁ
om the-first' fruits of your labor; of-what you
sow 1n the field. You shall observe the festival
ofingathering at the end of the year,:;when you
gather invfrom the field the fruit of your labor.
17Three times.in the year all:;your males.shall
appear before the Lord Gop.

18 Yoii shiall ot offer the Blood of 1 Ty sacri-
fice with' mbﬁvﬁm leaveited; orlet thefat Om Bﬁ
festival remmiain until the morning...: - .

~19'The- tholcest of ‘the. fitst fruits’ cm your
maoz,a& you shalk ?..Em into En Woﬁmm &. Eo
Lorpyour;God: -

Moc shallnot boil PF& inits Eoﬂvmﬁ s dﬁ:n

Hr.m Q:mﬁaﬁéﬁ Q;np:ﬂmg‘ﬁ.a.&_

201 am going'to send an angel in front of you,
to' guard you.on-the way and to-bring you to

calendar; see-note ori-12.2. 23.14 Holda festival. See
note on 5.1:-23:15 Commanded. SeeF2.14—20; 133~
10. The Passover offering, a home ritual (see 12.1-11},
is not mentioried here (see note on' 12.1-28). Abib. Sce
note on 12.2: &mmmnﬂ before. me, lit. “see my face,” an
w&oa Bnmﬂbm “to Soamr%w m%o?nw from the prac-
tice of seeing a god’s image'in a shritte {e.g.; Ps42.2;Téa

1.12). Empty-handed. See note on 3.21. 23.16 Festival
of harvest, the Festival of Weeks (34.22; Num' 28.26;
Deut 16.10; ef. Lev-23.15), sc named for its timing
seven weeks after: Passover-(Lev23(15; Deut 16.9): First
Sruits. THe first produee of ¢achicrop,like human-and
animal firstborn {sce note on 13:1-2), is réndered-to
God; ¢f, v, 19.-Deut 26.1=11"does not connect first
fruits with & particular festival.: The crop is elsewhere
deseribed- as. wheat (34.22); o™ (Lev-23.16;

new, grain™
Nuin 28:26), and “standing grain” ﬁUmE 16:9). Festival
of ingathering, the Festival of Booths (Lew23.34; Deut
16.13}= The Priestly traditions réflécted in:Lev:23.34;
Nurn' 29,12 daté it to-the fifteerith day:of the‘seventh
month. Fruit ofyour laber: See Deut 16.13.23.17 Males.
Séemote an 10.1.1-Appear before; “see the facde of ™ (sés
néte.on 23.15). Lord,. rendered -master in:21.4—6,im-
plyinig thie Israelites ate the Lord’s servants{Lev 25.55).
Gop, the. name Yahweh, ‘elsewbére rendered . Lompi
23.18 Leavened, inlight of-34.25; Deut 16.3—4;:an'ad=

dendum-to.vis15.:Fat, the hard; inedible coating of the .

entrails, burned-into sinoke (e:g.; 29.42; Lev 3.5):and
savored by God, signifying dccéptance. fe:g., Gen 8215
Lev. 26:31). Thiti] the-morning.. See xiote on: 12.10.
2349 Choicest, rendered best.In 34:26;an addendum
to % 16, The amount depends on individual ability
{Deut 16 17): House, a temple-such as:that at Shileh

12
theplacethat 1. have prepared. 2iBe attentd
to-himi:and:listen to his voicé; do not rebel
againsthim; for hewill not pardon your tran
grégsion; for my nameis in him.. -
»-22.But if-you listen attertively to-his.voi
and do all that 1 say; then: I will be'an-enemy:
yourenemiesand a foe to yourifoes. .77

23 When my angel goes infront of you; znd
brings.you te 'the Amorites;-the Hittites] the
Pétizzites, the Canaanites, the Hivites; and the
Jebusites, and I blot them out, 24you shalln
bow.down:to their gods, orworship-them,
followr theirpractices; but you shall utterly d
molish:them and-break their:pillars in‘piece
25¥owshall worship the Lorp your God, and
will bless your bread and your water; and:Twill
take sickness away from amorng'you. 26No-ong
shall miscarry.or bebarren inyour land; Twil
fulfill. the:numbeér of iybur’ days: 271 will.send
my terror in front of you, and will throw i
confusion all the people, against whom ¥o
mrmb noEmv E.& H SE E&S mb u..oﬁ mbmHEmm

H_u ir backs, to you. 26And I will send the
e4'in fiont of yot, which' shall. drive
the Hivites, the Carnaanites, and the Hit-
tites from before you. 2] will not drive them
om ‘béfore you invone year; or-the Jand
ecome desolate- and the wild animals
wltiply-against you. #Little by little T
rive them-out from béfore you, vintil you
creasedand possess. the lanids 31T will
pour-borders from the Red'Sed”to'the sea
Philistines; and from therwilderness to
Luphrates;:for T will haiid over toyou:thé
itants .of:-the land; and ivow. shall drive
outbefore you:32You'shall make no cov-
with thern arid their: gods.33They:shall
livein yourtind; or they will make youssin
stme; for: i you worship their.g o%v it
mﬁ&wwm a snare to you. D

‘The:Blood. of the Qé:ni

Then. he 'said to' Moses; “Come: up to
the Lorp, you:and Aaron, Nadab, and
andiséventy of the.elders-of Tsrael, and
nship:ata distance, 2Moses alone shall come
the Lorn; but the others shall not_come
ar, m.mm Em @moﬁm mrmm not come up with

a- Qw..ﬂw Heb é.*

Qmmm 18:31; 1:84m 1:17) orJerdsalem {1 HAEmm 3.18
You shall.not: . ; milk: Mixing desth with a lifefluid
ritually polluting (cf. loss of blood or semen fromar
wnomﬂnﬁdn organ, Lev 12; 15). The context hereand;
3426 is_gpaque, but. in. Uaﬁ wm NH Em g Qe
mﬁo&m mmﬁuw Ham_bmﬁcum :

23.20-33" w__urn& law is mnmmmuﬂmm A:Snm: ;
wﬁ&o@\ ‘of anicient Near Eastérn’ treaty conditions that
an overlord® (the Lord) indposes on 4 vassal¥(Isragl
Such treaties conclude with curses to befall the vas
should:it disobey. Blessings-and:curses conclude Jegi
lation’in Tev 26; Deut 28: Here :they'are intermixe
with commands because the {egistation does not-e
but resumes with culticlaw: The passage is elaborat;
in Deut7.12-26.23.20 Angel. C£:14.19; seeJosh 5.1
155 Judg 2.1-5.23.21 Name, a concretization.ofith
deity; e.g., Deut 12:5,11; Ps§20.17°54.1: 23.22 Foe, He:
bréw tsan perhaps.a Tlay.on “Egypt™ (mitstayim)
Leyv26.7-8; Deut28.7; Thelast two-clauses arésparaliel
(see note.on:3.15}. 23.23 Jebusites. Cf3.17; Josh 3.1
2411 Blot . .. ovit,:asPharaoh hasbeen-{the same T
brewverb reixdered cut off iy 9.15}.23.24 Bow down:
worship. Cf. 20.5; Deut 2814 Pillars, steles; Tepresen!
ing deities, on-which libations are poured, well attest
archaeologically'in Ganaan; of 34,135 Deut 12:3. Tsr
elite pillars are‘everitudlly forbidden (Lév 26.1; De
16:22{ 2 Kings-18.4; 23.14). 23.25 Bread. Cf Lev 2
28, Sickness, such-as:God brought dpon-Egypt {th
same Hebrew word: translated ‘diseases in 15.26)
Lev-26.16; Deut-28.21-22, 58-61:23:26 Cfl Lev .2
Deut28.4, 11; also cf. Levi26.22. (“béreave? is:the sary
Hebrew::verb  as' ‘mifscarry. here); Deut 28.18,
23.27 Terror. CFf.A5.14-16; 4cé note onr 14.24: Thr

foses nmﬁa ,.mﬁa ﬁﬂ Qm.ﬂwowm &Hw&n

nto confusion, as mum Lord has aonm to ,.mmvﬂﬂ £14.24;
thiew:. - dnto panic 1§ the same-verb); of. Josh
aiso cfr-Lev 26.36=37; Dent 28.20, 28-29; Turn
hacks, as Istael must dowhen itis mnharom (Josh
2);-cf. Lev 26.7-8; Deut 28.7; 28.25.23.28 ‘Pesti-
He Ea,uwmi tsir'ahy personified angel of destruction
0 and: like “the destroyer” of. (see note on)
-Hebrew it 'echoes foe in v: 22; of. Deut 7:20;
shi2di120 Fivites . ... Hittites; aslist abridged fromiv.
23.29.0n one  vear, as in-Josh 10-11, but gradually as
osh'13; Judg- 1. Wild. aiimals. Cf:Liév 26:22; Lam
23:30 Increased, as you began to:dodn Bgypt{ 17,
&ham. inherit (e.g:, JTosh, 1&£.1);.cf. Josh:13:6+7,
ea &n the Philistines; the Mediterranean h..ﬁqnmn.
el in. Deut 111.24; “Great -Sea™ in ‘Josh: 1.4):
ilderness, the Negeb:(cf.\Deéut11.24;Josh 1.4): Fi-
ates, lit: “the river” (se¢ Deut:11.24). Cf. the éxtent
{omon’s kingdom (1 Kings 421}, 23:32:-33 These
“are: elaborated in; 34:11~16; ‘cf. Tosh:23.12-13;
=3; andiote the Gibeonites :trick in Josh 9
3 A snare, QﬁuEmE Hmm&wm 8 &mmmﬁg nm Fn_m
‘Sam 18.21.- -
8 Ritaal.. Hmﬂmnm_uom om ,Em noﬁbmhn {cfrndte
); anapparent but:imprecise sequelto. 19.24
20:21), 24.1+To- Moses. Cf: the address-to. all Israel
22} 10 the'Lorw: The Lord refers-to himself inthe
erson-as in 19.24.:Nadab,. and Abihu. Cfi6.23:
o .mEhoBEnSmE {¢£:1:5). CF Num:1 L:16-=

. ments. Pillars,

EXODU§ 7232842410

words of:the Lorb and all theordinances; and
all:the peaple answered with one-voice; and
said, “All the words:that the Lorn has spoken
we will do” 4And':Moses wrate downall the
words of the Lorp! He rose éarly inithe morn-
ing,-and built an:altar at the footiof themoun-
tain, and set up twelve pillars;: noﬂmmwom&hm
to the twelve tribes of Isracl He:sent young
men of the people of Israel; whe'offered burnt
offeringst and- sacrificed- oxen as ‘offerings of
well-being. to the Lorw. §Moses took halfiof
the.blood:and put it inbasids, and halfof the
blood he'dashed against the.altar. ZThen ke
tookthebook.of the covenant, and read it in
the hearing of the peoplé; and: they said, “All
that the: howu hias spoken we will do, and we
will be obedient?” 8Moses took the blood and
dashéd it on.thé ipeople, and-said, “See the
bloodof the covenant thatithe Eorp hasmade
sa& %oﬁ fin: mnno&munm sﬁr all these So&m ¢

Q: :R EoninE E h. mcm

9 dumb Maoses-and Aaron, Zm&m_u and EQEF
and seventy of the elders. of Israel went up,
10and they:saw the: mom of Hﬂ.mmw Cb&nﬂ Eis

& Or m&ﬁm& Z@Enm om mm_u :s.nmnﬂﬂu w On mma en
Réeds ++ -

172425, Elders. Cf: 197 Worship, Ht. “Bow.down™ At
a-distance: (Cf. 20,18, 21.24:3 Came, vmmmﬁﬁw_u@ prior
to fulfillingthe command invv. 1+2;5¢é noté on 24.9~

- 3. Ordinances, in20:23+23.19. Do. Cf; v:7;.19.8; sce

note of:19.1--9 The'repetition of all suggests negwwmg
tion. 24.4 Wrote.down, CE.17:14: The book (v. 7); @Hat
sumably parchment siice'stone is niot specified (asin
v:12;:31:18),'may be understodd to'be deposited in'the
ark (25.36,°21) as-was octstdmary with treaty-docus
.45 Wwitnesses. :{Gen 31, 44~48;. Josh
24.26427);.cfinote om23. 24.24.5 Young met; acting4§
cultic ‘assistants prior -to the establishment ofthe
hereditary priesthood-{cf. 1 Sam.2.1%-I8): Oxen,
rather “bulis”; the term ocetirs at the.end: of the-sen-
tencein the Hebrew, meaning that both-types of bffer-
ing consist of bulls, Well-being: See note om 20,24 The
peopleeat thé flesh-of this offering(seeLev.3)-s0 that
both parties partake. 24.6 The Hebrewtérm translated
basins: here:is never used of EEB&%Q in-priestly
practices, Altar, the Lord’s'surrogate in’ the cerémony.
247 Read 11..Cf. Deur 31:9+13; 2 Kings 23.1-3; Neh
8.1-8. Be obedient, renderedisten: Eno 19.24,8:Peo:
ple; or the-pillars.(ved}-astheir. surrogatés. Dashing
bleod; elsewhére an instrument of purification and
atonement,-on the two parties signifies somehow that
the onus'is on'both; <f:Heb 9.18~22. There is a possi<
ble parallelin a periodiciceremnony at Emar, in-easters:
Syria, in &a mid-second millennium séx. 24.9-11:4
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NUMBERS 15 THE FOURTE BOOK of the Bible and therefore the mocw? in the Pentateuch (“f
scrolls™), or Torah, as the first five books are known collectively, Numbers takes its Engli
name from Arithmoi, the title of the book in the ancient Greek translation called the Sept
agint, begun in the third century sce. In Hebrew the book is called Bemidbar, “In the wild
ness,” a word in the first verse of the book and perhaps a more appropriate title given its <o
tents. The book of Nurnbers begins with the Israelites encamped in the Sdn_manmmm of Sinaiand
spans the forty years of the wilderness wanderings. It ends with the people on the east sideof
the Jordan River, in the “plains of Moab,” poised for the conquest of Canaan. Lack of faith (chs
15+14) leads to the almost complete destruction of the-exodus generation, which is to be's
placed by a new generation born in the wilderness and looking forward to Canaan Hmmumu th
backward to Egypt. :

Structure and Sources

THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK follows the geographical sequence of Em account as well ag mu
change in generations over the forty years of wandering. Geographically, Numbers can be di
vided into three fairly neat sections: in the wilderness of Sinai, 1.1-10.10; the march throug
the wilderness to Transjordan, 10.11~22.1; and in the plains of Moab, 22.2—36.13. The book
also, however, divided into two sections by the two military censuses in chs. 1 and 26, w]
represent the doubting exodus generation and the new mmwmnmmoh._mdmﬁ takes its place. The
two censuses, as well as several other noudﬂmbm episodes, have led to the impression that “num
bers” are the principal topic of the book; hence its title in the Septuagint.

Modern scholars believe that the material in the Pentatench, and therefore in Em woow .
Numbers, was brought together from several sources. It is useful to consider two broad types
souzces evident in the book of Numbers: material called “Priestly,” because of its interest in cul
tic matters pertaining to religious ritual and genealogy, and material drawn from “old ep
sources, which has a lexical and stylistic consistency with similar material elsewhere in the Pen
tateuch (see Introduction to Genesis). Both Priestly and epic sections preserve ancient tradi
tions, but most modern scholars suggest that the history of the Israelites before their settla
ment in Canaan was more complicated than the picture in Nurnbers.of the twelve-tribe mar

from the exodus to the conquest. The biblical traditions themselves contain some ambiguit
194




NUMBERS 1.1-10. T _ 4

about this Humzom for GSEE@ nomnaEEm the Istaelites™zelationships with other Transjo
nian'peoples and i in the contrasting pictures of the settlement that ¢ emerge inJudg 1 and the.
of Homrsm ﬂ.ﬁ.m is little extrabiblical evidénce with which 6 corfipare the biblical depiction

anasseh, Gamaliel son- Om
edahzur. - oy
1 Benjamin, Abidan son om Q%E.:
ary, Ahiezerson of gg&m@mﬁ
ny'Asher, Pagiel son‘of- Oo_uamu. R
m Gad, Eliasaph Son of Deuel. .
Naphtali, Ahira.son of mumb. _
hesewere the.ones chosen from: the con-
; the Ieaders of their ancestral tribes,
eads:of the divisionsiof Israch P
oses and.Aaron took these men who
en. designated by:narhe; 18and-on the
of the second month: Eaﬁﬁ%ﬁg&
congregation together. They: regis-
mselvesin their clans, by their ances-
uses,according to thenurnberof idmes
ty-vears old and upward, individu-
the Lorp. commanded Moses. So- rm

moini..

DESPITE A NAME ,._,m»ﬂ EEQ@E 4 passion mon noﬁugm and lists, the book of Numbers in
contains a cast o». mmeHmn nrm.ﬂmn\nmnw Agommm. Miriam, Aaron, HomHEm“ Caleb) and some of
best-known passages in thie Bible: Balaam’s talking donkey (ch. 22) and the oracles of Bal
ﬁ chs. 23-24); the wﬁm&%vgm&naoz ﬁ ch. @ the spies returning from Canaan with ahuge l
ter of grapes (ch.: Hmuu the manna and the @E&m ﬁnr 11); the watet from the rock (ch. 20);
jam’s “leprosy” (ch. 12); the bronze serpent that healed snakebite {ch. 21); the revolts of Ko
Dathan, and Abiram {ch. 16); mpm Emmﬁ; _vﬁnE.Em of Aaron’s rod (ch. 17); the man enmn_..ﬂ
for mmmumnsm sticks onthe sabbath {ch. 15); the mmnqgmnm of Zelophehad ﬁorm_ 27,36); theap
tasy at Baal-peor (ch. wmvv and the rituals for.a Sonumh suspected of adultery (ch. 5), for
mhm women H&Epm a Nazirite vow (ch. 6), and moH &mmbmﬁm wom&ﬁon mHQB‘ contact wit
noﬁmm (the “red wﬂmm nr 19). fro ANN m%uxmﬂi - ‘

:descendants of..Reuben, . Hmnm& s
itheirlineage; in their clans, by their
al'houses; according to:the aumber of
ndividually, every:male-from twenty
Id-and: upward, everyone able:to.go to
those. enrolled .of the tribe:of. Wan_umb
forty-six thousand five hundred: ;

L mvm“: be saE %oF ¢achi man the Wmmn of Ua
" cestral housé. mdpmmm are the names of m:w
who shall assist VOu:
From Reuben, Elizur son.of mwmamﬁ
From Simeon, mrmFEH& son of

The First nna:m of mmwwl .
Hy The Lorp mwowm to, Moses ‘in the wilder-,

ness of Sinai, in the tent of Bmmgm, on
the first day of the mmnosa morith;in the sec- "6

ond year after they had come out ofthelandof . .~ Zurishaddai. * he-descendants of Simeor, EQH HE-
Egypt, saying: 2Take a census of the whole 7 From Judah, Z&drob mob om their clans; by their ancestral-houses,
congregation -of : Hﬁ.m&nmm. in their clans, by - . Amminadab. ) f:them that were numbered, according

ancestral hotuses, according to the number of 8
names, every male individually; 3from twenty ¢

From Issachar, Nethanel son om Nnﬁ.
From Zebulun, Eliab son of H.H&ou_,.,. :

number of names, individually;. every
rom. twenty years ‘old and upward,

years old and upward; everyone in Isracl able 10 From the sons of Joseph: - ne able to go to war: 23those enrolled of
to go to war. You and Aaron shall enroll them, from M@WHEB. mrmﬁﬁﬂm son of iribe of Simeon were fifty-nine thousand
. EEEG& hundred. -

company by noﬂ%muﬁ 2A man: kH,HoE mmnr E_un -

The descendantsof Gad, %QH lineage, in
clans; g their munmmﬁ.& wg.ammv dccord-
the aum H ‘of the 1 umH:mm, from’ gmﬁq
old and 'upward, everyone able t6 §0'to
those enrolled of Em tribe of Dmm were
ve EOE&E& mum&mn%&.m@. ,

The descendants of Judah, their HEmmma,
ir“clangs by thieir-ancestral houses, ac:
to the'number ofn ‘mames; fromi- gmbq
old and Euéma 9&&65« mEm 8 mo o

sus could result in a Emmnm (see 2 Sam 24; 1:Chr
and 50 4 tax was to be paid to the sanctuary as a “y
mcEsmoH the lives of those countéd: (See also Ex 38,

28.) Company;’ also translated “army” or “host;
group onEE& fof war. 1,5-15 These ,mm.Bn.nmE
also occur in lists o 2.3531% 7 12283; 10.14-28,

“order in which the tribes are listed in these versé

1.1-34 Moses, Aaronyand one man from each tribe
are commanded to take a census of all males age
twenty and older who are able to serve in the military.
The expeditiotis envisioned are the battles-to condiier
the promised land, but infact, with the exception of
Joshua and Caleb, these aze the men of the mmumwmﬂoﬁ
who will die in the wilderness betause of their lack om.
faith (see chs. 13-14). The similar census reported in . based for the most part on, mnmeomvEmm characteri
ch. 26 then counts a new generation of men to fight - ‘as Facob’s sons born of the same mother, accordin
those battles {26.64--65). 1.1 The setting of the begin- * Gen 29.91-730.24; 35.16—18. Reuben, Simeon, Ja
ning of the book of Numbers is the wilderness &q Sintaj, Issachar, and- Zebulun were sons of Leah. Levis
where the Israelites have. been encamped: since the Teah’s third son, but the tribe of Leviis not here li
third' month after the exodus (Ex 19.1-2). Tent of s part of the military cepsus (ses Num 1.47-54)
meeting, the goat-hair tent that covers the tabernacle, compensate for the Joss of Leyi and preserve then
which houses the ark of the covenant, first describedin  ber. twelve for the total rumber of trilies, the tribe
Ex 26.7. The date is one month after the mﬂ.ﬁum up of .nuomm@r is divided into- ‘Ephraiin and Manasseh {
the tabernacle (Ex 40.17). 1.2 A tribe in Istael is made: * Gen 48.8-20) and Hsted slong with Benjamin. Jose
up of several clans, and edch <lan.of several ancestral <"and Benjamin were Rachel's sons in Genesis. O
houses. Bach: individual male-counted is to be identi- .. mﬁ& moE.. ﬁ.&n@ Gmﬂ and Zm@wgb were, the
fied w% ancestral house and clan “within each tribe.
1.3 Ex 30.11~12 reports the belief that a military cen-

e amm,nﬂ_&msa of Tssachar, &ﬁﬁ. HE-
in-their.clans, by thieir ancestral roamm@

nm..womwn._onmg the Iist here.) 1.17-46 The tribes
ed in the same-order as in vy, 515, except that
15 shifted position. Gad occupies the third slotin
t, right; after- Reuben-and Simeoxn. This shift
to'be-based on Gad’s-position.in the arrange-

soms of Leals maid Zilpah. (Néphitali ard Ashes

"NUMBERS- 1.11-43

according to -the: number of names, from
twenty years old and upward, everyone able to
go-to-war: #those enrolled:of the tribe of Issa-
char-were fifty-four thousand four hundred:

. 30 The. deseendants;of. Zebulun;, their:lin-
eage, in. their clans; by their ancestral houses,
according: to : the: numbei of names, from
twenty years old and upward, everyone able to
goto war: ?ithose enrolledof the tribe of Zeb-
ulun were fifty-seven thousand four hundred.
.»32-The-descendants -of Joseph, namely, the
descendants of Ephraim;thejr lineage; in-their
clans, by their ancestral houses, according to

“the number; of names, from- twenty years-old

and upward, everyone-able.-to -go:to war
#>thoseenrolled of the tribe of mmerEH were
moHQ thousand five hundred..

.34 The descendants of gmﬂmmmmw .ﬂrm:. :b-
ammn, in their clans, by their, ancestral houses,
according to- the- number :of -names,-from
twentyyears 6ld arid upward, everyoneable to
go:to warz ¥those enrolled of the tribe of Ma-
nasseh’were &:@ two. &ommﬁ& two, ?E-
dred- - ;-
;36 The anmnnﬁ&mﬁﬂw om wnEmﬁEP ﬁww:.. w_b,,
mwmn. in their clans, by.their ancestral houses,
according -to the .number of .names; from

twenty years old and-upward, everyone ableto

go-towar: 37those enrolled of the tribe;of:Ben-
jamin were Esdw mﬁ EOﬁmmﬁ& mosu H.Eh-
dred: :

. 38 ﬁﬁ mmmngmwﬂa om UmF Emﬁ gnmma,
Saﬁ clans, by their ancestral houses, accord-
ing to the number of names, from twenty
years old-andupward, everyone-able to go:to
war: #those enrolled of the tribe of Dan were
EHQ ‘two thousand seyer hundred. .

40 The descendants of Asher, their lineage,
in, theit ‘clans, by, their. ancestral houses, ac-
cording to the number-of names, from twenty
years- old and upward, everyone able to go to
war! 4those enrolled: of the tribe:of ,»mrmw
were forty-one thousand five hundred.

* 42 The descendants of Naphtali, their HE-
eage, in their. clans, by their ancestral house: s,
according to the .number of names, .from
twenty .m,mm.ﬁm,oE E.E umémhav everyone able to
mo...ﬂo._.émh. &Eo.m.m .mEo:& O%H?w. ,.qmwm of

Hnﬁ of tribes in- &n ¢armp mamﬁ&mm in ch: 2. ﬂwﬁa
Gad is-joined with Simeon and Reuben on the south
side (see-2:10-16). Thetotal of 603,550 military men
(v.-46) hds seemed unrealistically high to commenta=
tors, as-has the:similar number, 601,730, ini.the second:
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Naphtali: were mﬁ% ‘thee: mponmmﬁm four E.S;
dred:

4 These : age
g&oE zo%m,mc b.muob Q.nd:.w& with-the

H%».mmm_mawm his ,Aub.mmﬂm& s house:"4580" the
whitle number of the! Hmum&namv by theif ances
tral'Houses, frony twenty: yedrs- old-and 'up-
wardreveryoné able forgo towar in Isracl

46theirwhole numberwas six-hiindred three
thiousand: five hundred: fifty.-47The-
however, yvere:not: acbp_uomm& by ..Em: “aTges-
.a‘& tribe:alongwith then:-

E_um of Levi you shall noteniroll, and you shall
nottakess-censits ofither with the-other Jéra:
elites. S0Rather yousshall'appoint the: Levites
over the tabernacle'of the covenant; “and'over
all-its-equiptiient, 'and over-all 'that belongs to
ity theyareito Carrythie tabernacle and: &?ﬁm
eqmpment; and they-stidll terid it; and shall
mp:-around ‘ thet-tAberracle. 51 Whien -ithe
tabernacle Is'to'setout; the Levites shallteke it
down; and when the tabernacle is tobe
pitthed;" the. Levites “shall set it up. :And:any
outsider who comes near'shall be: HuE 10 death:
52The other-Istaclites shall camp in: their re:
spectiverregimenital+ “camips, by . companies;
53biit the Levités shall camip aroningd the tabers
nacle: of the covenarit, * that' there-may be'nio
wrath on the congregation of the Israelites;
and:the Tievites shall® wni,oua ther mc.&.m mc@
om H&m ﬂmw@dm&m T&m ovenim:

census in nr 261 ? mC H.ﬁlm»ﬁ‘rm S,Um om ﬁmS isto
be. SEEE.& separately from the Slanded? tribies and

tine’in’ Beypt,ithis woid can ‘even’ reprasent 4 larger
legal entitysthiat includesithe familids of military mex;
1.53 The wrath of the Lord would be brought on by
any nonlevitical trespasser who' came into contact
with the tabernaclé: The Levites aré literelly its guiards.
121434 The tibethiicle withir the tesit of eetifiy
gt theicehter'of the tampin this m@ﬂ%uon fef,
11, whére the'tentissetup outside the camp):
At amnw ofithe &irdindl pointsaround thefent dre three

ose Swo “wele . &Eu:&ﬁ

Hmﬁﬁmu :

48 Fhe Lorp had sdid to: Zommm %@u@ Em, .

npinext:to him- shall be thetribe of Sim-
éader.of the Simeonites:shall be She:
on of Zurishaddai; 13with a company
Jed of fifty-nine thousand three hun-
Then'the. tiibe of Gad: The leader of
ites shall b& Eliasaph.son of Reuel,
company-as;enrolled: of forty-five
usand six hundred fifty 16 The total.enroll-
' the camp’of Reuben; by companies, is
undred fiftyone thousand four wg&mm.
They shall set out second, @~ - _

tent of: meeting, withe .&m‘nmu% oﬁ,
ites, shall:set jout-in the center of the
DS &% shall: set: out. E,ﬁ” as &n%.nmﬂ%v

ing:-?Fhie Tsraelites; shal SS@ each
their respective regiments, under ensig:
their aficestral houses; they shiall:campfa
the'tertof- Bmmnbm lory evety-dide: 3Tho
camp on theeast sidetoward the sungis
be of the regimental encamprnentiofJuda
companies. Theleader of the'people offu
shall be:Nahshon sor of Amminadab, 4w
cdmpany' as:ertolled:of seventy-four. th
08& {0 campmextito
shiall'bé thefriberof fssachar: Theleader.o
Issacharites ishalli bie: Nethanelson:-of: Zu
bwith -acorapany: as:enrolled: o me -fi
thousand:four -hundred, 7The i
Zebulun: THeJeadsr of the Nm_uEnEam sh
be Eliah soniof Helon; Swith a.comipany.aé
tolled: of fiftyisevenithousand: four hun
9The-total: enrollmentrof. the: canip of Ju
by nou.%mbﬁm, is one hundréd ty
thousand foux: W¢hmamm ﬂp . &Hmﬁ ‘det:

‘of the mmoﬁm omﬁmwmg shall be E,.aw,
@ 5010 of Ammihud; 1%with a.company as

0-him shall besthe tribe-of Manasseh.
ader of the HumoE@ of Manasseh, shall be
son of Pedahzns, 2lwith a comparly
ed of thirty-two'thouisand two hun-
¢Then i the tribe -of . Benjamin: The
of the Benjaminites shall be Abidan son
eond, 23with. a: company-as enrolled .of
rfivethousand four hundred. 24 The total
rient of the camp-of Epliraim, by com-
1¢- one hundred ‘eight thousand one
d.:-They' shall iseti-o0t. third. on: the

i:41 0: 01 thie south siders rmu beth Homﬁbmu
encampment -of Reuben' by-domipdnies
leaderof the-Reubenitesshall be:Elizurso
Shedeut): with a ‘company s enrollet
.mow.aw six ﬂ,modmmha mﬂm EE@H&“ ,

oh_% E?aﬁ@,_x%%a%a

53).E: o_umnoﬁu emmmmm ds mﬁ.mbmmn Inaca % Ta
forthedo ,

d. Zilpah (Gen :30:9=11):'2:14 For Reuel,
éuel?? following 1:14and several ancient man-
18--24 ‘Bphraim heads ithe. western camp
Genesis hé bécame-the deminant son of
orite: son; Joseph-(Gen 48.13=20). 2:25—
5 {irst in-the-northern-camp-beciuse he wes
/soti bori toia concubine of Jacob @E...&u

63 2.33:5ee 15 48249, . =
51 The:duties; arrangement,: and ﬁﬂaﬁ@muﬁ om
ELevizdid:Aaron is listed before. Mases heie
Aaron-is the-firstbérn. This verse: is:set at
ai-(cf. 11523, 14), when. Nadab-and Abibua

2016 The! Bw.mm onl _H_.S moﬁrﬁ&m E\nﬁnﬁ,&m
by Reuben, the traditional frstborn. Since Juda
now at the head of the entire iist, the camyp &nmmz
(v 16 - Inckides Gad in; the position Judah held in
listérrch.1. Gad'is the tribe tobemoved up! éith
cause: Reuben and Gad are associated! 48 T ansjol
nign tribes orbacduse the-¢arlisr txibes have all'b
“Leah™tribes (see-1:5-1%) anid Gadiis the frstbort:

of ‘forty thousand -five - hundred:

NUMBERS .2.13-3.8

Naphtalites:shall be Ahira-son of Enan, 30with
a company as énrolled of fifty:three thousand
four-hundred. 33The total enroltment:of. the
camp of Banis one hundred fifty-seven thous
sand six‘hundred. MWQ mrmb mmﬁ omﬁ Hmmw by

.companies.®. -

-1¢32 This was Em mEoEsmbﬂ om 90 Hmwm&hmm
by.their ancestral houses; the total enrollment
in the camps by their companies was-six hun-
dred three thousand five hundred fifty. 33Just
as the Lorp had commanded: Moses; theiLe-
vites were not mE.oﬁmm NBOﬁm “the oHWmH.‘,HmHm;
mEmm :
34 The, Mm,_,.mmwﬁmw_.&m Eﬁ as mﬁ Howu H.E&
nogmbm& Moses: Thiey:- nm.n%ma by regis
ments, and they set out. the same way,.every-
one by clans, according toancestral houses:
The Sons of Auron .
This is the lineage ‘of Aaron and Moses at
o/ the-timie when the Lowrp - spoke:“with
Moses oni. Moimt Sinai, ?These are the namies
ofthe sons of Aaron:Nadab:the firstborn, ard
Abitu, Fleazar, and Ithamar;: 3these. are:the
names’ of .the-sons. of -Aaron,. the ancinted
priests; whormn-he -ordained - to. minister as
priests.. 4Nadab -and ‘Abihu died’ before: the
Lorp Swmﬁm.ﬁw. offeréd-unholy fire beforethe
Lorp in the wilderness of Sinai,-and \Eﬂm had
no-children. Eleazar-and Itharar served-as
priests in the lifetitne.of theirfather Aaron.”

The Duties of the Levites

m Then Ea Lorn- mwowa to. go%mu mmwmum
SBring the tribeiéf Levinedr, and set them be-
quwm .thoﬁ.ﬁm“, wﬂmmﬁ # i

for the sﬁoHn noumuammso nfront of the terit
of meeting, . doing service &t the tabernacle;
?&8\ %m: va in n_umﬁmm cm NE mﬁ ?HE%B%

a no_.bmﬂw verses 9,1 {HebByt nwmu. am.:xman

were ‘alive {see v. 4}. In'reverting:to: Mount Sinai for.a
few verses,:the narrative iniplies that the-information
invy.5—13was already understood at the time the rest
of the.activity.in this chapter takes place: 3.2.5¢e also
Ex.6.23.3.3 He. It was Moses who ordained the sons of
Aaron (Lew:8:30; seealsoEx29.21; 30.30540.12-15; cf.
Lev 8.12); 3.4 See Lev.10.1-2:3.5~ 10 A distinction is
made - between. - Azron- and -Rist -descendants . {the
ancintéd. priests) and the rest:of the tribe of Levi;to
which both Aaron and Mosesbelong. The rest ofi the
Levites will assist {v.-8). Aaron: and his descendants:
3:7-8 One of-the duties ofithe Levites is. to guard:the

[
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ofithe’tent of tneeting jand-attend-tothe ditiss
fortheTsraelitesas m@. do'serviceratthe tabers
nekcle 9You shalligive theLévites to Aaron-and
his-descendanis; ithey: are unreservedly given
te: bind from andorig the Israelites:49But you
shall make a register of Aaron and his:descen-
dafits; it'is they who'shall: mﬁmn& o Gm Huﬂmmﬂ-
HE& \B‘& mb% outsider wh

_: Hrmﬁ ﬁ?ﬁow spoke 10; ?Hownmu mmﬁsm“
121 heteby.acetpt-the:kévites from:amongthe
Israglitesias :substitutes for:all. the fizstbotn
that open the womb among the Israelites:Fhe

;1 ‘consectated: for. myown allrthe
firstborncin: Istaelpboth: fuman and animal;
they shall be mine. I

A.Census-

EO)

k&q nwm%mﬁﬁmw,

ﬁ‘nam_wﬁmﬁ.n.mm.ﬁ%ga es am .&% ,&ME?
sHallienrollévery-praleifrd
npwards1680 Moses efirolledsthem mnno&Em
to theiword -of ith Huowum as~heliwassicomns

m.Elmw Oabmmm om .&n H_mﬁﬁm mﬁa «mno&._bm cm
their duties..3.14 This verse. returns to,the narradve’s
present time and place, in the wilderness of Sinat. 3.15-
16 Cf.1.47—¢9. The prohibition apparently does not
extend 16 v'separateicensus - of the Levites<3:15:By: an=
cestiakhonsesaid by dlare Notetheroverse orderind
and thyoughott ¢hi-liUnlike the eatlier:mitacy cen’
sus; which counted:males twenty an'd older; this censizs
of theLevites:Countsievery auile froniiasionth.sld arid
upwirdy. beécase theyi will-Besubstindtes:for Israclite
firstbarm mudes & ménthiold fad-abwdrd.(rvi. 20241)
Ong monthseenis tobe theageatwhickrpersonhood
was believed torbefinysee Lev27:6. 3:17~20'5¢e Gen
46:11; Bx6:16-19:3:21--39 Thelevitical .clans are to
encainp between the tabernacle andsthe: Fsraelitesvon
threesides-of the tabernacle.andate given the fespdnd

. these are.theiclans-ofthe Kohathites:2

‘tody-over thermost sacred-itemns

+: 21 o Gershon: w&obm the'clan6f the!
gﬁmwwﬁm thecldnofiflie mganmma&mmm.
the clans of theliGershonitesy?:

ment;:Courting ‘allvthie males frotm mon
old=nd ypwards wasisevetithpusand fiveln
dred:223The clanszof: Em.@mﬂmﬁenﬁﬂém
camp behind {he:tabernacleltoti-the.
ﬁﬁ%mmmwmﬁwu som;of kael agh :
Smﬁ& woamm b&. 99@&%952. w?m_

e clan of the g&?ﬁ?&ﬁm maamr_.ra
evarii ¥ Their enrollment; counting
&wwmnoﬁ..,m Eqﬂ%&ﬁﬁb@ Eﬁﬁ@

om ‘?a._ﬂ.msﬁo..mﬁnmmb ] ;
SE.r thé mo..mg_ meﬁium mnﬁmbnm..em the: 0
?

the Hebronitesyand the cafi of the Usii

ing allthesmales;Hfronira metth:old dnd
wardyfhere were eight thousand sixfund
‘atténding to therdutiesiof thiei salctiary
clams-of fhe Kohathites Were to: :chmplo:
south sidesof the tabernacle,30with Elizaph
son ofUzziel asthedd bfthe ericestrabhouse
the clansofitheKohiathifes:31 Thelr fespon

.qu Nm H:m Qmﬁw.aasahﬁnwgm\

[Ee e

mbﬁmunm 8 mﬁ ﬁabﬂ hmx 26 wmu, the linen wnamﬁ
the court surrounding the tabernacle (Ex 27.9)
thelihen'erzérifor the Erftrance to thecourt (Ex 2
mbm.mﬁgwmmmmmmmw g@v“ mhﬂh@hm@mﬁwﬁﬁ, ,mmmu

(Bx'6.16; 118, 20;°23)..3,33
3.35-36 The Emnmu.ﬁam P

i SE,& dqnnu% aeo;woﬁmmam Hmmeﬁam_ f
nﬁmmwmbnm between the Hébrewniordsfor

catnp on the south side G thigtdbn ”mu@, cm dwﬁ SUITOl nrmm noEH pm%aammn

ronize eses and ipegs): aild «its . cords(Bx

25:80=22 hand.its imirfédiate surrbindingstHe
that-holds-the bread of:the Presénce r{Ex.25:23
85:18; 39:36);/the. lambstamd Amx 25.31-40%5:the

the-edst DL th tabernacle dsitakeni by déses,
andthe désténdants of Auron, set-apartifrom

.&.Pnnmwdﬂrm Levites:

~ fivesshekelsyireckoned by ithe shekel of

Y M B ERSE 332250

h.m@ Thén:the: How.d wEth Moses: mgdz m.s mum
firstborn males of the Israelites:from a month
oid and ﬁwéﬁ.@w and count their names. 41But

you shall accept th
Lorp=+as’ Substitutes <fori:all

ithe firstborn
ameng; the dsraelitésiand-the livestock of the

H@Sﬂmm 'as {substitutes; forsall: the frstborn
atmengsthe :livestack’ ofthe Fsrdelites. 4250
Mosesrenrolled all thefifstbarnamony the Is:
raehitesyas.tHe Lorm: commanded hiin::4The
tofal enrallimentyall thefirstbornmales frdm s
monthi old and upward; counting the number
ofmarmes,'was twenty-two; nroﬁmbm EB &Eul
dred-seventy-thiee.!
* 44 Then the:Lorp-

oke td:Moses, saving:
astsubstitutes forallithe
firsthomiamony: the Tsraelites;.and theilive:
stockeof the Levites as:substitutes for their live:
stock;rand the Eevites'shall bentine. Lam the
Towm: 46ks theprice of rédémption.of thetwo
hindred seventy«threewfithe firsthork-of thie
Istaglites;: over .and fabove thesnumber. of thie
Levites; 47yowShalliaccept fivésshekels-apiece;
reckoning iby: the ishekél .of rthe! sanctiaryoa
shekiehof itwenty:gerdhs: ¥ Givefosharonsand
his Sons:the monsy.bywhich the excessmumi-

beriofithern is redecmed. 49So-Moses:tookithe
H.nn._mmbwﬂew money-from these who Wereover
and above -those redeemed by thie~Lewites;.

$Bfrom the firstbormof theilsraelitesihe took

thermbrey; one thousandithrée nindred-sixty:

inEles (3.14:515) 5.4 5B et thie Haﬂﬁa Tivestock: dte

- substitutéd for the livestock of the firstborn (see alsov.

45, butch: 18:17):3:43 The number of firstboin-fazles
{22,273 is-very low compared to the cénsusnumbets
reported i 1:17-46..3.46:48 Since-edchilevitecould
rédeernronly onerfirstboriz-miale,wa ransom: iofrfive
shekels each-had-té betpaidifor the 273-abote 4nd bet
yond the: tuinbler vof-Lévites $(uiiléss” that muimber
should actualli-be 300 higheryseewv. 28, 39)i Archzeo-
logical #vidence suggests thattheshekeliitancent Is:

“rael weighed about 114 grams] though it isipossible

that thereiweretwo systems et worksimultdneotisly, s
in-ancient-Mesopotamiaf ardthat - thevshekel iof the
sanctugry{(vi47ywas heavier tharf the’commori-shekel
{sectalso theshekels by the king’s:weight”:in=2-Sam
14126} 3.49--50:The ransom tnoheywill be:paid 3 En
firstbern {v.50}.or'by.aiportienof them (v. 48). -




NUMBERS 3.5124.22

sanctuary; Sland Moses gave the R%Bwﬁon
moneyto Aafon andhis sons, mhno&Sm to the
word. of the Lor “as, @u,m H\owb ‘had:-com-
Emwmm& go%m RIS e
I H:n worﬁrna ‘

.E.R Howu spoke to Moses mwa >mmobv say-

* ing: ?Take 4 census of the Kohathites sepa-

rate frorm the other Levites, by:their clans and
their ancestral houses, 3from thirty. vears.old
up to fifty years-old, all who qualify to-do-work
H&mﬂﬁm to the tent of meeting: 4The service:
the Kohathites refating to the. 85 Om ubwmnhm
concerns: themost holy-things. s
..5.When' the: camp is to- set dE >E.oﬁ mb&
gm sons shall go in and take dewn the sereen-
ing curtain, and cover the-ark of the covénant®
with ity 6then they.shall putionit 4.covering of
finé¢'leather,” and spread over thatacloth all of
blug; and shall put its'poles in place.” Over the
table -of theibread of the Presence they shall
spread-a blue ‘doth; and put on it the plates;
the idishes for incénse,the bowls; and. the
flagons: for the .drink"offering; . the ‘regular
bread-.also:shall- be.:on «ity8then. they- shall
spread over.them d crimson cloth; and.cover it
with-a.covering of firie. Jeather,* and shall put
its poles in.place. 9They:shall take a blue dloth,
and-over the lampstand for the light, with.its
lamps; its snuffers;itstrays; and all thevessels
for oil 'with which- it-is supplied; ¥0and they
shall put it-with all its utensils in a covering 6f
finedeather, ®.and puit it on the carrying frame:
4H10ver the golden -altar they shall spiead-a
blue cloth, and cover it with a covering of fine
Hmm.&ﬂ mu& &Hm& put Hﬁm  poles o place; 124

tha are tised i the mmbn,g and put them.in
ablue cloth, and cover themwith a covering of
mbm leather,” and put them on. the carrying

.1-49 . The second-leviti¢al ‘¢ensus, to determine
9»85@2 of Levites between the ages of thirty and
fift; theryears during which they ate qualified to per-
form! their priestly duties:¢hut-cf, 8.24-26). 4.2—4 In
3.14-37 Gershon was counted first because Gershon'is
the “firstborn” (3.17; 21--26). Here, the Kohathités are
counted firstand aresingled.outfrom the.other Levites
bécause they Have-custody over the most holy things-(v.

4; seeals0i3.31),4:5+14 The most holy ma.bm@ are pres’

wmhnm for the march by Aaron-and hissdns. 4.5 Streens
Sm Eurtain, See note on'3.29; 31. 4.6 The poles for-car-
rying the ark: (Ex 25.13<15)+ 4.7 Tablé of the bread of
the Presenie. See nove 6032931 The plases . -1.drink
offering. See Ex 25:29;°37.16.. The: regular bread-is'the
bread that is. continually orn-the table {Bx.25:30; Lev

thirtyyears old up tofiftyyears old you
oll therh, allwho qualify to doworkin
t of meeting:24This is the service.of the
the Gershonites, in serving dnd bear-
ensy25Theyishall carry-the curtaingof
ebnacle; and the tent of meeting with its
and.the.outer covering ‘of fine
thatiision top of it;;and the screen for
ance of the tent of meeting, #6and the
gsiof the court; ard the-screenifor the
c:of the gate of the dourt thatis around
ernacle and the altar, and their:cords,
sthe: equipment for theiriservice; an
alldoall Emwummam to.be doriewith re-
em:27All the service of the Gershon-
tthecommand of Aaron:and his
thiif they-are to carry, and in all that
o dgj-and you-shall-assign to: their
that they.are to carty: 26This is:the
f the'clans of the: Gershgnites relating
ent:of meeting, and, their responsibili-
tolhe: under Ew eﬂwuﬁmr\ﬁ o.m ESEE.

frame. 13 They shall take.away the ashes:

altar, which are used for Q.R -service there,
mwmmmbm, the forks, the shovels, mu@ theb
Fthe utensils-of the- altat;: ;
spread on it a covering of ‘fine. Hmﬁrmh
shall put its poles in place. *When Aaron:
his sons Have finished-covering the sang
anid all the furpishings of the sanctuaryyas
after that the Kohathites:sh:
cemeto carry these, but theymustmot-té
‘theholy.things, or.they will die. These ar
gmm ofithétent. om Emnnbm ER mpm Hmo
itesareto carry. - e

i wm ‘Eleazar son om ?&.du HFW Huﬂmmﬁ mw ha
nrmmmm of the oil for the .mmﬁ, the Wmmmmn
cense;: the. regular -grain -offering,. -
anointing-oil; the oversightof all thetabern
nmm and m._.:&mﬁ is init, in aﬁ mmuﬂzﬁmm

camp: sets outs,

i

17 Then mam Howu.. m@o.w@ ,Ho..,gomm
Aaron, saying: 18You must not let the i
the clans of the Kohathites be destroyed:
among the Levites. 19This. is-how-youw mu
dealiwiththem in order that they may live
not diewhen they come near to.themast:

-things: Aaron-and his sonsishall go in-an
sign'each to a particular.task or burden; 2
the Kohathitest must not go 4n 'to look:
H.Sq a.EHmm ever: %ou amoment; o&@ﬁ;ﬁ.

for® ﬂrm gmmmh\amv you. mrmm Q.c..ou
their clans and their ancestral houses;
thirty years old up-to fifty years 0ld you
eniroll themy-everyone who qualifiesfo do
leof the tent of meeting. $1This is what
areichiarged to carryasithe-whole.of their
i-the tent.of meeting! the frames-of
ernacle, with-its bazs, pillars, and bases,
g'pillars of the:court all around with
7pegs, -and «cords;. with -all - their
‘and all .their related services and
assign by name the n&ﬁnﬁ that they
ed to’ carry. ®3This is the sérvice of
2 gﬁmﬁm@ the s&% of their
g 8 ﬁwn ﬂma of EmaﬁEmv Eﬁmw
om H%mﬂmwmob of Aaron the wﬁmmﬁ

, ﬁ_m mmm:m&w&“wmmwﬁmﬁ_nq_w*mm
21 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses,saying:
uwﬂmwm_ & census Om the omarom;mm als

ﬁm:m:m &. the hmﬁnmm

ses and Aaron and the leaders ow EW
tion enrolled thé Kohathites, by their
he: ancéstral’ Hwonmmmv mmmnomp thirty
up o mm_% years old, everyone who
for work relating to the:tent of meet-
nd-their enrollmient by clans was. two

s s

24:5-9). 4.8 Poles, for carrying the table (Ex-2
4.9 Lampstand, See 3.31. 411 Golden altar,.fo
ing incense. 5ée note on3.29,31 (its-poles, Ex 30;
4.12 The utensils of the service that are ised in'the
tuary! are. those that are used inside.the tent itself
are most; sacred (Sée 3:31) The Blue- (or violet):
andfine leatherindicate the very sacred status:of
items; which are placed within the tent while the ¢
is at rest: 4.33—14 The altar here is the bronzéaltar
sacrifice in the coutt that. surrounds’ the tabern
(sée'mote on'3.29; 31) with its.utensils (Ex:27!3) an
poles (Ex 27:6+7). 415 Orthey will die. See Ex 19
24 (of Ex 19.12<13);.1 Sam.6.19. ﬁmng.@& inté
b); 2 Sam:6.6-15.4.16 See.3.32, £.19' "Burden, .
which heis:to ‘transport. 4.21-28 The-tenstis.o

&hgg. precise meaning uncertain .

mites aged thirty to fifty and the.items they-are
91ty see 3.21-26. 4:28 As Eleazar issupervisor
hithites and any.work having to do with the
gitself; Aaron’s othet living sony Jthamar (see
aesponsiblg for the Gershonftes and the Me-
3} dndithe rest of the levitical service: 4.29-
‘risus of the Merarites-aged: thirty to fifty:and

NUMBERS 4.23-5.2

thousdnd seven hundred fifty: 37This 'was'the
enrollment of the: clans.of the Kohathites; all
who' served -at.the temt of meeting, whom
Moses -and Aaron enrolled- decording to-the
commandmerit of the: Lorp by Moses. :

38 The enrdllment of the Gershonites, by
their clans and their ancestral houses, 3from
thirty yeats old up to-fifty years old, everyone
whio quialified for.work refating-te the ftent.of
meeting— 4Otheir enrollment by theirclans
and their ancestralhouses was twor thousand
six husidred thirty.41This was the enrollment
of the-clans.of the Gershonites, all whid served
at-the tent of meeting, whom- Mbses-and
Aaron' enrolled: wnno&Em to- Em noEEB&,
ment of the Lorp. :

42 The nﬁo:ﬁmbﬂ om m.a &mﬁm Om the gma.
arites, by their clansand their ancestral houses;
#3from thirty:years old-up -to fiftyiyears-old;
everyone whoqualified for work relating to the
tentiof meeting— 44thejr enrollment by their
clanswas three thousand two hundied. 45T his
is the.enrolliment: of the clans of the Mejarites,
whonr-Moses and-Aaron’ enrolled mnnoa&ﬁm 1o
the commandmient of the Lorn by Moses. -

46 All those who were enrolled of the H.m-
vites, s&oﬁ Moses and Aaron and the leaders
of Tsrdel nE.oHH& by their clans and-their an-
cestral houses; 47 fronx thirty vears old up to
fifty years-old, everyone who ‘qualified 1o «do
the ‘work.-of service ard. the work-of bearing
burdens relating to the tent'of meeting; # their
mmuouﬂaﬂu was ‘eight- thousand: five-hundred

ghty: #9According to the commandment -0f
&5 Lorp through Zommwmp&\ were appointed
to their sevetal tasks of serving or ‘cafrying
mEm EBN WeI mbu.uﬁmm by. EE ds ‘the. Loxrp

_.H “ L ..,,_,\,”“_..9533 weao:m

' The Lorp-spoke to Moses; mmﬁsm NOoH:
) riiand the Istaclités to putout of the'cariip

oné who is Hmwmoﬁv or has a &mormamm,
mhm ﬁd&m Sro is :bnwmmb Enonmw noﬁm&

a En&ﬁm of Heb gns,B.E "B Aterm for: 84& m_au

Em#mﬂw they are to transport; see ¢ 3.33-37, 433 See.
28:-4.36;:40; 44, 48 The numbers here refer-only:to
male Levites aged thirty to fifty; cf 3.22,28,34,39.-

- -5:1—4 The-enitire encampment is treated as sacted
because of :the. presence of the tabernacle;-the place;
the-Lord says, where I dwell among them.(v.3), Any im~
purity;, therefore, ‘that is “contagious” mitst be:kept




NUME ERS: 24:25-25.11

25 Thén; w&»ﬂn ‘sot:up:and iwent back to
his place, andiBalak also went hisway:

S@%r% of mnﬁ of Pegr.

E@ﬁnmmHsﬁwmﬁmﬁmmmﬂ m?g ﬁwm

peoplé.began to-have:sekual relations
with' the-women of Moab: 2Fhese;invited the
peoplettoithe sactifices of: their:gods, dnd the
peoplefateiand bowed dewnitoitheir gods.
3Thus Isracl-yoked-itself ro.thie Baak:of; Pecr,
and the Lorw's-angér was kindled: against Is-
rael. 4The LorD. sdid to-Mdses,, Takesall the
chiefs of the people; and impale them-in the
sun beforé the Loroydn; ordenthatithe ferce
anrger of the LoRprmay-turn awayfrom Terdel”
5And Moses said to the judges-of-Israel;{Each
of yoiuishall kill-any:of your people whi have
wow& therfiselves-to-theBaal of Peor?:

ﬁmu.nm or %nn&n&q w&uﬁcEm&.ﬁnmEﬁm ‘&osm with

Nm.ulunw&_m. ,n@mﬁ&
nH stories mWOﬁﬂ Ta

and Em, combined- rrarrativeris Known. to 3%
: 6.28+31::25, u..,ﬂm._mmnf&me Unﬁ 4.3-4;

ite n}noén

the Honmnna in

mﬁu voveels -this-Word, mo& ﬂmmm wmm.mumm
Egm&ﬁm To have sexual relations with, lit.“ to prosti-

tute themselves with,” which phrase can be used of sex-

ual, relations-or. ofteligiotis-apostasy.. The.women of
Moah..CF. wv. 17-18; 31.15-16:Sacrifices of theirgods,
; (the same Hebiew ivord-can be-used:for both
singular and pluraly-sindejonly onegetismentioned in
¥a3; see: By 106.28-31, whezethese sacrificesare:said to
be partofia cult.of the deadsTHepeopleiate; 1.5 they
participated: ins the-satrifices; ses:, e.g., Ex:32.65 Lev
F1%18;,:1-Sam; 1.4 9:.C L Ly Bx 341516

25.5 Baal, lit-*lord,’ oUmeE az) n@&.ﬁ that cametd
be.used s the equivalent. of a perscral pamefor:the
Syriani stormrgod Hadad, (of. the-Atamean:kings name
Hadadezerj"Hadad is.help,” 2.5am 8:3-12). Peor.is a
place-nammey see 23.28:25.4 fmpale; -sometimes trans:
lated *“rucify’: or. aﬂnﬂam The; harrative :ngwhere
states thattheiexeciion.of the chigfsof the; peapletakes
Place; unless, % 8eis- thesequivalerit,25:5 Moses’, comis
mand:to:the judgesof Israel (some ancient iransiations
Tiave:“tribes of Israel?;-the Hebrew woids: for Stribes”
and;*judges? differ.by only.ong consonant). isnot:the
sariie‘as the Eord’s command ir v. 4. Here Moses-asks
only that the guilty parties beexecuted:Againy thereis

tentyand plerced the two:ofdhent; thesra
-and:d

‘plague were twenty=fowr thousnd: .|

25422615

s THe: Israelites; érodm.ﬂm out oH. ithe tand: Sn
mwﬁun wete:
45 Reubeln; the mnmguog of H&.m& Hﬁm am-
scendantsofReuben: of HanochAthe: dlan-
the Hariochites; of: Pallugthe clan :of ?@._% 1>
luites; 6of Hezrom, therclansof therHezronites;
of:Carmi; the clan of theiGarmites:7THésesare
the clan¥ of:the Réubenitesyithe nuinber&6f
theséenrolled:was forty-three thousand seven
e hundred thisty: #And the descéndanis of Pallu:
Eliab.9The descendants of Bliab: Nerriel, Ddx
than;and-Abiram: These are the Same.Dathati
and. Abirarm; ¢hosen #roir -the:congregation;
who:rebelled dgainst: Mosesiand: Saron in thie
cotpanyof HAonw wherrthey rebélled against
the Lorw; ieant-thel earth opened dts:mouth
and: swallowed:thém upralomg withKorah,
‘when ithat' cortipanyrdied,  swhen: the fire:de-
vouréd itwoihiindred-fifty men; dnd-they-bet
‘camea warning ﬁZogEmﬁmn&bmr.ﬂwm mowm
of: Korah.dith not die,
::12:Fhe: descendants-.of Simeon by their
clans: of Nemuel, the clan of the Nemuelites;
of:Jamin, thé clafi &f the-Jamimnites; ofi Tackin,
the clanofthe Jachinités; 18of Zerahithe clin
6f - the Zerahitesgiof:Shaul,  the stlamiofrthis
Shaulites*14Thesedie the: clans of:the:Simeés
" omites;itwenty-twosthousand twolhwhdred =
15 The children. of Gad by.their clahs:sof
Zéphon;theddn of the:Zephonites; of Haggi,
‘the-clan of the Haggifesyof Shuni;the danof
. Uy ad e

NUMBERS

& Just then bne of the Israclites fcarhe
brought a Midianité:womanintohisfamil
the sight of Moses-aridiin; the-sightse

ehalf that: in: ity Jealonsy-1.-did :not
ie the!Istaelitesi: E.Hrwmmmoawamﬂz

ofshifpand forrhis: descendarits: mmnﬁ.
oﬁwamﬁ of ﬁﬁ_unEmH priesthood;: _uok

they were weépitig at the entranice.of the:t
ofrmeéeting: TWhen.Phinehds:son 'ofEleazar
son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he got up.
left the.congregition: Taking: a:speaz:iry
hand, Sheswentafter the Israelite mairint

her SoEmﬂam,ancmw,.” the belly. .S
plague was stopped 'smongithe people 6
rael: 9Nevertheless thosethat;-diednb

L w_.oﬁﬁ.,.how@ $poke A,Homugo%.mh_;.

Hu.mewﬁJ_pmm nga‘_umnw

nb%ﬁm?&dﬂ he

ﬂraﬁ. Ew\a mrmémm gm&rcﬂ the. mm%
1 mnm tha Hmm&ﬁmm_ from Peox?

EOmmm-mﬂ@.S,.mwmmmﬁ SOR: QH &W@ﬂ aum

done in the amru of Mosés'takes Ghd special Signiifié
then. Bven though Moses was aware ‘of the offens

did wo.mabm muu_.‘wﬁ it 41 5-18 m._” wﬁ«ﬂ g&

[ mmw mEm togoto Sﬂu mgo%m mbm E-
thi Hﬁmmwmwowm withithenuin thé pldins
y-theTordan! < Say
leif  from

Hebrew Bible; of. ¥x 34.15-16; Deut 7

13:Althovghithetdasé is ot givenumtily, 8y
ple were apparently weeping at the eritrdice of the t
meéeting because of a plague, Once the two stoti
this chapter are combined, the plaguc becomes a
ishmeng for.the worship of the:Baalof Peor {seeq

having been carried outly, and theipeople arewee
ancﬁmumwaﬂaMm_w%@mnmﬁapao %@,roﬁa% : etual. @umamnam‘ mmo m_mo

.cﬁ.#ﬁ.@ﬁ?&ﬁ.ﬁg

55t 20:22-29: 258, The Hebtew siord &
here isnot %@Ec&bwﬁuu fact; this Eonm&_%@m

Hebrew:Bible: aEﬂvan The meaning iscuncexrtain
itwvag probably-adomed téntithasbeen suggested

course, Orsormmel positioning. in which the twoibo
8&& be mmmwnma with one mﬁﬁmm of ﬂwm%mﬂ. Thri

15 dpn event .Umnoamm mam %‘oﬁu&m mou wuﬁmw ofith
ronite prigstly-family {see-1,Chsi 6.3-15;:49-~53):an
idirectscriticism. of Moses, who.appatentli-fatle

of E,mmww% chsl 1321 :
& this point a new gﬂs census is. taken,
the census in ch. 1, and:from this point:the

@26,
u@"aﬁﬁ_ See n? 5 Nm E1:0n the Korakites, seemoteron




NUMB ERSS 35:26~36.13

holyi ol 26Butif the slayershall at dny+timle go
putside: thébounds -of sthe otiginal city: of
refiuge, 27and s found-by theavenger of blood
outside the bdundsof the:cityof refuge; and is
killed by the averiger, né. Eoo.mmﬁ_.?mwus berin-
curred. 28For the slayer must remain in the
cit§ of réfugé {intil the death'of the high priest;
but:afterthe deithiof the Emr.@ﬁmmdmﬁ &m.v..ma
Smﬁmﬁnﬁ home:’ :

29 Thésé things shall'be a-statute mnm 9&.
nance:for syourthroughout your. mmbmamﬁowm
SWmHmsw. youliver 7

T30 If: :atiyone! Idlls: mbo\&mh &m BE.&QQ.
K&Hmz ‘besput to"deathl.on the-evidence of wit-
. vﬁ.ﬁ,no one: mrmm w_o@ﬁ 8 %a& ignthe

urderer: fhust be- ﬁEwS &mﬂ& mNZoH mrmm
one who has-fled 'to m

yotr m,nn,m@ﬁ&mumowu, Hfox
QJo om. H.nms

.‘,.mm%o..naww: ot Hu%ﬁﬁmag AHME&,E. EE%
%aﬁ.&ﬁu moH..Eodmﬂemﬁmw the Eﬁ&ﬂ@ﬁo.mﬁ

thatisshisdiz {
who shedrit! 3¢ You shall notdefile thieland in
s&pnw M\ds Eﬁ 5 ﬁ&ﬁr Talso %qn: meH»H Eo

@5 _&amnmﬁ&m&m om O;mma

i achit son mrgnbmmmmrg wof: the
Hommﬁwhm.,. clans, came  forward andispokein
the ﬂammmug of go%m:mﬁa 9@;8%5..5«.

EH_rm Loz noBE,mbmn%HEmHo&_ to
for inheritance by lot to theJsta-
elites; | and:my: lord:was commanded by the
Lorp to give the inheritance of our brother

N&owrm&m& 1o his amﬁmgﬂ.@ 3But if they:are

il ETEmﬁ,mdmm\mm deathatoties for thé! vietim’s
: Eoonr mmm,.,mwmo‘_omw.mo 6T theldller! 'steps olztside the
s th mo?&g is released:again dnd the

avénfer-is justified in ‘destToying:ithe catise bf poltu-
ion; cfi-2 Sam19.18-23; Kings-2:36—46.35.33 . ol-
z e Tinds See 35.25-28;Gen 4:10+11:35:34 The
F&m;,mm&ouﬁ,amomﬁmaﬁru_ﬁo&‘ dwells therei See 514,

2 11 36:1:See’ 27,14 36.2 ‘Brother.
Fhe cotmplaint-ih this vérsesas
roperty becariie er<husband’s
upon arridge;In'such 4 case;the solution if27.7-8
that-ddughters could-inkerit might medn-that andes-

“elites  comesythen: their -inheritance: will

-which- they have

miarried intoanotherIsraelite tribe; then th
inheritance will betaken frotivthe inheritan
of our antestors:and;addeéd o the inflerita
of the tribeinto:which theyrnarrysse itwill
taken-aweay-fromsthe allotted: portion:of!
inheritances4 And wiien the jubileeiofihiels

added ! to: the -inher itance vof - the Lﬁ&m_”E

tancewill be'take

%u%._ummn
mmﬁwmﬂéﬂ%ﬁrmﬂw@ﬂmm marrie u.uwoiwmﬂ
infigritdnce tof the Israelites {shall be; tz

ferred frdmeonetribeto Bwo%.ma .moa.\.mh 1Is
Eww Wmﬁ H@g Eﬁﬁbmﬂnmunm_ om 9 ,‘

5 nQHv sing.the-canonical &ﬁme .HonF or: _.umﬁmﬁnnw The. .bmSmu SF&, Rmmng En
esignation-deuteronomion-{meaning “second Hmél_mésu.qvabaﬂmgmm&a_uoowuno.vm
unt of Mosestwork as legislator, supplementing; and. completing the 84&50# of
ﬁ& law: mpmﬂ voqmﬁ gt goﬁn Hozeba. mmnmamﬁob v&,.ow.m ksee L3 % Hw E 5:22—6:3

ﬂuﬁmwmﬁ& 3 Em H.ngméﬁmgm,gmwa_ww ﬂuﬁm Hu H@gmr ﬂ.m&ﬂohﬁﬁm A_”uoo Hm.&mo ,
e generally known by its.opening phrase, %elleh, xa&%ﬁﬁﬁ. “These are thewords
yshortened.to dévarim (5] ;
eronomy:isthe:oaly part of; the Pentateuch’ 8 &wﬂﬁ@w itself: HEH v E& wm@amﬁm&% as

Lof:Mo Egm ?mﬁ&?ﬁﬂ@&ﬂm& law?in the Zwmi

zaly, Hogléh;: Mileah, and:Noh;:
of Zelophehad; married sons-
brothier$: 12 They were mariied intc: the:
of! the descendarits opn Kmbmmmmw moh om Ho%

<.

Emw,s.mm nonHmwmmeﬂ Huobax AS. ,neumﬂﬁﬂob VER&,\HOMQV amem. ]

el across the Jordan;, enacts for'the people asa; mpoﬂEmﬂﬁ guide to; gmﬁﬁoéewwmm exisy
Em national homeland EQ are about to" Onnq%% Hs mroﬁw this mﬁrozﬁmﬂdm torahis a

4 m 23315 34.20;,0f, Num 12.6~8). From. this, vmﬂmwmﬂp<m Deuteronomy is notmerely a,
ical appendixito- mum%mbﬁmmmﬁ&w& ‘narratiye. of Israel’s prehistoryand pelitical forma-:
ler the Jeadership of Moses - Rathersas Moses’ legacypar excellerice Peauteronomy s the
tivekeyito the Pentateuch understood as 4 whole to- preseryethe mg&hm qumHmﬁob om
moH g.a Oﬁmoﬁm&mo ofthe cOVenant wmoEm w5

Eommﬁo,zwm_wnmmrﬁmm E.Em @mﬁm cm Eo.‘.
the qo&ma mﬁmﬁ&po n

uo" moE,_. Qab mpa E_unmm..a

Fmr__ 1.7-8; Ma mwwv ‘_Umﬁﬁonmﬂﬁ
n-the. mogmﬁ Humowuwﬂwu Sbmaahm., om thie

iy grotip fow-else forfeit:their property} i
among societies with- patrilined] inheritarce Jatw
liding otherandtent Near Eastern sociéties::

mwn_v...mm..p,amwwm.@r.movmm.ﬁsm&_&.,.,p“

JoshuaJudges, Em.m\_mm&ﬁr&wna

T3¢ 120225 2,800 7 429551 mamm.,m..?p.p 13, 129-3941.1-16, 2 Kings,
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DEUTERONOMY Introduction r 2!

17.7-23; 21.1~23.27). For this reason these books are also known as the Deuteronomistic Hi
tory in contemporary biblical scholarship. Many believe that UmﬁmaoﬁoB% at one stage duzing
its Yiterary formation was an integral part of this national history, before it was mmﬂmnr,& and
corporated into the Pentatench. In its dual character, both remembering. Israel’s past an
preparing for its future, the book occupies a pivotal position, both literarily mum.mgmowomﬁnmﬁ
in mﬂn canons of W«ﬁmr mba Ornmﬂmﬂ mnﬁwﬂhmm Ammmu &g, Emmwé of:Mdses mﬁ@.ﬂwm,%womrmﬁ

mmm 2 wmu% 18. ul

ot ;and tribal mEnHmv gom

h:e,aa\ QSE&% EE&:& E& m.::n%& noimzﬁ

DEUTERONOMY 15 CAST in the form of a series of testamentary speeches and. Acts of Moses. Fg
editorial prefaces or superscriptions (1.1-5; 4.44-49; 29.1; 33.1) announce the 80&8&
segments of the work and describe the particular character and content of each major part.
first-part (1.1-4.43) consists chiefly of Mosaic memoirs on Israel’s @HOHOﬁmmm. journey from
Horeb/Sinai to the plains of Moab in Transjordan (1.6—3.29), followed by a hortatory &mooﬁ
on Israel’s destiny as God’s people {4.1-40) and a brief narrative. mﬁwwb&x @...ﬁ..mmv ..H.Wm 88
ond and central part of the book (4.44-28. 68) m:w&mwmm thie coverianital ‘torah, introdiicing 2
systemiatically'atticulating the divinely atithorized “polity” that Tsraél must HEMHmEmHE_n
to-securé its‘Collective ‘wommw& existerice ‘ay'the peaple 'of God. This central Section:has thr
miajorisubdivisions: a review and-exposition of the basic-terms of the Horeb' covenarit-{
11.30);promulgation of the tomplementary Statutory rilings {11:31-26:15); _mma, a eolléc
of rites of covenantal tafification and sanction (26.16-28.68). The Em@mﬁ.& E@voow..@
32.52)describes anothet; supplemeritary covenant that the: Ford: charged ,?,H.Omww. to-miake s
thieTsraelites ifi Moab. This covenant stiessesthe social -and tultigenérational inclusivene
Israclagwell as tesponsibilities of its individual citizens. Tt includes reports of thie comimissio
ing of Joshua as Moses’ successor and of flie written consigniment of the torak, and iteHds wi
the tecitation of Moses eloquent “Song” of Witness & Isfacls future generations: The for
and final part of the book (33.1-34.12) Coritains Mosek! ﬁmmgwwﬁﬂﬂgmmmgmﬂ om.Ew,,mmm.
tribies'and an acconst of his death and burial, with @ conchiding epitaph Maintenance 6
covenant nw&wmoﬂ,mrmﬁ between Tseael and its &ﬁna sbvereignt m.z.odmr the ruléof. mmmr and
SHEE ﬁrm noEEﬂE@. is’ m.Em the Humbasup_ concern of UmﬁmwosoE% Tl

mswim at m::.mw_ wnnn:&.

are the-words that Moges: %&6 te
dll Tsrael'beyond. the Jordan—in. the wil-
' the-plain opposite Suph, between
and-Fophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Di-
(By the . way of MountSeir-it takes
days to"-reach’ Kadesh-barnea - from
3In the fortieth year, on thie first day of
eventh mornth, Moses spake to thieTsrael-
as'the Lornhad commanded him to
them: 4Lhis was after he'had defeated
thon of ‘the Amorites;who reigned in
bon; " and- King ; ®g' of ~Bashan, who
in‘Ashtaroth and* in Edrei. SBevond
aniin the Jand of Moab, Moses under-
xpound this law asifollows: . -
Eorp:our God spoke tous.at H.HoHo_u

“You rmﬁ mﬁm%mm Honm msosww at Ea

The ?.mmmon gaﬂnmﬁmm Zo%m opeping mm-
6-4.40 to bé an Gﬂvcmnoqmﬁméo& to this
ich is the Deuteronomic torah directly in-
ed in 4 44. 1.1 These are fhe words and the ab-
ords Q,Eunns &S\ndiu are often mmmm 25
’s E..W in Hﬁﬁmr tradition (e ..Fﬁ.omﬁn_uobu
topposite Suph ‘and folloWing ﬂowouﬁdm tnay
tiiral dmphitheater in 'the valley near Beth-
-29. 1.2 Pethaps a comment on 1.19. Mouni
Edomite, highlands flanking the. rift valley
Dead Sea southward. Once thought to be the
refuge of Petra, Kadesh-barnea 15 now usn-
ntified with the oases of ‘Ain-al-Qudeirat in
Sinai. ‘I Deuteronomy - and: some: other
o Ex 3.1) Horeb i5- preferred over “Sinai” a$

for the wilderness mount.of revelation:: 0m
1,21, L3 The datey countingfrom, the first
Ex 12.2), wheén Moses <completed hiswork as
kesinar, 1:4 As preliideto the campaign west
das; these victories windicate Iszael’s trust-in
S%mnﬁ mnm m mmlm mm k ﬁmipm Q. Hum

m oE,nmm n:m maga\ c.w Q:ﬁomﬁa: e e
ATTHOUGH DEUTERONOMY BXHIBITS remiarkable mowmamhwm in m,o.Bmwmmo,; with Enﬁnnmn
books of the Pentatenclisit ‘catinot be considered-a dnitary literary E&cmwgm_ﬁﬁwm.
dence of the book'indicates several stages of growthidnd editing. Among the sources-u
composition ate eatlier’pentateuchal narrative traditions, the Decalogue (which appears!
form different from that of Ex 20), legislation in-the=“Book of the Oo%bmbm,..,ﬁmx.molm&
gether with the supplefeént-in Ex33-34; moﬁm&o&%..omemmwﬁww and ciirses; andithe poe :
chs:32-33¢ B&o:mm.mogm\ of the antecedent traditions mnay-be older, the iajor stagés-
noﬁmamwmau&., History of the book can'withisome:confidence be dated to the'two nmuﬁnn%
tween the fall'of Samaria {721 BCE) and the beginning of Ea?anmb restoration (Ca5358
aftér'the exile to Babylonial Since the éarly rinéteenth’ century; eritical mnr&mﬁmp.@&mm t
convincing case for relating at least the ceritral portion of the ook to the ﬂmeﬁﬁmﬁw reco
from the Jerusalem templé archives during the reign of King Josiah (621 8ce): Sothe’of

9 Kommm Emaoﬁ feview Swﬁ rmwwmb& ﬁo
idwhy during the post-Horeb epochof his ca-

‘DEUTERONOMY 1.1-10

eristicprovisions of tHe vor@ beara close correspondence to reforms attributed to-that
see 2 Hﬁﬂmm wmlmwv who'séems to vm:qm retiewed the efforts of NSm mwmmmamr a nmbﬁﬁ%
m Q: 29— wc %mﬁ the H.anﬂﬁ& moiﬁ.om voow onﬁm t0'an mﬁrn sets
_ug the oEmH Koﬂﬂn HuorQ may: rmﬁu. gmu set’ .&Ezu an, maumaamm mBBo of Moses’
1y addresses to Israel. Authors must-be: sought among those who bore particular re-
ility m@n Sa trarsmissioz,; Eﬁ%aﬂmﬁo? and E%ngmuﬁmﬂou of the Mosaic legacy of
ttal torih. Eﬁwozmr Hmmob&&m mamcnpmanm rmﬁw been set wowmu on dwﬁmﬁ. om n.o‘w& mnh&mm,
ely are nwn.mm identified in aun voow ;m&m mw ."Haﬂﬁnmw
whose functions incladed wn.&Q& decision making'and instriction as well as officiat-
oH&EU @mm mmw w m Hw mu m Ho 31. m Hu mw m ZV ? Um..,.z znmem :ﬂ u

Hoﬁﬂan qw%uwbm ‘your journey, mﬂa gointo
the hill country of the Amorites as well-as into
the neighboring regions—the Arabah, the hill
country, the' Shephelah; the Negeb, and the
seacoast—the land of'the Canaanites and the
Lebanon, as far as the great.river, the river. Eu-
wramﬁm. $See, Lhave'set theland befare you go
in-andtake possession of the land that T2swore
fo your mﬁnmmﬁo? to.Abraham; to Isaaciand to
Jacob, to give to them. mua to their &mmnmsamma
after them” .+ . T
mﬁﬁoﬁzzmi of szh: hgmma

9 At that time I said to you, “ am unable by
myself to bear youw 10The Eorp your. God has
BEEE& %oF S0 Eﬁ ﬁomﬁ. %og are’ mm, -

4 Gk mﬁé.m noawma _.amw Hm H.Hnw Hm% §m m m
the: HEG

resr: ﬂum nEmm lesson' {5 that Tseael’s national well:

being requires strict observance of all that God coni-
mands. 1.6-8 The-order to depart from Horeb (see v,
wu was an oracular mnBEcum o, E..‘mma E.i Qccupy: mﬁ
wnogam onmHmbm west of Em Hoamw Cf. Ex33.1-

1.7 The kil country of the Amprites Hm_mo 1 GINS mwa.
the land df the ‘Caiaanites (¢f'Bx 13.1% Tzek 16.3),
nogbnawgeﬁ termis for westeri ‘Palestine,; using gen-
eral maﬂmumﬂomh for the land's pre-Tsrzelite occupants.
Gomponant regions are the Arabak (the. Jordan rift
valley), the central highland’ ridge, the western hills of
the Shephelal;, the Negeb slope of southern Judah, and
the” Mediterrancan coastal  plain: Territory to the
northeast, called: the. Lebanon range, which-extends
into Syria-toward the upper reach of the Fiphirates,
was controlled by Aramean ‘states during: most-of the
earlierTron Age; Tsrael claimed hegemony oveér the re-
glon. in+the ‘era of the Davidic-Solornonic: erfipire
(2 Sam 8.3--12;1 Kings 4:21; 24) and dnnmw dgain in
the hejday of Jeroboam II's reign (2 Kings-14.25),
1.8 Diivine proxmise of the Iand to Liraelsancéstors. See
Gen13:14~17; 15:12—21; 17.8; 26. 4-5;28.13-14. 1.9~
18 Before'setting out, 4 plan of military comimand and
tribal fudiciary ‘was implemented to lighten Mbses’
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tightandgoodin thesight of thelLorpysothiat - occupy,. Eﬁ?ﬂﬁwﬁw.ﬂ@mﬁﬁﬁ% Hwﬂ_n.__.oﬁw
itmay: goswellwith-yo, land wS&mﬂ%ﬂ..Emﬁ moam.@annl%@.‘Fﬁﬁmﬂ,@m ﬁ.mmm ite
goin and.ocecupy:thégood landthdt the Lorp  Atnonites;: Emm“@mummun»m, E.E mﬁﬁﬁﬁ
ﬂéua&o.%oﬁn ancestors to giveryouy Mthiust:  Hivitesydnd } the Jebusites, an,éu_ it
ing out all your. oﬂmbﬁmm fromibefore:you,as mightier-and more. miimerous :th ;

?and :whefi: the ‘Logp! your: God gives.
w&c E ﬁEn o over \8 %oc Q&. %ondmmwmﬁ 935» mrg

gﬂ.._,,mwﬁoé

EmEﬂwSm_ ovenant QQBHQ
Lcormn
and
s m.ﬁﬁ own @mgcn 98@ a&uo -
He doés not delay butrepays.intheif
ersorthioseswho reject him 11T here:
erve! &bmmﬁé\ the commandinesit=—"

: am

w

mum \&Pmﬂmﬁﬁnm mﬁm the oaﬁmdnmw EE the 2.:& ,Eﬂ.?mu% mroé ﬁrmﬂn,so miere
Torp.oun God hascommarnded youd? 25then Sﬁmﬁ.ﬁng with Eﬁ? m@bw FOLLL i
you shallisdy te your-children; fWé were- Phar+  to-their sous-or ,ﬁwgm?»ﬁ Amgmrﬂﬁﬁm mmm ¥

aol's stavesin Egypty but the Howu broughtus. sons, 4for that Wotlld turn alay your ¢
; 22 hekorp from. mo:odﬁnmpﬁmv ftorserve: oﬂrwu momm.%p

ayed before: alirreyes great: andrawésome  the: anger siof -the: Lorb: wouldi:be
MMMMW %mﬁ&féoﬁ&oam m%mm.:m“n Egypt,--against against youyand wméocinmwmn.dwﬂoﬁﬁwd‘
Pharachednd: -all:his houselold. ZZHebrought 5But:this s how you: must deal: sa__.bnEmE

{1 outifforn thererinorder to'bringdsit, to  break-dowrixtheir altars,

-smashirtheir
Ve A ;2 and bin:
véisthe land that he promised-ontoath to  hew down theirsacred. poles;* an
mﬁdﬂn&ﬁo& 2 Hﬁmﬁ&uﬂ Tokpicommanded  {dols: withfire; 6 Foryou-aré. a people: ,&SH
usto: ovmnp.ﬁ?m:f&mwmmﬂﬁﬁmm to:fear-the the Lorp yourGody Em_ﬁow.,c %eaw,.
ﬁowb 65. Qo&;med our Hmmﬁﬁm me_ & 50 as] 8 nWommu. %oﬁ out _@m m.=,‘ the wnoﬁmm o earth:

- ancestors; M3t will -Jove iyou;
and: E%@H%ﬁes_&nmsépgm% the
ur:wonib-and the: fruit vof voiir
urgrain’ and yourswine and your
meyeasé bf your cattlé and the issuerof.
in gnmwﬁm.mﬂwﬁrm swore: to - youf
i h. 14 You: shall beithe most,,
orith ,HEEQ. ssterility ot
among you ‘or. | your: Iivestock:
will turnaway fom yot every ill«
the: dread;diseases of Egypt that you
, I SE not inflict on you, but he
Fo1. 16Y6u shall
Lorp your God
049, tolyouy showing thém: 10 pifys
ot'sérve their gads; for thit-would

mpo..mmémmﬂ Om__&p.@mowumm.. ﬂa\imm&mnwﬁmm
Lorp loved you and kept the o,m.mu itha

+3. mmnm.mu;mmymwmﬂ%mﬁwlm I
9.20).72 Uttérlydestroy The Yan is w&m&,.&ﬁ&n
(cf 20.16- 18 Josh 10.40; 11.11-12) that,

chesis illustrates observance of the instruction in 6
9,i.e;howa new mmﬁmumﬂoa %o&a be Hmm to mnrboi.

Nlmm.
God’s HmDoﬁm &mﬂ ».on H@Hw&v “weli- ,amﬁmannm ,,mu.n Zo covenarnt. mmm ;m,Mwww :
wmo.mmq 3141 maqommwhmiu »22):6.21-23 Wel The 11:19;Tudg .w wuo&ugﬂoﬂ &Eﬁﬂumﬂhmmm
namwoumﬁwwnnsunp noummmﬁou&wmna Qﬁonmnﬁ&, mmm mua m#
&me 26510

1).7.8 See 5.6. Redeemed, mEmbn%m.n& or
ES 9:26; (E572118;-24. 183 ¢f: Nigm
;i 7.9 Bchioing’ 5.10(cf:
4.2}, Faithful, ﬂnm\néoﬁgx

diligene: cn IS 89.14-2598.8; Tsa- 49,7,
ayaliy it “the: covenarit Tiebrew: ‘berit]and
adfast Tove [Hebfew! chesed]- {als v HMV cE
: 58924528, 33-34; Tea 54, 10;°55:3;
10°Af emphati¢. Yevision sof 5:9b(cf. Bx:
W8 Thstead 6f corpotatepunishmant
ght affect several geriérations, vetribition for
Ovenair Istiovrtargeted dgdingt individudl
"4 er. wH 2930, 32:18—19; Ezek
i 28414 Bx 2525206,
echief: mmﬂnEHE.mm Hwno&ﬁgmdm Cau
71 14:23; 18045 28525 of. Flos 2: 8.:22).
af Bgypt; .ﬁunmnamzésﬁﬂwrm& by-the
Ex9.3;9 nmw.Un,En JA8127,60; B 15265 Am
6 Stare to yo. See 12. 29--32; of. 7.25; Ex

@E @. mo_ Hm Nov mmﬁ\_ ﬁ_um Howmw.,mﬁﬁomwﬁ,..,
wawnﬁnmw E&,Umﬁmﬂononza muhonax :.w. o
16.21+22; 18.9~14} which Hnmonmﬁmmﬁﬂﬁw..ﬁﬁﬁm S
mwi@ﬁo&qgm@mmggmsﬁo&mwa .WE

e {16 HvawN mm 143 m...N 24
71-6Predorip-  (see textmo D
e On:nnzamm iy geuﬁtﬁmwwé 7,1 His m@&wﬁ&.ﬁpmmm@ﬁ&ann% 45@ ﬁ@mom&mwmnw%
bein maﬂwﬂn 18bek fof Isradl’s prededéssors-(ofl ﬁnm mx z
Daﬁ, 101552335 wew &m mwf@c ZﬁB m.m 285 Hamv »H A

et

%ntoa.mma E 213 ¢

- e @ 186)5 mgm %ﬁwﬁu& Aol og
o ma.wam?aq S ; ial NIFTT6 m,.o%

13757347305 Josh 171 55 Tudg 1.4-5)-add! _.mﬂnmm,_..ﬁmwam.
TebusitesYcf: Josh15.63;12: Sam 5.6-8)..Hivizes) w.&.rwwm.,
fromrnorthiSyria; ate associated with Shechenmand the
Gibeonite-titles | (¢l Gery 34:2; . Josh: 951 =¥;ifudgr3:3; rmnap

DEU T BERONOMY 7.9-26

"_r [

bow can' T &m@ommmmw
18do not b’ &w&m of themy, Just re-
Emﬂvmw swhatthe LoroyourGod-did o Phar:
2to-alt-Egypt,-19thesgreat trials: that
yaur! aﬁmL saw; the signs-and: wonders; the
mighty ‘hand: dndvthe outstietched catmy. by
which theéLorp your.Ged ] broughtiyou eut!
TheLiornyourGod willl:do the Sarne to all the
peoplesof whomiyou areafraid; “2Moreover;
the Torp %oﬁ Godwill: sendrthe pestilenice?
against them;uatiteven the survivorsandthe
fugitivesTare: desttoyed: 2kHave: no-dréad of
them, for the Lorn. %oﬁ. God,"who ispresent
with you,is o gréat and awesome: God, 22The
ill clear mSm% thiese matioms
Em %E&p %os s.E ﬁcdva me

o pmmﬁ_mﬁ Howu YOu: Qem §m glves Emﬂ
over 10 you; and thiow:them fhto-greit panic;
uitil they'are-destroyed. 45 e: SE&mbm ithet
kingsrovér'to you ‘and youkhall Blotiout theit
name fron under hieaveny o omewill be ablé
torstand- mmEbmH youy usril FOur: rﬂ.admmnoﬁm
, theny. 23 Thie' irmages “of their: gods yoir shell
" burmwith-fire: Do ot covet, the silver; orthe
gold that is on'them andstakerit for yourself]
because yoicould bé ensriated by itr-for ftis
abhorrent: to.the Lore your God: 26Do:not

bring-airabhoertent thing irite' your-house; or
youwill be set apart for destructionslike it You
; for dt-isset

must utterly detestiand abhof'
gpartfor d m\ﬂcnﬂob

23, mmlwm 34.12-16; Fn_m 2. m. qhu‘lum HEEanQm.
tion (the onﬂ;nn therné):
1.28=30; 9 mlm.twem_u
253, 9+-10: %20 Pestilence; ﬁﬁ&mwm a Hﬁmnmvwowmou#ﬂr
ror 4s.4 weapoly of divirle-warfdre (cf/12.25] 32.23524;
EX 15.14-716;28.27-:28; Josh: Mm\_ww.. Hab35). 722 HRF
by Histle. CF VEx-23(29-30;
723 Paric. Cf28.2
1125012335 of Josh-1L
bl 8ee'9.21;1 Hohmm

13,15 @aiown%mw%?mumb&mum mocoiﬁm.wmosmabm
foresbiadow Joth'6118-19 ahd the-dftermathy i
of: Tudg 8245073 1724 Abhbrient io thel

lebel used to proscitbe: muEmmv ‘practices; and*persons
deeied fravidiilent, aonn.onp ‘ot -otherwise thorally
tepughamt {e.gs 12:31;17. ;Hm 125-22:5; 23,185 mi
25163 Prov! i
8.2 - Desthuction;or awmb Eowﬁ% %maﬁw mma uo\na
OMIZB3EE0 Font . AT L RO
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you:shatleat.theretin the presence of the Tiorp
your.God, you: and yourhouseholds-together,
rejoicing in all the zsmmﬁmwabmm Eé?nr Em
Loro your-Godhas blessed yowio: i

n87¥ou-shall inotiact -as wesare. mﬂSm ﬁmam
today; salliof.us. aceording to-our -own desires;
Jfor, you have-not yet:.comeinto the:rest and
the possession that the:Lorn: your:Ged:s. giv:
ing’ you.. .}'When ‘you. cross sover-/the Jordan
andlive in.the land:that the Lorpryour Ged:is
allotiing teyoupand:when he gives-you.rest
from your enemiesall aroundsoithat youlive
invsafety; 2ithensyou shalb-brifig. everithi
thatkcommandyoirtothe place that the Torn
youl-God-iwill: chopse <as a rdwellingfor -his
name;-jour; bumnt offerings. and. your: sacriz
fices, your tithessand: your.denatiois; and ail
your choidé:votive gifts. that:you vow- to.the
Lorp..12A0d you shall:tejoiee beforeithe Lorn
your God, you together with your sons and
your &Emwﬁmau your male .mbﬂpnmuu&m &m.,..mmu

iy

and ‘the Levites. who reside in your.towns
(since they, have no allotment or inheritance

13/ Take: om_..mhpmﬁ %oFmo.no omﬁ %oE,. urmt
Ommmﬂﬂmm_ atany: place you Wm%mbéo see: Kwﬁ

15:18-21;.80:2~15; A 44-5).-12.7 Emphasis on dn-
clusive religious. celebrations is. nwmhmnﬁmnmﬁo afuthe
Déutereiogiic.polity (of. 1212 184 26-27;
¥5.205:16.1L, ¥4; 26:11): 12:8-12 ;,P.HEH.QH&“&&O.
tion issnadebetween-divergent practices today.and the
unification-ofworship that will ‘becarme notmative for
settleddsrael. 12:.8:We areacting- L. all of uswctording te
our. awn desires; Jit; each persod:(doing) svhatiis right
chisown. Sight? individual: willfulness.reigns «{(cf
Judg:17.6; 21.25) rather than:divineaofhority whatds
zight-and good: imthe sight.of the Loroy.cf. 6.18;:12.25,
28 12:9-10:Rest and .o.:possessiot, sequre-territorial
dominion:(see notes od 311 &:20; T1.24;¢£.33.28~29)
Acchrding to-developed-Deuteronorticitradition,. the
conditfonswere only.metavith:the creation-af David's
empire {cfi. Josh 23.1-5;2.5atn 7.4+16; 1 Kings 5i3~5;
8:56)12:1 rﬁ adwelling for his name, betterto-estabe
s hise seenote ons k2.5, 12,12 Lévites,See
01 10,895 18:1~8.-12%:13-19.Two. ey func:

nétesi
tiongl distinetions are made here, enm‘ngnm;\.mﬂmaw
cultic:“places”. (of: Bx 20.24;:1-Sam. 7.16;.Jpsh:22.10-
34)ywhich arenot or o longer te be used for sacrifi-

towas, according to theblessing:that the
your God has given you; the uncléan:an
clegn may eat'ofit; as-they would-of gazelle
deer-46The-blood; however, you must ot e
you shallpeuritoirton thé gtound Jike:
17 Normhayyou.éat withinyourtowns it
of:vour-grain; your- wine: and: yolrsofl;:
fizstlings of your herds'and yout-focks;amn
yourvotivegiftsthatyouvowyoutfreews
ferings;: or your :donations;:1#these-you:s
mﬁ é;&a %Hmmmanmbm ‘Em\howb %eﬁ God

children afte? youybecarise you do
ghtfit the! sight :of the Lorp:
od mﬁﬂugm Emﬁ e, duefriom !
@ﬂhm,ﬂo m.ﬁ

mpm.ﬁoww_ sé, n?uomm\ 27You ishall
.QEH ommHEmmu o&p..%m meat
004 théltar of‘ihe Lozo your
Hoo@om%oﬁ other: mmmamnmm shiall vm

vites residefit: in-your: townss 1¢joicing
preséncedf theLorp your God imallour)
dertakings:12Take ¢are thatyouwdomgiineg
the Levite-as:longag youldive inyolrdand:

20 When the Lorp your God enlarges

SHE..Q»WV T.m rm,w ?owgm&_%oﬁg%mo A0 mwmumvonﬁk
. st &%Qmmmmm anu,,érmﬁ you haverdis:

m& mme.mb& E@H MEQH”H&E

%o: wmﬁm ﬁ&m amm:,m m&m Em Emnm a&pmu
Lowrp your God will choose to put his nam

Dot inquire : neﬂmaﬁuu.nm - mm Hw, mo%,
low did these natiofis worship:theit
also want't0:do theisame 1 You must

clal worships.and:the choseny:place)fand the oth
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away. from you, from one end, of the-earth to
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first“decry” or ¥publicly chazge” a culpritithereby ini-
tiating:judicial: proceedings that may result:in capital
punishment:carried out-'by-accuser:and- communal
court.{cf. 17.4-7; 21.18~2%; 22.20-24; Josh 7:10-26;
1 Kings 21.8-14). 13.11 Publicized exécrition in such
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initiative to ‘gather emipirical evidence (séel 17.4,/9;
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JOSHUA 1.1-18. . .
.. ..God’s Commission to Joshua ' ' Preparations for the Invasion ies Sent to Jericha. - - ...
H—,. - After the death of Moses. the. servant of 10 Then Joshua commanded the officer:
L. theLokp, the Lorp spoketo Joshua son of people, 11“Pass throngh the camp, an
Nun, Moses” assistant, ‘sajing, 2“My servant 'mand the people: Prepare your protvisions:fa
Mosés-is dead: Now proceed to ‘cross the Jor-  in three days you aré to cross‘over the Jo
day; you and all this people, into the land that to go in to:take possession. of the landf
[ am giving to them, 'to the Tsraelites. 3Bvery Lorp your God gives you to possess’ .
place that the sole of your foot will tread upon 12 To the Reubenites, the Gadites, :
U'have giveri ‘to you, as I promised to Moses.  half:tiibe of ‘Manasseh Joshi “said,
From the wildernéss and the'Lebanon ds far “member the word thit Moses the serv
as the great river, the river Fuphrates; all the :-theLorp. commanded you, saying; ‘The
land of the. Hittites; to. the. Great Sea in the , your God is providing you a place of
west shall be your territory. SNo one shall be | will give you this land” 1*Your wives, you
able to stand against you all the days of yoitt “ones, and your livestock shall Feniain in
life: As I was with Moses; so T will be with Yoi; 1and that Moses gave you beyond th Jor
Lwill:not-fail you-or forsake you: 6Be strong. -But allthe 'warriots-among you. shall
and courageous; for you shall put this people - ‘over armed before your kindred and sh:
in possession of the land thiat I swore to their. . them, 15until the Lorn gives rest to y;
ancestors to give thiem. 7Only be strong and” dréd as well a5 16 you, and they foo tal
very courageous, bejng cazeful t0 act in atcor- #'session of the larid tHat the Lorp yg
danice with alf the'law that'my servant Moses “giving theni; Then you shall rétirfi to
commanded you; do not turn from it to the .own land and take possession-of it, th
right hand or to the left, so that you may be.. that Moses, the servant of the Lorp gave
successful wherever you go. #This book of the -beyond the Jordan to the east) . ..
law shall not depart out of your mouth; you 16 They answered Joshua: “All that
shall meditate on' it ddy and night, so'that-you': 'have commandéd us we will doy and whe
may be céreful to-act'in .accordance with all* -you sendius we will go. 17Tust as we oby
that is written in it. For then you.shall make, . Moses in all, things, so.yve will obey you
your way prosperous, and, then you shall be  may the Loro your God be with you, as
successful. 91 hereby command you: Be strong  ‘with’ Moses! " 18Whoever rebels agains
and courageous; do tiot'be frighteried or dis-' - orders and disobeys youir words, whatevet
mayed, for-the Lorp your God-is. with you .. comimand, shall be-.put: to- death. Onl
wherever you go” - o w oo .o strongand courageous”. .

oshuason of Nun senit two men se-
fronyiShittim a3 spies, saying, “Go,
land; especially Jericho -So- they
entered -the house. of & prostitute
ne-was Rahab, and spent the night
lingof Jericho was told, “Sotne Is-
ome:here tonight to séarch out
hen'the -King. of Jericho-seritior-
hiab; “Bring out the men who.have
you,; who entered your house; for.they
1e only to search out the whole land?”
maxitook the two men and hid
i sHeisaid, “True,-the men came to
id notknowwhereithey camefrom.
11/it was time-to close the gate at
neti went otit: Wherethe men-went I
10w Pursue them quickly, for you can
Hem.”:6She had, however, ‘brought
the roof and hidden them with the

: that she iad laid out on the roof.
niipursued them-on-the way to the
far as'the fords. As soon as the pur-
ne-out; the gate was shut! .-

re thiey wend to sleep; she came up to
& 'roof ¥and said-to-the ‘men: T
the Lorp has ‘given you. the land,
diead ‘of you has fallen on us; and

ab, outstriarts the spies. Jericho cori-
fordé“dnd rotites of access into the hill
ology hias shown that by the Iite thir-
arkys twelfth centiiries e Jeriche had
toratmbst.a-simall, unfortified village sit-
ruins of the previcusly walled-city.
¢ final desert encampment (Num 25.1),

n Jordan Valley. Sitmilar stories about
d in Nurn 13 Josh 7.2-%3; Judg 18.2-10.
allly independent woman with her own
mire'of hér business'meanis that the pres-
gers. would not be questioned. Rahab
Be reckoned amorig the.ancestors of Jesus
inded: as an-exarnple ‘of living faith (Heb
“justified” by her works {Jas- 2257 23—
ouand thmeé 1 mehave a.double meaning:
omeé-into you/meé,” the phrese can
intercourse-as well as arrival at Rahab’s
Rahialris not just a harlot. She is process-
spreading'it out 6 her flat roof todry. Al-
{abiihas'saved therivfromvthe king, the spies
elves trapped-in d rather publiclocation on
am16.22) and the city gatewas shut.

Feir ‘rolite back, further deepening
amient] This'puts Rahab in 2 positien’te
worable agreemient. 2.9-11% Rahab pro-
tent 6f thie spies’ everitinal report (v 24).

#: 14=11:God commissions Joshua, Viv. 1-9 empha- - in. Deut 17.18=20.Tn- thecontext of the: Déuter
size qualities required of Joslua and the leadership he .. migtic Fistory (see Introduction), fiis book of th
musst provide in taking over theland. 1.1 Action begins " (cf. 2 Kinjs 22.8} refers to Some form of Deuiterori
after the death of Moses, who had beéri denied entrance ./ :1.31 Theéseirée days dre coneludedby 3.2,
into theland (Num:20.12; Dent 34.4). 1.3 Walking over .. : . 11218 Tnvolverent.of, tribes in Transjordai
land was a way of legally claiming it. 1.4 Canaan lay ~ferritory east of the Jordan, settled by Reub
west of the Jordan, stretchitig from 'the Negeb wilder- * and half- of the tribe of Manasseh, the followe
ness in the south through the mountains of Lebanen: .- Moses achieved their:first successes: These: tribeg
The description of the land of promise extending as far - already occupied  their land, but were ndw
northas thie Ziphrases reflects the promise of Gen ~manded to take part it the’ séizuré of Cansan,
15.18; Deut' 11.24-as well as-royal ideology: (Ps: 72.8). - the -other hilf of Manasseh-will settle, Deut 3:1
These expansive, ideal borders were never, actually reports their agreement with Moses. 1.13. Rest:{al

achieved. 1.5 The Lord, speaking as the Divine Warrior  15) ié security in the land established by the Lord
who leads heavenly armies into'battle and fights fo¢ Ts- +* feat of the enemy (21:44; 23.1)."1 1618 The's
rael, promisgs Joshua military success:(see v.3) and ef-  tribes here: réspond eagerly. and-eche Joshua
fective presence (see v. 9). 1.6 Strong and courageous words from vv. 7, 9. A double use of only (vv,
(tepeated in vv. 7, 9, [8). Cf Diéut 31.7, 23. The thistoric * introidiices soime teniion into the plot, howevar:
of speeches in Joshua frequently echoes Deuteronomy.  ers may-wonder whetherthe Lord will be withJog
1.7-8 This is the theology of Deuteronomy. Obedience  and whethér Joshua will prove to be strong and
to thelaw . ... Moses commanded leads to prosperityand  geous. Cooperative eagerness will turn, to suspi
success; Toshua is to resembie thie idéal king deseribed ch. 22 Tria dispute over an altar near'the Jordan,

10 SHUA2.1-16

thatall the:inhabitants of theland melf in fear
beforeyou. 18For we have heard how theLorp
dried up the'water'of the' Red Sea before you
when you came -out:of Egypt; and what you
did to the two kings:of the Amorites that were
beyond ‘the Jordan, to Sthon-and O, whom
you utterly destroyed. 12As soon as we heard
it;~our hearts meltéd; ‘and :theré “was:fio
courageleft n-any of us-becausé of your. The
Lorpyour God isindeed God in heaven above
and on-earth below. 2Now then; since I'have
dealt kindly with you, stveat tome- by the
Lorp that you ixtirn will deal kindly with-my
farnily: Give me-a signiof good faith that you
will spare'my father dndimother, my brothers
and sisters, and:all:who-belong te them, and
deliver iour lives from death? 14The men said
to het; “Our life for yoursh If you do pot:tell
this business of ours; then we will deal kindly
and faithfully with yoir vhen the LorD gives
._.Hm.nwu.ﬂ”_.me&zS T , - t. . ., C e L

:. 15 Then.she et them “down by a'repe
throughthe wiridew; forher House was on'the
outet:sidesiof: the- city: wall and she resided
withinthe well itself. 16She said to them, “Go
towdrd thethill counitry; so-that the pursuers
may not' ¢ofne ‘upon you. ‘Hide- yourselves

o OFSed oFReeds " "0

She confesses the Lord as universal God using len-
guage that echoes:Dent 4.37--38, The kingdoms of
Sikon and Og (v. 10}, east of the Jordan, had been con-
ﬂammmm umder Moses Jeadership. (Murn 21; Dent 1 -2).
They had been utterly destroyed, f.e.,:devoted to de-
struction. in @ sacral way in which the Lord fought for
Tsrael in the role of Divine Warrior. (cf. 6.17, 21}.
Eahab secks to avoid this faté for her family. 2.12-
14 Rahab proposes a covendnt of reciprocal protection
to' protéct her extended family.'She has dealt kindly
(using covenarit' language, “shown chesed”} with the
spies by showing faithfilness to the relationship be-
tween host-and guest. They are t5 deal kirdly in return
by hofidring a covenant'to protect her' famnily. Qunr ife
for yours indicates that the spiesiassenit-to this arrange-
mient. Their ‘agredment violates the prohibition. ‘of
Deut: 20:10=-20. 2.15 The:location of Rahal’shouse
described: here; does pot £it well with- the: collapse of
Jerich's weall in-ch. 6, given that-shie gathers her farily
intoheér housé fo ‘save them(2.18; 6.22--23): That she
resided within the wall suggests defensive fortifications
of theicasemate type, ize., parallel walls divided by
crosswalls ‘reating chambers that might be used for
storage ‘or- residence, 2.6 Toward the hill ‘couittry:
Rakdb eérdins in charge of the situation. Havirig sent
the searchers'eastward tdward the Jordan (v: 7), she di-
récts the spies westward inte the hills-tohide for a few




LO-SH UA :2:17-3.15

there. three days, . until the pursuers: have; H?
turned;then afterward you.may go, your:way

YThermen said‘toshet; “We will: be reléased
from;this-oath thatyet have made usswear to
youlif we-invade'the tand anid you do motitie
this:; crimson. cord in- the window:: sthrough
which youletus.down;, andyeu-do not gather
into your house your father-and; %o&ﬁ%ﬁ
brothers; and.all your: family.. 193 fany. of you.
goroutrof the doots (of your hotse dnto the
strest; they: mrmb be responsible:for:their cwn
death, iand we:shall be innpcent; but if 4 hand
is-lajd- upon;any:who: are-with: yow in the
hause, weishall bear;the:responsibilityfor their
death.20But ifiyou-tell:this business,;of jots;
then we shall be.released from this cath that
you made: us swear iy, yo i
Cording to:your Words;so be:it? ? She. sent; mHmE
away apd' they d departed Then: mrm ﬁmm the
crimsom cord-in the window., 5. . *,

22 They departed and went into. therhill

country and:stayed there three days; wntit .mpm
pursuersreturned: The pursters-had:séarched
allialong the way and found nothing..23Then
the two.men tame down agaii from ithe hill
country; They-erossed-over;-cametd Foshua
son:of: Nun, and told him all.that had hap-
pened to them. 24They said to Joshua, “Truly
the Loz has given all the land into.ourhands;
moreover all the inhabitants of the land melt

»

in fear befpre us”

»

mbm m.ﬁw nmbum 8 x&n q o&.wb .Eum% nmmﬁm
m.ﬁum before cro 3 mb&

frv:22) tepresent.a timetable
&mﬂgﬁ from, &nﬁrnmnn_mﬁ of 1.1133:2, 2.17-20 Once
they.are safely put of Rahal's ¢ontrol, the ‘spies-seck to
&w:.@&umnaoﬁnwﬁ -obligations: h.w&. ingist that she
M;Ww_wmﬁ A ngm?nzoﬂm Hmwunlmnmnoﬁ ﬂmP mhmggnwmn
224 The %ﬁm mmwoﬂnmo_mm woﬂ g0 w%oﬂm .s&m
hds told' them {vv: 9,:11). Rahablystory. ebrupt
surmes after:the.captize ofiJericho;(6.22:-25 St
=3:d4=17 Crossing t E&En_mn Israelitesin &ﬂﬁ time

éo&& cm ‘m@ﬁwﬁmho_ “remember ;,..:what liappened
from Shittim-to Gilgal’ (Mic 6.5): 31 Early in.the
manning;signalsieager readiness in-beginning a-eoimn:

mangded-task {cf..6. 165 mpov 32, These are. the
three days eferved: 1o in: 1,1 B3 The levitical priests

being carried by the levitical priests, then
shall set out frém your placd) Follow
that you may know: thé way-youshould;
youhave not passed this waj: befofie:;
shall bera space betwien you:andit; a:dist
of about twe thousand. cubits; -do. r
arfy:nearer:to.it.” 5Then Joshuasaid to.th
Sancfify.yourselves;: for; tomorTe
Lozp:will: do wonders ameng yous’
priests:Jostidassaid, | s Take upthie fark of
covenant; and pass one in front of-the'ped
So:they: tock:up: the! arkof, the.co ehan
R: in mﬂoﬂ of: \&m voowﬁm

ghout thes timesxofhéFvest:So
, r.o,_"_uewm Hmm ark rmmr tometo the

ion driground;ithe priests who,
om m:w covenant: ioftheLorpr staod
¢ ; ‘&mswoamh,

no«gmﬁﬁ gm?%oﬁ coime;to, Eo_mmmm.
zﬁmﬁm Sq the Jorday %os mvmm ‘stand still

ach Ewp.,.umu% ngum, mﬁ.?

dan, from thé'p
oom ranQ &rmB 049;5?3 %oﬁ

1 stones from wmwn oﬁﬁ of the mid-
%oE. me&a éomwum.,mﬁa : :
know.that among you-is; 1ng; GOt
without fail will drive ont from womow.m

Hittites, Hivites; Perizzites; |

Canaanites, wmaomwwm mﬁaﬁob&nwn
theé Israelites; whom hé-had
af ibe. Sfoshuarsaid
s ori-hefore the-aik of theLorD
ato: the middlesof: the Jordan; and
: prastome ondhis. shouldér
ibes of the Israelites; fs0
&«.Wm a mwmn among %oﬁwgm‘b youE

"

covenant o,m%nmo.w% ofallthe earth mmm,m.uﬁ
@mmm before you.inte, ngoamb. 1280

ug&muu the waters.of theJordan Hlowing fr
above shall bewcut:offy theyshall:staind it

acle: more impressive. 3.16 The water
ave m_o.sﬁm aoiﬁmqa.&ﬁ wpasioyt | mﬂun.

im&mmnm H_un Q.ommﬁm is mmmnz_umm Ehﬁﬂum mﬁmmm.
ofa- n&@oﬁm progession., . 4. Twe. uwanmn:ﬁ.
iougily 3,000:feet {1,000 neters). The. people
staydfia &msbna vanm.smm Bn E.,._Cu %ﬁmﬂ@n&
{ef:2-Sam 6,67

Jgalwasamajor worﬁn&ﬁw Hmrmﬁog ceny
raonatehicalperiod: There Saulwas made,
5):and Didvid’s relatiors with Judah,
aired {2 Sanr13:15, »8 Gilgals mogmwm&u
in;the: ﬁmymw nmpEQ BOE, when it was
ounced:by, prophets:i(Hos 4:15;-9:15;
:9.5): 4.1 Az gomparison. of; Ahis.vatse
shows.that.readers:are:to.uriderstand

rmg,ﬁmn 5 &mo.,onnE. i 9.1, 2:1:35:12:.8; 2451
characteristic of Deuteronomy::3.15: The:detail
theJordan: overflows afl jts banks rivakes.it: possibl

thespriests. feet to;touch.the edge of the:water

3.16-4.18

the Jorddn-werescut.offs Sof these:stanesshall
be to.thedsraelites axmémdrial forever?

-8 The:Israelites: did as Joshua noBBmB&»m
dﬁ% took up twelve'stones. out.of thie middle
. of the! Jordan, according to:the numbetiof the
tribes of the'Israelites; as thie Lorp;told Joshuds
carried’ themi-over. withr them {to -thiesplace
whire they carnpéd, and Jaid therd-down there:
9(J@shna: set uptwelve stones.in-the: thiddle of
the Jordan,-in the .place where the feet: of the

fOSIHURA

piiests béaring the ark-of the-sovenant;had
stood; andihey-are thersto thisdayyie wue!
«.;10:The: priests who:bore.the ark remdified
statiding.in-.the-middlé’ of the

éverything-ivas:finished: that the Liorp: corn-
maridedToshuato tell thépeople, according to
all: that: Moses-hai .commandad ‘Joshua."The
Humo.Em crossed operin haster11As-so0n as-all
the;peopleihiad finished: croksingrover;:the ark
of-the Lorp,‘andtheipriests, crodsed overdn
front of the people. 12Thé-Reubenites,s the
Gadites, and the helf-tribe of Manasseh
crosséd “oves armed before the Tstadlites, as
Moseshadiordered them, 2 Abéut forty thoti
sanidrarmed for. warscrossed over béfore the
H.owb teitheqplaing of Jerigho for battle::”
. :14-On thatday: the Lorp: exalted Joshua.in

‘ m.ﬁ sight of 21l fsraeland they stond indive of

him,ag:theyhad: mﬁoomﬁﬁéa om _?Homam, mc‘%m
mﬁa &. Em Hamm 5o

o gomreup outof theJordan:
for# Hoﬁﬁmﬁ&wnﬁ ﬁ_umﬂﬁwn.w&

that the actions of vwv. 2—10.took place while the cross-
ing was still unider: way.-4:3; The stongs will be tems
porarily. Emnwm irsthe camp; then setaip, waﬁmbg%
at-Gilgak{v..20); 4.657 The;stones will teach: future
generations. about the-crossing: (ef:! Deitt6.20-25)1

Repetition highlights théwmaivel that the. waterawas.aut
&% ¢ Im _cottrast, v 2224 erfiphasize.: that »Israel
crossed on dry ground.4:9-To.this dayisa formula;that
signalsan etiologyaistory that eiplains the'drigin.ofa
narhé;'place; circumstance; or.custom knowrto reads
ersudfe5:05 6:25;: 7.265:8.28:-29;-9.27: 10:27; 113,185

114:15.63; .16:10; 4.E1- The narfative:setst gside the
Swﬁam the stones.and. ?&qﬂ% the description ofithe
crossing fromw: 1741213, The présehce of theweast
eri fribes erphasizesthat:all- Iszagl. engagedsin the,
conguest as a cooperative venture. jAs:Mgses-fadior-
dered: See Deut-3:18+20.:4.d4. This:fulfills:the Lord’s




TOSHUA 4.19-513

thie middle of the Jordan, and the soles'of the
priests’ feet touched dry.ground; the waters of
the: Jordan returned to their Emnm dnd over-
flowed all its'banks, as before: - &~ i

- 19 The'people came up out of the Ho&mu on
the tenth day of the first:month, 'and they
caraped in Gilgal on the east border.of Jericho:
20Those-twelve stores, which® \%3‘ had taken
out of the Jordan;. Joshya' set: sap:in - Gilgal,
saying to the Israclites, “When your children
ask- their parents in.time to come; “What-do
these stones mean?’ 22then you shall let your
children know, ‘Israel crossed-over the Jordan
here on:dry ground.” 23For the Lorp: your Ged
dried up the waters of the Jordan for you untit
you.crossed over, as the Loz your.God-did to
the'Red Sea,? iEnr ‘he-dried up for us until we
crossed over, 24so-that ‘all. the peoples-of the
earth may know that the hand ‘of the Lozp is
mighty, and so ﬁrwﬁ %oﬁ Em% mnmw m.ﬁ Howu

%oﬁ mom forever”
m Sﬁoﬁ all thié: kings ofthe Amorites vﬁdum
theTordan to the west; and all the kings:of
the Canasnites by the sea, heard that the Lorp
had dried up the waters of the Jordan fot the
Israelites untif they thad" crossed over,, ‘their
heatts melted, and there. was no longer any
%Eﬂ in them, because of the Israelites! -+ -
- 2:At that ‘time the Torp said to Joshua,
“Make flint-knives and drcumcise the Israel:
itesa second: time” 35S0 Joshua made flint
knives, and circumcised theIsraelites.at Gibe-
ath-haaraloth.%4This i the redson why: Joshua
circumcised them: all-the males-of the people
who came out of Egypt, all the warriors, had
died duririg the journey through the wilder-
ness after-they had come out of Egypt. SAl-

‘:;__ Zﬁt mmnmﬂn:oz DE:EE&

promise made in:3,7: 4.18 These incidents 1indo- each
event described in 3.15-16. 4,19 The first month, Abib,
i.er, March-April, later called Nisan. This note points
forward fo the dateiof Passover-(5.10):4.22-23 This
tesponse focuses on similarities to-the Red Sea cross:
ingion dry ground (i contrast to vv. 6~7) 4,24 The
Jordan crossing has two. ongoing purposes: that all.the
peoples of the earthwill acknowledge the power (hand)
of the Lord; and that Israel’s.descendants Eum chilidren
of vv. 21-22) will hold theLord in reverent ave: (fear):

5.¥ Neighboring-kings react in fear, confirming
Rahab’s observations (2.9-11). Their loss of courage
will motivate their stratégy (9.1<2; 10,15} 11:1-5)
and make:it posstble for Tsragt 8 SE the Sﬂoﬁmm de-
mnn.vmasnrm 6=11. s e I
'5.2-12 Circuthcisior and Hum%oﬁn Al B%m par-

word in his hand. Joshua went
d'to-him, “Are you-one of us, or
dversaries?” 14He replied, “Nei-
sommmander of the army of- F.m
owcome.” And Joshua fell on his -
rth and worshiped, arid he'said to
- do-you command your servdnt,
$The commander of the army of
said to Joshua, “Refnove the sandals

though all thé people who came out
circumcised, yet :all the people born:
journey through the wilderness: after th
come out of Egypt-had not been circum
¢For the Tsraelites traveled: monaw years’
wilderness; “4mitil: all the nation, thew:
who:came otit of Egypt; perished, not:
listened to the veice-of the Lorp. To the
Larp swore that he would riot et them's
land that hé'had sworn-to their-ancestor,
give us, 4 land flowing with milk and
7So.itwas theirchildren, whom he faised
their place, that Joshua citcumeised; fo
were uncircumcised; because they ha
been circumcised on the way. A

8 When the circyumcising of, all 9
was mob@ they remainéd'in thieir pla
campi untilthey:were healed: 9The Lokp
to Joshua;, “Today I have rolled away fror
the disgrace~of Egypt” ‘And' so mum\n E
nm&& Omm&ﬁc this. Qm% E

,:R wﬁ&:ﬁ, E m:mnﬂ,“

19 ém the Israelites were camped:in.
they kept the-passover in e’ evenirig o
fourteently day: of the moitth in m.ﬁﬁ_‘
Jericho. \1On the day-aftér the passow
that very day, they ate'the produce of the
unleavened  cakes and parched: grain.
manna teased on the day they ate thépri
of the land, and the Israelitesino longe
manna; they ate the: D.owm Om Em Hﬁaé
naan ﬁrmﬂam:. I

ho Taken and Destroyed
cho was shut up E&% and out

ent in. 2The Lorp sdid'to Joshua,
Thanded Jericho over to you; along
g and- soldiers. 3You shall march

s you shall do for six days; 4with’
bearing seven’ Q:meﬂm of rams’
the ark, On the seventh day you
charound the city seven times; the
owing: the trumpets. 5When' they
gblast with the rarm’s horn, as soon
the sound of the trumpét, then all
all. &aoﬁ with a great shout; and

?&En 5 Sﬂoz,

Hm Ownm Sw.mu Joshwa “was by “Jerich
looked up and saw 2 man standing béfor

éor Se aa.xnmmh b .dpm" is %mm& a..w.m_uw Wo«nwaa
to Emw alal to roll

‘of Gideon Qsmm 6.11-12).5.13 Joshua ev-
umaes that this man is merely & human sol:,
manx..: sword signals impending battle.

ticipatinig- in'-the' Passover -must be ciretirncis
12.48}; but the practice had not been followed di
the wilderness period: 5.2 A second timeé: The me
Soc&% circumcisedhad died in the'wilderness,
cumcision had tobe repeated for the'post-exod
eration.:5.3 This natrative.explains a place-naxi
Gilgal, Gibeath-haaraloth, *Foreskin Hill” 5.9 Tk
grace of Bgypr signifies Israel’s low status as'Bg
slaves -and: Hvan,_ummm insults directed-at mgmB by
captors. 5,11 Unleavened cakes aid: Dparghed gri
appropriate foods for the first day after the celeh
of .thie: Passover because they :could “hie: pre
quickly: 5.12 Mannaisreplaced by the trops of
of Canair, signifying ‘that Tsrael has move
wilderne$s -scarcity. to agricultural productivi

b

5:13~15 The ¢ormmander of the Lord’s ‘celesti:

srael’s side. 5.15 A'direct quotation of Ex
s Joshua as the direct successor of Moses.

ericho is captured first in 2 classic sacral
d-off-limits-for Tsraelites. The account is
rses that-connect with the Rahab story:
ioning the king and soMdiexs, and vv. 22+
ingthe deliverance of Rahab and her house-
ordance with Joshua's instructions in v. 17.
was shurup inside and out describes Is-

-

S€; om the Hmwm&nmmu No one came out

ity; all the warriors circling the

resence of-this supernatural commander
cralwar. The Lord’s heavenly forces will be -

Jericho’s wall was.an impregnable de- -
iving promise of victory was-a centralel-.
ral-vwar tradition (cf. 8.1; 10.8). 6.3—~4 The

'

JOSHUA 5.14-6.17
8 As Joshua had coinmanded the people,

the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets

_Onee;

of rams” horns before the Lorp went forward,
blowing the trumpets, with the ark of the cov-
enant of the Lorp following them. 9And the

E..Bmﬁ men went before the priests who blew

the trumpets; the rear guard came after the
ark, while the trumpets blew continually. 10To
the people-Joshua gave this command: “You
shall nét shodt or let your voice be heard, nor
shall you utter a word, until the day I-tell you
to shout. Then you shall shout.” 1250 the ark of
the Lorb went around the. QQ circling it
and they came into the camp, and spent

‘the night in the camp.

12 Then Joshua rose early in the morning,

‘and the priests took up the ark of the Loxp.

137The seven priests carrying the seven trum-
pets of rams’ horns before the ark of the Lorp
passed on, Eoﬁqﬁm the trumpets continually:

“The armed mien went before them, and the

rear ;guard came aftér the ark of the Lorp,
while the trumpets blew continually. 14On the
second day they marched around the city once

-and then returnéd to the.camp. ﬂ.ﬁ% did. mdm

for six days.
150n the mmﬁwuﬁr day they rose mm&w at

- dawn, and marched around the city in the

same manner seven times. It was only on that
m.m%. that they marched around the city seven
times. 16And at the seventh time, when the

 priests had blown thie trurapets, Joshua said to
” ...the people, “Shout! For the Lorp has given you:

the city. 17The city and all that is in it shall be
devoted to the Lorp for destruction. Only
Rahab the prostitute and all who are 39 her

siege is to reflect ceremonial features -of sacral war,
with a procession and priests blowing trumpéts. 6.5 A.
long blast owa trumpet gives the sigrial, and the pec-
ple’s great shout launches 2 human assault made possi-
ble by a divine miracle (see vv. 16, 20). Archaeology
shows that Jericho’s last defensive wall no longer ex-

isted at the time of Israel’s exnergence, We are in the

realm of confessional felllore rather than history. 6.8

* 9 The order of march: armed men followed by seven

priests blowing trumpets, then the ark, and finally &
rear guard, 6.17 Devoted to the LokD for destruction.
The Hebrew word cherem describes things and people
that fall into the distinctive category of being the
Lord’s exclusive property (cf. Lev 27.20--21, 28-29).
Because the Loxd achieved Israel’s victories, booty and
captives won in sacral war were classified as cherem. As
the Lord’s irrevocable possession, such cherem had-to
be kept from Human use; becadse mﬁw So&m be valu~
mEm as slaves, the entire enemy population was to be
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U isasme Seement use-shallliverbecause she hid themes- m,,‘._«wmmo_m_wcw &rgégﬁognw@&& oathysays

sentiA8As foriyousKeepiaway from 5mv
voted:to, momg&o? soasmetito

2 8 @EE thigcity—=thisfe
At:theicost of His mhm%oﬁh&@
; foundatioh, “ -
;- wandat the cost-of Em%oﬁwmomﬁ rm.,wrmz

mb@.,&wm&maoﬁ.._unenmmwmb irofraze

omo;ﬁwm m.aoEm shouted;
. sasthe
d .ﬁrm_wmocb@ omawm ,HEEUQ? they
: wﬁmweﬁp.ﬁ&. .%m%mpm&.moﬁﬁbme
rge i fthe

‘the! .améﬁmm a._Emm. xpnwmbaob" of:Catmmi
; M,ﬁ,ﬁ._umiom
%m amﬁoﬁ& EE%.;E@

wburned mmﬁ?# the Isra

eb; and:donke

na, siidrto, thettive: Empére. had
the Jand,:*Go-imto the prostitute’s
dibring the woman:gut-of it land-all :
o-Herf as-you swore to herll% ] mE&mmﬁ% said to
hen. who: hid been'spietwent:in  them, ¥Gorup andispy-out thelandAndithe
phtRahahiout;along with-her-fathei; menwentwup and spied.out Al.3Then they re-
hett go&ﬁ.mﬂ.mb& dm who-be: tumed.to Joshua andisaid tothim, Netallthe
; ddndred peoplemeed;porup;iabout tiwororithres thous
setthem oﬁm&h&m nmEm_, Om “wammr sand-anen:shoidd :ge: uprand- attack-Ad:Since
ied dovimi-theretty;tand-ever: } they:are$o few; donot make thewhole:people
-sitveland gold;and.thie, vesséls.of toitaip there?4So about three thousand of:the
,ﬁouu.ﬁpmqﬁsd into-thétreastity:of péoplewent up there; anid they fled before the
: ogtiz  memof Ail SThemen of Aikilledalbiont thirty=
.mﬁaa%mnﬁﬁwéwQ belonged:to six-of them, chasing.d z..ﬁﬁ,. @oﬁ,_oﬁﬂmw‘
pared.Her family%has lived inJs- gdteasfarag 1 ]
sinte;: Forshe <hid rthe. messengers %
a sent to spy oﬁ Jericho.

_S,Enw

%Bmﬁ&m&&ﬁbnmpﬁ

d

. .“wﬁ_._-., ¢mesh

16-17). E.Eonmw Eﬁnd& wooq mum 7.1-26 The first of two attacks at Al is repulsed. The
nally fall into the cherem category (8.2;  embartassing defeat is traced to Achan’s violation of
{s:an especially igorouseaseyy 19,21,  therdecreeiagainsti taking: devoted-things . (6:17--18);
cording to ‘the.principle:of ‘contagion,'to  Lhe narrative upits-iix chu7 are. spliceduin such a way
dde.,cherem) .io&%ﬁmnm thatithe;story-ofiAthan ¥/ 1, 6-26) isinterrupted by
j f cherern:(an.cbject the-defeatat-Af{vy.2-:5). A% ¥it."The Ruin," is ideritia
This <numn menmmﬁmmo%bn‘_umnm Q.Epm fiedasvetvTell | {Arabic: for ' The, Wﬂﬁm , Stwo-miles
: : (threei kilometezs]) east-af Bethel, During the period
it aheqd. umnmcmo Hmam& encircles the- 9@5 déscribed i Joshua, et-Tell was at most-a small un:
rontal:assaultfrom all $ides simultanes  walled-villagermiestied-amid-the: remainsiof a:lang:rus
ractssacral-wirepcampment hastoires  iifediwalled city from; theithivd: millennitm:pci. As in
clean:(De23.9-14), so-Rahab andher  the:case0f:Jetichs,. this ndrratiye iy folklore; not-his-
emainioutsidé, the camp:. §.25. This note tory»7.1; Detailsiabout Achanis: amilis background
ray from thefall-ofithe cityrand-ontothe  portendithe procedure by:whichihis crimeiwilkbe:uri:
ant keepingby and:witir-Rababy sﬂﬂbq covéréd (vi-16=18)+Fyen thongh-Achan-acted, alerie
ign grovpchas livediin Istiel ever since; insignoring Joshua’s varring {6118 the principle:of
eforethe FornJoshiza blocks anyrecoil:  corpotate responsibility mmeans that all ie:Isfaclites
settloment of Jericho (cf:Deuit1346Y,  brakefmithi{ct . 11)yso thattheanger of thellormisdiz
creporsts. the fulfillment:ofithisrourse;d  rected against-the entire-nation: 7.2 Gathering intelli:
tming;. mmmmw m?mm,mﬁmmu.nn .Emﬂ Thogm gerice wassometimis thefirst sten: inasacrl waz (2.1;
, Tudg 1:28 73 Not gll <41 go.up. Asin the firstrecoms

naissancé (2. 24);; these spies bring: én -optimistic: fe-
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mmqa mummw

NQON. O

. Eummm I

much land in the hatids omwa%m__ ‘H\oi% s.u,_ H%m.momoﬁmﬁm&m&mwm. ;

God followed by oppression by its enemies. Israel theniies DirH repé

i v

sends deliverers, the so- ~called Emmmm .E.Rmm E&mmm are national military] Hmmm.ma {chs. 2-1
in, 5@ case,of, mﬁﬁmeﬁ a moga‘nrmgﬁoﬁ E.E Hm._. mv, Hu, @E nﬁ&:HmHmmH @mmnmnmm,ﬁ_ﬁc

.

wﬂogmczaﬁm E& H%ES&QE\

THE BOOK PRESENTS TWELVE LEADERS: Othniel, _mrEm Shamagar, Deborah, Gideon, Tols;
Hm@wmumb‘ Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, and Samson. The title, mem.m, reflects the fact that a majori
the book’s protagonists are said to have “judged” (Hebrew shifar) Israel. The verb is not limi
to ﬂm&% judicial function, however, but connotes a general exercise of Homuﬂﬁmﬂn *
Though scholars often describe the judges’ leadership sociologically as “charismatic,” “the $p1

of the H.owwuv.mogﬁm the various leaders with very rafxed results. Scholars distinguish be

L4

%Ehm Eoﬂm? moEmEbmw pmeHanv,,, an&w mo Hmmaﬁmﬁnm mual.umﬂonmp moramwﬁ

) God repeatedly
7 M@oﬁ& dis*

«

<«

major Emma& military chiefs and heroes whose exploits are recounted in stories, and “min
346
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‘Nol¥21But Jachwife of Hebertooka tent peg;
and took a hammier' it tiew! Hahidly and went
Softly-tohim and dtove the pegimo his tem-
plé, untilit went: downyinto the: ground=he
waslying fast aslecp fromi-weariness~"and ke
died. 22Then;as Bardki cdme in pursuit of:5is-
er'a, Jaelwentrout to'meet hing; and said to
him: 509&9\ mba H SE mgé you- ~the: nan

‘JUDGR S 51228
Therhountaing quaked beft ama&@.h

l»

Qﬁmagmnonnmm%m mbm&. ‘of the' _...owu.
curse bitterly its inhabitants,
because they did not come to the r&w om
iii ithe horpy© !
= 1" to the help'of the oww\mmBE\n.mpm
mightyia v

24 ngoﬂ blessed.of wornenibe Jaels :
the wife of Heber the Kenite,
of Rﬂ:m&&ﬁﬁm Wormer Eo,# blessed.

25" He dsked watefrand she gave hith milk

i3 ishe @uocrmwﬁ himieurds itra lordly. bow!

d.mbmun befote the .Hmn.mmrﬂm ;
hand of the dsraelites boré harder and hapdsr
on; King! E.,.E,o». ,Omﬂmmu, unitil they: %ms.o%&

Om

Bless the Hﬁwu.

v ,mgm ob_mnﬁ” &ﬁﬁwﬁﬁmw 3
Jﬁ&b ﬂonw.m are Honq in mmuw&

sitoriricheeafpets?

ek s | Nm meﬂuﬁ her Bdnd to @E tent; Humm.m
.mﬁm{géwo é&w&%&m Way, rlohtiian ; f
To'thersound of musicians?at th
o yzmﬂmgq_m?n : she wﬂd&q mﬁﬁ.w a‘blowy’

th

stk E&nm E&o&io m.ﬁ Howuu

mﬁmwmm. and ?Qn&&pm temple:

: m.,_.mm&#mm coast ofith
down by ltisfandings.
a‘people Emﬁ#mneg&mmomﬁ. ;

st atherfeethe ,m.&% hefelly-s .o
. where H.ﬁ. sank, there vm fell dead.

Histronitk), bist-her actions:lull-him dnto wulnerable
sleep.; 4:20 Sisetd’s ‘request’ annm._m This ‘confidencesin
Jael, But:also Rig-iintanly.feat. IiHebrew the' annmﬂon
can be understood 25 Ts-thiere asmanhere? 421 Fora
aomadic wotnan; hammering 2 fent peg- wonld berow:
tifie: 4.23-24 These veisésatelan editorial wrap-up.:
- 153531 Thié Song of Deborah {and Barakbut the 2&.53, the One’ af m§§ ﬁaﬁnm i owwmmb”ﬁ
erly iri v. 14 sinigular) isdatable to'thetwélfthicentury  and thevregion of Edoms in southern Transjordan ‘por-
BCE; not fariréioved fromi the eventsBeing celebrated.  Deut35:2+3) ::5:647 Thb-Crisis is: fra (western Mangsseh),Zebulur, Ussachay,  trayed vividly,5.23 Meéros(a-tovwm or clan®fand thedi-
The somg exhibits repetitive parallelism familiar fron ploits oft mwn_aw&. and wﬁ Thé insecitre sitnatio Four are’censured forinot' ,Hn&ueﬁ&am. ‘tident cited-are otherwiseunknown:: m.wﬁlmu M.Em m?
fourteerith-centrry Bee Ugdritic texts; but thererarda  fore Tsraelsvietory'  (possiblyGad ) Dan)Asher, Thesefen  scriptiory-of the. derafsé of: Sisera’ héaps Pratée poti
number: of:.obscurities. in the'itesit.: s, depiction sof fortune thatitbroughtabout (v: ect'a stage oforganization‘earlierthan.  Jael'526vAstent peg and. sualler were hatidy bécaise
events differs'from thatofich: i mentidhingsix par:  Isrdel recognizes: Deboralls E&Sﬁ% .wam.pmwmma pelvestribe sysremn: Significanifly, Joddll, pitching the tent:was women's work-5:27 In thisipo-
ticipating: tribes irathicr than: two, remaining: silent- 5.8 Shieldand spear Werearibtograticiweapons] tare not mentioned. 5.15.4r hisheelsi  etic version, Sisery séems to be standing wher attacked
m_uoﬁn any fole'for Jabin; and-describing: mﬁﬂwm deathi Em.no,wuommﬁpaa&h Hmﬁmdlﬂmﬁ. not Em. %_ r under hiscommand” (tlamslated behind  infcontrast tothe sitwation ini4.21: There are probably
ihd different way (seenote-on5 . sand Israelite peasants: 5:10:Celebrationivap 19222 Inis possibletoread theseversds  sexuabimplicationst tHepenetratingitént pegand his
axchaiclanguage makes it difficult to'interpret at$evs  for the entive citizenry: for the elite;who-ridéand victory won by a tinmely: imraneuverhy  fall brier feet (“between:hex feet")jintended dsia bit:
eral:peints: Locksurelong miay:deseribe vowsiof mili:  sess richitarpetsiand the gencral popudacsj!w
n

5 placesweréithe usual spotstd-gather for mmﬁhﬁmm ﬂoAHﬂw&w foot: moﬂ&mnm over mnmm% nw»umoﬂm,
foni5. 14181 the setlingiol thewictory  Stars fight asthe heavenly army-of the Divine: émwnoH
e poetireviews the perforiiiance of tribal (v 20);and the Bqu:?dﬂ engulfethe enemy
ix tribesfad: tespondeds Ephraim-Bens  'The -hoofbeats :0f ‘estaping ‘chafiot-Horses

oudbuzst and flsh flodd--thdtgavean teilyironic réversal'éf the dommor: practice of battlet




JUDGES 5.29-6.13
 ‘Whys his chariot so longin coming? - land, as far as themeighborhood:of Gaz

TUDGES 6.14-33
thas. all .this -happened. to us?. And  this day:it still stands at O@E&p 293 be-

453 tarry the Woomuom;m En his. - leave no sustenance in Tsrael, and f0.she ¢ allhis wonderful deeds that our-an- longs to theibiezrites. « , - -
: -chariots?:: .. i+ ox or.donkey. SFor:they-and their, ccounted to us, saying,‘Did not-the - 25'That night-the Loxn said to Kim: “Take
3 Her Emaz Tndies make answery would come up, and they would eve ing:us up-from Egypt? But now the your father’s bull; the second bul seven years
Bmmm& she answers the mdmmﬁob their tents,as thick as locusts; neither t cast s off,.and given us'into the old, and. pull-dov the.alfar of Baal, that be-

. -herself:- - their camels could be counted; so they

idian.” ¥ Then the Loxp turned to  longs.to Fovwr father; and- cut.down the.
30 ‘Are EQ not H.Egﬁm mum &5&% Ea the land. as they; came; in. $Fhus:Isra b s out Jowm the sacred

aid,“Go.in this-might of yours.and pole®that:is beside it;26and-build an altar to

i, spoilt— greatly-impoverished because of: ael-from.the hand of Midian; I the Lorp your, God-on the top of the strong:
- A'girLer two for 9&% Bma_ S the Israelites ctied out fo. the Loxp for mmission’you?: 15He. responded, hold here, in proper order;then-take the sec-
: wﬁo; of dyed stuffs for Sisera, . 7 When the Israelites cried to-the Lo how-canl.deliverIsrael? My clanisthe ond bull, and offer it as a burnt offering with
spoil of dyed stuffs embroidered, account: of the -Midianites; Sthe korn inManassehyand Fam the leastin my  the wood of the sacred pole* thit you shall cut
. two pieces of dyed work-embroidered - prophet'to the Israelites; and he sdid to e Lorn-said to hirm,“But [ will'be down.”27So Gideon took ten of hi§ servants
for B% neck as mwo%v SR “Thus says the Lorp, the God of Israe] and you:shall strike down the Midi- and did'as the Loro-had told hirm; but ﬁm.gbmm
Lo el . you up from Fgypt, and brought you ¢ ry ong-of them.” 17Then he said to he wasitoo afraid of his family.andthe- .Sédw.
31 nmo m.mﬁmr all %oE. mbmHEmm“ O howu_ thetheuse of slavery; Yand I deliveréd you el dve found favor with you, then Humowwn to: ao.: by day, he &m itby night. 1
But may; your friends-be likethe sunas  the hand of the Egyptians, and from :sign:that its:you who- speak with
it rises in its might%: of all who oppressed you, and drove-th t depait from hereuntil Icome to baﬂ.ﬁa Hrn H:E. o.x mna .
wm.mon you, and rgavé you their Jand;: oring-out my+present, and:set it be- | Nm <§mn thes Sébﬂumoﬁo rose SE\ in Em
And the H..E& rmn Test mo%%mﬁ.m v saidto you,Tiani the Lorp your God; And rm mBa 1 s:: mﬂm% until’ you ze: morning, the-altar.of Baal was broken:dowm,

not pay reverence to the gods ofthe Am
in whose land you: dive) But %oc Fmﬁm bl

. 5 ‘mbaﬁﬁmmna& poles vmm&o it-was cut.down,
&mob Soﬂ.z.ﬁo Fm Wosmm\mb&_@n? and:the second bullwas. offered on. the-altat
d,-and':unleavened cakes from an thathad been;built. 2950 they said to oneian-
ur; the imeat he- put in: a-basket, othez, “Who has donethis?” After searching
oth-he:put in:a pot, arid brought and inquiring, they were told, “Gideon son of
m-under: the:oak and. presented Joash did it>3%Then the townspeople, said-to
e angel-of God said-to him, “Take Joash, “Bring outyour son; so-that he may die,
and. the. unleavened cakes, and put for:he has:pulled: down the altdr of; Bazl and
HOnF‘ arid. pour out-the broth? cut down the. sacred pole® beside o
Joash said to all who were arrayed against him,
“Will 'you'cbriterd for Badlz Or will you de-
fend his -cause? ‘Whoever ‘cotitends. for him
shallbe piittodeath by morning. Ifhe isa god;
‘ e mes eunle let him contend:for himself;because his-altar
the angel of the Lorp vanished has been. pulled down? 32Therefore on that
ight Nuﬂwg mﬁaob Hu.m.nm?ma mpm\n day- (Gideon? was called Jerubbaal, that s to
say, “Let Baal contend dgainsthim,” vmnmﬁm he
. wzﬁm&&ogwﬁ&ﬁﬁ. NI

face:to face” 23But the Lowp said 33 Then all the Midianites EE 90 Ebm.
,cm 10 you; do nat, mamy «6; shall lekites and-the. people.of the cast came to-

.EK Hmnm&%m &a {s&mﬁ was. 9& in the

-sight - of the Lowrp, andi.the-Lorp gave
them ‘into, the hand-of Midian. seven years. =
2The hand. of Midian. ;prevailed -over: Istael; 11 Now the mbm& of the. HOWU came
and because of Midian the [srielites provided under thejoak 8t Ophrah, which ‘belon;
for themselves hiding'places in the mountains, Joash the Abie2rite, as-his som. Gide
caves and strongholds.:3Fof whenever:the Ts-  beatingout-wheat inv the wine press, &
raelites -put in.seed, the. Midianites- and the from the Midianites. 12The angelof the
Amalekites and the people of the east-would appearedtohim and said to hiim, “Thel
come up against them.4They would-ehcamp with you, you BHm_HQ warrior” 12Gid
mmﬁnﬂ EmE mbm %Eo% m.a Huwomﬁnm om En m&mum@rg ..wﬁ E if; mpp HowU rwi

field rape mnmnn_umm in v. 30. 5.28 q,rm mEp scene w? rael. 6.3 bﬁawg&. were ﬂm&ncm&. eflemies’
gins with another woman,, the, mother -of Sisera {¢f. the wilderness era (Ex 17.8-16}. 6.5 Locusts,
Deborzh as a mothei.i in .@.a ), waiting jn vain for mon ESmn to aamnﬂ.cm npﬁmqom_ﬁn ammﬂ.ﬁnﬂo.
Sisera’s triumphant ‘returi. _The,scene of a woman g 1
looking out of a window was Comrion in ancient Near '3 that o&&. momm s.oam be
Fastern art and biblical narrative (2 Sam 6.16; 2 Kings  comingtrue: This fime; when Israelites cried;
9,30;. Prov 7.6). Her -reference to. hoofbeats .sounds the expected deliverer the Lord sends'a jroph
ironic when read-in context with-v:22. 5.30 Contrary delivers an indictment, as the angel of the Lord
to what his mother assumes, Sisera is not capturing 2.1-5. 6.11-32 The Lord receives a new alt
girls for his sexual pleasure, but has been ravished 11-24), and an zltar of Baal is mnmnoﬁm {vw
himself bya woman. 5.31 Yourfriends, “those wholove  Gideonisslowito tecognizé the voice of the Eor
you?” Ferty. vears s twice as long asthe oppression (4:3) shadowing Tsrael’s problemyin ch: 10. 6.1 Gid
and half as long as the rest following Fhud (3.30).: -  cofitrast to Othniel, Ehud, and. Deborah) ds:

6.1-8.35, Gideon (glso identified in: ch«7ag Jerub  proached by.the.angelof the Lorp, a visible:m
baal) mobilizes:several central hill-country-and Geli~  tion-of -the:Lord’s presence in-human form,
lean. tribes against-annual raiding parties-from east of  points becomes transparent to the-Lord hims
the Jordan:(Midianites, Amalekites, indiother eastern-  rah, a village. of Manusseh it far from Shechem
ers). 6:1—10 This introduction uses the now familiar presides over.d pagan-shfine. .m?wudum. See T
framéwork (apostasy, oppression, appeal for helpi.ses  Gideon means Hewe:r” or “Hagker”ih Hebr
note,on 2:11-23)4n w. 1—6. Exploitation origipating  bly - micknameé,based on: his, reforming
fromy distant oaseswas made possibleby therecent do  Undet notmalY, ciicumstances, | wheat: w
mestication ofithe camel. 6.2 Midign was 2'desert con-  threshed.on - ﬁﬂu& hilltep; not in.a.
federation ~sometishes : in- alliance” (Bx,.2.15-4.31; 6.12 The designation mighty. warrior mocﬁm
18:1-27) and-sometimes atiwar (Num 25-31) with Is-  does -pot; deseribe’ Gideon: in_ chs.. 6-7 -very

mantling of Joasls altar.and. the hacking down of the
int. and replies ; m_uoE“ the. plight- of.us. sacred. pole-associated with the geddess Asherah will
:of the angel-of the Lozd becomes provide légitimacy for Gideon’s alternate natae, Jerub-
the Lorp: himself: 6.15 ObjecHons arez  baal (v 32)..6:26 Using thie sazzed pole of Asherah as
ture-of call stories (cf. Moses, Ex 3.11; firewood. was a disrespectful.and -deliberate desecra:
1)+ 6. 1617 Lawill bé with you is directly tiom 6,27 Gideon remains an ambivalent figure (cf:xv.
Bx 3, as-is the'request-for a sign to cer- 15, 17). He s, E.o%%oﬁ enough to command the.as-
call:6.19 Anephah of flour; more than a  sistance of ten.. ... servants but is only brave enough to
ideon’s-commendably-genercus;tios:  actbynight: 6. molww Joash, facing the zeal ofhis son, is

ideon’s'response is typical (Gen 32:30). no-longer amiavid supporter of Badl, The case: mmﬁumﬂ
ason.the traditjon preserved this storywas  Baal s seif-evident. A god unable to defend its own
cal -alfar. of -sacrifice and: explain its  altar deserves no defense from: others..6.32: Reflecting
brew shalom) implies:comprehensive  his father’s challengein v. 31, Gideon’s assertive action
dividual-and- cormmunal /6.25 The dis-  vindicates hisname Jerubbaal, Hebrew;*Let Baal Cori.




RUTH 4:6-22:

hand of Naomi, you are also acquiring Ruth?
the Moabite; the-widow. of the déad man,to
maintain’the dead:man’s name on his’inlieri-
tahice -6 At this, the-next-of-kin? said, “I can-:
not redéem it; for. myself without-damaging
my own. inheritance.. Take my, ﬁmrﬁ om re:
%B@ﬁcu youiself, for I cannot redeem it

-7 Now-this was the ctistomin former, times
E,Hﬂm& concerring redeeming and exchang-
ing:-to.confirm atransaction, the onetook:off
a sandal and gave it.to the-other;-this was'the
manner of attesting in Israel.-8S0.when ithe
next-of-kin* said to Boaz, “Acquire it for
yourself;” he took"¢ff his saridal. 9IHén Boaz
said to the elders:and all the people, “Today
you ‘are witnesses. that-1 Have acquired from
the hand:of Naomiall that belonged to Elim-
elech: and =l .that belonged to: Chilion and
Mahlon. 10T have also :acquired Ruth-the Mo-
abite; the-wife-of Mahlon, te: be my wife, to
‘maintain the:dead rnan’s name on his inheri-
tance;in order-thatthe name ofithe dead may
not-be cut off from-his kindred and from:.the
gate . of -his native place; today youare wit:
nesses.” 11 Thenrall the people who were at the
gateyalong with the elders;said; “We ate wit-
nésses: May the Lokp make thewoman who is
coming into:your house like Rachel and Leah,
who togetherbuiltup the house:of Israek: May
you produce children in Ephrathah. and be-
stow 2 name: ‘in mmﬂEmrob.r A2and, ﬁE,ommw

mmmEEm of Tand wouid fall within the duties of the
go'el to keep the Jand in the family. 4.5 Acquiring Ruth,
It is less clear that-a go'el would be obligated to marry
the widow of the deceased landowner. This may be an
early form of leviraté marriage, which in Deut 25.5-10
is limited to the brother.of the deceased (cf ‘also:Gen
38). Or it may be aploy bj-Boaz to protect the interests
of Naomii-and Ruth-by: énsuring.that’ Ruth -and “her
childrenr would not beiséparated from this:Jandhold-
ing, as would happen if the kiniman redeemed: the
Iarid but did not marry Ruth: Boaz accepts thé double
obligation of acquiting the laitd-and Ruth, in-order
maintain-the dead mars nameon hisinheritance (4.9
10}, This'. echoes ‘the’ language . of -the levirate .in
Deuteroniority. Regardless of the exact Jegal obligation
{(which.is disputed), Boazls ch&ﬁw to-family emerges
strongly: Tl- this' his loyalty ‘mirrors that of..Ruth:
4.71Took-off'a sandal- This-ancient practice, which
needed t6'be explained even to biblical readers, i not
to'bé confised with the pulling offiof the sandal in'the

:ﬁw the :wmn to-redeent 1

founder of the dynasty of Judah: Thé geneal

the ichildren that.the-Lorp . wilk gh
this young woman; may-yourshouse
the House -of mSmN‘ SﬁoE .HmEmH

Hrm m&:mnﬁomw e« Dayid

Hw mo womN took ‘Ruth ‘and shé- bec
wife.:When they came together, th
‘made her conceive, and she boré a soi
the women :said tw Naomi, “Blessed
Lorn, who has not left: tyou-this de;
next-of-kin; and may-his namebere
in-Israel! 15He shall be te you arestor
and anourisher of your .old age;
daughter-in-law who loves youwhi
1o you-than, seven: sons, has. born
16Then Naomitook the child andJaid
her. . bosom,{and: became . his- nur
women of the hﬁmﬁvo&oe& sgavi
name; sayirg; 4 son hasbeen bornit
They named him'Obed; he vmntm
om Jesse, the father-of David;

. 18 Now:these are the %mnmn&mbﬁ
mmnmw becarme the father of Hezron, B
of Ram, Rarh of Amminadab, 20 A:
of Nahshon, Nahshon of Salmori,? m
Boaz, Boaz 0m men.r 22 O_umm om Hmmmm
of Umﬂm

TS OF. SAMUEL ammn&um m.a origing. om Emmaﬁw in HmHmmH mﬁ& recount Ew H.mem 0m Em
kings; Saul and David: The two books fall ronghly into:five narrative sections followed
ellany of asserted materials, The first sectionis the story of-Samuel (1 mmE 1.4=7.17),
des-atransition between the period of the judges andithe monarchy: The-account is
by.a yiew. of the prophet as a divinely appointed.leader capable of functioning:as
war leader, and judge. It noEBHpm as a strong’backgronnid themethe, nonmﬂbbmﬁoh

a OFL <m Mt 5&3 the hand n%.z‘auﬁn n:& .m.aw: b:

,
',

Sv Hﬁ

ﬁ@aﬁ 25.9). The sandal s a: @Eﬁﬁ& represer o
the-conveying of goods orrights from one
other. 412 Tamar . . . Judah. See Gen 3
nurse. The child’s guardian, ke a godmo
wetinurse. £.17 A son hus wmﬁ,ﬁr sHorn to Naomi,
ological sorror even 2 biological grandson, by
that he replaces the family that Naomi b
son-represerits the continudtion of the:famil
is'the central focus at the-end of-the stor
was at the beginning. 4:18—22 The-genealo
with Peres; the - fxst of the: twins born
Tamar (Gen 38.29}. The places of lionorin:
enth-and:tenth,; are doenpiéd by Boas; the

story; arid David, the preeminent Xing

”bmﬁmﬁﬁ section is the: ﬂoQ Om bmﬁm is 1ise to: Huoémn C mma Hm 35-2 mmE m

ter me in umﬂ.._m&mg invag gmﬂ&.ﬁm &Em&‘ mun_ Emﬁ w:m moﬂé& WEE&HEEm HqS,
e fifth section.describes the nnsuceessful revolt-of David’s son Absalom (2, mmE
:David isnow.a mature and tragic figure who is ebliged to flee Jerusalem in fear: for
rery neaxly loses his throne while witnessing the death, of two'of his sons.At the end
isa Ban&ﬁa\ mm Samr'20,23-24.25) nouﬁEbEm poetry. mﬁﬁ_uﬁm&o David; lists of
officers and warriors,.and a/variety opn bﬁwpndwm_ﬁmﬂmﬂ&m loosely.related; to-other

the story irto a’chapter in the antestryiof
taises the themé of family continuity to-a the
tional condmiity: The story of - family 5
story-of the royal family and henice the nati




FIRST 8$AMUEL Introduction "EIRST SAMUEL 1:1+10

;- - w.UmﬁmmowonEmn affirmation’ of -Davidic kingship or: everi.the- oounaw# of:a
HHRE&\ History . QE% _nosmu.mgmm BoﬁmHnEw dpmmm ﬁmmmmmmm E&zam Em wnnos.ﬂm om mmbwsw,_ mﬂgm as
THE LITERARY FOUNDATION of 1 and 2 Samuel is a group of early narrative sources up Sar ;
ater editors and compilers drew. At least four of these can be specifically identified. Th
the ark narrative, which is.found in [ Sam 4.1~7.1 and parts of 1 Sam 2 (some schiolar.

also E&ﬁmm partsof 2 mmE 6 dﬁm narrative GGHEE the nmﬁﬁm of the me 3 Em Phili

Bnm_r.wm os,dN afer ?w mmmﬁEoﬁob om Hmwnm&muu“ Swou gm?.&.mm
al capital and wmmmmsﬁﬁﬁm of the moéEBmR om Gedaliah (2 HObmw mm muv Hrm gﬁ-

i

‘Hm‘ommﬂ sﬁamwmﬁeom dsan chn mmmmnﬁon om Ew mSQ of’ Em oﬂmﬁ Om the Eouﬁog.

account of his liberation of Jabesh-gilead in ch. 11; and the description of his Philistine
chs. 1314, The third early source is the story of David’s rise to power (1 Sam Hm.p
5.10), which is designed to demonstrate David’s innocence of wrongdeing in his confl
the house of Saul and to aMEBh his dramatic ascent to the throne 4s a consequence.o
favolr Fhefourthiearlysotiree s thHé dccount of Absalonisrevolt ifi 2 Sarii 132207 Tts
to'disclose thi @E&H sirrmitaticss memﬁm to thieict ﬂm%ﬁ, thatforced David feriipot
eitile. The dceount’ explainy thiecdeath ofboth:Absdlorhiand Arinon, Davidb-firsth
géers to-have beeny noﬁwﬁmm_ﬁﬂw Enﬁ@q of David’sdeath-and the dccessionofSo
1 Kings 1-2t6 constittite & suttession narrative! ggﬂmm Huoi mowoﬁaw deQS
itisteadof onieof: hissevérall H“e%muw.z L RES “

In their present form 1 and® Sairuiel ate part of the Deltterionbmiistic H.bmﬁodw SE
from Dedteranbmiy Quodmw_ 2 _Hﬂﬂmm {see'asotheIntrodictibatd Joshi
toryof the Tsraelitesfromithe tiire of their drtival i thetpliing oFMoab and’ entr
profisédiland until thetité of their deportition €6 exile dnBabylon dfter. the) destr
Jexusaleéniby Nebuchadnezzar: The irterveningievaiits are rejjorted and évaluateda
principles derfved from theDevterdtiomiclaw sode (Dekt12-26)s Detiteroniomni
ltght in'1'and 2 'Samuielespecially it coritrast tofhdgesor Kirigs: Thewnly hijorpa
can be attributed to the historian are the oracle against the house of Eti-ifi 1:Sart 2: 27
lishing™the ascendancy of Q?Nmmowﬂmm ptiesthood; thieihistorieal Qwoﬂum.o..%‘m
farewelt address 11 Sant 12605 which: ‘belbnss to sedies ofdueh %mm&pmm_g\
in thie history arid thé ‘oracle of Wathian ihi2: Sn: u@&o&BHEum the:Davidie &Hmm
eréction of mpm Awgm&m it Wwﬁm&m

ks om ”Qﬁ.ognﬁw. HSE&W use muw .voowm“om mmEzm_E,E, HOamm as E& oa moE.nmm _.Eumﬂ

ARIETY OF REASONS, not all of them clear, the Hebrew text of 1.and 2 Samuel has come
s in'defective form; For this reason, translators must zély- heavily on the Septuaginit
ancient <mwm5bm as imc\f s thiee. mmmamﬁm.d\ mmEcmH Bmsmmnﬁw% @oﬁ O:,Eu..mn
b, nv. ? Nﬁm Eoo»wamw &, H

ST R vm 34& rmw ?osmb ﬁwm Howu had closed rma
uel’s Birth and Dedication womb: $Her.rival used to provoke her'severcly;
vewas 4 certain rian of Ramathaim, a  to frritatehes, because-the Lorn had closed
te? “from -the hill: .country of herwomb.”Soitwenton year by year; as often
whose'narmie was Elkanah son of Je-  as'she-went up 0 the house ofithe Lorp;, she
onvof Elihu son:of Tohu son'of Zuph, used'te provoke het, Therefore Hannah wept
aimite. 2He had two wives; the name and would not eat: $Her husband Elkanah said
ne‘was Hannah, and the name of the to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do
ninnah.-Peninnah. had nr;&.mav wﬁ you not eat? Why is-your heart sad? ?ﬁ T not
had rio'children. » - moreto you than ten sons?™ - -
is-mian used to go up year 3 year -9 Afterthey had-eaten and dramkat mgor
own:to:worship and to sacrifice to  Hanmah rose arid. presented herself before thi
f'hosts at Shiloh, ‘where the two Lorn.* Now Eli:the priest was sitting on the
li;Hophni and Phinehias, were wﬁm,#m seat beside the doorpost of the temiple of the
140n the daywhen Elkanah sacri=  Lozw.88he was deeply distressed and prayed
yould- give portions to his wife Pe- o 1 e 6.35.36: Heb Ramah o
to Nﬁ Hw@H gons mH_.m, &mﬁmﬁﬂm.._..mu m._u_.,_.ﬁ M mﬁBuﬂMﬂEm% Heb uncertain nm@n m._%u HMMWH MMM "uun
e m<o m Q.Oﬁm—m MOM ._ubﬁ.v b @mn G.mm mammmﬁmm wn&&é&@é the hox.u

pf Bmdx mrww_a mﬁwmm@ E&smaﬁa» mﬁeaﬁom,mmﬂﬁa . * : e

, e n.mnm,ﬂwnmocw.mag of thebirth ommmﬁﬂmr mmﬁbmr‘mj_ &o&mﬂmmou,.‘ as ‘a-Zuphite, see note on-2.5.
ates-thé first half of 1 Sammuel, and-of his  1.5.Shilok, in the-Ephraimite hills about twenty miles
& Nazirite (see vv. 1I; 22). 1.1 Rama~ north-northeast of Jerusalem, was the ¢entral sanctu-
athea, may have.been inthe northern  aryr of the.Israclites at the time -of Samuel’s birth!
ear: Titinah-and - Lod. Elkanak; though 1.6 Her rivial, Le., Peninnak: The Hebrew word became
hraimite here, is given alevitical genealogy = technical term for'd sezond wife or co-wife: i1 the
6;:whiere he is listed as a:member of the rabbinic period. 1.7 The references to the house of the
athiy'which. hiad special responsibility for Lororin this story are surprising in view of the biblical
Nimmi:3:29-:31); this qualifies his son Sam-  traditionthat no teinple existedbefore thie one in Jeru-
riestly dutieshie cairies ot ini chs. 23,00 salem {see 2 Sam 7.6; 1 Kings 8.16), but the Shilonite

.duonmr rSofne-séholars mﬁmﬁ thilg Huwoﬁvmﬁn THiztérialito! thie exile -andiassociate |
Déiiteroriornistic tevision of the'story; othérsargue that it'derivesfromittie titic'of
chy and underlies the final Deuteronomistic edition. In any case, itisinedessazy t
within it a group of passages that present the monarchy in a wholly negative way that:

T




SELOND sSAMUEL 4il1-5:1 SECOND SAMUEL 5.12-6.3

‘cedarrees, and: carpenters  tines abandened itheir-idéls fhere;and;
Hobuilt Davidia hiouse: £2Divid wu& ‘hisrmenicarried thémeaivay, : h
d thdt theLowrp bad established +:122 Once:again the Philistines cameup,-and
rdsraélsarid:thatche hadiexalted  werevspread-outsin the: valleyrofiRephaimn
n-for the sake/of s ﬂm@ﬁ@ﬁwm&‘ 2Wheh: ‘Davidiinquired of thei Loxp; he said;
lemyiaftet he came from Hebron, #You shall not go up;.go: around-io theirrear,
9.m SBS_USQ mu&.éomzmba and- comerupon them ' oppositérthe balsam
d: treeg: &ﬁ.ﬁﬁﬁ&oﬁ hiéar thesonindiof: gﬂ,&ﬁpm
inthe Sﬁm om Em w&mmﬁ, _Hmmmﬁ.wmﬁ&m ol @ﬁ

bringing sood news; 1 seized him’and-killed seven yearsand six-moniths;-and:at Jeru
rﬁnmﬁ N&mmismﬁmé»@%@wwém&quﬁm&:a he reigned over-all’ Israelyand Judak
three years.

mwoénmrm: H ndt
require: _Ew blgodrat! yourihand;-and: destroy
you from thelerth?? 1256 David commianded
the young rmieny dnd-they killed themy they cat
off theirlands mﬂm.mmmw.mnm.wdﬁm Eow m.e&mm
béside.the pooliat:
Ishbaal1:they toio

?EE?E “Made Q%H :
o HA:.G%

here, éven. En EE& mmm QGHmEn 5:
Wmoﬁf ;

mvmmgobvwnm wﬁm“ ,pﬁo&m rwe mqaé.oﬁ b B R G
vobm mb& mmmw _NmoH isonde - gm« iub@ me David-againgathered all the chosenmeri
. of Tstael; thirty thousand. ?David andiall
thetipeopleswith him-sét: outand went>from
Baalejiidahy; toWring up'fromthete thearkof
m&&: mo Eu Pmemﬁ God;which:is calléd by thename “owam?ﬁ@wu
E.ﬁ% EE you-give themiiritormy  of hosts who: is-énthroned: on the cherubim:
Davi :do ﬁho?ﬂ 3They'carried the dxk.of God-one new:catt;

stize and brotght it otit of the hibuse of: #ibinddab,
Which was onthe hill: Uzzah and-Ahie; the
songief: Euﬁmm&u :were. driving thewe [

fnto: therhouse

1

you it Uo mgﬂ vn &.&wwﬂa o», hd\ Humoﬁ&mam& hold;and .y [t
you who'shallbe rulér over Israel ?3Soiall the  builtsthe city alt:around fony the
elders-of Isracl:cathieito the kiig ati}lebroni wardi: 40 And-: David “becime. greate
and King David made a coveriant with therfrat  greater, for mﬁ Howuu the God éfhast

Hebron before:the Lorn, and théy .
DavidkingioveiIsraekidDavidwas thirtyyears
old:when'thé-begin®to’reign; and: he reigned
m@w% ‘years. 3At H.Hm@Hohﬁm H,dem%osm Juclah

with him.

.h ."..
|

.Eﬁaﬂgmm.wﬂﬂ

. 20 UmSm anﬁm Qang omh m -6,
L.12 Tomb of Abrizr. $ée3.32.

5.1-5 David becomes king a second fime,. now. o.m
the northern: trikies:-5.1=2 These-two ,&mnmmmv which
have & number: of verbal parallels withtheioracté-of
Nathan in ch. 7, were inserted by a Deitterondimistic  strict sense, ﬁrmﬁ, Naa mun._ %&. city n_.w Un&ma
editor in‘whosetime it was mitural for the Ismelitesto  to-this: hill(see:1-Kings 8/1), But bothitérms
déseribe themseles in-relation to:David; aJudahiteyas  tended toumiean-theicity as a whole:5.8 Al:this]
your-bonevand flesh; in< thes oldér’ matrative :{19:13) the Chrenidiérs-version, of the: captureiof:Jer
Bavid-usesithe samerexpression tosignifyrhis kinship  (1-Chr11:6) Joabwinsithe ofitiot.as Comim: . riicast o ACILL \SEE :
to .&m ﬁmowwn_& Emm?ﬁ ‘contrast t thié ﬂaoﬁmmomm% chiefof David’s mHB.w&.u‘..._mmmEm theattackiont + shouldbeemended toGibeon; sviiich was northwest
4 ¢ Water shafi;a verticallpassape used:-by.thie:Jeb . GEthe city £sek:2.12) and: thietefore:moke suitdd to the
haveacessite: therGition, erusalein’s primary salen (3 .‘ Iso: .QB,,L.» mi& For mmomp.&uv% of ﬁw@wﬁmmwﬂ passage: _mmumjzmm.&ucﬁ mm(
solipce;: from -withinthe- city=vralls: Aothist e 31 Bora conipos: - the
rifler: Q.Hmvﬁé' ‘tagid) iranslates theisame wordias  translation of the Hebrewrword rendered we Chr3,1=9.:0f: the sofis'mentioned
priméiine 78 (cfi note on 1 Sani-8.16)::5:3:A  sbeond; “windpipe’; David might be tellinghis troop Tomon il splay 4 sigriificant roletin the
older 'account’of . Daiiid’s appointment. as king:By  atithe. windpipe; dealing only:fatal blows o ‘miscellanydstailing Dayid’sisuscess -giomofdsrael in'liis new capital cf e LRATTUERN
nraking a:covenanttwith the Tstaekite élders David-is  leavethe D&. full of sreimeédipeoples(thelar wirs: BT @Eﬁ%&&.ﬁnﬁvﬁv%ﬁi ariothername{or ﬁ.ﬁm&.._wmuguo&. Homva,m.v v..dm%um
biriding:himiself to Certain 'obligations in réturni-for  blind).The dirratoruses the storyito.explain butAdellam;:a Judakite fortressiabout  the ark has been gince-tsizeturn &.,nﬁ ‘Philistia(see
fealty: 51445 These'chronologicilnoticés belong tothe  cluding the lamevand-blind: fromis the-osse thesouthwest. Wheté David sotight T Samn7.2): 6.2 Theark oiGod, the most sacred object
Deuteronomistid framework:bf-the narrativei(see Ins templei{tf. Lew21.16-+28; Deut 231k): 5.9.Nan (seel-Sdm 2 f24:22) and:wheré  in Jsraelite éen,mw%v.uuwﬂw.m Em wnﬁmuﬂm?nﬂ_ﬁ& ﬁ.o&
troduction;12.705 105 note on:1'Sam . 13:1).Biblical  cient Near-Fastern'conquerers'often réjfan: herencouriter with/Philistinesiivthe  ThelLorp . cherubim. Seémote on 1 Sam4:4. 6.5The
scholars generally date David's réign toithe firsthalf of, their:qwribonoe. Milloy Hebrew, tHe il (s6e2 Sam 23:13714):5.18 Valleyof - calrtuinwhicly the ark: refurned: fromi- Philistia: was
the:tenith; Cetrtury; £asi 1000-960 Hok.:5.6-46 Davids' work of somékind; sperhaps-a bullding platfy entified »ith mﬂu,_w_&n,_ uthwest 6f g.u,:&ﬁ asaerifice; 1Samn: mL‘H&m maa ini muw.omm.m,...n
private appdy siecessfullybesieges the-City. of the Jebs _atedby -flling a ravine; Solomonamplifiedor &ﬁﬁ.@%ﬁ@ﬂ@ﬁ&uﬂﬁm?@ﬁ?& ,:% cart is necessary for HEE pUTposes; see: n%ﬁw.mﬂ
usites:5.6" Jebusites; the Tindigériousinhabitants-of (FFings 9:15,24711.27):5:10:Theoldstory. Berjamin ‘and+judah{(see’Josh: 25:8;  1'Sam 6.7 Thic houseof Abinadab; whichwasor thehill
Jerusaldm whbm. Joshud failed. to.drive aways(Josh risetopower(sse Introduction):probablyerit
15:63; Judg 11213 There havérsbéen many attempts'to  with a _mb& recapitulation: of:its. céntral frof

aal-perazins'(“the' lord. of Perazim?) See 1 Sam'6.21; 7 1.Uzbah: and. ARip-were: Hot mens
&xplain the: Ho_@om the:blind-and the lashe in-this acr ; Hm,is 28).:5:21 Kirig Hiramew

5, 23 m&mnﬁ tredsi o_u_mq_.Gﬂ m.mnrmwm,moﬁn_wﬁm o?._,an
orbushor: aplace-tame, Backiaim? 5.24:The sound,of
marching will indicate that the Lorp has gone oyt 25 the
Divine Warrior to fight on David’s behalf. 5.25 Geba,
which was northeast of Jerusalem (see 1 Sam 13.3),

Hmw.mw‘@ mo&Umﬁm,

sanctitaly:6n o near MountDetazint  ficiled'iiy L Sam?7.J, where. we Were fold, thatAbinds
here:ig-name isiplayfully draced 46  dabs.son Eleazar ‘was-COnseerated forr service with-the

u




TSI A H AN IFOAUCEIOTT

b Chs, 34435(are mughicloserin style and:content to' Second-or Third Isaiah aid
dated 4o thewexilicor.postexilic period: Chs:24-27. soften referred to-asthe
e, contain protoapocalyptic-oracles that stand in: ‘mazked comtrast.to these of
Although Isaiah’s oraclés are rooted in particularhistorical contexts: and:his
ses:do mof-dissatve theréatity.of those contexts; the oraclés in.chs, 2427 are
.ooﬂhﬁuﬁrpﬂoi alicontextiand are marked by ahed?y dependence on mythes
%&Emboﬂamg dafe these chaptérs o theearlysixthicenitury Bce orlater. v

: asi Oﬁ&./ in-theZion tradition, whichcelebrated:Ged as the.greatking
rusalerd (Zioh) as.theicity God ¢hose to beiis royal dwelling; an'd:thé

avidic line as God’s anointéd vicéiregents:on earth: The influence of alkthreedss
adition is evident in the prophet’s megsage. Isaiah’siinaugural vision (61=4)por=
 exalted Fﬁmv from whose terrifying holiness-even mga mast atgust mﬁm&m must
That vision colors the prophet’s attitude toward, Epﬁgm\&m\n Buthins Bpmm«n
al for the-fear.and allegianice-that rightly belong: only to the:divine suzerain.(see
HmEm& mmmcupmm that Godhadfourided Zion/Jerusalem {1432y lived in #.(8.38)
3 Eﬁamﬁﬁm%‘m it. Nevertheless; since-the holy:God would nottiveina moral
mmEm&,HmHnm&mB,Eﬂmw ‘be purified by judgment-before-the city could be saved
Hmmsbmﬁa&mnmwnm to thei Davidlic royal traditioniisiclear fromihisiassurance

and mmdmu&,monﬁm%&momgm &m&wﬁm G.H .\:. H 1105 32. “T.uu s

-prEsupposk.ani Israclite aridience living-in: Babylon toward-the end: of-the
{ n..ﬁmmw:mmm,womup Thé prophet annouricesto; hisdistemers that the end of their
immiAent. Babylet, not:Assyria;is Iszael’s main-enemy; and the-burden of

mie sagé-is the:promise of deliverance, notithe thréat:of judgment.Moreover, the
the reign of the four Hﬁ%mz wabmm ) CEEIS . ertions the Persian muler Cymis (44.28;45: 1) as:afigure who has:come.te theat-
Isaiah’s inaugural wamw.obv he Umm ing inf . adierices Such notice: cerfainly presupposes Cyrus’s dethroning-ofhis Median
although the end of Fm i3S i (550} andperhaps Cyrudis:defeat of the: Lydian:King Groesus {547/6) as éwﬁ.
as 688. Isaialy’s dataBle dracles dust .ﬁﬁ s prophet’s iverk-cansprobablybe dated between45and:539 BCE L 7
war me wwm BCE),when. mwﬁ BE, wmwm& mﬁmnwmm mew Q 1 Iy depéndent on FirstIsaiab’s message, Second Isaiahvis also easily &mﬁEmEmr.
sshares ngwmpmﬁﬁﬁpq.nmbg%.wH_owWwﬁ.m.nﬁ@umma_ omthebolifiess 6FGod dnd

cthé greatkingy and he at:least adaptsttheeatlierprophet’s ideal bfthe' Dat
HonﬁNEm.. it t0:applyit-to the-entire nation. Unlike First Isaiah; however, the
rd:Isaiah is primatily:that.of conselation, and this message. is-couched in-a:diss
elatively longs: markedlylyrical eracles, Second.Tsalah feassures-the exiles that
trols E%S%,Um%ﬁa presefit appearances:the Lofd will soon demonstrate his
ing the.Jsraelites back tostheir own:country-in d-second: exodus moregloriods
&oﬁﬁﬁho& whé g.nmomﬁ@.wm aebmm, m% Wm‘cﬁoému ﬁ&m aze ds- n,an.rn.wv

66 ARE 50 mHzﬁww mﬁ&mﬂn&@ 10 Second [saiah that they must Wm mﬁﬂvﬁ&. el-
author or to some disciple or disciples who used the poetry of Second Isaiah as
historical setting presupposed is, uoénéﬁ different from that of Second Isaiah.




1s.a1Aak Introduction
The audi¢nce addressed by Third Isaiah is once more living in.the land.of Judakh: 52
gests that work had dlready begun on rebuilding the termple, work completed inth
'515 mcs. Theinitial return from Babylonian exile hasalready taken place;butithi
dus has not-been as glorious as Second Isaiah predicted; andlife fox the returnees in
mains very harsh. In-these difficult circumistances there:are both ecenomic oppre
am dtfempt to cope aﬁ&.mm%m.wncﬁnﬁmu a resurgerice in thé pagan ritualslong indi
rael. In response to-thissituation Third Isaiahrannounces God’s imminentjudgin
pressors-and syncretists: The prophet proniises-the righteous that God’s gloriousd
Istael, long promised by Second Isaiab, is soon'to be realized. Soon the wealth o
will:pour into Jerusalem along with the rest of Tsraél’s exiles, and the shaine and 30z
recent past-will be replaced with eternal joy and prosperity.. - PRt

ofJudakii’ !
?Nﬁm&. of judan -
ens, and listen; O edrth; -
o.wh_w.mmwwowmﬁ.u DER
Idren‘and brought them up,
have rebeiled against me,

v its owner, T L
- donkeyrits mastér’s. crib
%mm,,mdﬁ.wboz. : .
pledo fiot understand. .

M

aden with- {niquity; . -
whodoevily ., ...
1 whordeal-corruptly, - -
orsaken the'Loap, .. .
wﬁ%m%.. ed theHoly One of
del; g :

tterly mmn.ummmmu.._.p -

An Overarching Unity . oo e
DESPITE THE DIFFERENT HISTORICALSETTINGS to-which the various parts of the’b
attributed and the clear evidence of .Eaﬂﬁm.m&&aa&ﬁu there is also a certaid
unity. to. the book. All parts of the book share- a-commori theological tradition;
parts.seém to take up, adapt, respond to, or teverse announcements made in eark
book -while staying in that same theological “ﬁm&ﬂob.. Like most other propheti
book of Isaiah moves in a general way from oracles predominantly of ?&mamsﬁ to

vation. In response to these observations, recent scholarship has begun to turn e

tention away from the traditional historical-critical issues of historical setting an %%Mwwn?%nﬂvmmﬁammm
y . . . : - . . - . . ch ue 2

towazd an attempt-to explain-this overarching unity. Some scholass see this-unity oI mv.&.

a thorough reediting of the book by the latest authors ortheir disciples in théexilic
periods. In its most extrerne form, this scholarly trend alse-explores how the proph
tion as'a whole has been edited to shape interconnections within the whole prophet
. Most scholars, -even-of the most traditional historical-critical mold, .20&@@.&5
beén somie late editing of the:earlier parts of the book; but the evidence for: thor
tflonal; coherent editing of the bookas a whole i§not very persuasive. Suchi.recon:
far more hypothétical than the reconstiuctions of traditional Ristorical criticisa
constructionsiat least have attested externalhistoricalevents as a controbavérpu
Battles and political crises are:public events that Jeave records-elséwhere thani
buok itself. In contrast, editorial work by its very.nature is ﬂmdﬁ.m and; batring th
edrlier manuscripts showing:variant. text forms, the récanstruction of such:wor
above- the level .of mote-or less ‘plausible hypotheses.'In this author’s epinion
processes even within the material that maybe corfidently attributed to the ¢ighth:
Isaial of Jerusalem are oftenless than transparent. Thus the opinion reflected in:
 that the overarching unity of the book owes more to a common theological tradi
all thé authors stood than to any consistent and coherent ¢diting the bookhas:
common theological tradition and the fact that the later. authors were E@ob&ﬁm
mmenting on the earlier oracles in the book are sufficient explanation for the ove

{T.7. M. ROBERTS)]

- 10 other superscrip-
3 13.1714.287 15, .‘Hw.w Smm
3067, thiis superseripHan is in-
i ,m..mﬂ.w% o%nrm. H.me Nom,qﬂ.mﬂ »M, Mh
nﬁmn.mmﬁmﬂwnm.ﬂum,._uoow Aas a'prophetic
 given-to [ddaly by Isaiah, and it puits
a, H_S.nmn« historical : comtext, 1.2—
epalsuit against his people becanse of
¢ Mosaic covénait. 1.2-3 The acoy-
d'earth arestimirioned as witnesses
50; Mic 6.1~8) in this lawsuit be-
taesses when the covenant was orig-
4.23~26; 30:19; 31.24-30). God, the
le.of Tsrael, chirges thern with being
lildren: Umﬁ..‘.wm..mlmy a:¢rime subject to
- Hwammmﬂ,n HMaw. (Deut:21.18-21)
metimes used as 3 specific reference to
mmon._wnnmmR it’3s ap irclusive des:
peop ﬂ.&.bnn Zion, the capital ¢i
ﬁnﬁﬁbm@oﬁhm Bgmowwm.?.m%
: .mﬁoﬁ.wroim, less nsaanﬁmn&bw than
ficonntered in-dumb animals. (cf. Ter
.m.n_&mmm to-Tsragl underscering the
ehavior, L4 Al sometimes trans-

deressed: (5:8,11; 18). The-follow-
~them .as. God’s. wicked " childran
Holy-One of Irael, one of Tsaiah’s fa-

of Isaiah son of Amioz, which 6 the s¢
erning Judah dnd Jerusalern in From .ﬁﬁnwﬂ%m. ofthe
mF.Mo%mEv&rmN and Heze- u

is:ple exclamation to. get.thé atten- °

1sATAH 1110
foot even to the

there is no soundness in it,
butbruises and sores -~ . -
and bleeding wounds; .
they have not been drained, o "+ .
. boundup, . . .
or softened with ofl.

7 {vwoﬂ. countrylies desolate, - '
_ yourcities are burned with fire; -
I yOur very presence - ,
m&mbm devouryour land;
it is desolate; as overthrown Ew.
- foreighersic - .
8 m.b@ daughter Zion isleft - .
“like a:booth in-avineyard, .-
like a shelter in a cicumber Reld
- like abesteged-city, - - . . "
% Ifthe Lorp of hosts
had not left us a few survivors
we would have been like Sodom u
and become like Gomorrah,

10 Hear the word-of the Lorn,
_you rujers of Sodom! :

. Listen to the teaching of our God,
you people of Gomorrah! . - :

vorite designations for God (5,19, 2410.20 12.6; 17.7:
29.19: 30.11-12, 15; 31.1; 57.23). It gw%mwwﬂwmﬂ
M@%a%mnrmzm majesty and sanctity ‘of this God (cf
8 —=5), who nonetheless graciously cHose Jsracl and
EMM cw z,w midst Cm.mw Ex 24.9-11):0.5-6 To-treat
i M oly Qo.& with contempt is utter folly. Jsrael has
eady been disciplined so harshly that itds like a per-
son whose whole body is, covered with mwﬂwmwﬁ d
wounds yet who continues to provoke more Hummmmw-
oent. 1.7-8 The historical reality behind Tsaizls
Wuﬁgg of discipline éfipears to-be the desolatibn oF
e land cavsed by one of the- Assyrian - invasions
probably that of Sennacherib in 701 Bew. Ziow, an.
o,m._mﬂ name for Jerusalemn, which Sennacherib »mowmnnm
dnd besieged: Dloughter. Zion, personification of the
MMM 25 2 young woman carrying an undertone of affec-
! cﬁ%ﬂmmﬁﬁg Lorp of hosts; another of Isafah’s
%ﬂ% designations for God; it accursfifty-six tiresin
: §:'1-39: The:epithet portrays God as the king and
mm%a of the army of heavenlybeings (1 Kings 22.19)
and ‘thus: underscores' God’s: great imperial w ,o.s‘m‘
(2 m.mmw 6.2; Hu,m 24:107 Tsa:6.3). Sodom and Qo%o?nm
were' proverbial as citiés utterly destroyed v. Gad
,Ew&mw Gen i19.24-29; Déut 29,23; Ter ..A.m.wm.wmo 40;
?ﬂ PE..“ Zeph m..&.‘ L.10-17God rejects iﬁwe.,%oa.,
MW%.EHE such ritnals are accompenied by a’'genuine
ange to moral:behavior (cf.:29.15~14: Jer 6.20; 7.1~
Hm,,. Am 5:21-24). 110 Sodom-and Gomarrah S&H“m m“_.wo




1SATAH .?Q&:n%
The audience mm&.mm
gests that work-had”-
'515-BCE. Hﬁm&ﬁﬁw
dus hasmotby T
mains very}

an atternr
rael T
pres

Is

_oLe TSR

—oyourhand® -
y COUTtSROINOTE;. [
_sw0g offeringsisfutiles +1 .+
incefse is ah- m@@ﬂﬁbmzon 10 me.
New moon and sabbath.and- nmgbm om
convocation=—
I nmbboﬂ endure solémn. mmmaEEHmm
Fiwith iniguity. o af el
Your new moons mmmﬁ%oﬁxﬁuvoﬁﬂmm
festivals :

14

my-soul hates; =i {
they have’beconié a-buirdenitol Bav

T am wearyrof bearingthen i
When you stretch out your HE%

1 will hide my eyesifrom.yous:
even though youmakemany: ?,m%mnmv

1 will mot listeny; :

your hands-aresfull of Eeo&
16 ‘Wash yourselves; make <05Hm&<mm clean;
.. remove the evil Om our doings

15

Jearn:to do. gao
el justice, - o ¢
~rescue the oppressed;
mnmga Eﬂomwrmﬁv

IS

proverbial as utserly wicked. citics:d
Deiit. 32.32%; Jer.23:.14;-Lam 4:6)x Luts My soul; a Bé-
brew idiom-meaning “I7: 115 Handsisie full:of blood,
hands: stained “by- murder ands: sviolent, gppression:
L17:Becanse of their-relative powerlesstiess: orphans

andwidowswere two classes of-peopleoftemnsubjectto

oppression: imrancient, Near Basternso&ieties. Follows:
ing:the Near Basternclegal traditionyTsraelite law ‘ex:
tended: mmmn&&ounmg for their. ?eﬁoﬁeﬁ (Ex:22:21;
Deut?4:175 27.19); and thisconeerris slsorreflected in.
Tsrael’s otherreligiousditetatire’ (Job 31116 Ps:94:6; Jer
7.6; Zach.7:10), 1:18=20:The: covenantal:choicesof life
or death:{cfi Deut30:19720) - 1:18:Argne, astimealaws

strit beforéa judgei(cf: Fob 23.7). T be use of mglmwwnm_

9; Ger19.1-28;

L2 thongh-your sins ares H,._w@mmnmn

Emommnmmmu 3
+ thidugh they averred likele
they shall become likeiweo
13 If you are willing and obedien
%Oﬁlm_umw,mmﬁ the'gdod of't
20 butifyot refusé amd rebel
~ you shall-bel devonred
mo.h aum os\% ofith

2t How! 9&&9&& city,
has becorme a whor!
She'thatwas full of justh
righteousness lodged in her
but now murderers! i

22 Your silverhasibecoineds
your wine is mixed ivith:

23 Your princes arerebél
" and comipaniens of:thiev
Bveryone lovesia bribe
and runs after m&m.

They do riotdefend theozph

. mﬂa the widow’s cause do

yousstall-be _omm& &m Dsa of >

IS AT 10:27-2.9

and that we may walki his wmmum
For out of Zionsshalligo forthr Ems.ﬁnaon

and the word of the Eorp: fromy v

il amwnm&mﬁ

sratyd: &mn%mmﬁ into. wHEHE it
o oowm
nation shall not ﬁm up’ méo& mmﬁnﬂn

5.0 .ﬁoﬁma o». Hmnov :
. .noﬁmbmw uswalk it
in thelight of the Lorp! - (i«
6 For youHave forsaker thie zqﬁﬁ o
peopleyss
O:Bouse of Jaco
Hﬁ%amﬁw@ are full gfidt
o a mm.m._.!,‘\_ o
and of mooﬂwmmﬁnm Enm Em Frmgmmv
and they clasp handswith, Ymowﬁmwmwm
7 Theirland is filled $ith' silver-arid-gold,
and there is no end to their. ﬂ.mmmﬁmm
«:itheirland is'filled with horses;: . v
" and there is no end to theis nﬂmhoﬁm
8 Their landisfilled-with fdolsy ¢ ;
they bow. moéb 8 9@50% &.. &»QH
~hands, ;
to what their'own mE ers
¢ And-se-peepleare EEH_%H& rm%m 5.& &
andeveryoiie isbrought Hoé
de noﬂ m?ﬁ?m them!.

a Oritsiakers b m 51
. &S:«é eBlacks the E@a &w

privent: fof. veirT8420% 33. 14=16}1
.Eunﬂ condémns; sacred:groves sas
108 13); Egoﬂmw%onma&og
ary Kifig- Hezeldsh - they.were ide-

nugoﬁ, mm,..Hm.dmwron foi-wickedne
froimn the association of these colorsv
15); cloth of thils color wasused.in cer

(Levs)dd6; 49-52; N 8.4). 151 Strome]
- g-here: réfersito th
m_oﬁoﬁuﬂﬂw,ﬁnﬁ be @.ﬁm&ﬂ = Theirviork, better itsimiakers (see. ﬂmm._m.
et cif

the:humian keepers.ofithé grove;

1=23 - @o@.
. . ebrew between:dis inwma and

%a@@?vwﬁ
notdised in:
counselord can onkyrefer:to 1oy

alem first wmnmﬁo an Tsraclite city
6-9). 1.27~28 Oxly the repentant

trated disputes among their §..wmm._@ FGod as s
over ali the nations will settle international &mﬁﬁnﬂmﬂw
arbitration.at ferusalem;.thus: bringingati end to whr
This oracle alsdoccursin Micd:l ~3 lwmx?mmﬂgd
mﬁnmﬁw& dgainst the house of Jacob-aid-every lrival
to God's majesty2:5~6a These versés form s logical -
connectibn between: the preceding and-following ora-
cles: House of: Jacob; presumably the:Northern King=
MMHMV.?Q& &) s ¢f 8,175 10.20:2 1)1 Since theima-
s dreTgdingite: come-td God in: Jetusalet,:
which hasi forsaken the ways-of its Moow? s &wwmﬂh.
vited to petdrnand:onice more walk vith God! Mic
4:d25 ends the oracle: differently: 26622 The sin:6f
Jatobilsrael is:dlustiated (vv. 6-9) did-Gods: judg:
Ipefthis annourced v, 10422):12:6b Diitinersand
33?&@3. weretegarded as Pagan:-fortine-tellars and
Werenottothe sonsulted in Tsrael (Deilt18.14), lorpar-




1sara®E.3].3-32.11

3- Hrm m%dgm are rﬁam? mumﬁoﬂ
God;
Em:. raummm are mamr EE not' &HE
‘When the Lorir stretches:out his hand,
+ the helper will stumble;and Em one
7. helped-willfall, S
mua they will all perish ﬁomm\&mﬂ

4 Forthusthe Lorop said to me; -
Asa WQb or a-young lion’ mﬂoéw over nw
: .umamulérnn a _um..sm om u&m—uwﬁ% is.
- oo ealled out against it ,
is nof terrified by their mwOﬁgm
- or-daunted at their noise, -

- so'the Lorb of hosts will come: mosS
ot mmrﬂ upon Zoﬂﬂ, Nwoa. and nwOb its
A EFTIE E _
5. Ew@ gn&m hovering o.ﬁmmummm 50 mpm .
e " Lozrp of hosts *-

i SE protect Fw&&mﬁu : L
e .wm will protect and: deliver F C R
rm SE mwmwn mb& rescue n R

m HEd _umnw to EE éroB %os H:a %n@q _
_unﬁwﬁm O-people of fsrael. 7For on that day

all of you shall throw away youridols of sitver
and idols of gold, which your | Wmuaw have sin-
fully made foryou. " -
&: “Then the Assyrian shall mm: E\ a méoﬂnr
not of mortals; .
mam a sword; not of wgmsm, §hall
** devour him;- - .
Wm mrmﬁ flee from the mssav
and his young men shall. _um put to
forcedlabor. .
9 - His'rock shall'pass away in terror, -
mb& wum ommnwam mmmﬂ.ﬂ m.ﬁ mﬂmwmm& in
says _..Wmvhowbu s&omm mu..m isin: NH_E.,u
and whose furnaceis. in Jerusalem..

: mgﬁﬁiﬂi_aﬁ%M:ﬁ.m.mn.wﬁm&.ﬂ.&

w See, a king will reign in'rightecusness,
and ,E..Enmm SE H.Em SEJ. Emnnn..

‘3L.1-3 Cf. 30.1—17; Jer. 17.5—8. 31.4-9 .Hm.:w mixed

,ﬁm@& -of -an-attacking lien- (5. mB and protecting

birds {Deut:32.11) suggests God’s siege of Jerusalem
followed: by'his deliverance of the city (see 29:1-8).
314 Cf. Jer 25:30,:34—38. 31.6~7.A: £all 10 repentance
originally addressed to the Northern Kirgdom; (cf.
220;717.7-8). 31.8~9 God will destroy Assjria; the
Lord:dwells in Jerusalem like 2 fire or a ?Eﬁ@ ready
to refine his own people or consume his ‘enemiés (see

makeyourselves bare, .

2 Each will be like a r&E Em )
sackcloth-on yourloins.

wind,

- :aicovert fromthe mmaﬁ.ﬂ

Enm streams of water in 2

- ‘like the shade of a mummﬂ 10
land. :

3 H_pmb theé eyes of those who

~oiet wilknot be clossd;

s and the ears.of thosewhoha

, ~will lister:

ip:in thorng msa vﬁmnmv

“joyous houses -

‘. :andthe tongues of MSE..
cete m@nmwwmuﬁ«mmu&.&

. rand their. BE% Eo ‘in
soto mnmncnn rﬁmo&Enwmu

, mbu to mmmﬁﬁw 50 mﬁmﬁ
" The willainies of villains are
5% devise wicked devic
o ruin the poor with lying:

m<§ when‘the Em of the

‘ooright- s

. .‘,wﬁ Eomm who'are. ﬁoE plan
i mhm EN noEm %Emm they:

il disappear. moBEQm&
.J., §.= be ﬁnﬂ.d‘ Hﬁm Ho?

C o my voleey o
wod noEEmnmg &mzmrga
- speech
1 H..a little more than a yea
oo you'will shudder; you com

“ ones;
for the vintage will fail,
the fruit hay
11 Tretnble; you vomeh who

- ; &E&maﬁ you noEEmonH:

By

,.mEnbﬁ will only ,Un nbmmm when muw
od’s spikit brings justice and righ-
ople sor E.E.. 93\ E@E manzﬂ@ ?mn

a m% “_:Q

1:25; 30,27--33; 33, Ev 32. HIme.nwﬂ
the'ideal ¥ing'(9.1-7;11.1-9) arid
will be.miarked by righteotisness.and:
like: the former officials who «oppr
G mm ngLmv &.ﬁmm EMQ. ES Go

extended - Hﬁow_umﬂn H:E.m% .Emﬁ n-
.&ﬁnmﬁa (v 2-9); onmn_nm @H_onz&:m

Warpiiig to the menwﬂocw oppres-
shewills come{see10,5-12). '33.2—
nent praising-God as the defender-of

ISATAHE. 32.12+33.9

*youtreacherous one, % i

with whom no one has m.m&ﬂ
treacherously!

‘When.you have.ceased to. mmwﬁﬂoﬂ :
you will be destroyed; -

and when you have mﬁoww&, %&Em
.+ treacherouslyy - -

%oﬁ 2& vm mmm: ﬁﬁrﬂmmnwﬁosm@

2 O H.owu wm mﬂmﬁoﬁ to us; we Smm mon
Foyous-s Lo
wm Our arm every HoHEbm, :
. our salvation i thé time of trouble.
3 ;ﬁ the sound of tumult; peoples fled;
before your majesty, nations scattered.
4 - Spoil was gathered as the. nmﬁ@&ﬁ.
gathers; L
v+ a5 locusts leap;they leaped® ypon it.
5 The Loro is exalted, he dwellsion EmF
he filled: Zion with Emﬁnw and:
7. righteousness; -1 ;
6 he will be the stability of your ﬂBmmv
abundance of salvation, sammo“.bu and
khowledge; ~
mum mmmﬂ om zuo Lorp i is NBd s ﬁmmmE..m.

7 Em\an_ Qﬁ 4&&51 nJ\ in. ﬁrm wﬁmma,
--the enwoys of peace:weep: gﬁmu@
8 .ﬁpm highways are deserted, :
travelers have quit the. H.omm.
The treaty isbroken; -+ 7 ...
its oaths? are despised,
-~ its obligation? is distegarded.
9 The land mourns and languishes;
Lebanon is. noumo:hmm& mb& SE.EE
S away; g
mrmaob is H%w 4 mmmmﬂr

[T et

a Cn: Heb And it will hail when the %E.Wu, comes down
b Meaning of Heb uncertain. ¢ Heb #is treasire; meaning of

Heb uncertain ' d Q Ms: T cities e Or ¢ everyone

Zion acd describing the treachery of the oppressor.
332 Arm, source of strength. Morning, the time of
‘God’s intervention (Ps 46.5). 33.3—4 Traditional im-
agery from- the-Zion tradition (se¢:Introduction) for
God’s iprotection «of Jerusalem; see Pss 48.4—6; 76.5.
33.5-6-God’s presence in Jerusalem isits tréasure, the
source of its«security (Pss-46.7, Tl 48.1-3; 76.1-3):
3379 The situdtiori of :need ié described:as ome. of
imminent war cauged by the treacherous-disregard of
pedce Initiatives and eatlier treaty bommitments: Sen-
nacherib’s -continuation .of the campaign “against
Jerusalem despite Hezekiah's offer of submission pro-
vides a possible historical setting (2 Kings 18.13-37%




PSATAHT33:10-34:1
and w&wg and. Omﬁs& %&8 om their

Eu E.E mFEmﬁ domes fromvit. -

 tribute? .
gm&m is &mmou@.ég [

omed:-them, rm?ﬁ erx them

a nEmﬁ rw,ummﬁouu ani
1 whose stakes willmever ]

trembling has mﬂwmm.aum,mo&mmm
ngomeobm as:cay Ea with thig:

458 Baobm us Can: 5 mwith

s it gverlasting flames??
15 HWOmm who walk Emgmocmdn and mﬁmmw

i _._.ﬁﬁ..__.”—m._ﬂ.n._um L h

whe:despise the gain of: ogammﬂo?

who wave aaya’ _uﬁ_umﬁmnmm@ 0f; orie

. atcepting ity

who stop their amﬂm WQE Wmmmbm of

bloodshed:- -

and shut Eﬂn mﬁmm mBE _,o&ﬂum‘ou

sauEvily ;

1s Qmﬂéuwé ol Em wﬁ%.;ﬂ :

their refuge will vm thes monﬁmmmmm om

Hoowm: e

their food will be mnwvwmm their aﬁnmﬁ.

mmmﬁ.&

17 m‘osﬂmw@w will see the Hahm mp\g‘dwus@m.:
they will behold a land that stretches

ers in ,ﬁmmbrmnw »&Bﬁmﬂoﬂ Q.um
23/This portrayal of Jernsalernimakes

m_o.Nwiwwv... wm.mmina Hn_\ummm.onmm ﬁoé_um Hmmm 'dis-
play of God’s power before-the,niations; the smners
ameong hisiown, peoplz are tenrifieds forionty the. righs
teotiscan live in the presence ofisuchia God (seq Fss:5;
24. mlmu._ 33.47~24In that gelden future the righteous
will zgjoice in the-glory of their king.and in the security
of Facm&mnr 33,1820 15 that day thedfetmeriterror
will seerm bt aidream.(29: 78 inplace: ‘of. enemy, of:

ﬂwm same ﬁmﬂoa as n_um 666, 1 15:Edomis-ruins will be overgrown

_ 17 He'has cast.the'lot for:them,:-

O TS-A LA H: 34:2-17

10 Night and day-itshdllnotbe quénchéd;
:; :its smoke:shall goiup forever.:.. -
From mmnmﬂmmob,ﬂo...m_msmwmﬁoa it shall lie
.. waste;
“1o mmm.m&éﬁmmm 93?@# it mo

! andever.

ek and Eﬁm mwnmr&;ﬁ it

.-

12 dpmﬁ shall:narme .Z?E%E ,ERH».
- and all its princes shall he:nothing.
13 Thorns shall grow over its strongholds,
nettles and thistlesin-its fortresses:
It shall:bejtlie haunt; ofjackalsy
. nan’abode foriostriches: s
14 Wildcats shallmieetjwith hyenass
goat-demons shalltcallitoseach Qmumnu
there 80%.&%5%&%%80
and find a.place;to rest.
15 There shall the.owlnest:r.

Eﬁ.m too \&m _uzmmmam mwé mmmumw
;each-onerwith-its hate.,» o7 bow

16 Seelsandread from the bookof the Lors:
vruNotioneof these-shall be: missing;

none shall be without its mite.

For thé:moathof the: Hewb h

commanded;

and his spirit/lvas mﬁrmum them:

ser
v

EIEPY Hﬁm hand: bmm.we.&cu& it ont a@ m.aE
59 theding -

1

a On.o%ﬂmnuﬁ.u_.mﬁw@&&aam m&@a&mﬂ [ m&ﬂ&ﬁiuwﬁu
¢ Identification uncertain 4 Héb lacks over

eristire; mqﬁmrﬁ gdmoﬁmhmb& _éa.an& abmmu dﬁn E%
werealsorised taidecide ifabuildingnéeded-tobetorn
down #@281617; - Ami [7:7-9)3:3442 ' No, Kingdam
Theré, a miocking nameygiven ito the IBddmite ruins:
34.14; Goag-demons, Lilithmwovaricties;:¢f demons
theughtto inhabit abandoned ruins. 34.16.Book of the
Lozbyperhaps;a referenceito:an garlieriseroll comtaing
ing'the similarjudgment against,Babylon {13.19-22}):
34.17. As thie Terdelites were assigned theit inheritante
iy the land:of Canaan: by of:{ Josh: 14.3-£2),ithese:wild
creatures-haye: beed mmﬂmnmm HWEHE.E. of: w&uﬁnﬁ as
theirallottedrinbieritantes i ) Ty 4y i




TS ATAH  35,1-36.5

‘they shall possessit forever, .- .« .
from generation to' generation they
shall livedqn.it.-. - . . . .7

elying‘on. Egypt, that broken
fch:will: pierce the hand of
it Suich is Pharaok king

way shallibe there;
8 M it shall be called:thi
-unclean shall not tra

o : hotelyon him. 7Butif you sa
O 7 but it shall be for A ) o v%. Y
Th i . ¢ »:no.traveler, not evenfuols &umﬁowuuoﬂ God, s it not
fe Return of the Redeerned to Zjon astray. B laces and-altars Hezekizh has

w m The wilderness and the dry land sha s N Jiop st bethere, -
- rbe glad, v el o " nporshall anyravenoush
the desert shafl rejoice-and blossor ....

on it;
-like the crocug 23 shall blossom Y they shall not bé found ‘ther
» 7 abundantlyy |, e but the redeemed shall walk
and rejoice with joy and singy, toit, 10 Andtheransomedofithe Lor
The glory of Lebanon: shallbes STt <
H.Tw, majesty of Carme] ang el and come to Zion withisin
They shall see the glory of /' ; everlasting joy shall be tp
_the majesty of our Goy they shall:obtain joy:

$aid-to me, Go.up ‘against

? mﬁmamﬁw@uﬁm émmw “mhmmv O and sorrow and sighing sh ddestroy it
and make .mwue%\mmgm_wﬁmnm_.. -

B e . " Senmacherib Threat 1S,
4 Sayto those wh o_.‘“..\‘.,om um.‘mm% _mm,ﬁp

. : . _ Tease speak to your servants

. i - B In:the fourteenth year i D :
“Be wwcnmu_.mlowwmm . W @ kiahs: King' Sennacheri Weunderstand it do Dot speak
Hete ig.your G4 o Judah within/fhe heaz-

came up against all the mo&.
and captured-thein: 2The Fin;
: the Rabshakeh from Lachishito:

L at Jerusalem, with a gredt.arm

He wili co-© with vengeance; - -
with terpipyTecomipense. . - .-
) jreomeand saveyou
e ey,

e-omthe wall” 12But
aid; “Has my master sent nje
se:words to your master and to

T e TR e duit.of the upper ool o the‘peoplesitting on the wall,
5 Then cheeyes of the EE&.M‘F&. be Hw anmoﬁﬂmw.w%%m,wmwwm%mw& ed with you to eat their own
o Q@ﬂﬂﬁ&w e ' . o ﬂ_. .. T - - EIE W Urine™ e o e .

and the ears'of the deaf unstopped; him Bliakitn son'o .‘EE@.ESHQ
¢ thenithe lame shall leap like a'deer;. -~ ' of Mmﬁ w&mﬁw\m mﬁ% WWmMn,
nd-the tan Il &mmm.nmmb HO son- of. ,m.m 5 d ..
ﬁb@ﬁﬂmﬂ%ﬂdm wan‘w.mwmm.. R & - 4he wwwmwNwmr.mﬁmuﬁo then:
For waters shall break forth in theé :- kiah: Thus'saysithe great wEm
wilderness, | .. syria: On-what' mo.%.oz baséthis
andstreams in the desert; - yours? Do you EEW ﬁrwmo.
7 the burning sand shall become a-pool, strategy-and Huwémn,.moa.éﬁ m
»+--:and the thirsty ground springs'of water; now-xely, Pmd q.@ﬂ&mﬁ el
the baunt of jackals shall becomea - o ‘
swapp,® o
. the grass.shall become reeds and Hum.rww.

abshakel stood and called
ice’inthe languageof:Judah,
s of the great king; the'king of
Us:says theking:Tio notlet Hez-
forhewillniot be able t6 de.-
not let Hezekiah makeyou rely
. saying, The Lorp will ‘surely
city wilk tiotbe given into the
-of:Assyrial 16 Do not listen to
thuszsays the king: of Assyria:
cace with me and come out to

¢ ofyonwill eat from: your
your own

a Cn: Heb in the haunt of jackills i hér reot
ithy ¢ Cr:Heb for th

campaign against Jerusalem, u.m.u Fo
King Hezekinh. According to: his' anm
besieged  Jizdah in 701" needuring
third nmu.ﬁw&mum..rmnnm_mwnmﬁmb €,
715; two other passages-date’the:b
kiah'd reign'to 729 based on'a'synch

35.1--10 This oracle originally belonged to the nw.m.mn
collection in chs. 40-55, 35.1-2 The saEB.bmmm will
bloony {41:18—1%; 5L.3), -and all shall see the WFQA.GM
the:Lorp (40.5).35.3—4 An unnamed mnoemv%m?mmm
the angelicmerithers of Goid's divine council ?ﬁ.@o.@!
2}, is~commissioned "to strengthen .H.Wn disheartened
withthe. good riéws that God is-Coming-to save &9.:
{cf. 40.910;:41.10, 13-14;:43.1;. 5 44.2; 51.7%: m..ﬁ..&...
35.5-6a The spiritual disabilities of God’s peoplé ?mm.
6:9-10;-29.9-10; 32.3; 42.18-20) ﬁ%wﬂ .,aownmwg

6b=7 Cf 41:18=19. 35.8 There will* s Fighivay . bshikeh, " chi
M“M.me the wildérness that mio-one can H.Emm (30:20— mo._.“.,m.Emr official. ,hn,hrmm. 2
21540.3-4; 42:16).35.9 Cf, 11.6--9.35,10 Sée 51,11 Hfmmw V.maﬂﬂpﬂﬁw. rosakem >
-1 36.1-39.8. Historical appendix:Apdrt from 389~ Jerusalern an L dra muuﬁ,....m o
20, thisirhaterial seems to have been inserted m_“wmb G:%mmwwnmuw won.nHmWHn. | mF e
2 HA.Emm 18.13; 18.17-20.19. 36.1-22 Sennactierib’s nacherib’s palace in Nirie ¥

5 for d similar As-
1270 ligfous sitiation in
9Cf: 10.8.36.10:This is typical
AT ﬁwna._ﬁ.nuswm.ﬁm,‘&ng-
the} period;. thie:language’ of Judah
#id-not tinderstand
rrible! conditjons resulting from-a
w2 ‘Propaganda speech

‘and file:of Jerusalem’s: defenders,
rpady; Sattiarid. . See. note “on:: 10.5.

 ————— ey

ISATAH 36.6-37.6

and take you away te aland like your-own
land; 2-Jand of grain and wine; alarid of bread
and vineyards; 18Do not let: Hevekial mislead
you by saying, The Loro will 'save 115, Hagany
of the'gods of the nations saved their Yand-cut
of the hand of the king of Assyria® 19Wheré
are the gods of Harnath and Arpad? Where are
the'gods of Sepharvaim? Have:they delivered
Samaria outof my hand? 20Whg among all'the
gods of these cotmntries have saved-their coun.
tries out of my hand; that the Logp should
save Jerusalemn out of my band?. e e
~ 21 Butthey were silerit and. aniswered him
fiot a'word, for the king’s commiand was, “Do
not-answer him? 22 Then Eliakirn son of Hil
kiah, who was in charge: of the'palace; and
Shebna the secretary, and Joah son of'Asaph,
the recorder, came to- Hezekiah swith their
clothes torn, arid told -him the words of the
Rabshakeh: - & . 5o, e L

. Hezekiah Consults fsaiah P
w ﬂ ‘When .Habm.,mmnn_amm&mﬁamﬁ he tore
7. 4 +7his clothes] coverbd himself with sack-
cloth; and went:into'the house of the Lorp:
2And he sent Eliakim, who was in charge of
the palace, and Shebna the secretary, and the
senior priests, covered with sickeloth, to the
prophet: Isaiah “son. of ‘Amoz, 3 They said to
him, “Thus'says Hezekiah, Thisday is a day of
distress; of rebuké,.and of disgrace;. children
have. come:teo-the birth, and there :is"no
strength-fo-bring them forth, 41t may be that
the LorD' your ‘God- heard -the words of-the
Rabshakeh; whom his master the: king of As-
syHia has setit to'mock the living God, and will
rebuke the-words that-the Lorp your God has
heard; therefore’ lift up yoltr. prayer- for the
remnant that is left> ..o . L G
“*5 When “the ‘servants -of King Hezekiah
came to Isaiah; $Tsaiah said to them, “Say to
Har miastér; “Thug says-the ToRD? o

orp: Do not be

+ Sepharyain (“Sibraim, Erel¢ 47.16), .city locdted be-

tween:Damascusand Hamath, P
37:1-35 From 2 Kings 19 dlso of 2 Chr 32:16-23.
37.3-7 Hezeliah’s - first - consulthtion with *Isaiah;
370 Tore- his cothes, éovered. himself with-sackcloth;
signs..of mourning. 37.2 Delegations sent from the
king té consulta prophet were Hormalin suth circum.
stances (2Kings 22.11-14; Yer 37.3).37:5-7 Isaiah re-
asstures Hezeldah: Ruurrior, Teport ‘of'problems back:in
Assyria. Fall by the $word: Sennacheril vwas murderéd
by bis own sons i Assyria, bt he Was not killed antil
681 BCE, twenty ﬁﬂwwmﬂ&%ﬁiamswawp This




MIC AH { Introduction

gmn cia and'Philistia Qw%w&od E& Eﬂobv mm&ﬂﬁ mmubmow.mbv
1h attatked the Southern Kingdom in on meHJ?m fied

The Prophet - 7 | .
VERY LITTLE 1§ KNOWN mﬂoﬁ Micah, whose name, which means “Who is like th
common in ancient Isragl. The prophet is distinguished from his. m.m..Bmmwwmmd
fied with his hometown Maoresheth; a pastoral village that was Bomﬂ likely a
minjstrative outpost of Jerusalem. Together with gom.v Tsaiah, and Hosea, Mi
Israel’s four great eighth-century BcE waowﬁna. His rural. roots in the moﬁw
Judah, enabled him to understand how the ovérbearing palicies of the Huo:ﬂn&.
ligious leaders of his time affected the peasant class. A HUHoEpnﬁ more of the ma
town square than the temple or its sanctuary, H,En&w mnEHmm.mmm injustice with T
etic eloquence.

ing-surped by persondl self- Eﬁmﬁmﬁ on'the Humww of. F%mimﬁx noEnE Hmama
rcHdnt} mw biting P .

Historical Situation
THE SUPERSCRIPTION (1.1) SUGGESTS that Micah prophesied during the reigns o
kings: Jotham (742-735), Ahaz (735-715), and Hezekiah (715-687/6 BCE). M
Micah’s prophetic career ?ovmzﬁ spanned the last quarter of the Qmwms centy
reigns of Ahaz and Hezekizh.

Awvigorous ruler, Hezekiah initjated several amrmuonm H&ogm. He Sow many
safeguard Judah .mm.ﬂuu\n the threat of 2n Assyrian invision, including ‘moH.BEm..
Phoenicia and Philistia against Sennacherib, Assyria’s king, the successor of Sary
Hezekiah, Tudah au@ﬁﬁﬂn& an economic revolution. Wealth, invested iri the Iz
mp.os‘mu of vast estates and the noumwmm of mﬁmﬁ.roEEmm. Wealthy landowners th
pense of small peasant farmers. The shift from a barterihg to a monetary, merca
increased the gap between the rich and the Huoow. Furthermore, many ?.mmm ;
viewed their ministry as a business rather than a vocation and acted accordingt :
preached during a ‘ime when Tuddh was experiencing radical internal &pmbm
E&mw the threat of a foreign Burg invasion.

1238




MrPciA® 3.1249.

“Surely the Lorp-is-withi us! '
' No harm shall come upon us?”
12. Therefore because of you 1 -5
Zion shall'be plowed as a-field;. . =
WHE&QB, sHall become a heap of: HsEmv
. -and the mountain of the housea: "
wooded height.

Peace and ,WNHE,::\ Hr«anmr me&m:nn

In daystocome . o = L. o e
the mountain oH, Em Howu s HScmm
shall be established as ,_&m Emwﬁmﬂ om ﬂrm
© mountaing, oo
and.shallbe nmm&. up s&osw mum rEm.
Peoples shall strean:tordt; ©
2 - and-many nations.shall come Eﬁ say:
“Come; letusigo up-to the Bonng of -
the Lorpy: - oo b
6 the house of:the @o& om Hmno_u
that e may teachuasthis ways - .
and that we may walkin hispaths”
For out of Zion shall go forth Bmadnﬂo?
and:the'word of the LokD mSB
Jerusalem. =
3 He shall judge betweén'many peoples,
- and shall arbitrate: ngmmb mﬁoum
nations faraway; -+ .,
they shall beat their mﬁaam into~.
plowshazes; .
and their spears.into- ?.Eﬁum roo#ﬁ
nation shall: not Tift:up- mée..& mmmﬁmﬂ
v ‘nation;: -
neither shall ﬂwﬂw wmﬂd war mb% H.bonmv

smug confidence. 3.12 The severest of all ?&mﬁabﬁm.
What is most precious to God is about to be destroyed;
whet happened to-Samaria- {1.6) will-also happen.to
Jerusalem. This.stunning -announcement is-theone
least expected. by the political and-religious leaders,
who hzd-put:their confidence:in: the-Zion: tradition
with itsmessage of the inviolability of Terusalerm. Here

‘Micahshatters the leaders’ religious pride. .-

++ 4:1—5 Arprophetic vision that promises peace for
thefiiture, dosely: paralleled- i Isa-2.2—4; “but.in
marked contrast to' Mic:3.12. Scholars-disagree on.the
relationship - between these. texts,”. and: some - have
posited -dependesice. on a. common: source. 4t The
mountaid of the Loxw’s house, Mount Zion. 4.2 Three
times  each'year on the major-feasts (Passover; Penter
cost,-and Tabernacles)-pilgrims wént up'to Jerusalem
{Ps-122.1,4). Instruction (Hebrew forah); in the sensé
of divine teachings: 4.3 Micah describesa vision of
world peace that God as justzuler andjudge will bring
about in a nonviolent way through'arbitration: This
vision. would: fulfill one.of the sovertign’s’main. res
spengibilities; namely, t& bring pedce and tranquility

for themouthi m
%owg.- __

W

:Forall the peoples: Smmm
¢ach in the name of its’ -l
but we will walk in the ndin
st ourGod.
forever and-ever.
Restoration: Promis

§ In that day, says the Lorp
I will assemble, thelam
and ,wm@ﬁﬂ these whorhav
away;.. -~
-and those whom

_H&.m.z.. affli

E& %QF O 822. of. thefla
hill of mmsm?“mw NBP
to you it-shall:come; . ... i
the former %EBSE sh

: the:severeignty: of daugh

? Now why doyou eryalow
Is there no king in you

to all nations (1 Kings 5.4; Isa 9.7; 1
33.15—16). 4.4 Peace among nation
ual peace; Syinbolized by-an-agrayian
and stability.. Viries and fig trées Tep
stability; peace, and prosperity. 45 W
tion in-Jadah: 4:6-8"A divige pro
positively onbehalf of the remmant
eignty and noble dignity will be reste
4.7 The dispersed will be brought
where the Lord will exercise. dominios
from the Ternple Mount. 4.8 Toweroft
tion of the Hebrew. placesname: Mig
between Bethlehem and Mebron;:w]
afterburying Rachel (Ger 35:21
timey erected t6 protect pasturesiH
Flock -designates Mount-Zion.: Mill
referstouthe fortified: upper sectof
whiere the palace and other-royalib;
Jerusalem; .Ophel desighated: the?
the Temple Mountanid the: City-o U
east-hill: 4.9-10 Propheti
tion: God’s suffering people

ition as 9@. move from devastation to
oration: 4. 10-11 Likea woman in labor,
lthough not fully developed in these
tive of the birth- pangs necessary -for
e coriveys.a message of hope, But
-dangers: 4.11--13- Mnoﬁrmﬁﬂgmﬁ:
salvation. "The nations are: coming:to
nst. Zio; bt Zion; according. to God’s
-prevail against ‘them. 443 Jron,
of strength ard hardness, respectiyely
i Tegitimate iplunder as well as il
cludin wdw.mm S\mnEr Hmm&ﬁnﬁm

Eﬁﬁ? mgognﬂﬁabd om mm?mﬂo? .H_.»_m
sithe: rcwm. om.Ea.muoﬁ_n ag they.an-

messiah, the ideal leader; promised
Yigwill usherin atime of stréngth,jus-
e strike : & upon the cheek; an.act

MIcAn 4.10-56

' The Ruler from Bethlchem. ..
2 ¢ Butyow; O Bethlehern of Ephsathah,
who are one of the little clans of w&&w
froifi you shall cotne forth for me
. one who isto'rule in .HmHmar ;
whose.origin is-from of oE
from. ancient days: - ..
3 Therefore he shall. m;& mﬁE Eu E_E %m
time -
s&ms she who isin mmga Hﬁm vwoamg
»forth; o :
ﬂrg Qm rest of his EH&H& mrmm ngm
1o the people of Israel.. S
4 : And he:shall stand and .._”nna Em moow in
the strength of the Lorp,
- cin:the majesty-of thé name. of theé Lorp
his God. . .
: And &p@, shall Jive secure, mo_u nOW vm
.+ - shallbe great=:, . .
to the ends of the mmﬁr..
5 and heshaltbe ﬁro one _Om Hunmnm.

«, I the .Pmmwﬁmum come: 58 our-land
and tread upon our soil,’
we will raise against them seven shephierds
wiinand-eight installed asrulers.
6 They shall rule the Hmbm. 0m >mmﬁ,§ with
‘the sword, -
- dnd the Jand of Zﬁﬁom §9 %m
“ent . drawn swerd;f. -

S e

: [ T : .
a Meaning om Heb uncertain b mw muq Hm Heb nam H will
¢ Ch4.14 in Heb d<n Campare { Gk: zmﬁﬁnm of Heb
uncertzin e Ch5.10Hed F Gl E»_... inour wnﬁnnm.

& Cn:Heb inits entrances | =7

of hiumniliztich Gnmn.mwmgm non_”naﬁﬂ mou. m.ﬁ gm It may

‘refer to King Hezekiah, who'i 701 BCR was cowed by
_ Sennacherib. 5.2"Beihlehem, a-small town five miles

southof anpm&og ‘David;a native of BethleRem, was
anointed there by Samuel (1.Sam. 16.1-13). Ephrathah
is identified with Bethlehem. The refationship between
Bethleheny and -Ephrathah is unclear. Ephrathah-may
have been ithe anciént name. of Bethlehem, or it may
have been absorbed into Bethlehem, This undistine
guished town was paradoxically to be thesource of sal-
vation. Me. God- Whose origin... ancient days, the Da-
vidic.covenant (2 Sam 7):5.4 A description, comparable
to that in.the royel-psalms (e.g:, Pss 2; 72), of the ideal
shepherd-king, whowill bring security and peage. 5.5~
6. A pictureiof victoryover the.unrelenting Assyrians to
be:accomplished by Israel’s own leaders.5.5: Severr.
eight; a nurnerical progression, as in, Am 4.3, signifying
an‘indefinite number, The refereénceis to an-alliance of
rulers-defeatinig the Assyrians. 5.6 Land of Nimrod, a po-
etic term for Assyria, is in paralle] with land-of Assyria:




