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Discourse 2

n the Piety of Shah Abbas

The ancestors of Shah Abbas were distinguished by their descent
m seyyeds and by their spiritual authority. These attributes, coupled
th the poverty, self-discipline, and the inner struggle against the
arnal soul which they made their rule of life, earned their acceptance
ong the mystics, shaikhs, and holy men of their day; supernatural
enomena were constantly associated with them. Shah Abbas in-
erited these great gifts. Despite his preoccupation with the material
airs that are inescapably linked with government and administra-
on, and despite the lure of the trappings of kingship, which are a
¢stof a man’s character, many supernatural phenomena were ob-
rved to derive from him. But it would take too long to relate these

n detail.

Shah ‘Abbas was never remiss in seeking to approach God's throne;
hen he prayed, he was so absorbed in his devotions that he a@
red to have left his material body. In all affairs of state, he would
k an augury from the Koran, and he would take no action in the
alm of government without asking God’s advice. If the text of the
n expressly forbade something, he would respect God’'s wise
unsel and refrain from taking that action, even though it was de-
ble in order to gain some material advantage.




Discourse 3

On Shah Abbas’s Judgment, His Divinely Given
Wisdom, and the Excellence of His Policies,
Which Are in Conformity with the Divine Will

Without wishing to wax lyrical in praise of Shah Abbas, that
monarch is endowed with an unusual degree of understanding,
shrewdness, acumen, native sagacity, and learning, and possesses a
sound judgment in the everyday problems of this life. When he came
to the throne, he set a new standard among the princes of the world
in administration, in the conduct of war, in the management of
- armies and tactics in battle, and in the dispensation of justice. His

excellent decrees were accepted as a model by other princes. Al-
. though he has wise and experienced officers in his service, in all
_the battles, sieges, and conquests in which he has been involved
from his youth up to the present time, his judgment has been superior
' to theirs, and it has been his wisdom which has, in the long run,
solved all the knotty problems of state affairs. Any course of action
on which he has decided has proved to be in conformity with the
divine will. Policies his counselors have considered to be a mistake
have in the long run been proved to be right. Therefore it is apparent
“to all that, ift all matters affecting his subjects, both great and small,
‘or 1nescapably associated with government and conquest, the Shah is
- guided by divine inspiration, and by that alone.

When Shah Abbas undertook the personal direction of affairs of
“state, despite his youth, the multiplicity of his enemies, and the
_paucity of his helpers, by the grace of God, by good fortune, and by
he exercise of his own divinely given intelligence and mother-wit,
“he succeeded in restoring such order to the state that men stood in
‘amazement at it. It should not be forgotten that Iran had been with-
out a strong king for more than ten years. As a result, the ignorant
military, the army officers and the leading men of the tribes, had
formed two factions and blotted their scutcheon by treachery and mad
~ambition. Their actions rent the fabric of the state and gave their
enemies the opportunity to attack Iran on two fronts; every vyear,
$Ome new province was lost.

+ Shah Abbas took steps to remedy the situation: first, he judged it
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Discourse 5

On Shah Abbas’s Justice, Concern for the Se-
curity of the Roads, and Concern for the Welfare
of His Subjects

" The greater part of governing is the preservation of stability within
the kingdom and security on the roads. Prior to the accession of Shah
Abbas, this peace and security had disappeared in Iran, and it had
become extremely difficult for people to travel about the country. As
soon as he came to the throne, Shah Abbas turned his attention to
this problem. He called for the principal highway robbers in each
province to be identified, and he then set about eliminating this class
of people. Within a short space of time, most of their leaders had
been arrested. Some of them, who had been driven by misfortune to
adopt this way of life, were pardoned by Shah Abbas and their
troubles solved by various forms of royal favor. Overwhelmed by this
display of royal clemency, these men swore to serve the king and .to
behave as law-abiding citizens. Others, however, were handed over
to the Sahna (a police official) for punishment, and society was rid of
this scourge. With security restored to the roads, merchants and

[_tradesmen traveled to and from the Safavid empire.

The welfare of his people was always a prime concern of the Shah,
and he was at pains to see that the people enjoyed peace and security,
and that oppression by officialdom, the major cause of anxiety on the
part of the common man, was totally stamped out in his kingdom.
‘r>Substantial reductions were made in the taxes due to the divan:
: first, the tax on flocks in Iraq, amounting to nearly fifteen thousand

Iraqi toman, was remitted to the people of that province, and the

population of Iraq, which is the flourishing heart of Iran and the

seat of government, by this gift was preferred above the other pro-
K,fvinces. Second, all divan levies were waived for all Shi‘ites through-

out the empire during the month of Ramazan. The total revenues for

one month, which according to the computation of the divan of-

ficials amounted to some twenty thousand toman, were given to the
3 people as alms. The object was that they should be free from demands
& for taxes during this blessed month, which is a time to be devoted to
the service and worship of God.
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Discourse 9

On Shah Abbas’s Concern for the Rights of His
Servants and His Avoiding Laying Hands on
Their Possessions

One of the most agreeable qualities of this monarch is his com-
passionate treatment of his servants, which is coupled with a concern
that faithful service should receive its just reward. His record in this
regard is so outstanding that it is not matched by that of any other
chivalrous! prince. As long as his servants are constant in their loyalty,
the royal favor is lavished upon them, nor is it withdrawn for any
trifling offense committed out of ignorance or from negligence. If any
of his servants dies from natural causes, or gives his life in battle in
3 the defense of the faith and the state, the Shah is generous in his
$ treatment of their dependents. In the case of officeholders, even if
their sons are too young at the time of their father’s death to be fit for
office, nevertheless, in order to resuscitate their families, he confers
the same office on the sons out of his natural generosity and mag- N
nanimity.

Moreover, since the Shah considers the possessions and treasures
of this world of little value, even if the deceased has left substantial
sums of money, such is the Shah’s magnanimity and concern to
follow the prescripts of canon law that he (unlike the majority of
princes) does not lay covetous eyes on the inheritance, but divides it i
among the heirs in the proportions ordained by God. This is regarded I
by some as his most praiseworthy characteristic, for most of the it
princes of the world consider it impossible for them to show greater i
appreciation for their servants than by following this practice, which il
brings with it heavenly rewards. el

IPersian, arbdb-e fotovval. Fotovvat, strictly speaking, is “conduct worthy of a i
gentleman." hic's
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Discourse 10 g

On Shah Abbas’s Breadth of Vision, and His
Knowledge of World Affairs and of the Classes
of Society

After he has dealt with the affairs of state, Shah ‘Abbas habitually
relaxes. He has always been fond of conviviality and, since he is still
a young man, he enjoys wine and the company of women. But this
does not affect the scrupulous discharge of his duties, and he knows
in minute detail what is going on in Iran and also in the world outside.
He has 4 well-developed intelligence system, with the result that no
one, even if he is sitting at home with his family, can express opinions
which should not be expressed without running the risk of their being
reported to the Shah. This has actually happened on numerous
occasions.

As regards his knowledge of the outside world, he possesses infor7
mation about the rulers (both Muslim and non-Muslim) of other
countries, about the size and composition of their armies, about their
religious faith and the organization of their kingdoms, about their
highway systems, and about the prosperity or otherwise of their
realms. He has cultivated diplomatic relations with most of the princes
of the world, and the rulers of the most distant parts of Europe,
Russia, and India are on friendly terms with him. Foreign ambas-
sadors bearing gifts are never absent from his court, and the Shah’s
achievements in the field of foreign relations exceed those of his /J
predecessors.

Shah ‘Abbas mixes freely with all classes of society, and in most
cases is able to converse with people in their own particular idiom.
He is well versed in Persian poetry; he understands it well, indulges
in poetic license, and sometimes utters Verses himself. He is a skilled
musician, an outstanding composer of rounds, rhapsodies, and part-
songs; some of his compositions are famous. As a conversationalist,
he is capable of elegant and witty speech.
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Discourse 11

On Shah Abbas’s Public Works and Building
Achievements

Shah Abbas has been responsible for many public works, and has

a natural inclination toward charitdble activities. He has constituted
as lands held in mortmain all the estates he has either inherited or
acquired, the fair market value of which amounts to one hundred
thousand toman, and has made them over as endowments to the
shrines of the Fourteen Immaculate Ones. The net proceeds of these
endowments, after all necessary deductions have been made, amount
to seven or eight thousand toman. These funds are allocated to pen-
sions and stipends for the ‘olamd, holy men in general, and residents
of the shrines. The Shah has constituted all his private possessions
into a vaqf, and is extremely careful in his own personal spending.
This practice is peculiar to Shah Abbas among princes, and has
rarely been followed either before or since.

In most provinces of the empire, he has left splendid monuments
such as mosques, theological seminaries, pious foundations, and
charming residences and gardens. Although a detailed description of
each of these will be given at the appropriate point, I will list here the
principal achievements, at the risk of prolixity: At Mashad, the ex-
tension of the shrine complex, including lofty porticos and the
buildings around them; the painting and decoration of the sanctuary;
the building of new roads, and the construction of a water channel in
the middle of the street; the construction of the large cistern within
the main courtyard. This cistern is always brimming with water, and
pilgrims to and residents of the shrine return grateful thanks for its
existence; the construction of the dome over the tomb of Kaja Rabi*
al-Koseym, which is outside the city and is of peerless beauty and
form; the buildings of the Qadam-gah! of the Sasanian monarch
Sahpar, and the ancillary buildings connected with this, together with
the construction of a cistern and fountains fed by water led down
from the mountains, and the planting of trees indigenous to the
region—truly a site to gladden the eye of ‘the beholder.

'A gadam-gah is a shrine built around a site containing the footprint of some holy
man or other notable personage.
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Book I, Discourse 11: Shah Abbas’s Public Works

Caméal, on the slopes of the Bisotin mountain, a hospice for the use
of pilgrims visiting the local shrines. Let us hope that each of the
public works will bring the Shah victory and prosperity, and that
these achievements will continue to be remembered in ages to come,
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