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The Year 447 [1055-56]

[609] TUGHRIL BEG'S ARRIVAL AT BAGHDAD AND THE MAKING
OF THE KHUTBAH IN HIS NAME THERE

We have previously mentioned that Tughril Beg went to Rayy, after his
return from the raid on the Byzantines, to investigate those parts. When he
had finished in Rayy, he returned to Hamadhan during Muharram of this
year [April 1055], announcing that he planned to perform the Hajj and put
the route to Mecca in good order, and to go on to Syria and Egypt and
remove al-Mustansir the Alid, the ruler there. He wrote to his men in
Dinawar, Qarmisin, Hulwan and elsewhere, ordering them to prepare
provisions and fodder. Rumour spread vigorously in Baghdad and sapped
people’s strength. The Turks rioted in Baghdad and attacked the caliph’s
Diwan. The Sultan Tughril Beg reached Hulwan and his men spread along
the Khurasan highway. Refugees flocked to the west side of Baghdad and
the Turks moved their tents outside the city.

When al-Malik al-Rahim heard of Tughril Beg’s approach to Baghdad, he
went up to the city by river from Wasit. Basasiri parted from him on the
way because of a despatch which came to al-Rahim from al-Qa’im
concerning him, to the effect that he had cast off his allegiance and written
to the enemy, namely the Egyptians, and that the caliph and al-Rahim had
given various undertakings to one another, but, if he favoured Basasiri,
everything between them was over and done with, whereas, if he cast him
off and came up to Baghdad, he could take over the Diwan, controlling it as
he wished. Al-Malik al-Rahim and those with him said, “We are obedient to
the commands of the Diwan and we shall dissociate ourselves from him.’
The reason for this was what has been related already. Basasiri went to the
territory of Nur al-Dawla Dubays ibn Mazyad because of the marriage
connection between them, and al-Malik al-Rahim went on up to Baghdad.
Tughril Beg sent an envoy to the caliph with exaggerated protestations of
allegiance and submissiveness, and also to the Baghdad Turks promising
them [610] fair and handsome treatment. The Turks rejected that and
negotiated with the caliph on the subject. They said, “We have acted towards
Basasiri in the way that we did, although he is our leader and our
commander, on the orders of the Commander of the Faithful, The
Commander of the Faithful promised us to remove this enemy of ours far
from us, but we see that he has drawn near and has not been prevented from
coming.’ They requested that he be commanded to withdraw, but they
received a harsh reply. Ra’is al-Ruasa was in favour of his coming and
willing to see the collapse of the Daylami regime.

In the middle of Ramadan [November 1055) al-Malik al-Rahim arrived at
Baghad and sent messages to the caliph expressing his humble obedience and
stating that he left it to him to act as his sentiments dictated to establish a
basis for his relations with Tughril Beg, and the same was said by the emirs
who were with al-Rahim. They received the reply that the best course was
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