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Provided safe Al i on. When they conquered and paci ed vast regions, nomadic Peopies

from the nomadic m.:““:_HmR:m:F diplomats, ::mﬂo:m:m.u., and other travelers. Quite aparg
the sea-lanes of oo s, improvements in maritime technology led to Increased tragg. ®
became much s nOSm: Ocean and the South China Sea. As a result, long-distance travey
and Marco Poio woaczaz..o: ::._J in eatlier eras, and individual travelers such as |bn Battyt,
Merchants i =w<m_mm ventured throughout much of the eastern hemisphere
and sprend o e E.nﬂww exchanged more than :m.am goods. They diffused Amn::c_om_om
Pathogens that caused __ s. They also exchanged Q_m.mmmm.m m:a facllitated the spreaq of
foiirteant, s widespread and deadly epidemics. During the middle decades of the
A ot ><H ubonic plague traveled the trade -.o:S.m from imm”qu China to Centra)
You sl sia, Jo:: Africa, and Europe. During its initial, furious o:.w_m:m:r bubanje
avaged societies wherever it struck, and it continued to cause epidemics for th
centurles and more. =
Gradually, however, societies recovered from the plague. By the early fifteenth ceppy
Chinese and western European peoples in particular had restabilized their societies n_?
begun to renew cross-cultural contacts. In Europe, that effort had profound consequences ”c
modern world history. As they sought entry to the markets of Asia, European ma 5
only established direct connections with African and Asian peoples but also sai
western hemisphere and the Pacific Ocean. Their voyages brought the peoples of the ea
hemisphere, the western hemisphere, and Oceania into permanent and susta t
tion. Thus cross-cultural interactions of the period 1000 to 1500 pointed toward ¢
dependence, a principal characteristic of modern world history
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A historical accident has preserved the story of Marco Polo’s travels
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depicts Marco Polo
Picking pepper with
local workers jn
southern india.
appointed foreigners to administrative posts. In his account of his travels, Marc
that Khubilai appointed him governor of the large trading city of Yangzhou. T ted
_:Qn.ﬁnsgna evidence to confirm that claim, but Marco may well have filled some sort of
administrative position. In addition, he represented Khubilai Khan’s interests on d .
matic missions. To support himself in China, then, Marco supplemented his merc
Mongol-Christian ventures with various official duties assigned to him by his patron, the great khan

Diplomacy

Rabban Sauma

The emergence of elaborate trading networks and the establishment of

rial states created great demand for political and diplomatic representation
centuries after 1000 C.E. The thirteenth century was a time of especially acti
macy involying parties as distant as the Mongols and western Europeans, |
whom considered a military alliance against their common Muslim foes. As Ev
Christians sought to revive the crusading movement and recapture Jerusalem f
Muslim forces, the Mongols were attacking the Abbasid empire from the cast. Du
the 1240s and 1250s, Pope Innocent IV dispatched a series of envoys who invited
Mongol khans to convert to Christianity and join Europeans in an alliance again
Muslims. The khans declined the invitation, proposing in reply that the pope and Eu
ropean Christians submit to Mongol rule or face destruction.

Although the early round of Mongol-European diplomacy offered little prc
cooperation, the Mongols later initiated another effort. In 1287 the Mongol ilkl
Persia planned to invade the Muslim-held lands of southwest Asia, capture Jerusal
and crush Islam as a political force in the region. In hopes of attracting support for the
project, he dispatched Rabban Sauma, a Nestorian Christian priest born in the Mo

capital of Khanbaliq but of Turkish ancestry, as an envoy to the pope and European
political leaders.

Rabban Sauma met with the kings of France and England, the pope, and other hig
officials of the Roman Catholic church. He enjoyed a fine reception, but he did not suc
ceed in attracting European support for the ilkhan. Only a few yecars later, in 1295,
Ghazan, the new ilkhan of Persia, converted to Islam, thus precluding any further possl
bility of an alliance between the Mongols of Persia and European Christians. Neverthe

Jess. the flurry of diplomatic activity illustrates the complexity of political affairs in the
castern hemisphere and the need for diplomatic consultation over long distances
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b, Jobm outlined some of bis activities during the previous thirteen years,

T \fer spending thir teen months in India 1 proceeded
4 ]

on my further

our Lord Jesus

Christians, and

which the king

estimate, up to

am often still engaged in baptizing.

Also I have

boys, the children of pagan parents and of ages varying
m”oa seven to eleven, who had never learned any \nnz.
glon. These boys I have baptized, and 1 have :.EE:
Smu.. Greek and Latin after our manner. Also 1 have
«S..nuna out Psalters for them, with thirty hymnals and

breviaries [ prayer books]. By help of these, eleven of the FOR FURTHER REFLECTION
boys already know our service and form a choir and take
their weekly turn of duty as they do in convents, whether
I am there or not. Many of the boys are also employ

\ SoURCE: Henry Yule and Henri Cordier, eds. Cathay and the Way Thither,
| 1913-16, 3:45-50. (Translation slightly modified.)
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in writing out Psalters and other suitable things. His
Majesty the Emperor morcover delights much to hear |
them chanting. T have the bells rung at all the canonica) |
hours, and with my congregation of babes and sucklings
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because I have no service book with the notes. . . .

Indeed if I had but two or three comrades to aid me,
it is possible that the emperor khan himself would have
been baptized by this time! I ask then for such brethren
to come, if any are willing to come, such I mean as will
make it their great business to lead exemplary lives

1 have myself grown old and grey, more with toil
and trouble than with years, for I am not more than
fifty-cight. I have got a competent knowledge of the lan
guage and script which is most generally used by the
gradually bought one hundred and fifty Tartars. And I have already translated into that language
and script the New Testament and the Psalter and _Z,, e
caused them to be written out in the fairest penmanship
they have, and so by writing, reading, and preaching,
I bear open and public testimony to the law of Christ

.c:a V v
J cy and made my way ro O?mnﬂ the
Y )

To hi
© him I presented the letter of our lord
Christ, but he had grown oo old in idol-

these two years past I have gotten along
has his chief residence. This T completed

this time some 6,000 persons. . . . And

To whar extent did John of Montecorvino’s missionary
work reflect conditions different from those that moti-

red vated St. Francis of Assisi to found a mendicant order?

4 vols. London: Hakluyt Society,

Diffusion of the compass
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was a boon to maritime trade,

since it allow
deep water with confidence in their ability to find thei

safely.

Long-distance journeys enabled Muslim travelers to introduce new food and
commercial crops to sub-Saharan Africa. Food crops included citrus fruits and Asian
strains of rice, which enriched diets in west Africa after the eleventh century. Muslims

a, and by 1100 cotton fabrics had become popu
an kingdoms. Cot

also introduced cotton to west Afri
Jar with the ruling elites and wealthy merchants of the west Afric
' 1500 it was the principal textile produced in
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Muslims were also instrumental in the continuing diffusion of sugarcane. Muslim Sugarcane
and other travelers had begun large-scale cultivation of sugarcanc in south
Africa during the Abbasid caliphate. They experimented with

merchants
west Asia and north . ! .
the plant in west Africa but had limited success because of adverse environmental
conditions. i
however, Muslims facilitated the westward spread of sug
ane. Up
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they relied on honey and
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anean islands
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War (1337~ 1453),
7..2» that the pe-

slegers on the lefy

side of this Manuscript
Mustration employ -
annons and smaljer
firearms that launch
gunpowder bomps,

gunpowder-based weapons into their arsenal: as carly as 1214 Chinggis Khan's
included an artillery unit During the 1250s, as they campaigned _:f w.c.z_,_ and
west Asia, the Mongols used catapults and trebuchets to lob gunpowder bombs int
cities under siege. Muslim armies soon developed similar weapons in response
By the mid-thirteenth century gunpowder had reached Europe
of Mongol-ruled Russia—and Europeans had begu
fueled rockets )

f:,,_z/ by wau

to experiment with gunpowde
By the carly fourteenth century,
sessed primitive cannons. Although not especial
enough to blow holes in the defensive walls of
tance of Mongol warriors, gunpowder technolog
China across the entire Eurasian |

armies from China to Europe

k
v accurate, the weapons were powerf

ies under siege. Thus, with the :

y rapidly spread from its hom

andmass
Agricultural and technological diffusions of the era 1000 to 1500 were by no
unique processes in world history. For millennia, agricultural crops and technolo

skills had spread widely whenever peoples of different societies interacted with on
other

{8
Because of the particularly intense interactions of the period from 1000 to 1500

however, agricultural and technological diftusion profoundly influenced the lives of
peoples throughout the castern hemisphere. The spread of food crops enriched diets
and supported increasing populations, and the spread of industrial crops such as cott
promoted economic development The diffusion of the magnetic compass enabled
mariners to sail the seas more safely and effectively, and the spread of gunpowder te

nology changed forever the nature of war
Crisis and Recovery

As Eurasian peoples traveled over long distances, they not only exchanged trade
goods, agricultural crops, and technological expertise but also unwittingly helped dis
case pathogens to spr .ad. When diseases broke out among prey jously unexposed pop

adly

ulations, thev often caused de

epidemics that severely disrupted whole societics

12 | Reaching ¢
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“fCaffa and Tana. In 134 1 merchants fled plague-infected Black Sea ports and
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ing the trade routes, plague sparked epidemics in most of western Europe

Wherever 1t appeared, b ¢ plague struck with frightful effects. Victims deve

ned inflamed Iy mph nodes, p ticularly in the neck, armpit, and grom areas, and Most
,m_r.c. within a few days after t set of symptoms. Internal hemorrhaging often dis
,c__, «d the inflammatio known as buboes—which gave ﬁ_/n to the rerm \
.”_:; -cause of the black or purple swellings, Europeans referred to the plaguc as the

typically killed 60 to 70 percent of its he
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Social and
Economic Effects

even though plague had lop,
been endemic in the Grear
Lakes region of east Afiic

In lands hard hit by plague
however, it took a 2,_:,:_,,
and more to begin recoy ery

a

from the demographic conse-
quences of epidemic disease
In 1300 China’s population,
already reduced by conflicts
with the Mongols since the
carly thirteenth century, stood
at eighty-five million. In 1400,
after about seventy years of
epidemic plague, Chinese
numbers amounted to only
seventy-five million. A cen
tury later demographic reco
ery was under way, and
China’s population rebounded
to one hundred million
European society also recled
from the effects of buboni
plague. From seventy-nine mil
lion in 1300, Eurc pe’s popu
lation dropped by almost 25
percent to sixty million in
1400. As in China, demo
graphic recovery in Europe
was under way in 1500 when
the European population

A painting of 1503 graphically communicates the horror
felt by medieval Europeans when bubonic plague struck
their communities. Here death takes away a cartload of
victims while others die beside the road.

climbed to eighty-one million
Islamic societies in southwest Asia. I gypt, and north Africa also suffered devastating
population losses, and demographic recovery took much longer there than in China
and Europe. In Egypt human population prob
the nineteenth century

ably did not reach preplague levels until

Because of the heavy demographic toll that it |

evied, bubonic plague disrupted
societies and economies throughout Eur

asia and north Africa. Epidemics killed the
young, the weak, and the old in especially high numbers,

Peasants and laborers, artisans and crafts workers,
nuns, rulers and bureaucrats

but they spared no group
merchants and bankers, priests and
all fell before the plague’s onslaught. The disease caused
severe labor shortages, which in turn generated social unrest.
In western Europe, for example, urban workers demanded higher wages, and
many left their homes in search of better conditions. Political
by freezing wages and forbidding workers to leave their homes. For their part, peas
ants in the countryside also sought to improve their circumstances by moving to re
gions where landlords offered better terms. Landlords responded to that challenge by
restricting the freedom of peasants to move and by reimposing labor requirements: in
effect, the lords sought to reinstate conditions of serfdom that they had allowed to lapse
before the arrival of plague. As a result of sharply conflicting interests, disgruntled
workers and peasants mounted a series of rebellions that rocked both the towns and

authorities responded
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side of western _.L.:cv,n. Authorities eventually extinguished
ntr¥S iderable social disruption and loss f life
¢
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ocity. |
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ore %GSQF»:%. and they did not senously diminigh human population
3 ; PR e o .
ed :MCA.Om antibiotic drugs have brought the disease largely under contre
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ng . world.
,»_1:: of the ot
mue
yy in China: The Ming Dynasty
{4
£607 T ¢ Mo 'Y
w _Em'?:nﬁn::d century the Mongols’ Yuan &:,75. Was experiencing very dith
. 3 o5 't { to e i . < y "
gy the 5 Financial mismanagement led to serious economic difficultics, and politic
alt il ed tO assassinations and fa 1al fighting among the Mongols. In 1368, with
IS » Y .
,..::__ﬁ, plague raging, the Yuan dynasty collapsed, and the Mongols departed China
iC £ g . :
pubon s and returned to the steppes, le wing China in a state of both demographic
§$¢ 2 o ‘ate :
n :z,_v:r, al turmoil. An increasing rate soon helped to replenish human num
itica
nd pO cal recovery accompaniced the demographic rebound.
pers- Yuan dynasty fell, the governance of Chima returned to Chinese hands

When the % \ =
. emperor came from a family so poor that he spent much of his youth as a
The nev shaned, he entered a Buddhist monastery to assure himself of food, cloth
begg? CM'._MQ Because of his size and strength, he came to the notice of military
ings and s ~.r, 3; he made his way through the ranks to lead the rebellious forces
%_z:::;r.ﬂ .1.?, Yuan dynasty. In 1368 he became Emperor Hongwu, and he pro
dhat _:34_7.. sstablishment of the Ming (“brilliant™) dynasty, which lasted until 1644
dhimed _w“,n:r%:w_zmz_,:n_/. set about eliminating all traces of Mongol rule and establish

; *I_r.'._“.,n..m_.:_:r._: on the model of traditional C.::ﬁ.n dynasties. Like the founders ot
::u;.. 1 carlier Chinese dynasties, Hongwu had little interest in scholarly matters, but
- lished the Confucian educational and civil service systems to ensure a supply
_ﬁ. 3,;.—7*7 Mu_p.._ als and bureaucrats. At the same time, he moved to centralize author
e r,. I ,d sver before in Chinese history. In 1380, when he suspected his
pmore m_,m,::., 5 i _,. »ment in a treasonous plot, Hongwu executed the minister and
chief minister of involveme ;,.5__,_:.; e el vcm:._s: altogether. From that
directly, without the aid of chief ministers, and

alization
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While building a centralized

ad
ministration, the Ming emperors

also
worked toward economic recovery

from nomadic rule and epidemic dig
case. The new rulers conscripred Iy
borers to rebuild irrigation sy stems
that had fallen into disrepair during
the previous century, and ..,-.._.::_::,;
production surged as a result. Ay the
same time, they promoted the man

ufacture of poreelain, lacquerware

and fine silk and cotton textiles, They
did not acuvely promote trade with

other lands, but private Chinese mer

chants cagerly sought commercia
opportunities and conducted a thriy
ing business marketing Chinese prod
ucts in ports and trading cities from
Japan to the islands of southeast Asja

Ming artisans won worldwide fame for their
blue-and-white Pporcelain, which inspired
the founders of the Delft porcelain factory
in the Netherlands. This covered jar dates
from the early fifteenth century.

Meanwhile, domestic trade surged

within China, reflecting increasi

m:‘:L:f‘:/ ~: L:L _4-.:Jtr,_‘_:

i In addition to political and cco
nomic recovery, the Ming dynasty ,_::7:.,.,,;,~r_,:;:_r:_:::__.2_:_:;,_::._._,:

peror I::_y...: u tried to eradicate all signs of the recent nomadic occupation by
discouraging the use of Mongol names and the wearing of Mongol dress. Ming em
perors actively promoted Chinese cultural traditions, particularly the ( onfucian and
neo-Confucian schools. Hongwu’s successor, Yongle, organized the preparation of
vast encyclopedia that compiled all significant works of Chinese history, philosophy,
and literature. This Yongle Encycloped
script rolls, each equivalent to
planned to issue a printed edit

1ran to

Imost twenty-three thousand manu
medium-size book

I'he government originally

the encyclopedia but abandoned the project be
cause of its enormous expense. Nevertheless, the Yongle Encyclopedin was a remark

able anthology, and it signaled the Ming rulers’ interest in supporting native Chinese
cultural traditions,

Recovery in Europe: State Building

Demographic recovery strengthened states in Europe as it did in China. In Europe,
however, political authority rested with a series of regional states rather than a central
ized empire. By the late fifteenth century, states in Italy, Spain, France, England, and
Russia had devised techniques of government that vastly enhanced their power
During the later middle ages (1300-1500), internal problems as well as bubonic
plague complicated European political affairs. The Holy Roman Empire survived in
name, but after the mid-thirteenth century effective authority lay with the German
princes and the Italian city-states rather than the emperor. In Spain descendants ot
Muslim conquerors held the kingdom of Granada in the southern portion of the
Iberian peninsula. The kings of France and England sparred constantly over lands
claimed by both. Their hostilities eventually resulted in the Hundred Years™ War
(1337-1453), a protracted series of intermittent campaigns in which the warring fac
tions sought control of lands in France. Russia had even more difficult problems. In

the late 1230s Mongol armies conquered the flourishing commercial center of Kiev,
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,A.:n\.n_.,oa Era major cities. The principal Tralian states—the city-states of Milan
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imbers of officials to administer their complex affairs. They also needed

s to military forces that could protect their interests. Beginning as early
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1 their subordinates. The second was the

composed of mercenary forces ar
d by state funds.

eady ...?.M:r: century, the Italian city-states financed those :nn;« by levying direct taxes
e thirte long-term bonds that they repaid from treasury receipts, With fresh sources
e long

ca Jsuing
of finances
. s

the ?._:(,.;Z_ Ttalian states strengthened their authority within their own
.« and between them controlled public affairs in most of the Italian peninsula
poundar? A

During the :; the Alps. Par v because of the enormous expenses they incurred
i cﬁ.csw od %.n:,, War, the kings of France and England began to levy direct
de E::Mﬂ_r.r J:s,c_.:: armies The Erench kings taxed sales, hearths, and salt
axes and _‘smn_w ble f.::, instituted annual taxes on hearths, individuals, and plo
s e r.cﬁ:r_ *_,:#7 asserted the authority of the central government over the
b x:_.r.? £ ._;w ,.c:nf did not establish a standing army, but they were able to
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The Flo
on the t

rentine pai i .
mnsan..ﬂu oﬂ_ﬂ m_”mumnn_o Was a pioneer of Renaissance art. His fresco Tribute Money, produced about 1427, relies
I perspective to depict figures in realistic refationship to one another and their surroundings.

then Em&a Moscow the center of a large and powerful state. His territorial annexations

were impressive: Muscowy, the principality ruled from Moscow, almost tripled in size as

r.n. vqczm_: Russian-speaking peoples into his realm. The most important addition to

his possessions came with the acquisition of the prosperous trading city of Novgorod. A

hub of the lucrative fur trade and a member of the Hanscatic League of Baltic commer
cial cities, Novgorod was an autonomous city-state that governed its affairs through a
town council. The city’s merchants had strong ties to Poland and Lithuania to the /ﬂnL,
and Ivan wanted to make sure that Novgorod’s prosperity did not benefit neighbori
states. Thus he demanded that the city acknowledge his authority. After crushing a fi-
tile uprising organized by Novgorod's merchants, he ended the city’s independence in
1478 and absorbed it into the expansive Muscovite state. With the aid of Novgorod’s
wealth, Ivan was then able to build a strong centralized government modeled on the
Byzantine empire. Indeed, Ivan went so far as to call himself tsar (sometimes spelled
czar)—a Russianized form of the term caesar, which Byzantine rulers had borrowed
from the classical Roman empire to signify their imperial status.

Competition between European states intensified as they tightened their author

ity in their territories. This competition led to frequent small-scale wars between Eu
ropean states, and it encouraged the rapid development of military and naval
technology. As states sought technological advantages over their neighbors, they en
couraged the refinement and improvement of weapons, ships, and sails. When one
state acquired powerful weapons—such as personal firearms or ships equipped with
cannons—neighboring states sought more advanced devices in the interests of sccu
rity. Thus technological innovations vastly strengthened European armies just as they
began to venture again into the larger world.

Recovery in Europe: The Renaissance

Demographic recovery and state-building efforts in Europe coincided with a remark
able cultural flowering known as the Renaissance. The French word renaissance
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Returning from his fourth voyage, Zheng He brought envoys from thirty states who
:..:.m_na to China and paid their respects at the Ming court. i :

. Yet suddenly, in the mid-1430s, the Ming emperors decided to end the expedi
tions. Confucian ministers, who mistrusted Zheng He and the eunuchs who sup
ported the voyages, argued that resources committed to the expensive expeditions
would go to better uses if devoted to agriculture. Moreover, during the 1420s and
1430s the Mongols mounted a new military threat from the northwest, and land
forces urgently needed financial support.

Thus in 1433, after Zheng He’s seventh voyage, the expeditions ended. Chinese
merchants continued to trade in Japan and southcast Asia, but imperial officials de
stroyed most of the nautical charts that Zheng He had carefully prepared and gave
up any plans to maintain a Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean. The decommis
sioned treasure ships sat in harbors until they rotted away, and Chinese craftsmen
forgot the technology of building such large vessels. Yet Zheng He’s voyages demon
strated clearly that China could exercise military, political, and economic influence

throughout the Indian Ocean basin.

European Explovation in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans

As Chinese fleets reconnoitered the Indian Ocean, European mariners were preparing
nter both the Atlantic and the Indian Ocean basins. Unlike Zheng He and his com
panions, Europeans did not venture onto the seas in the interests of diplomacy or in
hopes of establishing a political and military reputation in foreign lands. Instead, they
acted on two different but complementary motives the desire to expand the boundaries
of Roman Catholic Christianity and the desire to profit from commercial opportunitics.
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Although Christopher Columbus believed that

he had sailed into Asian waters, later mariners
soon realized that the Americas were continents unknown to geographers of the eastern

hemisphere. This map, prepared in 1532 by the German cartographer Sebastian Minster,
shows that by the early sixteenth century, European geographers had acquired a rough but

accurate understanding of South America but had reconnoitered only the Atlantic coastline
of North America.

Creation of 2 Mongol artillery unit
.
the Indian Ocean. Their ships, armed with cannons, were able to overpower the ves S Saio B
sels of Arabs, Persians, Indians, southeast Asians, and others who sailed the Indian Rabig . i ’
Ocean. They did not have enough ships to police the entire Indian Ocean, however

$0 most merchants easily evaded their efforts to control the region’s commerce. Never ia _owﬁlv
theless, the entry of Portuguese mariners into the Indian Ocean signaled the begin Lite of 1bn Battuta
ning of European imperialism in Asia. :
Christopher While Portuguese seafarers sought a sca route around Africa to India, the Genoese
Columbus mariner Cristoforo Colombo, known in English as Christopher Columbus, conceived

-
the idea of sailing west to reach Asian markets. Because geographers in the castern First outbreaks of bubonic plague in Chir
A ¢ : ; . : -
B hemisphere knew nothing of the Americas, Columbus’s notion made a certain amount
. of good sense, although many doubted that his plan could lead to profitable trade be
i

cause of the long distances involved. After the king of Portugal declined to sponsor an
| expedition to test Columbus’s plan, the Catholic Kings, Fernando and Isabel of Spain,
agreed to underwrite a voyage. In 1492 Columbus set sail. After a stop in the Canary o
Islands to take on supplies and make repairs, his fleet of three ships crossed the At- -
lantic Ocean, reaching land at San Salvador (Watling Island) in the Bahamas.
Columbus returned to Spain without the gold, silk, and spices that he had ex
pected to find, but he persistently held that he had reached islands near the Asian :
mainland and the markets of China and Japan. Although he made three more voy S
ages to the Caribbean region, Columbus never acknowledged that his expeditions !
had not reached Asia. News of his voyages spread rapidly, however, and by the end
of the fifteenth century other mariners had explored the Caribbean and the Ameri-

can continents enough to realize that the western hemisphere constituted a world —
apart from Europe, Asia, and Africa.
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