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E The Toltec and Aztec empires - . T

How were Aztec rulers able to control these divey

The Aztec Empire

Tribute and Trade

, 950-1520 c.&. The Aztec emplre strelched from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific Ocean
rse territories?

By the early fifteenth century, the Mexica were powerful enough to overco

:,.p.:\ immediate neighbors and demand tribute from their new subjects. During the
middle decades of the century, prodded by the military elite that ruled Tenochiitl

the Mexica launched ambitious campaigns of imperial expansion. Under the r
“the Obsidian Serpent” Itzcéatl (1428-1440) and Motecuzoma I (1440-1469
also known as Moctezuma or Montezuma, they advanced first against Oaxaca is
southwestern Mexico. After conquering the city and slaying many of its inhat
they populated Oaxaca with colonists, and the city became a bulwark for the eme
ing Mexica empire.

The Mexica next turned their attention to the Gulf coast, whose tropical prod

ucts made welcome tribute items in Tenochtitlan. Finally, they conquered the cities
of the high plateaus between Tenochtitlan and the Gulf coast. About the mid-fifteenth

g cities, Texcoco and Tlacopa

(modern Tacuba), to create a triple alliance that guided the Aztec empire. Don
nated by the Mexica and Tenochtitlan, the allies imposed their rule on about twelve

century the Mexica joined forces with two neighbor

million people and most of Mesoamerica, excluding only the arid northern and west

ern regions and a few small pockets where independent states resisted the expandin
empire.

The main objective of the triple alliance was to exact tribute from subject peoples
From nearby peoples the Mexica and their allies receiv ed food crops and mant
tured items such as textiles, rabbit-fur blankets. embroidered clothes, jewelry, and ob
sidian knives. Tribute obligations were sometimes very oppressive for subject peoples
The annual tribute owed by the state of Tochtepec on the Gulf coast, for example,
luded 9.600 cloaks, 1,600 women’s garments, 200 loads of cacao, and 16,000
, among other items. Ruling clites entrusted some of these tribute
cognized merchants, who took them to distant lands and exchanged
These included luxury items such as translucent jade, emer
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Artisans and
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Mexica Gods
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W__.M,far.“ _w::, tdual n,.::__n_ﬂ.,,.“.:w.ﬂw,.._.w.“._wq”w_d_”q.:w, 5 ot »,:_:::.:::. i
3 commoners work v r.: :q.::._x ﬂ_:_J assigned by their calpuly,
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—;_.-Qj. -n._:m«un,,. ZEQMFJ _eﬁ..r o _,.:T_F, works projects :.:O_r._:mm the const ruction Jw_
v.ﬁ.::.._:r o siaton .n_.;._p:c_ .:.Jm.u::: systems. Cultiv ators delivered periodic tribuge
elite classes 1 .ﬁcnw* r.. :._5 LZ:_J.::.,Q a portion of what they collected to the
to these lfiators cfﬁ.m ¢ remainder in state granaries and warchouses. In addition
slaves, who snaie :,E—MM”JS:E birth, Mexica society included a large number of
Mexica. m»::_.nv.::: : e H-v domestic servants. Most slaves were not _..:.n_w.:n?. bug
distress, and :-rnﬂ. ..:.,,n.:.::u :,:m_ gt pisabes (g ,,5.::_;..., out of financiy)
Skilled = st 2 ZC «_, 2..,. forced into slavery because of r..w::_:u_ behavior
tropical bird ».n.sﬂrn.]vw:““_f: arly .::;n W :Q ::.‘_.nna with gold, silver, cotton textiles,
Comsitecalilc ﬁ_.r.w:n.m_»:_z_h.i..ﬁ. items destined for consumption by the elite, enjoy ed
e CL ¢ :_ exica society. Merchants specializing in long-distance trade
s itk M.: 3 ,.:z Jrn somewhat more ?.:EEM UC,:_.:: in Mexica society Mer
o o ”:n ;Mun..r products such as gems, animal mm::. .,.:Q tropical bird fearh
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€ratc warriors frequently extorted wealth and goods from merchants who lacked p
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Mexica Religion

When they migrated to central Mexico, the Mexica already spoke the Nah

guage, which had been the prevalent tongue in the region since the time

Toltecs. The Mexica soon adopted other cultural and religious traditions, s
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b S@COe

m—

the peoples of Mesoamerica

e oeoeg

T

Most Mesoamerican pe

played a ball game in forr

courts, for example, a
maintained a compli
calendar based on a

year of 365 days and a
e Mex
ica enthusiastically adc

the ball game, and they kept
|
|

year of 260 days. T

a sophisticated calendar, a

.\,N,m

ANI | though it was nort as elabo

= rate as the Maya calendar

SF The Mexica also absorbed

3 §

.vM { the religious beliefs common

ol ‘ﬂ to Mesoamerica. Two of their
principal gods—Tezcatlipoca,

“the Smoking Mirror,” and
Quetzalcéatl, “the Feathered

# i 2SN g - & v : - i
: ’ 4 . Serpent”—had figured in

Mesoamerican pantheons at
least since the time of Teo
tihuacan, although different

A Mexica manuscript known as the Codex Borgia depicts
Quetzalcdatl (left) as the lord of life and Tezcatlipoca
(right) as the god of death.

In this manuscript illustration an aide stretches a victim over a sacrificial altar while a priest
chest, removes the still-beating heart. and offers it to Hultzilopochtli. At the bottom

opens his
cture, attendants remove the body of an earfier victim.
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Peoples and Societies of the North

__w_”r,_‘”_”_,_*_”_?__:—r_..h “:n peoples of 7_.::: America developed a rich vanriety of political, so;

g n:__ni.m: : ,f,:_::f fany North American peoples depended on hunting, fish ng,
g edible plants. In the arctic and subarctic regions, for example, diets

seal, and walrus supplemented by land man

cluded sea mammals such as whale,
such as moose and caribou Peoples in coastal regions consumed fish, but in interior
gions (the North American plains, for example), they hunted large animals suc
and deer. Throughout the continent nuts, berries, roots, and grasses such as wild
supplemented the meat provided by hunters and fishers. Like their counterpart
where, hunting, fishing, and foraging peoples of North America built socicties on
tively small scale, since food resources in the wild would not support dense populari

In several regions of North America, agricultural economics enabled pec
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of North America
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['he largest surviving structure 1s a mound at Cahokia near East St. Lous, [lhno
More than 30 meters (100 feet) high, 300 meters ( 1.000 feet) long, and 200 meters
650 feet) wide, it was the third-largest structure in the western hemisphere be
ans. Only the temple of the sun in Teotihuacan and the temple ¢

Quetzalcoatl in Cholula were larger. When the Cahokia society was at 1ts height, fr

the arrival of Europe

01m,=m__< no:wzcﬁmn,muo:p. _ooo A .. the Great Serpent Mound sits atop aridge in modern
ohio. The serpent’s coiled tail is visible at the left, while its open mouth holds an eggon
B

{he right.
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The Coming of the Incas

After the disappearance of the Chavin
regional states org

in the valleys and coastal plains.

After the twelfth ¢

highl

Peru

like beasts that were the only large
before the sixteenth century. In cla

walls,
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Apart from meat, llamas and alp
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anized public affairs in Andean South America.
quently clashed, but rarely did one of them
ers. For the most part they controlled arcas

wtury, for example, the kingdon
ands region around Lake Titicac
and Bolivia at about 4,000 meters ( 13,000 feet) of elevation
pended on the cultivation of pot

South American
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are much more difficuly y,
recover than those of Mes,
america, where writing h
been in use since the fifth
century B.C.E. Yet, from
.,..r,__._n:_.ﬁ?.‘,_ evidence and
information recorded by
Spanish conquerors, it |
possible to reconstruct mucly
of the historical experience
of Andean South Ame
which had been the s

complex societies since

first millennium B.C.E. As

Mesoamerica, cities and sec
ular government in S

America began to over
shadow ceremomial centers

and priestly regimes du

the centuries from 1000 to
1500 ¢.E. Toward the end
of the *:.._._:L, like the Mex

ica in Mesoamerica, the Incas
built a powerful state, ex

tended their authority over
a vast region, and established
the largest empire South
America had ever seen.

and Moche societies, a series of autonomous

The states fre

gain a long-term advantage over the oth
either in the mountainous highlands or

1 of Chucuito dominated the

a. which straddles the border between modern

Chucuito d¢

atoes and the herding of llamas and alpacas camel

domesticated animals anywhere in the Americas

sof1

borately terraced fields built with stone retaining
nany colors, sizes, and tastes,

Like maize

¢ staple of th highlanders’ diet, which revolved

1ed by maize, tomatoces, green vegetables, pep

Ipac

as, or tender, domesticated guinca pigs

acas provided the highlanders with wool, hides,

nd with few trees. In exchange for potatocs and

CHAPTER 21 | W,
xriless the highlanders obtained maize and coca |
X A

They used maize eaves from socictics in
he
A DEL

to enhance the
. : » cnhance their dict and to brew
:32 , n_.—r.img the coca leaves, which worked as a mild stimul :
¥ B i imulant
in the thin air of the high Andes. (When processed i -
. p : y €OCa leav
erful smulant with addictive properties—cocaine T
1ands the powerful king . : 4
. 73_,-.2 . ._, ¥ - .Y;CE of Chimu (sometimes referred
rged in the tenth CEniy and expanded to dominate some 900 kil
- Yo + = :
of the Peruvian coast for about a ce o e
5 - enth century. Chimu gove 2 century before the arrival of 1
(5 4-fifteen : : governed a large and thriving socicty. Lrrig
ks :ﬁﬁc& o :,:/g;,:,, streams flowing from the Andes mountains, watered
s bive _:s._u:.af and helped to generate abundant yields of maize | sweet
.. Judging from goods excavated at grave sites, Chimu socicty enjoyed con
-alth and recogniz cd clear distinctions between social classes

.:4.:,: city, Chanchany whose ruins lie close to the modern city of Tru
o, had 2 population that exceeded fifty thousand and may have approached one
‘ )

,.___W:&Ana :?:3»:;. Chanchan featured massive brick buildings, which indicate daca
ity for mobilizing large numbers m: people and resoutces for public purposes The
pac = nacmn%_d. reflected a well-defined social order: each block belonged to an 1n
”,_HW:E.,_ clan that ,E#,_.:,r; the affairs of its members and coordinated their cttorts
with thos¢ of other clans

For several centurics, :.E:_E states such as Chucuito and Chimu maintained
order in Andean South America. Yet, 2.::: a vﬂwca of about thirty years, these and
other regional states fell under z.#. domination of the dynamic and cxpansive society
of the Incas- The word Inca originally was the title of the rulers of 2 small kingdom in
the valley of Cuzco, but in modern usage the term refers more broadly to those who
spoke the Incas’ Quechua language, or even to all subjects of the Inca empir¢
After a long period of migration in the highlands, the r:.,i. settled in the region
around Lake Titicaca about the mid-thirteenth century At first they :,,H.;..,, :”,,n
among many peoples inhabiting the reglon ._ﬁuc& me__ _.E: ev m_. %_ﬁ _uf,w:ﬂ:%q.
pachacuti (reigned 1438-1471) Jaunched a series of _:,,.:S_., ,.pi.v‘,:m;:, t :., ,/. .
?:ang the Incas’ authority. Pachacuti ﬁ.mp:.rw.;wﬁ ) was a fierce :_,:.::_,‘, J zr?.

egends, he fought so furiously in one carly battle that he inspired

ing to Inca | : sady b . ieek
R the field to stand up and combat his enemics. The campaigns of the
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da, { :
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Though well defende i had

et e v . J:EJ_F.Q " -as had built a huge empire stretching more
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Fhe vast Ine 2 real i resettle in distant parts of the empire d ___:_:”_:. coads so that
Inca _.L_:_:_,:;:: 1M presented a serious administrative challenge 1o its rulerg 1 s g jmation could travel
£ 5 " < . {0
shaker whe oty ,w:__: was the invention of Pachacuti himself=the mitisk :__: i " Cuzeo and the most
x Hucre > P e - S i 4reh y 1 . : &
Of his reign oo _M M ¢ territories that made up the Inca empire. Toward the eng perwee parts of the empire
45 03, P, Ut e 3 0 i L0 Me
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few ¢

and settled
di
1 -rs desired a me

a
signed a system of government o Consoli

age of Cuzeo, where he de
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date his onque

. o > i
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and craft _,:, | 4 SYStem of state-owned storchouses to stock agricultural surpl jresh from Cuzco 1o the »
oducts suc sxtile g : 5 g
work of roads i such as textiles. He also began construction on an extensiye cunners rc than 320 kilomc v
s that ¢ . . : - b) )
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Quipu A PArts of the empire . ; s (200 M I
In the . ¢ _ carch within two
absence - ) : Sr catc
trators relied Cnee of any script or system of writing, Inca bureaucrats and a4 I d e _.::7 in empires
ties. O cled on a mnemonic aid known as guipu to keep track of their res Javs fike £ the world
eS§. - . " - e < ' . . [ts O ¢
P:.ﬁ:, consisted of an array of small cords of various colors and lengtl other - favored their The different col
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L ; £ : a ce 1 e heir ems : i
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kinds of infc . ; ’ i Crice ¢l wen facilitated the Pons, and perhaps even rulers and notable events
niormation. Most quipu recorded statistical information having to d s even of thelr rej
population T ;i : En R0 O “the Quechua lan eigns. People needed an advanced education
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3 badd 4 % m gre . soth of
, ustorical information having to do with the establishment of the Inca empire, t focusing on the sun, both o
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Inca rulers, and their deeds Although much more unwicldy and less flexible than which became established throughout their empire
wrntng, quipu enabled Inca burcaucrats to keep track of information well enough 1o
4 run an orderly empire . o111
H Cuzco Caecs aerved [nca Society and Religion
d uzco served as the administrative, religious, and ceremonial center of the Ines
0] - = ", o - : 3 . o ) . cec . S
h empire. When Pachacuti retired there, Cuzco was a modest village, but the congue Despute those splendid roads, Inca society did not generate large classes of chant

or

m soon transformed it into a magnificent capital that Incas considered “the tered surplus

navel of the an
universe.” At the center was a huge plaza filled with glistening white sand transpor .:5,:_::.;_ productic :
trom Pacific beaches to the high Andean city. Surrounding the plaza were handsomc wade, however, fell under the supervision of the central governm :
, gricultural products, textiles, pottery, jewelry, anc
{id not permit individuals to become 1 1dependent mer
d _:;ﬂfn# economy, :,:..—.n was no opp« riunity ror a large
artisans to emerge. Many individuals produced pottery,
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s

d skilled artisans On the local level the Incas and their subjects

1 and handcrafted goods among themselves. Long-distance
Administrators

s craft
buildings constructed of red stone cut so precisely by expert masons that no mort

. organized exchanges of 2
£
was necessary to hold them together. The most important buildings sported gold f

so0ds, but the Inca state ¢
ings, which threw off dazzling reflections when rays of the Andean sun fell on the
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Since Cuzco was primarily a capital and a ceremonial center, the city’s permanc

nd a few produced espec

rkers

population was sizable but not enormous- perhaps forty thousand—but some t re much

hundred thousand Inca subjects lived in the immediate vicinity Apart from 1 for the ruling, priestly, a
ranking imperial administrators, the most prominent permanent residents of Cuzco y
proper included the Inca rulers and high nobility, the high priests of the various re
gious cults, and the hostages of conquered peoples who lived with their fam

under the watchful eyes of Inca guardians

less prominent among the Incas than

e i < society were the rulers, the aristocrats, t ,_f
birth. The Incas considered ::.:. chie
god-king oW ned all land, hvestoc
7 , and infallible ruler
{

1

The main classes in |

peasant cultivators ot common
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Inca Roads A magnificent and extensive road system enabled the central government at Cuzco
as an absolute
dants mumnuhed
ds. Succeed

to communicate with all parts of the far-flung Inca empire and to dispatch large mili

tary forces rapidly to distant trouble spots. Two roads linked the Inca realm fros
ermediari

north to south—one passing through the mountains, the other running along the

coast. Scholars have estimated the combined length of those trunk routes at 16,000
kilometers (almost 10,000 miles). The combined length of the entire network of a
Inca roads, including lesser thoroughfares as well as the major trunk routes, may have
amounted to 40,000 kilometers (almost 25,000 miles).

Inca roads were among the best ever constructed before modern times. During
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counsel. Indeed, on the occas
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Like the ruling elites, Inca aristocrarg
and priests led privileged lives. Aristocragg
consumed fine foods and dressed in ey,
broidered clothes provided by conimgy
subjects. Aristocrats also had the righe ¢,
wear large car spools that distended thej,
lobes so much that Spanish conquerors re
ferred to them as “big ears.” Priests often
came from royal and aristocratic families
They led celibate and ascetic lves, by
they deeply influenced Inca society be
cause of their education and their respon
sibility for overseeing religious rituals. The
major temples supported hundreds of
priests, along with attendants and virgin

women devoted to divine service who v,F.

pared ceremonial meals and wove fine rit

ual garments for the priestly staff.

The cultivators were mostly peasants
of common birth who lived in commu
ties known as ayllu, similar to the Mexi
Descendants prepare a ritual meal for a cas® calpulli, which were the basic 1
mummified Inca ruler (depicted in the rural society. Ranging in size from
background). villages to larger towns, ayllus consiste

several families who lived rogether, sl

ing land, tools, animals, crops, and w
Peasants supported themselves by working on lands allocated to individual far
by their ay/lu. Instead of paying taxes or tribute, peasants also worked on state lands
administered by aristocrats. Much of the production from these state lands went to
support the ruling, aristocratic, and priestly classes. The rest went into state store

houses for public relief in times of famine and for the support of widows, orphans,
and others unable to cultivate land for themselves. Apart from agricultural work,
peasants also owed compulsory labor services to the Inca state. Men provided the
heavy labor required for the construction, maintenance, and repair of roads, build
ings, and irrigation systems. Women delivered tribute in the form of textiles, pottery,
and jewelry. With the aid of quipu, Inca bureaucrats kept track of the labor service
and tribute owed by local communities.

Members of the Inca ruling class venerated the sun as a god and as their major
deity, whom they called Inti. They also recognized the moon, stars, planets, rain, and
other natural forces as divine. Some Incas, including the energetic ruler Pachacuti
also showed special favor to the god V
and all else in the universe. The cult of the sun, however, outshone all the others. In

iracocha, creator of the world, humankind,

Cuzco alone some four thousand priests, attendants, EE,\_nm_:gc::c?%.Zr,;_::‘
whose temple attracted pilgrims from all parts of the Inca empire. The first Spanish
visitors to Cuzco Z.ﬁ:_‘?d that it took four hundred paces for them to w alk around
the temple complex, and they expressed amazement at its lavish decoration, includ
ing a golden sculpture of the sun encrusted with gems. Particularly astonishing to
the visitors was an imitation garden in which grains of gold represented a field, which

was planted with stalks of maize fabricated from gold and surrounded by twenty
golden llamas with their attendants, also sculpted in gold. Priests of Inti and those

t: The An

r cults honored their deities
. which in Inca society usy

it !:.r the form of agricultural produce
i {00 s quch as llamas and guinea pigs
e .:::.,_wa: fumans.
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Fulfilling her tribute duty, an Inca woman
weaves woolen fabric on a loom attached
toatree.

The Societies
of Oceania

[nhabitants of Oceania did not interact w ith peoples of different societies as frequently
or systematically as did their counterparts in the castern hemisphere, but they bu

and maintained flourishing societies of their own The aboriginal peoples of Australia
retches of their continent and created networks of trade and ex

; : 4 .
athering societies. Only in the far north, however, did
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i .macw ﬁnO—q_nm who Fu.& no tradition of metally,
# ot scasonal migrations, frequent encoy

In mﬁ_an and trade over ke ng a.ﬂmﬂ—:r.nw, the

jetics,
) uG.n_nn ¢ diffuse much bevond the
fl Ay did n©!

onally iron axes, much coveted by
Tgy.
ihters with peoples from other abo Cultural and

» the cultural traditions of Australian peoples  Religious Traditions
regions inhabited by indivi

NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN dual societies. Abo

id close attention to the 2 : .
o A _uaom;nm ﬁagw B txins forest ¢ prominent geographic features of the lands
:m__”__a therm. g 1, and :,2. | : __/ :.Enz_ deposits, and bodies of water werce
HAWAIIAN u::..w_ for their SUTVIY a0 e *_r ;.: ,ﬁ,cqrw and myths about those and other g2eo
MARIANA ISLANDS \VO TR ~ H:_a__.?. features. Often .:r.e_ :,:., :Lf_L E:m:v:w observances designed to ensure con
] k : F amimals, plant life. g FRL g
g WICRONESIA : ﬁ%_:m supplics of an L b 'f¢, and water. Given the intense concern of
F ) e ki 5 __a_,.__mm:& peoples with their imme ,,_:7, cvronments, their cultaral and religious tra
- i - LANDS i = -
R T poy o %ac:m focused on local matters and did not appeal to peoples from other regions
gl S, z i i}
7 AN e By GILE, Equator
b XV N T %, A — . GILBERT s . :
R TR R e - by, ISLANDS . . 7o Sk
L , 18 . B GALAPAGOS U%l@a%:n of Pacific Island Societies
" ‘ MARQUESAS HEQ
ISLANDS

SAMOA the carly centuries C.E., human migrants had established agricultural societies in

B o all the island groups of the Pacific Ocean. About the middle of the first mil

SOCIETY ISLANDS

do "¢ x - 1 -
TONGA U_====: ¢.E., they ventured to the large islands of New Zealand—the last large, hab
_.nnv_n region of the carth to receive members of the human species. After 1000 ¢
D 2 1 > roer g .
CLiD _m Jyncsians inhabiting the larger Pacific islands grew especially numerous, and their
ISLAND , olynes y

ing ﬁ:_u:_.:r.: prompted remarkable social and political development.

a_.m__ the central and western regions of the Pacific, where several clusters of islands are ~ Trade between

J ,_“..._< close to one another, mariners linked island societies. Regional trade networks — Island Groups

: %E:“a exchanges of useful goods such as axes and pottery, exotic items such as shells

“Mm_nnmcqa.:_n ornaments, and sometimes even foodstuffs such as yams. Wn@::.: trade

within individual island groups served social and political as ,,aa= as economic functions,

gnce it helped ruling clites establish and maintain :u_.q:,::o:m a,n,“.n:c_: with one an-

other. In some cases, trade crossed _::mn.a .&mﬁsnnu and linked different ;r.:& ,E:Ef.

[nhabitants of the Tonga, Samoa, and E: islands qma& mats p:.a canoes, for example,

and also intermarried, thus creating political .E..“_ social relanonships, _ e
Elsewhere in Polynesia, vast stretches of deep blue :ﬁmq .s:an it :wsr_ h _.:...;_r ‘.‘:,.NESW*

complicated to travel between different island groups and _mcM_a:ww As ﬂ/P/..:,M:_e»_w.,,ﬁ, vaging

lar trade networks did not emerge m En. castern En_mr. Opnm:,. ..Hrzrs:: ::.,

mariners undertook lengthy voyages on an intermiteent 73:,33@%% e

mentous results. After the original settlement of Easter Island about 2

coast of South America,
iner e od to the western coast ot Sou
::v_n, _4:_.<:cm;: mariners _4:7;77 ventured t

i - veen about 400 and
where they learned about the culuvation of sweet potatoes. Betwe

‘nesia and beyond to New
700 ¢.E., mariners spread sweet potatoes throughout wc_;nﬁ“wwn_: e
Caledonia and Vanuatu. The new crop quickly ?.Sam ﬂ_mﬁ_vﬁz_: B
in all the islands it reached. Sweet potatoes were especially

4 s he tropical Pacific did not
opulati f New Zcaland because the staple crops of the trop ic did oo
B o thc cemperate “New Zealand. Thus Jong-distance VOYag
csof ses to remote islands siruated thou

SOUTH PACIFIC OCEAN

I The societies of Oceania. Islands are much more numerous and much closer together in the western Pacific than in the eastern Pacific
In what ways did proximity to or distance from other islands influence the development of Pacific island societies?

lands, they maintained nomadic, foraging societics until European peoples
Australia in large numbers during the nincteenth and twentieth centuries.
As a result of their mobile and nomadic way of life, aboriginal Australians frequently
met and interacted with peoples of neighboring socicties. Because Australia is a conti-
nent of enormous climatic and ecological diversity, different peoples enjoyed access to
food and other resources unknown to others they encountered during their seasonal
migrations. Even though as nomads they did not accumulate large quantities of mate
rial goods, groups regularly exchanged surplus food and small items when they met
That sort of small-scale exchange eventually enabled trade goods to spread
throughout most of Australia. Individuals did not travel along all the trade routes. In-
stead, trade goods passed from one aboriginal community to another until they came
to rest in regions often distant from their origins. Pearly oyster shells were among the
most popular trade items. Archacologists have turned up many of these shells fash
ioned into jewelry more than 1,600 kilometers (1,000 miles) from the waters where
the oysters bred. From interior regions came stone axe heads, spears, boomerangs,
furs, skins, and fibers.

Aboriginal peoples occasionally traded foodstuffs, but with the exception of some
root vegetables, those items were generally too perishable for exchange. Peoples on the
north coast also engaged in a limited amount of trade with mariners from New Guinea
and the islands of southcast Asia. Australian spears and highly prized pearly shells went
north in exchange for exotic items such as the striking flowers of the bird-of-paradise
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A painting from 1825 shows several fishponds in active use near Honolulu in Hawa

also from Hawaiian adoption of fishhook styles from Tahiti and words from the
tian language.

While undertaking regular or intermittent voyages over long distances, isla
throughout the Pacific Ocean also built productive agricultural and fishing societies

They cultivated taro, yams, sweet potatoes, bananas, breadfruit, and coconuts, and
they kept domesticated pigs and dogs. They also fed on abundant supplies of fish
which they caught by spear, net, and hook. After about the fourteenth century, as their
population increased, the inhabitants of Hawai'i built ingenious fishponds that allowed
small fry to swim from the ocean through narrow gates into rock-enclosed spaces but

prevented larger fish from escaping. Fishponds enabled Hawaiians to harvest |
quantities of mature fish with rel

arge
ative case and thus contributed to the islanders’ food
supplies. The establishment of agricultural and fishing societies led to rapid populatic
growth in all the larger Pacific island groups—Samoa, Tonga, the Society Islands (i
cluding Tahiti), and Hawai'i. In Hawai'i, the most heavily populated of the Polynesian
island groups, the human population may have exceeded five hundred thousand when
European mariners arrived in the late eighteenth century.

Dense populations sometimes

led to environmental degradation and social strife
on small islands with limited resources. Easter Island in particular was the site of dra
matic problems arising from overpopulation. Polynesian migrants origin
Easter Island in the early centuries c.
their descend

ally settled
E., and during the era from about 1100 to 1500,
ants numbered about ten thousand. This population placed tremen
dous pressure on the island’s resources and also competed fiercely among themselves
for those resources. By 1500, having divided into hostile camps, islanders fought one
another ferociously, engaging in brutal massacres of their enemies and the desecra
tion of their bodies. As their society disintegrated, they sometimes resorted to canni
balism for lack of sufficient food.
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Tndeed, be m.,_:_:“f ; ::_ A teenth century, expanding populations prompted
esidents of many Pacific islands to develop Increasingly complex social and political
ﬂc;_n:__‘nv.. Especially on the | v 1slands, workers became more specialized; some
5

8?.2:32& on cultivating certain crops, and athers devoted their efforts to ishing,

:..n:::m axes, .:vr,::,:.:f::ﬁ large, scagoing canocs. Distinet classes emerged as
mazcr.«p:n and ruling elites decided the course of public affairs in their socicties and
extracted surplus agricultural pra ;EL:.,: from %mﬁ of common birth. The islands of
Tonga, Tahitl, and Hawai'i had .?_;.Q.::. stratified societies with sharp distinctions
T."_umr.m: various classes of high chiefs, lesser chiefs, and commoners. Hawaiian society
akso recognized distinct classes of priests and skilled artisans, such as adze makers and
canoe builders, ranking between the chiefly and common elasses.

In addition to distinct social classes, island societies generated SErong pe slitical lead
ership- Ruling chiefs generally oversaw ?_E_.r. affairs in portions of an sl nd, f:::..
pmes in an entire island, and :mn,,,_::wzw. in several islands situated close to one
another. In Tonga and Hawai'i, high chiefs frequently _pE:..ra campaigns to bring
additional islands under their control and create large nn::.u.—ina states. F:.Lfﬁ.:.
ever, were these militant chiefs able to overcome geographic and logistic difficulues

and wnp_.in their expansionist ambitions before .&m nineteenth century. .
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FOR FURTHER REFLECTION

How would you characterize the political, social, and
children happy, cultural significance of two-way voyaging between
bringing up of his boys. He
[his lover in Tahiti], but after a while, he began to feel a

: thought no more of Lu’ukia Tahiti and Hawai 'i?
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