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ENGLISH 100, ESSAY PROMPT #3


We’ve been studying the American expropriation of the figure of the zombie through 
Haitian "Vodou," especially how the figure creeps into the American subconscious in the 
1930's as a mash-up of West African religious traditions, Haitian slave imagery, and 
culturally suspect representations of “Voodoo” in Franco-American New Orleans. 


One of the troubling facts we’ve uncovered in articles by Cory Rushton, Christopher 
Moreman, and Ann Kordas is how deeply the zombie figure is embedded in racist 
representations of “Otherness”; due to these characterizations, the figure of the zombie offered 
European and American colonialists an opportunity to express internalized fears about slave 
uprisings (and more general xenophobic fears about otherness) while simultaneously offering 
a narrative to assuage the slave owner’s guilt. In this sense, the mindless, animalistic slave 
devoid of emotional content, passively “performing” for the powerful zombie master (with 
neither weariness nor complaint!) gave the Postbellum South an opportunity to justify their 
actions in hindsight.  


In November of 1968, however, George A. Romero offered a completely different representation 
of the zombie that directly challenged this narrative, and he did so by featuring a strong-willed, 
powerful African American man in the midst of a revolutionary moment in American history. 
In this tale, Ben, a protagonist symbolic of black rage, fights zombies who look suspiciously like 
a southern lynch mob while trying to protect a passive, hysterical (and, crucially, blonde!) white 
woman.    


Given this context, I’d like you to track the development of the figure of the zombie in your 
third essay to explain how Night of the Living Dead reinvents it. If the zombie represents the 
fears of middle-class white America, how did the zombie figure change in the 60’s, and what 
does the film’s conclusion suggest about race relations in America?  


Note: Please highlight or underline your thesis when you turn in your final draft!


Please double space your lines, use twelve-point font, title your essay, use page numbers, and 
set your margins to the default setting (one inch). Most importantly, please turn in ALL of your 
prewriting (outline and brainstorm) with your essay (each piece is part of your grade!).


Use your rhetoric for extra help, stop by the Learning Center for an extra editing session, and 
don’t forget that I am always available to help during office hours! Make an appointment!


When complete, your essay should have four parts (from top to bottom):


* A Complete and Clean Final Draft (with thesis underlined!)
* A Works Cited Page (the last page of your final draft!)
* A Peer-Draft (with composition rubric attached!)
* A Conceptual Map
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