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\Iways read ahead and be prepared to discuss material. The instructor re:
hange due dates, number of tests, and assignments.

Week 1

Introduction to the course

Introduction to Literary

Criticism
Week 2

Literary Criticism continued.

Walt Whitman, "Song of Myself' (71)

"When I heard the learn'd astronomer" (132)

“When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloomed" (138)

Week 3
Emily Dickinson, Poems 249 (181), 341 (18 4),465 (186), 98¢
(192), 1052 (193).
Sarah Ome Jewett, "A White Heron" (430)

Week 4
Mark Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. (216)

Veek 5

Huckleberry Finn continued; “The War Prayer” (410)
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Week -
6

Veek
4

Veek

Veek

'eck
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Stephen Crane, "Do not weep, maiden, for war is kind" (789),
"A man said to the universe" (790), "The Open Boat" (791)
Theodore Dreiser, "Free" (1050)

Test 1

Poetry Vocabulary

Edwin Arlington Robinson, "Richard Cory" (1120), "Miniver Cheevy"
(1121) Robert Frost, "Mending Wall" (1127)

+Fire and Ice" (1135); "Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening" (1136);
"Desert Places" (1137)

John Dos Passos, All excerpts (1271)
Eugene O'Neill, "The Hairy Ape"
(1287)

Ezra Pound “A Pact" (1353 ); "In a Station of the Metro" (1353);
"The River-Merchant's Wife: A Letter" (1287)

T.S. Eliot, "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (1359);
“Preludes” (1363)

Wallace Stevens, "Anecdote of the Jar" (1446); "The Emperor of Ice-Cream"
1447

‘(‘Wilham Carlos Williams, "The Red Wheelbarrow" (1459); "This Is Just to

Say" (handout)

Thomas Wolfe, "The Far and the Near"
(1554)

F. Scott Fitzgerald, "Winter Dreams"
Test 2

Emest Hemingway. "Hills Like White Elephants™ (handout)
William Faulkner, "Barn Burning” (1597)
Langston Hughes, "Dream Boogie" (1 525); "Harlem" (1626)
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Research Paper Guidelines:

10 dov

ength: 8 t

K cene. 'W‘““l”ll’“‘lh\i’,":‘ (between 2000 and 3000 words). Use a simple 12 point
font such as Times New Roman. Use parenthetical citations, Follow current MLA guidelines. Tnclude
a Works Cited page. Number your pages: Staple pages toneihen. & cove sheet fs Ootional, but piaic:

covers are not to be used.

DueDatesApsl AN Late papers will be accepted, with a one-letter grade penalty, until April
A6th. After AprilT6h, late papers will not be accepted for cl i

credit.

Use one of the crirical methodologies we covered in class to discuss some thematic o stra

ilarity in at least three different works by any three writers we've covered in class. (Or choose three

differcnt works by the same writer.) You should have chosen your method o you wish

to discuss, and you should submit a typed, one-paragraph thesis statement for pre-approval on or before

IMarch 252

nd a:

tations and

ae youz thes

me during my o

1f 50 thesis has been subsitted by Mazch 28h, three authors, three works, and 2 methodology will
be assigned.

For example: you might wish to use 2 psychological approach to discuss a themaric similasity, (for

example you might wish to explain the psychological origins of a protgonist’s host

natueal world as evidenced in works by Crane, Hemingway, and London,

oy towards the

Or you might wish to use a feminist approach to focus on three poems by Emily Dickinson and explore

het use of both male and female persona as speakers in these texts.

Remembe that your thesis must make an arguzble assertion. Then, in the body of your essay,
you must prove (with evidence) the truth of that assertion.

It is, for example, not nearly enough to say that
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In the late 19th and carly 20th centuries, womes

N : n wete often treated as second class citizens, and
We see evidence of their second-cla

S5 status in three literary works from that petiod.

19% century

Such an assertion is 7ot g

. It's likce saying that the alphabet was in use in the late

You could, however, explain that

Inth g ] 1

b the late 19th and early 20th centuries, women w frequently treated in ways tha
reinforee their second-class social and economic status in 2 male-dominated society, and we
observe the deep unconscious feelings of inferiority arisin

from such treatment man

Sarah Orne Jewett.

behavior and demearnor of female protagonists in the short stories o

Or you might say:

Biographical information zbout each author is uadoubtedly necessary to any
confessional elements in novels of Twain, Hemingway, Dreiser, and such tex;
exploring the psycho-biographical linkage betweea information revealed by ez

information availzble about each suthor's history.

O you might say:

The distinct differences in sentence structure 2nd style found-in wozks like Hen
Elephants,” Faulkner's Burning,” and “Fitzgerald’s “Winter Dreams” are more 2
regionalism than an expression of different philosophical seasibilities.

In short, be very, very specific. Before March 2%th, you are required to wite a one oz £ parag
¢ the ones in the examples above. You should type this thesis, hand it in, and revise it as nece

statemen;

s counted toward your class participation grade. If you do not tur in an

This is a graded assignment in th: oward y ass p 7 I
- rned, and you will forfeit the right to choose the three works about which you

acceg‘.ab e thesis, one will be as
will be writing. 2

ou refine your th

Feel free to consult with me during my office houts or to visit the Writing Center as

You may also wish to see me o visit the Writing Center if you need to review the rules for proper
documentation of source material and need handouts for such review. Information about proper MLA format
Wiorks Cited page format s also available on line at the Writing Center

for parenthetical notation and proper natis b
WebI;ile‘ And, s always, you are bound by the Methodist University Honor Code.
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Iways read ahead and be prepared to discuss material. The instructor res
ange due dates, number of tests, and assignments.
Week 1

Introduction to the course

Introduction to Literary
Criticism

Week 2

iterary Criticism continued.

‘Walt Whitman, "Song of Myself (71)

“When I heard the leam'd astronomer” (132)
“When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloomed” (138)

eek 3

Emily Dickinson, Poems 249 (181), 341 (18 4),465 (186), 98¢
(192), 1052 (193).
Sarah Orne Jewett, "A White Heron" (430)

Veek 4
Mark Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. (216)

Veek 5
‘Huckleberry Finn continued; “The War Prayer” (410)



