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Section 3

PRIMARY SOURCE from The Cherokee Nation’s
Appeal to the American People

The Cherokee Nation fought the Indian Removal Act by first sending a delegation to

appear before Congress and President Jackson. Meeting with little success, the
Cherokee then published a direct appeal to the American people on July 17, 1830. As
you read this excerpt, notice how the Cherokee felt about leaving their homeland.

e wish to remain on the land of our fathers.

We have a perfect and original right to
remain without interruption or molestation. The
treaties with us, and laws of the United States
made in pursuance of treaties, guaranty our resi-
dence and our privileges, and secure us against
intruders. Our only request is, that these treaties
may be fulfilled, and these laws executed.

But if we are compelled to leave our country, we
see nothing but ruin before us. The country west of
the Arkansas territory is unknown to us. From what
we can leam of it, we have no prepossessions in its
favor. All the inviting parts of it, as we believe, are
preoccupied by various Indian nations, to which it
has been assigned. They would regard us as intrud-
ers, and look upon us with an evil eye. The far great-
er part of that region is, beyond all controversy, badly
supplied with wood and water; and no Indian tribe
can live as agriculturalists without these articles. All
our neighbors, in case of our removal, though crowd-
ed into our near vicinity, would speak a language to-
tally different from ours, and practice different cus-
toms. The original possessors of that region are now
wandering savages lurking for prey in the neighbor-
hood. They have always been at war, and would be
easily tempted to turn their arms against peaceful
emigrants. Were the country to which we are urged
much better than it is represented to be, and were it
free from the objections which we have made to it,
still it is not the land of our birth, nor of owr affec-
tions. It contains neither the scenes of our childhood,
nor the graves of our fathers. . . .

It is under a sense of the most pungent feelings
that we make this, perhaps our last appeal to the
good people of the United States. It cannot be that
the community we are addressing, remarkable for
its intelligence and religious sensibilities, and pre-
eminent for its devotion to the rights of man, will
lay aside this appeal, without considering that we
stand in need of its sympathy and commiseration.
We know that to the Christian and to the philan-
thropist the voice of our multiplied sorrows and

fiery trials will not appear as an idle tale. In our own
land, on our own soil, and in our own dwellings,
which we reared for our wives and for our little
ones, when there was peace on our mountains and
in our valleys, we are encountering troubles which
cannot but try our very souls. But shall we, on
account of these troubles, forsake our beloved coun-
try? Shall we be compelled by a civilized and
Christian people, with whom we have lived in per-
fect peace for the last forty years, and for whom we
have willingly bled in war, to bid a final adieu to our
homes, our farms, our streams and our beautiful
forests? No. We are still firm. We intend still to
cling, with our wonted affection, to the land which
gave us birth, and which, every dav of our lives,
brings to us new and stronger ties of attachment.
We appeal to the judge of all the earth, who will
finally award us justice, and to the good sense of the
American people, whether we are intruders upon
the land of others. Our consciences bear us witness
that we are the invaders of no man’s rights—we
have robbed no man of his territon—we have
usurped no man’s authority, nor have we deprived
any one of his unalienable privileges. How then
shall we indirectly confess the right of another peo-
ple to our land by leaving it forever? On the soil
which contains the ashes of our beloved men we
wish to live—on this soil we wish to die. . . .

Jfrom “Memorial of the Cherokee Nation,” as reprinted in
Nile’s Weekly Register, August 21, 1830.

Activity Options

1. What reasons do the Cherokee give for remain-
ing in their homeland?

2. Which of those reasons do you find most persua-
sive? the least persuasive? Explain.

3. The Cherokee Nation finally took its case to the
Supreme Court, but like its appeal to the presi-
dent, the Congress, and the American people,
these efforts also failed. What else do you think
the Cherokee could have done to prevent being
forced from their homeland?
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from Jackson’s Message to
Congress on Indian Policy
President Andrew Jackson

¢ W ASHINGTON, December 7, 1835.

The plan of remeving the aboriginal people'who yet
remain within the settled portions of the United States
to the country west of the Mississippi River
approaches its consummation, It was adopted on the

_ most mature consideration of the condition’ of this

race, and ought to be persisted in till the object is
accomplished, and prosecuted with as much vigor as
a just regard to their circumstances will permit, and as
fast as their consent can be obtained. All preoeding
experiments for the improvement of the Indians have
failed. It seems now to be an established fact that they
can not-live in contact with a civilized-community
and prosper. Ages of fruitless endeavors have at
length brought us to a knowledge of this principle of
intercommunication with them. The past we can not
recall, but the future we can provide for, Independent-
ly of the treaty stipulations into which we have
entered with the various tribes for the usufructuary
rights (rights to use anothér’s property and enjoy the
profits from it] they have ceded to us, no one can
doubt the moral duty of the Government of the Unit-
ed States to protect and if possible to preserve and
perpetuate the scattered remnants of this race which
are left within our borders. In the discharge of this
duty an extensive region in the West has been
assigned for their permanent residence. . . .

The plan for their removal and reestablishment is
founded upon the knowledge we have gained of their
character and habits, and has been dictated by a spirit
of enlarged liberality. A territory exceeding in extent
that relinquished has been granted to each tribe. Of its
climate, fertility, and capacity to support an Indian
population the representations are highly favorable,
To these districts the Indians are removed at the
expense of the United States, and with certain sup-
plies of clothing, arms, ammunition, and other indis-
pensable articles; they are also furnished gratuitously
with provisions for the period of a year after their
arrival at their new homes. In that time, from the
nature of the country and of the products raised by
them, they can subsist themselves by agricultural
labor, if they choose to resort to that mode of life; if
they do not they are upon the skirts of the great
prairies, where countless herds of buffalo roam, and a
short time suffices to adapt their own habits to the
changes which a change of the animals destined for
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their food may require. Ample arrangements have
also been made for the support of schools; in some

. instances council houses and churches are to be erect-

ed, dwellings constructed for the chiefs, and mills for
common use. Funds have been set apart for the main-
tenance of the poor; the most necessary mechanical
arts have been introduced, and blacksmiths, gun-
smiths, wheelwrights, millwrights, etc., are supported
among them. Steel and iron, and sometimes salt, are
purchased for them, and plows and other farming
utensils, domestic animals, looms, spinning wheels,
cards, etc., are presented to them. And besides these
beneficial arrangements, annuities are in all cases
paid, amounting in some instances to more than $30
for each individual of the tribe, and in all cases suffi-
ciently great, if justly divided and prudently expend-
ed, to enable them, in addition to their own exertions,
to live comfortably. And as a stimulus for exertion, it
is now provided by law that “in all cases of the
appointment of interpreters or other persons
employed for the benefit of the Indians a preference
shall be given to persons of Indian descent, if such
can be found who are properly qualified for the dis-
charge of the duties.”

Such are the arrangements for the physical comfort
and for the moral improvement of the Indians. The
necessary measures for their pohtical advancement
and for their separation from our citizens have not
been neglected. The pledge of the United States has
been given by Congress that the country destined for
the residence of this people shall be forever “secured
and guaranteed to them.” A country west of Missouri
and Arkansas has been assigned to them, into which

[F

the white settlements are not to be pushed. No politi- -

cal communities can be formed in that extensive
region, except thase which are established by the
Indians themselves or by the United States for them
and with their concurrence. A barrier has thus been
raised for their protection against the encroachment
of our citizens, and guarding the Indians as far as
possible from those evﬂs; which have brought them to
their present condition.

Source: Reprinted in'Henry Steele Commager, ed.,
Documents of American History, vol. 1 (Englewood
Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1973), 260-261.



