CHNS 341/H-- Chinese Literature I: Traditional Chinese Literature Spring 2016

Assignment Sheet for Unit 5: Tang Poetry
Read:
Stephen Owen, “Poetry in the Chinese Tradition” (will be xeroxed). We will discuss this article in class and
there will be a quiz on it.

Poems: we will focus on Wang Wei, Li Bo, and Du Fu, read:

Wang Wei T4 (699 or 701--759 or 761): Two pieces from “Wangchuan ji” (148 - FELE and 88528 ;
“Song bie”i% 7 ; _ “Za shi” #:&F (one of a group of three); “Zhongnan bieye” $€Eg FII .

Li Bo Z2(5( 701 -762): “Yue xia du zhuo* (no. 1) H T455; | )i=ng jin jiu” i
W 2 “Qiupu ge” (nos. 5, 14) BICHTEL ; “Zi gian™ B3# ; “Linlu ge”BEESTL .

Du Fu #t5 (712-7703: “Bing ju xing” TH{T; “Yue ye” H 1% ;
F - “Jueju si show” (1) SBAJPUE ; “Lii ye shu huai” Jie i

‘Jiangnan feng Li Guinian.”J T Fg 2R 4R,

For bibliographies on the above poets, consult /ndiana Companion. Also, I have written an article on Du
Fu (advanced students should consult):
“Du Fu’s ‘Gazing at the Mountain® Chinese Literature: Essays, Articles, Reviews 16 (1994} 1-18.

To Do and Think About;

1. Judging from their poetry what kind persons do you think Wang Wei, Li Bo and Du Fu were? Do you
think that their styles reflect their character? If so, in what ways?

2. Based upon his poetry, guess what Wang Wei may have looked like. If you were a painter what would
his portrait look like.

3. What are your impressions of Li Bo? What kind of man do you see when you read Li Bo's poems? Can
you understand or identify with him as a person? Who is Li Bo?

4. Li Bo's contemporary, He Zhizhang %1% , once described Li Bo as a “banished immortal” (zhe
xianren Sl A ). What do you think he meant by this?

5. The Ming critic, Hu Yinglin &HFERE (1551-1602), once described Li Bo's five-syllable jueju &&4] as
tigrxian kouyyr FAlIIJFE . Explain what he meant.

6. What are your impressions of Du Fu? What kind of man do you see when you read his poems? Can
you understand or identify with him as a person? In some ways he is as difficult to “define” as Li Bo.

7. Du Fu and Li Bo are considered China's two greatest poets. Critics have often paired the twao,
comparing their styles and arguing that one is superior than the other. How do you feel?

8. As you read Du Fu, pay careful attention to historical events and Du Fu's life. Du Fu's poetry must be
read in the context of his life and times. Note the date and setting as you read each poem. Consider the
effects of 755 upon his poetry and his decision to travel away from the capital with his family.
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