646 Part Five Property

known as estray statutes, generally provide that the per-
son must give public notice of the fact that the property
has been found, pethaps by putting an ad in a local news-
paper. All states have statutes of limitations that require
the true owner of property to claim it or bring a legal
action to recover possession of it within a certain number

of years. A person who keeps possession of Jost o un-
claimed property for longer than that period of time will
becore its owner,

The Corliss case, which follows, discusses the relatiye
rights of a person who finds property on land owneg by
someone else.

'EMBEDDED PROPERTY——that pcrsonal property whlchf '
. has become a part of the natural earth, such-as pottery, the. ~

sunken wreck of a: stsamshlp, ora rotteni—away sack of gold-
bearing quartz rock buried or partially buried in the ground.

Corliss v. Wenner and Anderson
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 ded of mislaid property.”.
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ssession of Jog o up . _ : . ) _ S .
hat period of time 3  fhat the Goiris-Were: not abandotied because the-con=". . law rule with respect to treasure trové, Rather, we adopt the rule:
s hich the coing were found evidenced an intent t keep “suggested in-the coneurring-opinion in Schley.v. Couch. . which
%, not am intén ~voluntarily teliriquish.all possessory’ - we testate.asfollows: . . = v 007 T
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-¢! treasure, the his: :

rouded in mys Legal Responsibilities of Finders Some  to his own use without first taking reasonable measures to

wrapped in pap - Slaies go further and make it a criminal offense for a per-  restore the property to the owner. For example under the
far, -apparently : : 591 who comes into control of property that he knows or - Georgia Code, “A person commits the offense of theft of
the. district couf fearns has been lost or mislaid to appropriate the property  lost or mislaid property that he knows or learns to have




