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ZAD]ETSMFEH;fafnovelistb_'or—n to a black
/-iJamaican'motherand a white British fa-
ther; recentlyrecalled ithat when she'was

~ growingup in'Willesden Green, a London
districtwithaldrgeimmigrant population,

“rothingcotild“be. more normal than a

* mixedrace girl”:;The isurprise, she said,

was entering publishing and finding that
people thought it unusual. Nobody could

- get that-impression'now: Britons are mix-

:iThe 2011 census revealed a countrjr that
is. decreasifigly. -white, and British:. Eng-

~land’s ethnic-minarity, populdtion  grew

from 9% of the total in 2001 to 14%. But the

' biggest singleiincrease was'in the number
~ of people claiming & mixed-ethric back-

ground. This almost doubled, to around
12m. Among children'under the age of five,
6% had a‘mixed background—more than
belonged to any other minority group (see
chart). Mixed-race children are now about
as common in Britain as in America—a
cointry, with many more non-whites and
alongér history of mass immigration.

~'As Britain’s mixed-race population
swells, another group appears destined to
shrink. The Labour Force Survey reveals
that 48% of black Caribbean men and 34%

. of black Caribbean women in couples are
- with partners of a different ethnic group—

with higher proportions still among youn-
ger cohorts. Black Caribbean children un-
der ten years old are outnumbered two-to-
one by children who are a mixture of

of mmed*racenntam is ch_angiugneighhoﬁrhqus‘—'-a:_rf;_i_'p;egﬁ[
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black, Carihbean o1 ev.en as British, but
rather as English—the identity of the com-

. fortably assimilated.

whife and black Cagibbéan: < 1
Rob Ford of Manchester University
points out that Caribbean folk are follow-

ing an Irish pattern.of integration, in that -

their partners are often worlking-class. The

Irish parallel also suggests they will even-
tually be fully dbsorbed'into the British

o

population. Polls show iliﬁfﬁdﬁﬁ%ﬁ’é'ﬁfé 3
a'mixture of white andblack Caribb gan -
‘tend to see themselves not'so much ds

§ yeopHian e

"

...+ Indians, 'who began -arriviri'g in lafge
. numbersinthe 960, were slower-to mix.

They are now doing so—butalong Jewish,

- ratherthan Irish; lines:For theni; assimila-

. tion follows . education: according to re-
search:by Raya Multarak and’Anthony

v Heath; Indians withidegrees dre far miore
.+ ¢ likely to marry whitesxIndians are not so

+ muchmarryinginto the white majority as

* intoits suburbanmiddle ¢lassjsays Shamit

Saggaratthe University of Essex: <«

- Their children-are quietly transforming
Britain’s- suburbsianid commuter towns.
Whereas ‘Asians are still iconcentrated in
cities such as Leicestér and in'London bor-
oughs like' Tower;Hamlets \and - Harrow,
mixed Asian andwhite children are wide-
spread (see maps on next page). In Chil-

= tern,an affluent commuter district in Buck-

“inghamshire, 5% .of children:under, five
years old weré:mixed:Asian and white in

2. 20m=more than'in most of London. Their

= ‘parents may- have mét at ‘university. or
. while working in the icapital: Within Bir-

mingham, ‘too; mixed Asian and white

- children are especially -common in the

largely middle:class white suburbs of Edg-
baston, Moseley-and-Harbume.

Still warmingup Fla i Ea

Pakistanis and ‘Bangladeshis mostly re-
mainin cities, and are:mixingmore slowly.
Just 8% of Pakistani men and 7% of Bangla-
deshi men in couples are with people of a
different ethnic group, and the proportions
for women are smaller. Oddly, older Paki-
stani men are more likely to have partners
of another ethnicity, perhaps because
many early migrants were single men. Bu
even these groups are assimilating: anoth-
er study finds that Pakistanis and Bangla-

deshis born in Britain are far likelier to so- »
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Britain's newer minotiiics - gngmaybdanclett %

inito the larger populafion;ico,butin® - Biamostohalihein it-
that defy easy categorisation:Mixed blac -ain shiows that Britain is capable of absorb-
African'and whité:chil, ' ' s newcomers. For:
common HniwWorling having peaple .
commuter {0} midst, race-al- .,
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ard search (o sys-
temis-iobserved éthnicapeatanice Gohiict

does not include i rhixed-ace léategory)
and self-identified ethnicity (which does).
Politicians in the habit.ofitreating Brit-

R

ain’s ethnic groups;asdistinct*Eo
ties? willalsothavetoadapt:’ rewder
black and :Asian :politicians havealready:
built power: bases:that do-not-depend:on
ethnic:bloek-‘vﬁtbs'(s’ge.Ba.gehol).-'speedié's
stich asthe one'made by Tony Blairin 2007
about the culture ofblack youth violence
will Tool silly’ when so many black teen-
agers have white parents t00. Crude racist
politics, thanlfully now rare in Britain,
ought 10 bécome almost impossible as
more white farnilies acquire non-white

{ didl for their
moreofthe
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