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CHAPTER 1
The Perennial
Agriculture Vision

I stood on a ridge in southwest Wisconsin looking into the sharp, dry winds
and watched the clouds of dust rise up in the afternoon heat ab'ovc' a small
metallic swarm of combine harvesters. As far as the eye could see the land-
scape was the same — parched, compacred soil, lifeless as pavement with row
upon cndless row of corn stubble. To the horizon in the west, to the north,
and to the east, nothing could be scen but barren, dusty, corn stubble. Aside

from the combines, the scene was as lifeless as the moon. In fact it could have
been on the moon with the same driver of the spacecraft safely ensconced
in a climate-controlled life support machine, complete with GPS satellite
guidance system and cell phone communication. 'The only birds I saw in
chis barren, dusty “moonscape” were turkey vultures circling high overhead,

possibly hoping that the combine had spit out a crushed rat, one of the few

creatures able to chrive in a desert of corn.
Here I was standing in the midwestern United States, the self-proclaimed

breadbasket of the world, and what did 1 see? Instead of a landscape teeming
with life and overflowing with bounty, 1 saw dust and stubble. Here where
there once was life in abundance, springs gushing out from every hillside,

assenger pigeons in flocks so large they blotted out the sun, beaver so thick
alleys were a crazy-quilt of their handiwork, there

bristly tan corn stubble, and the hard
tile soil on earth.
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