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i diata and the Reconstruction of Niani
| Sun
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wit 1,"1‘1'7 ¥ Ispn-,'all_v bis sevvices to Niani.
0sper*e

4 e marching along singing the “Hymn to
Thctroo!:swhich the crowd took up. New songs flew
the Bow> th to mouth. Young women offered the sol
from mO'-l‘ e end cola nuts. And so the triumphal
d'\crs;‘::mss Mali ended outside Niani, Sundiata’s city,
marc

< a ruined town which was beginning to be re-
"“:‘s jnhabitants. A part of the ramparts had been
uilt bY I:lsmd the charred walls still bore the marks of
d‘m‘{yc the top of the hill, Djata [a nickname for
fire. ?rommokcd on Niani, which looked like a dead
Sundmm’]fhc survivors of the catastrophe were stand-
l ‘itY-: y ;;;ws on the Mali road. The children were wav-
! 1"‘5 l:,—:nchcs, a few young women were singing, but
\ xc adults were mute. . . . , ‘
with Sundiata peace and h.zppmc.xs cm‘crcd F\'mr}t.
Lovingly Sogolon’s son [ie, Sul.wlmta] had'hxf native city
rebuilt. He restored in the ancient style his father’s old
enclosure where he had grown up. People came from all
the villages of Mali to settle in Niani. The walls had to be
destroyed to enlarge the town, and new quarters were
bule for each kin group in the enormous army. . . .

In their new-found peace the villages knew prosper-
ity again, for with Sundiata happiness had come into
everyone's home. Vast fields of millet, rice, cotton, in-
digo, and fonio surrounded the villages. Whoever
worked always had something to live on. Each year long
cravans carried the taxes in kind [in the form of grains]
10 Niani. You could go from village to village without
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fearing brigands. A thief would have his right hand
. chopped off and if he stole again he would be put to the
 sword [in accordance with Islamic law].
- Newyillages and new towns sprang up in Mali and
dsewhere. “Dyulas,” or traders, became numerous and
- during the reign of Sundiata the world knew happiness.

1965, pp. 80-82.

N, 3

is birth, childhood, and campaign to conquer Mali, some oral traditions emphasize Sundiata’s connections
his pirthplace and capital city, Niani. The following selection deals with Sundiata’s restoration of stability and
h )

y-Sabar Afnca
Stat aind Soceucs of Sul -Sabaran
rares anc i

frios tell many different versions of an oral tradition dealing with Sundiata and bis establishment of the
n 3 ;

¥ f“m[”'"" Some dwell on Sundiata’s cunning and clever strategy, others on his cournge and physical valor. After
Mali ”

There are some kings who are powerful through their
military strength. Everybody trembles before them, but
when they die nothing but ill is spoken of them. Others
do neither good nor ill and when they die they are for -
gotten. Others are feared because \\u:\ have power, but
they know how to use it and they are loved because they

love justice. Sundiata belonged to this group, He was

feared, but loved as well. He was the father of Mali and
gave the world peace. After him the world has not seena |
greater conqueror, for he was the seventh and last con-
queror. He had made the capital of an empire out of his |
father’s village, and Niani became the navel of the carth.
In the most distant lands Niani was talked of and forcign-" ;
ers said, “Travellers from Mali can tell lies with impumity,” 4
for Mali was a remote country for many peoples
The griots, fine talkers that they were, used to boast
of Niani and Mali saying: “If you want salt, go to Niani,
for Niani is the camping place of the | trans-Saharan| cara-
vans. If you want gold, go to Niani, for Bouré, Bam-
bougou, and Wagadou [sources of west African gold}
work for Niani. 1f you want fine cloth, go to Niani, for
the Mecca road passed by Niani. If you want fish, go to
Niani, for it is there that the fishermen of Maouti and
Djenné come to sell their catches. If you want meat, go
to Niani, the country of the great hunters, and the land
of the ox and the sheep. If you want to see an army, go
to Niani, for it [is] there that the united forces of Mali
are to be found. If you want to sec a great king, go to
Niani, for it is there that the son of Sogolon lives, the
man with two names.”

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION

To what extent was Sundiata’s support for Islam an
issue in the shaping of his reputanion?

Wntrv N?me,ed Sundiata: An Epic of Old Mali. Trans. by G. D. Pickett. Harlow, England:

\
\
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arise near * jyanda in the modern f““’: e /“m]h“}“.\c' Within stone W alls 5 meters ‘? only t0 £¢ house of his host among the young men, €x- g:,(\)’m S
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gions of €ast and central Africa. i among them one e S 8“:“ of the gadi.” There came out of the door of t'nc.mr,“,&: : }‘ﬂ'\ the \1‘.:\.1,}1
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Muslim merchants rrading 10 | R % W:IO f(: :m s:mgw F o and FOR FURTHER CEFLECTION
Sultan, is their custom to <all From Ibn Battuta’s report, how could you chagactene

they laid 2 cultural foundation for close cooperation with
the Indian Ocean basin. Moreover, IJslam served as a fresh sour
rule, since they gained recognition from Islamic states in southwest :
: ers in other lands: Even

version opened the door to political alliances with Muslim rul

though the conversion of elite classes did not bring about the immediaté spr ca_Q of Idam
throughout their societies, it enabled Islam tO establish @ presence in east AN ““_dcfi
of some particularly influential patrons: The faith eventualy aanact?

ce of legitimady !
Asia, and their % the Shaikh.” ... . Batouta’s
C Gibb, © the role of hospitality on the 5% ahili coast?
Ibb, trans.
9Dy The Travels of Ion Battuts, A.D. 132571 354, 4 vols. Cambridge

958-94,2:374-77.
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