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e Boucher was a goldsmith who lived during the earl
entury. At some point, perhaps during the 12305, he le:\“: middle ge
o Budapest which was then a part of the kingdom of Hungary, Th‘es::\m"e
yiongol warriors campaigning in Hungary. The Mongols noficeg and g o
alents, and when they left Hungary in 1242, they took him alongwithl:)‘:‘ ,

0 their central Asian homtlalandA er skilled ca
For at |east the next fifteen years, Boucher lived at the Mongol cap i
nnically a slave, he enjoyed some prestige. He superviseq ﬁftyz:sa\ls‘a( Karakorum,
shop that produced decorative ObJEFtS of gold and silver for the Mongol cou;nth\a‘m‘
genious creation was a spectacular silver fountain in the form of a tree, Four plp:ism

By the tree’s trunk, carried wines and other intoxicating drinks to the top of the tree ang

dispensed them into silver bowls from which courtiers and guests filled their cups. Mm
his famous fountain, Boucher also produced statues in gold and silver, built carriages, ﬁ: !
signed puildings, and even sewed ritual garments for Roman Cathol\cpﬂes&swhocoml;dﬁ
cervices for Christiar living at Karakorum while seeking converts in the Mongol empire. a
Boucher was b » means the only European living at the Mongol court. His wife Was a
woman of French stry whom Boucher had met and married in Hungary. The Flemish
ubruck visited Karakorum in 1254, and during his sojoum there he
man named Paquette who was an attendant to a Mongol princess,
Paquette’s husband), an unnamed nephew of a French bisnop;a-
slishman named Basil. Other European visitors {0 the Mongols It
d Hungarians as well as Chinese, Koreans, Turks, Persians, and Ar- .
Vany thirteenth-century roads led to Karakorum. .
{ made their influence felt throughout much of Eurasia asean!‘a;‘g T
onu confederation dominated central Asia and posed a formidable
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and third centuries he Huns and other nomadic peoples from cential Asia launched the
Migrations that helped bring down the western Roman empire, and fater '“‘8'““°““_"fm e
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“Turkish peoples never formed a single, homogeneous group but, rather, organized
themselves into clans and tribes that often fought bitterly \Vltll one another. Turkish
clans and identities probably emerged after the Xiongnu confederation broke apart
in the first and second centuries C.E. All Turkish peoples spoke related languages,
énd’_au were nomads or descendants of nomads. From modest beginnings they ex-
panded their influence until they dominated not only the steppes of central Asia but
also settled societies in Persia, Anatolia, and India.

 Turkish Migrat

Nomadic Economy and Society
Nomadic societies in central Asia developed by adapting to the
of arid lands. Central Asia does not receive enough rain to sui:
culture. Oases permit intense cultivation of limited regions.
only grasses and shrubs grow on the central Asian steppe
large rivers or other sources of water to support large-scal
mans cannot digest grasses and shrubs, but grazing animal:
advantage of the vast open spaces of central Asia, nomads |
especially sheep and horses, but also cattle, goats, and camels
Nomadic peoples drove their herds and flocks to lands v
then moved them along as the animals thinned the vegetation
aimlessly through the steppes but, rather, followed migratory cycles that took account
of the scasons and local climatic conditions. They lived mostly off the meat, milk, and
hxdcs of their animals. They used animal bones for tools and animal dung 23 fuel for
fires. They made shoes and clothes out of wool from their sheep and skins from therr
er animals. Wool was also the source of the felt that they used to fashion large
d yurts in which they lived. They even prepared an alcoholic drink from anima
ducts by fermenting mare’s milk into a potent concoction known a$ feaass:

Jjogical conditions
t large-scale agri-
for the most part
and there are no
tion systems. Hu-

- on them. To take

d grazing animals,

+h abundant grass and
They did not wander
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hardships of nomadic life. In this scene fmmb;y nom;:‘?: Asian artist Met :

onafire, and a companion tends to a saddle. Bows, a mp, two men
» AITOWs, and other i
Veapons are

The ariqity otjthc climate and the nomadic lifestyle lim; J
human socnct}cs in central Asia. Only at oases did ;Y : . develop
dense POPuIﬂFlons to congregate. Settlements were fe e posde
nry as well, since nomads carried their collapsible fc:ci‘tv v Sm_all—and ok
their herds. Nomads often engaged in small-scale cul‘('yurt‘s s tl?ema,s e
thn tlhey f;)und sources of water, but the harvests wer;v::f({)ilcli: ¢ mlrllllet o
T;zrmgff ;(:::rl\m: _zftam wbolc societies. Nomads all;;oprzcti?l !
o b(;t,h oe¢ goods, iron weapons, and tools. Given their :
tical impossibilities.

Thus nomads avid!v

night (e h
arly as the classical era ght opportunities to trade with settled peoples.

B e ook 8 :\ trade linked nomadic and settled societies.
ad manufactured go()‘o‘ : . S{nall %ca}e = nf)mads sought agricultural
:]SO.ParfiCipatcd - lmw‘ ; \, at‘nfty their immediate needs. Often, however
ity with large i tagge trade networks. Because of their mobili
Uganize and lead the Caden of central Asia, nomadic peoples were ideally
oM China to the M caravans that crossed central Asia and linked settled:
el o, 1 Meditcrranean basin. During the posclasial it
Nomadic SOCiCETUQU_V prominent on the caravan routes of central £
Mtic leaders v Y generated two social classes: nobles and commo
ize clap andrcc.ogm_nofl as nobles and thereby acquired the pre
i 0d tripeg loolznc?es~ into a.lliances‘ Normally, nobles did little
War, OWever ed after their own affairs and resented interference.
Wity > nobles wielded absolute authority over their ford

SUMmMmarily v
marily with those who did not obey orders.
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Turkish Migrations and Imperial Expansion

ish peoples never formed a single, homogeneous group but, rather, organized
Turkis P into clans and tribes that often fought bitterly with one another. Turkish

clans and identities probably after the Xiongnu confederation broke apart
in the first and second centuries C.E. All Turkish peoples spoke related languages,
and all were nomads or descendants of nomads. From modest beginnings they ex-
panded their influence until they dominated not only the steppes of central Asia but

Nomadic Economy and Society
Nomadic socicties in central Asia developed by adapting to th
of arid lands. Central Asia does not receive enough rain to support large-scale agri-
culture. Oases permit intense cultivation of limited regions, but for the most part
only grasses and shrubs grow on the central Asian steppe lands, and there are no.
large rivers or other sources of water to support large-scale irrigation systems. Hu-
mans cannot digest grasses and shrubs, but grazing animals thrive on them. To take
advantage of the vast open spaces of central Asia, nomads herded grazing animals,
e@dﬂymmm,bmahou&, goats, and camels. '
Nomadic peoples drove their herds and flocks to lands with abundant gra
 then moved them along as the animals thinned the vegetation. They did
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Mongol Conquest
of Persia

Khubilai Khan

1000 to 1500 C.E-

& +.E. when Mongol rajg;
i hina began in 1211 G.E. W o
in southern China: Thie conguest of G ds quickly became more frequent and ingeyg,
the Jurchen realm. Rat of conquest. By 1215 the Mongols ha(i

. ai X
loped into & campalgn ing, which under the new name of

parties invaded
near modern Beij
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wither in the absence of official support. Me
I subjects of different faiths, the M”"golsanl-
lowed the construction of churches, temples, and shrines, and they even b\lhsid',za -
some religious establishments. They tolerated all cultural an‘d r_cli_gious tmdili(,nsw
China, including Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism, and Christianity. Of Khub; Im
Khan’s four wives, his favorite was Chabi, a Nestornan Christian. g
For their part the Mongols mostly continued to follow their native shamanist cylyg
although many of the ruling elitc becam¢ enchanted with the Lamaist school of Byg.
dhism that developed in Tibet. Lamaist Buddhism held several attractions for lhv
Mongols. It made a prominent place for magic and supernatural powers, and in e
respect it resembled the Mongols’ shamanism. Moreover, Lamaist Buddhist lead, at
officially recognized the Mongols as legitimate rulers and went out of their \vaycrs
court the Mongols™ favor- They numbered the Mongols in the ranks of universal Blt;)
ongol khans as incarnations of the Bud, d;\a

dhist rulers and even recognized the M
that the Mongol ruling clites would find Lamaist Buddhism

Thus it is not surprising
attractive.

allowed the Confucian tradition t©
while, to remain on good terms wit

The Mongols
and Buddhism

nd Eurasian I ntegration

The Mongols #
In building their vast empire, the Mongols brought tremendous destruction to lands
Yet they also sponsored interaction

h of the Eurasian landmass.

throughout muc
;eties and linked Eurasian lands more directly than
couraged travel and communication
value of regular communications for their vast
s maintained a courier network that rapidly '
relayed news, information, and government orders. The network included relay sta-
sages could travel almost nonstop
ouragement of travel and commu-
fforts, and movements of

les of different soct
ever before. Indecd, Mongol rulers positively en:
over long distances. Recognizing the
empire, Chinggis Khan and his successo!

among peop

tions with fresh horses and riders so that mes
throughout Mongol territories. The Mongols’ enc
nication facilitated trade, diplomatic travel, missionary €

peoples to new lands.

As a nomadic people dependent on commerce wi
trade routes and ensu

the Mongols worked t© secure
ing through their territorics. The Mongol khans
selves, but they maintained reasonably good order withi
merchants to travel
travel and trade became much less
their commercial investments, and
Asia dwarfed that of carlier eras. Lands as distant as
came directly linked for the first time because of the a

across the entire Eurasian
Like trade, diplomatic communication was essential to the
tection of roads and travelers benefited ambassadors as well as merc
A dlcl(lfwmﬂﬂshahinl’mwausc the shah u
Mongol envoys Chinggis Khan dispatched in hopes of opening diplomatic and
ial re ,:thous_olmﬁxcgrcatkhansinChina,rh_q
Persia, and the other khans maintained close communications by mears of diplo
embassies. They also had diplomatic dealings with rulers in Korea, Vietnams
western Europe, and other lands as well. Some diplomatic travelers cro :
Eurasian landmass. Several European 2 rs traveled tO Mongolia at
deliver messages b authorities seeking to ally with the Mongols against
states in southwest Asia. Diplomats also traveled west: Rabban Sauma, 3

The Mongols
and Trade

risky than in carlier

the volume of long-
China and western Europe

bility of individuals to
Mongols, and their
hants. Chi

Diplomatic Missions

th sertled agricultural societies,
re the safety of merchants pass: 3
frequently fought among them-
n their realms and allowed
unmolested through their empires. As a result, long-distance
times. Merchants increased

distance trade across central
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‘P sperous reign of Khubilai Khan, the Mongols encoun
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tricpd to recs):)ll\(z)::;c 1gcas'.u-nr'\' lLd to reduced revenues
i ts‘ Qaﬂcml difficulties by introducing
B rccion mc[;allt .for payment of all debts. The W;
e Lhals‘ 1n‘tf)‘thc hands of the government,
B i oo Coz;uqft paper that they regarded as
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ed to local levels antil late in the four-

Persia devolv
d effective central government,

simply collapsed. Government in
les reintroduce

teenth century when Turkish peop
Decline of the Mongol decline in China was a more complicated affair- As in Persia, it had an
Yuan Dynasty economic dimension. The Mongols continued to use the paper money that the Chi- cat left gaping
nese had introduced during the Tang and Song dynasties, but they did not maintain ms in China and
adequate reserves of the bullion that backed up paper notes. The general population le the native Ming
soon lost confidence in paper money, and prices ros¢ sharply as a reflection of its di- . the vacuum in
factions and infighting hastened Mongol decline in 1f-made Turkish
M) d Timur

As in Persia, tO0,

hest of the Mongol empires,

ning in the 1320s power struggles,
civil war convulsed the Mongol regime itt China.

Bubonic Plague Apart from financial difficulties and factional divisions, the Mongol rulers of

China also faced an onslaught of epidemic diseasc. By facilitating trade and commu-

pications throughout Eurasia, the Mongols unwittingly expedited the spread of

bubonic plague (discussed in chapter 22). During the 1330s plague erupted in south-

China and central Asia, and by the

western China. From there it spread throughout
od southwest Asia and Europe, where it became known as the

China attracted the attention of ambi-

minished value.
imperial assassinations, and

China. As the ri€
tious warriors. Begin

Jate 1340s it had reach:
Black Death. Bubonic plagu¢ sometimes killed half or more of an exposed popula-
tion, particularly during the furious initial years of the epidemic, and it seriously dis- % = =
rupted cconomics and societies throughout much of Eurasia. In China depopulation o i cs from Tameriane
and labor shortages that followed on the heels of epidemic plague weakened the g amo::nquerors ‘aPita|sa :ampaigns -
Mongol regime- (Plague would also have caused serious problems for the Mongol T‘ameﬁ Oth‘er buildings thsamarkandl '“‘)‘dj- ENricheg
rulers of Persia had the ilkhanate not collapsed before its arrival.) } ane’s remains s{m ,E Magnificeny ,;y financeg
The Mongols also faced a rebellious subject population in China. The Mongols to est. Mb Whey
stood apart from their Chinese subjects, who returned the contempt of their con- Khan, too, he was 3 ¢
querors. Beginning in the 1340s southern China became a hotbed of peasant rebellion 2 band of loyal folloy & Arismatic lege,
and banditry, which the Mongols could not control. In 1368 rebel forces capti ding them to 'oi\mf During the | g;\:m 2 COUrage .
Khanbalig, and the Mongols China en masse and r:nn‘;mcd to the steppes. won recogniti (]) A ‘;:}1“1 {Js allies or E\) EK elictiziam
gimes 1 Peron China, Mongol st .ngho‘»n the khanasf Crh? his own U'il\\c\mvit‘ z
Samarkand. ¢ of Chaghary b hm 1370 |
€RUN to by;

Despite the collapse of the Mongol re
The khanate of Chaghatai continued to prevail in cer
until the , Tamerlane led his

Surviving Mongol
Khanates did not completely disappear:
tral Asia, and Mongols posed threat to the northv(v;ddccstcm t;{o;?dcrs of Chi‘;ad
i whlk. nlm f 1 1 dor 3 e
fﬁ;‘ﬁ“‘éiiﬁﬁﬁa the stcp::c lands nt:r‘:hd;;the Bl:ck Sea ﬁﬁcﬂ Cast? s en Persia and ;{;ﬂ? On Campaigns of ¢,
until the mid-sixtcenth century, when a resurgent Russian state brought the Go o ’,‘d‘] ;‘dﬁs so that he coll:l:[]&::‘[“”d he took \m\‘ \ g
% f}il?rdc dow:l. tIl;ikc édlongpd!!s in China, mmwﬁdxgﬁdmm? sgx;ﬁn e h: i t:li Solldfﬂ Horde in tﬁch(\\:s on trade and 4
IS caten until the eighteen century, on| tled in ‘ i d severely weakened ucasus regjon
X peninsula retained their identity u:lltil I’oscf;)‘ Stalin forcibly moved them to s“bécr:tf:d Delhi to a tbr:)c]i:;lllg)u“;\"é the last vears ¢ :“
the mid-twentieth century: i ggeration, that fo sack: contemporary clye.
devastated ci I'a period of twe porary chron
\ aty. Later Tame > months after the 1t
er Tamerlane campaigned , &

npted to inc
orporate s £ b
etk rporate India into his ¢ ng 1l
thwest Asia and mpire. He

parts of the Soviet Union in
.' ; a C Openeq
China, an as lead;
: Qun , and he was leading his army ¢

Anatolia. In 1404 he be
cgan

ast when he fell ;

After the Mongols

Bynomcmdidmcdecﬁmofﬁw&iongds ignal the : :
fluence in Eurasia. A Mongol strength waned, Tur med inggis B Tame:.
sive campaigns that the MongoX hadmtmupw& Planninr ANE Was a conqueror, not a gover
carly fiftecnth centurics, the 4° ish conqueror 1ame . T i‘du ¥ anc! fighting military mmlx ;m K
pire rivaling that ofChmgstSKhﬂh ough 1 lane’s ¢ ound : serial ad g his final illness, as he prc‘; iy e
after his death, it deeply i e surv Tuskish M all T t:;’(l)lsmlltion but, rather, ruled 1\]‘:1‘,:(} 'hk
i ‘ s 2 burea A verlords in the territor s G it
> (1 1es he conquere
, structures and simply received t\i\‘,u&;f

Mughalcmpi!einmdn.dwf )

not surp 1si

3 risin @ i )

. COnaQ: s g that Tamerlane’s empire expernt Pt e ol 1

onqueror’s death. T : jrise Gxpenid | SUTERGACS IEKS
. Tamerlane’s sons and grandsons
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