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most unusual traveler made his way from Baghdad tc

2CE A

) Aach

: n y) capital of the western European empire ruled by Chariemagne 1,
man 'enpha“" a diplomatic gift from the Abbasid calipn Harun al-Rashj

B e e'ep,hant—whom Harun named Abu al-Abbas, in hopoy of the
- / t \

founder-was porn in India and went to Baghdad as a present fyom ar
the animal accompanied an embassy overland to Syria, then travels
to Malta and Rome, and finally went overland north to Chariermgen,
Abbas must have shivered through the cold, damp winters of western Euroy
awed and amazed all who beheld him until his death in 810
Charlemagne was not friendly to Islam. At the battle of Tours (732
Charles Martel, had defeated a Muslim army that ventured into Frankish ter:
1 hfmesnadconquered most of the Iberian peninsula. Charlemagne himsels
- % forces in northern Spain. One of the battles from his campaign—in a muc
‘; - gjon—provided the story line in later centuries for a popular poetic work ca
E 8 Roland. Nevertheless, in spite of his personal religious preferences, Charlema
both necessary and convenient to have diplomatic dealings with Harun al-Rashid
5 Charlemagne dispatched at least three embassies to Baghdad and receive
" {um The embassies dealt with several issues: the safety of Christian pilgrim
~ {raveling in Abbasid-controlled Syria and Palestine, relations between Charlen
; and neighboring Muslim Spain, and policy toward the Byzantine empire, which «
| tWeen western Europe and the Abbasid caliphate. Charlemagne's realm was wea

B
-

RTINS

nagne had the potential and the ambition to establish a western European emplr
similar to the Byzantine and Abbasid realms

t

Y=the “middle ages falling between the classical era and modern times
medieval period, from about 500 to 1000 c.. European peoples recovered fr
MW‘H T the Roman empire to an end and laid the political, economic and
S for @ new society. Europeans did not rebuild a powertul society “ qu ‘*“
S1dS in southwest Asia or the Tang and Song emperors of China: [k 1ncia

m the

| at his

book cover carved in the tenth century depicts Pope Gregory
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fitically disunited and g ¥ _—
medieval Europe was PO SOrgy. ¢ B 5cA
during the postclassical era, early mostly disengaged from hemispheric cOmmupc,. : 4 & NDINAY|»
nized region. Unlike India, tenth century, after the establishment of effective Policy ‘ 4 A
ly about the were western European peoples "
North

tion and exchange. On onomy,
authority and a productivé ’W::: :’a:;mmsphere.
reenter the larger trading world of " edieval era served as foundations for the developme
of the earty emerged after 1000 CE. First, following the disryp,
es of westemn Europe restored politica| OVOZ:

caused by Invasions and depOP""“""Asm P :d China, they did not retum to centraizeg i
in southwest ntralized political order that vested public augp,,

rial rule but, instead, second, European peoples began a process of econgy,
vt generate a rful industrial economy |ike thoge
not build large cities But they boosted agricultural Productig,

empires.
Tang, and Song and introducing new tools and technigy

¥ under cultivation
by increasing the amount of land  for trade and rapid economic development aftey
agricultural four M“" built an institutional framework that enabled the gy
tenth century. Third, European leadership and maintain cultural unity throygy.

provide refigious
sian church based in Rome 1 as Confucianism, Buddhism. Hinduism, Islam, and eagey,
other lands, western Christianity emerged as the pyip, b
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The Quest for Political Order

: ) :tv in the late fifth century C.E., Germanic invaders es.
Afte.r toppling m ;“m:htz:‘;‘y,gbout the western Roman empire. From the fifth
tablished :ﬁs‘cxcighth century, continuing invasions and conflicts among the invaders
mgem ;umpc in shﬁmi)ks For a brief moment during th late eighth and early
£ cenpuseh At looked as though one group of Germanic invaders, the Franks,
o bli s tiupedil authority in western Europe. If they had succeeded, they
@gh’,:t hzvc played a role similar to that of the Sui and Tang dynasties in China by re-
viving centralized imperial rule after 2 hiatus of several centuries. By the late ninth cen-
tury, howcvct‘ the Frankish empire had fallen victim to internal power struggles anda
ﬁ'esl; series of!imrasiom by Muslims, Hungarian Magyars, and Vlkmgs.. fol}txcal a
thority in early medieval Europe then devolved to local and regional juri sdictions, and
Europeans fashioned a decentralized political order.

> and established a kingdom there that survived untl the Muslim
eighth century. Ostrogoths dominated Iraly from the fifth cen
forces reasserted imperial authority there during the 530s. The
e armies from Italy created a power vacuum, which the Lombard
to fill. Although they did not establish a tightly centralized
ds maintained their hegemony throughout most of Italy from
‘mid-cighth century. Meanwhile, beginning about the mid-fifth

der the control of other Germanic peoples, including the Burgun

A the southern and castern regions, and the Franks, who brought

| westerly regions under their control. Angles, Saxons, and other
1 Germany and Denmark crossed the English Channel and ¢s
ms in Britain.

‘western portion of the Roman empire, Gcrpmm peoples
ity and institutions of Rome. As they did so, they ab

Germanic Successor States

In 476 C.E. the Gcnnanic general Odoacer deposed the last of the western quﬂ:; E
emperors, but the administrative a of the Roman empire did not lmmcdn"!:!m 3
disappear. Provincial governors conti ued to rule in their territories, andcq by Rouﬂ" ;
Bh.rwmts and rax collectors, and Roman generals continued to ficld armics thro g
7 N ire. Cities of the western Roman empire, however, lOSYdP"P" :

. i iavasions and eontests for power disruP o
 Roman cities hastencd imperial dectin® D208

‘ jor cities of the

| from Rome and the other ma 4 :

: ' ' + kingdom® influence. Many of them converted o (,hmem, C r1

SROLE AT G R : nic X - 4 B s R -jeties. None O

ers had mmd a series of Gcrmas ain during d Roman law to the needs of their oW .smxu101 e
qucrcd g ed the economic and military resources-—much 1S

mpnt Visigoths con

EDRER Successor
states to the Roman
empire, ca. 600 ce. Wh

the ea
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political and social organization—to dominate all the m»hcrs' and Acsmhlvish their hege
mony throughout western Europe- chcrthlt!lcs,s, the har.\ks. built an impressive iy,
perial state that organized, at Jeast temporarily, about half of the territories formeryy

embraced by the western Roman empire. 4 y
Even though their cmpire survived for only 2 short time, the Franks profounqy,

influenced the political, social, and culturz_il development of western Europe, R
than participate actively in the commercial world.of the Mcdltcrmnc.\.n basin, the
Franks constructed a society that drew on the agHCt‘lltural resources of “"“lincm(;
Europe. As a result, the center of gravity iRWESEe bur(}pc s.thd from ltaly to 11;1 .
northern lands of France, Germany, and the Low Cf)urlltncls. Pu“h"'_"m("'ﬁ the l-‘mnkL
aversaw the development of dcccmralizcc.‘l political institutions, which influenced 1".u§
ropean politics and society for a millennium and more. Fmall}', ‘.l](?)' made a firm .
liance with the western Christian church and helped Roman Christianity maintaip i,
imacy in western Europe. :

cultural and religious pri

The Franks
th‘r

The Franks and the Temporary Revival of Empive
As Roman authority crumbled during the late fifth century, the Franks appeared up.
likely to play a prominent role in Europcan affairs. They h_ad lifdc experience in goy-
ernment and little exposure to Roman society. Some of their ancestors had liveq
within Roman boundaries since about the third century, and a few had probably cop.
verted to Christianity. But the Franks had developed a group identity only Liuring

the third century C.E- much later than the other Germanic peoples. Not until the
fifth century did a strong military and political leader emerge from their midst. That
leader was Clovis, who ruled the Franks from 481 until his death in 511.

Under Clovis the Franks became the preeminent military and political power in west-
crn Europe. In 486 Clovis led Frankish forces on a campaign that wiped out the last

vestiges of Roman authority in Gaul. Then he imposed his authority on the Franks them-
selves, Finally, he organized campaigns against other Germanic peoples whose states bor-
the time of his death, Clovis had thoroughly

No longer were they just onc among many Germanic peoples
inhabiting a crumbling Ro-
man empire. Instead, they
ranked as the most powerful
and dynamic of the peoples
building new states in west-
ern Europe.

One reason for the Franks’
rapid rise had to do with reli-
gion. Originally, all the Ger-
manic invaders of the Roman
empire were polytheists who
honored a pantheon of war*
like gods and other deitics
representing clements of &
cure such as the su moofs
and wind. As they settle
in and around the Romat
empire, many G ;
plcs converted tO Chf}"“:f
ity. Most of them accP

Clovis

dered the Frankish realm in Gaul. By
transformed the Franks.

Clovis’s Conversion

.

Amwmmwdm
 witnessed by church officials (eft) and Frankish nobles
mm:mmmmm

divine approval of the event. )

g

S

ermanic R“" 8

CHAPTER

The §

% Chfisrimity’ \,Nh‘lCh was popular in much o
W ‘ nsmn[lnopk, h()wc,\vcr‘ church auth -H‘,ﬁ a
W' ntNicaca and Q’nsn."““]“[‘lt‘ and u;n.h-’,m“”\ follow ed the 4
(;crm’nic pcoplcs, the Franks remained n];ml‘m A Adigg vt
Odiﬂed o Roman sather (hfm to Arian ('ln'l\n.\\n\r‘l‘»‘u
co’ bably reflected the influence of his wife Y along with 1
4 het husband to adopt her faith, » Clotilda, 4 4 e
wqrh‘ FranKS’ c()nvc_rS{On_ had large political
Arian Christianity the Frank Al implicatione p
dl“thm g anks attracteq 5. By ado,
o lation of the former Roman empire as we|| d the alleg; \Tce ing Ry
pop d the hierarchy of the western Christ n]“\}rm gnition
poPe an chur
Rome E“‘dy strengthened the Franks, who bec m“?kh
ic Peoplcs petween the fifth and ninth ccmur} 1¢ the
; is”: 3 . z QY
WCIOVIS S dca_th the Frankish kings lost much of
arriors seized cf’fccqvc control of affairs in their oy ”’7 their authoripy ey
waumﬁrulcd the Frankish kingdom until the cqy] N regions. Neverhel TSt Ocr
ingi : arly eig thelg
d‘d‘dan of the Carolingians displaced the line of eighth centyry, her

stern R

AN uny| the

N the ('}
Nd SUDDOr ¢
Alliance w Upport fi

ith the
most

POwerful of 11
I the (

5, Clow

; of Clovis : 1 1h

1 afdl‘“mtﬂl government. The Carolingian dynasty take. ithe
4 W(Cdm[usm Latin)—known as Charles Marte| l";‘;\ name from irs fonrt.
9 N - 12 , d 12 1 n
i e e pl:‘l;,css. e 732A at the battle of Toyrs | u~’11
om France), he turne acl_( a Muslim army that had \C“lur] l“‘ central part of mod
s - = C q \
s by Mu‘shml_;\.'arr.lors from north Africa—ro ,Am]m; l\m;x Spain—r
Pyrences mountan oiter lands north of 1|
Tenc! g s. His victory helped persuade Muslim rulers ‘\. orth of the
e for them to seek further conquests in westerp | of Spain that

and asserted thy

rles the Ham

o : ever ruled as king of the Franks but, rather, served “«miliW ey
(m. 53 m_“dants. In 751, however, Charles’s son chixncd\'liq*wx s
 The Fra T ; 2 the throne for himself

’fhannhsh realm reached its high point under Charles Martel’s o1 : 'my Charle
Mart grandason Charle

w‘(?Ch?rles tl_1c Great”), who reigned from 768 to 814. Like
mwm Inc_"‘aa Cha.rlemagnc temporarily reestablished u;nnl \f
| rule in a society disrupted by invasion and contests t :
t ‘enambmous local rulers. Like Harsha .mam,\( l:n‘ltl
- mag Wdcgormous energy, and the building of the Carolin
: #A@: wastm large measure his personal accomplishment
barely literate, Charlemagne was extremely intelligent. He

on many of his travels unti its death.
2 inherited the Frankish throne, his realm in-
m Erance as well as the lands that now form
‘ lﬂn‘ds, and southwestern Germany. Charle
Syinim wor.m the mold of the Germanic peoples who
M‘ : Ql'llpll‘c By the time of his death in 814, Charle-
d his authority to northeastern Spain, Bavaria,
Rias Rome. He campaigned for thirty-two years
e on ,&ﬁ-sﬂons of northern Germany and repress
d the Carolingian empire proper, rulers in
hern Italy paid tribute to Charlemagne

Mmag!

riemagne

A bronze statue depicts Cha
riding a horse and carrying an ofb
symbolizing his imperial authority.
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s of the central government. In an effort to bring the
 Charlemagne instituted a new group of imperial offi-
(“envoys of the lord ruler”), who traveled every year to
ed the accounts of local authorities.
kish kingdom into an empire on the basis of military
- with some centralized institutions. Yet he hesitated
e imperial title would constitute a direct challenge
emperors, who regarded themselves as the sole and
emperors. . ’
accept the title of emperor. While campaign- ¢ harlcm‘ug?L
gious services conducted by Pope Leo 1T on @5 Emperor
the pope proclaimed Charlemagne emperor and
. It is not certain, but it is at least pos'SIblc that
’s plan and that Leo surprised him with an im-
4 no desire for strained rclations with Byzantine
‘the imperial title in western Europe as prr]-
authority. In any case, Charlemagne had_ al-
\ation constituted public recognition of his
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Louis the Pious

Invasions

Norse Expansion

Magyars { MAH-jahrs

| The Postclassical Era, 500 to 1000 C.¥.

Decline and Dissolution of the Carvolingian Emptre

sarolingian rulers might \wcll have built g 1y,
dominici tO enhance the authority (?t the central govery,

lished centralized imperial rule in western Europe. Aq
and external invasions brought the Caroliy.

If Charlemagne’s empire had endured, €

reaucracy, used the missi
ment, and permanently reestab! ;
it happened, however, internal disunity

rian empire to an early end. : R .
8 (lhar[l‘cnmgnc‘s onl}y surviving son, Louis the Pious (reigned 814-840), succeedeq

his father and kept the Carolingian empire together. Lacking Cl(;arl;nmimf“s strong wil
and military skills, however, Louis lost control of the .muntsdanh or_ er ol«-a authorities_
who increasingly pursued their own interests and ‘_S“"‘cd ; °_‘~;'}‘T: government,
Moreover, even before Louis’s death his three sons dlsputc’ the n:; u-:ﬁ ;m:ic of the e,
pire and waged bitter wars against one sootier In B3 th? “gl.‘cc )rlt(i)on \tiw : ttm Abpie
into three roughly equal portions, anc"l cach of them to0 one pc e dru ¢ as king,
Thus, less than a century after its creation, the Quolxnp?n cm;;:rc s(t “f S
Even if internal disunity had not resulted in the dlsmc_mdcm?an f) ‘the («‘_mhn.
gian empire, external pressures migk'\t well have brought lx:t ok’\\r}x‘ ngmA“m‘g in the
Jate eighth century, three groups of ujn’adﬂ's pillaged the .mn- ;/[ ria sl search of
wealth stored in towns and monastcnes.'Frqm the .south LQMLF us 1‘n:‘s‘ who I‘Jld'L‘d
cowns, villages, churches, and monasteries 1 Mchtcrrar}ca‘:i\ stufl(tpt rfm the mid-
ninth to the late tenth century. Muslim invaders also seized Sict \ as well as severa]
territories in southern Ttaly and southern France. From the cast Ljrpe the Magyars.
descendants of nomadic peoples from central Asia .who had settled in Hungary. Ex-
pert horsemen, the Magyars raided settlements 10 Germany, Iraly, and southern
France from the late ninth to the mid-tenth century. From the 1}ort_h came the
Vikings, most feared of all the invaficrs. who began mounting raids in northern
France even during Charlemagne’s reign. -
The Viking invasions rcprcscmcd one dlmc’nsxon of a much larger process _"f
Norse expansion. It is possible that Norse expansion rc'ﬂcctgd popplanon growth fu-
eled by increased agricultural productivity in Scandinavia. Itis pOSS{blc also that some
Vik’més lashed out at Christian communitics that sent missionaries who sought to
abolish pagan gods and beliefs. The principal cause of NO'X‘SF expansion, hm.vc\-‘cr‘
was probably the quest for wealth through trading and raiding in the Carolingian

empire and neighboring lands.

ml;Iorsc cxpafsl;on depended on a remarkable set of shi
faring skills that Scandinavian mariners _ : 1
turies. They built rugged boats outfitted with sails that enabled them to travel safely
and reliably through the open ocean as well as more sheltered waters such as the Baltic
Sea and the North Sea. Venturing forth from their homes in Norway and Denmark,
they reconnoitered much of the north Atlantic Ocean and established settlements i

the Shetland Islands, the Faeroes, Iceland, and Greenland. About the year 1000 CE, 2

i i ¥ a and ex-
grou blished a colony at Newfoundland in modern Canada and ¢
- e ; : as modern-day Maine

plored the Atlantic coast of North America at least as far south 3
in the United States. Norse colonics in North America survived no more than a

decades, and even the colony in Greenland eventually disappeared about 1'500 z;h:
" here. Neverthe

after a cooling global climate made it difficult to cultivate food crops there e
less, the colonies in Greenland and North America demonstrate the ability © e
peoples to travel safely over long stretches of open ocean. Those remarkable szﬂcsmb
skills made it MC for Norse cultivators to migrate from their homelands an
lish new agricultural communities in the north Atlantic basin.

‘Most Norse scafarers were merchants secking commercial OppoTtiEe
secking lands to settle and cultivate. Some, however, turned their maritime

pbuilding techniques and sea-

LAt [ m

0

developed during the seventh and eighth cen- :

ities Of migran®

d ﬂjding and plur?d'cr,
. trading OF raising
né ths "il‘hcsc were the Y‘k"
"rhc ferm Viking Origl-
red t0 @ group that
1"W‘ethc British Isles from
"t‘%«;omc at Vik in south-
chelf

. Over time, how-
e A
, the term

came to refer
to Norse mari-
W‘.ho mounted invasions
o jundered sertlements
wd g,gem Furope to Medi-
: ands.
ﬁn"s:rﬁlbﬂ@ sailed shallow-
w ts that could cross
heavy seas but then could also
HEEE o the many rivers of-
. = access to interior re-

The Oseberg ship, pictured here

i is tl b
Viking vessel from the early mi he best-preser

rved

ddle ages, Buijt about

sbmofEurOPc Vikh‘:jgfhail— ‘13333(-; i::ewed as a royal tomb unti its discoy
Foo v oordinated their . A ship this size wi scovery in
o C oy ould accommodate about forty

' movements and timed
their attacks tO take advantage of the tides. Fleets of Viking boats with fe
wmaunted on their prows could sail up a river, \n‘ri\‘c\nnt\\ pect HH,W.M "
monastery far from the sea, and then spill out crews ul‘\\;\rm:\ W 1:: ; H { 5
ning raids on unprepared victims. T
o mmVikmg invaders began to attack unprotected monasteries in the 790
m}md from experience, Viking forces mounted larger and m(:,lc ‘1\,:,‘..
In 84 _more than 150 Viking ships sailed up the Garonne Rix er ;‘w e :‘
France, undering settlements along the way. Sometimes large flects of \“m‘“, ‘
evel Wﬂd sizable cities. In 845 a menacing fleet of some 800 vessels n.m'.:,?
warning before the city of Hamburg in northern Germany; in 885 a \“\‘m
si of at least 700 ships sailed up the Seine River and besicged Pkt ik
n armada of about 100 ships sprinted up the Thames Rive: and raided |
> relatively close targets in Russia, Germany, England, Treland, France
), some Vikings ventured into the Mediterranean, where they plundered
aric Islands, Sicily, and southern Italy. By following the Russian rives
‘other Vikings made their way to Constantinople, which they raide
s during the ninth and tenth centuries

{

of Regional Authoritics

‘had no navy, no means to protect vulnerab
nents of Viking raiders. Defense against the Magyars and the Mus

the Vikings rested principally with local forces that could respond rapidly
‘imperial authorities were unable to defend their termtory the
 became the chief casualty of the invasions. After the ninth century,
initiative in western Europe passed increasil gional and

le sites, and no way t

wely to reg

century invasions took different forms 1n different lands. In
Brunt of the earliest Viking raids, invasions promy
| other Germamc

8 established earlier by Angles, Saxons, anc

pted the

Englanc
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ATLANTIC
OCEAN

France
# script fllustration produced at an English monastery
~ about 1130.

thdrew allegiance from the central government, ruled their
rests, and usurped royal rights and prerogatives for them-
lingians or other central authorities. Meanwhile, Vikings
in northern France, where they carved out small, inde-
n of political and military responsibility to local authorities
suraged the development of a decentralized polincal order.
regional kingdoms and local authorities prevented the
like that of the Carolingians or postclassical societies
e eastern Mediterranean region. Like postclassical
society of competing regional states. By putting an
and establishing a stable political order, these states

. and cultural development.

to refer to the political and social ord.cr of
of a “feudal system” based on a neat hierar-
took charge of political and military affairs.
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yd-)osc with many retainers of their
gl dictably to pursuc their own lnlt'r; 11‘
id ‘ofﬂlcir Jords. Unless l'm‘ds could disc ,i,;,‘l;, g
; , this decentralized political order |, ;m iy
hdca] chaos, as in v, =
lﬂd to po ’ post-( ‘”b”l“‘?“” Fr \r)u
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VOMmet

holars are abandoning the term fewdalism because it distorg

and oversimplifies the understanding of a com?llcatc?i lsocllctY-. I,I 1s l;“’@}‘nc];xful to
view carly medieval Europe as 2 socicty 1 which local political and military eliyes

: entories and maintain order
: rganize their territones a order ac
worked out various ad hoc ways 10 OB : " : P
b= &b of effective central authorities. The arrangements they adopted had deep : pitious locgl auth(_mnc.s largely ignored cengry 1 "
i g political and military clites themselves and also for they b ‘pmsucd their (?W“ fOLercsts A Author
‘ s 3N g also possible for high-ranking lords v, |

Increasingly, however, ¢

implications for the lives of
{ati i ith commoOners. % : i ; ;
relationships with ¢ &mﬁ"“ the foundation of relationships bery L.Cn\;.ld POW
iz : Society 1 Ban tirThe tenth-century rulers of England ords ang
Orgnm.zmg a Dewntmhzﬂli 2 bles bui ﬂ;;k" monitoer their retainers and hrc\:-mlr? (“cnmm
ter the dissolution of the Carolingian €mPIes Eur.opc.an PR -lcs e d'fc““tmlizcd oo OO indePCndcnt. And during the | £ taem from
After the ;1 sought to protect ¢heir lands and maintain public order during a periog . in chapter 20), the kings of both E nlgh middle ages
pri e iodic invasi e ] ; 2 s s P ngland and Frq,
o odic Jvasion? from puwide Local nobles, such q | on relationships with their retainers Tn“l‘»\linl“; s
C mg },‘ W

: = fe. 1 :
of wsak c‘cnr_ral authonrgrand BS i ec took responsibility for maintaining order
the Caro linglan C,om.t:s Th ally owed at least nominal allegiance to 5
in their own territones: - ian king descended from Louis the Pious, Ty

tralized monarchics.

jijlnnm

. an
higher authont;ly, !T!O;;c‘s’f:;; S::: l;':fwing independence: they collected rents ang
fact, thou.g*% e n:) oD mobilized armed forces, decided legal disputes, ang : .
fees, administered loca authority at the expense of their superiors. s and legal affairs were the business of 3 5| Milktary retainers -
sought to cn}'mncc their own ! al nobles built military and political relation. elite composed of lords and their retainers ];)lll il s ;‘ :‘” Sre «
ent of a decentralized political order in L: il 1:1:.C amwmm-d:?:; ‘

rgani ir territorics the | i ;
1o a ivi i ir territories. In doing so, they drew on

Lords and Retainers : ; : in their :
shlps with Othcs pm““:;:‘:;t“ RO:’::‘ empire and the carly Frankish kingdom, and a1 Europe had important implications for the lives of 1|
e ﬁ gﬁvatc armies by attracing armed retainers into their service with pl Bcneﬁ_ccs held by political elites consisted :
| mof Iy mofey. During the ninth and tcnth centuries, as the Carolingian em- ts who lived on the land and delivered a P: W‘Z: :‘\]\ :’»; llr\]'n“ i
¢ dissolved, local authoritics revived thosc recruitment practices. Localllords pro- , ors. Only by tapping that surplus agricultural produ o
Pu:cd‘ nts that enabled their retainers to support themselves and their familics. Tetainers secure the material resources they needed to B ey
- e arcels of land, but they sometimes took other forms, such li and legal affairs. X maintain their ¢
pment of a decentralized political order accompanied fund

st 07 ngﬂth by a mill, the right to receive rents or payments from
; at of money. The grants enabled retainers to devote their
a village, o cveR & Syl i ther than the domestic tasks of cultivat-

ropean society, particularly for slaves and free peasants. |

ief Both Rom

ties had recognized enslaved and free classes, and for several

; f their lords ra
time and energy to the scrvice & also provi c i
ing food and P iding for families. The grants Pr.o\udcd resources that retainers fall of the western Roman empire the population of western Eu
needed to maintain horses and acquire expensive military cqulpmcntdS“Ch as armor of slaves and free peasants. As European socicty r gined wabin
tain 5 4 «d loyalty, obedience, respect : e i ity REad smuiie
il exchange for ts, retainers oW yalty, » TeSpect; psckofthe Roman empire and the Germanic invasions, these slaves
their gran' worked at the same kinds of agricultural tasks and frequently inter

sants often sought protection from a lord and pledged their labor

counsel, and military service to their 5 o
i and retainers became stronger because politi-
jn exchange for security and land to cultivate. Beginning about the

ionships between lords
i ‘nsmift:‘caacd followers by offering them rights over land, and they

cal leaders i f i I
icreasingly recognized the preroga nvc of their Sup[;m_’tﬂ'shtio Pi:\:}::;ﬂxg:;‘;;ﬁﬁ  century, rulers and administrators recognized intermediate categories of
to their heirs. In effect, thesc ties cmbhdwd close relations ip§m T for il fully slave nor fully free. Though not chattel slaves subject to sale
and military authorities. These rdmm‘:zg; ;g;:: an d 112 gal rights over their : mﬂ:gsc scxlnifrcc individuals, known as serfs, owed obligations to
social order because retainers increas Al | o ey cultivated. 7
holdings. Retainers became responsible for the. o.rgan{zatwfn‘ Of}f)ccajl\f:ti:u:?i the right to work certain lands and to pass rights to those lands ¢S
projects, the resolution of disputes, and the Idn}lNSUﬂﬂOﬂ O )usnkb'k class dhit jved 30 long as they observed their obligations 1 landlords. Those
into a hereditary no both labor services and payments of rents in kind, such as a por

the

a chicken, or a dozen eggs, at specified umes during
!y worked three days a week in the felds of their lords and
or services during planting and harvesting seasons, while
made cheese, brewed beer, spun thread, wove cloth, of
ds and their familics. Some women also kept sheep and cattle,
lords included products from their herds. Becausc jandlords
nd to cultivate and sometimes with tools and animals as well

l.)f:f &: swphu?gnm:ﬂmmd:qpmdumm that it extracted from cultivators. _
This decentralized political order developed into a complicated and soqlcumtsl:l“:
conﬁlsmg network of relationships Jords and retainers. A lord with chcscvcﬂ‘
tainers zhigiathkndfb:,a retainer to a higher lord, who in turn might b¢ tfnc mem
1 Jord in a web of relationships extending from local € g
» nship berween l‘?

fies o2 king, In some ways, dependence on the personal relationshiP % opigers=
introduced an element of instability into the political order, I
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lands. Indeed, they were able to do

¢ to different :
fees for the right v,

. ; oV

e l‘“dih‘:worrr:::slirgntz;l their lord. They even had to pay
pe a different lord.

. ron of serfdom encouraged the develop.
scultural organization in western Ey.
meadows, forests, agricultur,)
etimes lakes OF rivers, as w_elll as serfs bound to the
i piad o S TERCE T S v
- istration, police services, and justice for the
the lord and his deputies re-

3 ment, admint
ded govern en serfs, for example,
ik determined how to resolve the con.

jes pro 2
and : ;
fs for serious misconduct, such a5

Manors

“depu
manor.
order, cond e
- s had the authority £ s
: . rural regions in much of France, west.
as southern England and northern Iraly,
< became largely self-sufficient communities,
absence of thriving cities, " pakeries, breweries, and wineries, and serfs pro.

; : ther goods domestic utensils, and textiles that the

d most of the iron tools, lea local markets, often organized near monasteries
could not conveniently manufacture fo;-
craft skills developed on manors would help

ment in western Europe.

Ifa dispute arosc AT
ucted an i,nv:sugauon,
cute ser

HM Europe
. actvity in western Europe was considerably

ages, ‘cconomic act! :
and the castern Mediterranean region,

slower than in Am;ad :ons by Germanic peoples, M
;on suffered from rePe invasions by peoples, Mag-
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Wheeleq Plow while

- .
n:;m forfcu]tivation. They constructed water mjl|
[ e
bmﬁf‘calocnacrrgcgra::flzenf“ablc source of inanimare
g rely g Sl:)\\"tork. Thti} dc\'clupcd a special he
thc&r h l I :movmg oxen Jl\d more on muc
; émmwﬁc;wyTl;;]ov»s. As a result, they were able to increase 1l
m(:;.culgza:lsi)arclzp;nmc_ntcd with new mcrhm;x.;;t“
ore intensively than before
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1CY

] : : 1 seriously disrupted European cconomy and soci-
,C:;’T’hc decay of urban centers res red e “:‘;Slc . mdus(gnzlap; Odu;tl(?n and g R e £ Ofe'arly medieval Europe was sufficient to sust |
T e renth atury, howeser, political stability serve as a foundation for s and their retainers, but not substantial ¢ i

2 Y ; began to participate more actively in the B tisans. craft stantial enough to support

WW uaﬁdy, of the castern e : g gl l,;zlal.sl\i\'(zirkcrs, mcrchm_ts, and professionals

WMW dww 1 gdom and the Carolingian empire, the g # m : inked all LEEoRe of the Roman empire,

‘ Wﬁlﬂlﬂ £ Wgﬂa&c embrﬁhmf t ok an to more northem lands, $ almost gnprcly a rural society that engaged in little com
Ty WWO‘WW W‘»' M’_‘ and techniques inherited from the dail I con _umucs produced most of the manufactured goods
; o : i meldumﬂ not transfer very well, In light, well-drained Meditet- o g textiles and heavy tools, and they provided both the ma
sical Mediterranean WORC L € 0 o den plows that basically broke the surface of = Qe fac-scalc projects. Towns wert ¥

: ; This type e pk)w aaids lictle head: 2 ] thcy sc.rvcd as economic hubs for the areas immediately
weeds. W : n as vibrant centers integrating the economic acuvitics

plow became

ug into the carth and with a mo

Iy and break up the root netwo
v. this heavy northern plow did :
/, this ca was a more expcnsiVC piece of eq

ired cultivators tO harness 0
dl
soils. Once hitched to oxen Of

rks of weeds. Thou

plow

ultivators 100

ern Europ¢, ¢ e
. he directi®

ction. U“dcr t

available: a heavy (00
uld-board that (e

not see W i

antly increased agrictt

K
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rely disappear from western Europe. Local markets and
small-scale exchange, and ifinerant peddlers shopped their
another. Maritime trade flourished in the Mediterrancan
region. Christian merchants from Iraly and Spain regu

lines with Muslims of Sicily, Spain, and north
rectly with the larger Islamic world of communicauon
I «dy medieval era, about 1000 C.E., food crops that in
y throughout much of the Islamic world were begin-
anean Europe. Hard durum wheat, fice, spinach, artl-
, oranges, and melons all made their way © Sicily,

of European participation in the larger rading world

igle

\Moediterranean
Vicdii an orauc
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d 3 W] -
‘?‘0’:::{»} o:k:aGtcf:om England, wine from ‘
s many. By traveling down the . beer fre

€ to trade actively in both ¢y, g U8 Russiap
- Mediterranean mercha e

n

ce of bullion used for minting ¢
portant element of the western
I stability and agricultural inng
L as trade. In 200 C.E., before
s, the European population stood a1 about thirpy
next four centuries, to thirty-one million i 4();)‘ i
ecline that reflected both the ravages of epidemic d,\l
of t]}e carly fniddlc ages. Then, gradually, the fu?nuﬂ
r,y-mng million in 800 and thirty-two lﬁllhnn m’\)( 0
1 once again amounted to thirty-six million-—the leve
ries earlier. By the end of the early middle ages, western
emarkable economic and dcmograph;c expansion
ience in the eastern hemisphere.

OIS in early mejey
European ¢cop, .
Vation were clearly evi
the Roman ¢, ¢ began

al

Omy

SEOS Teigii ety
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oughout the Mediterranean basin. In the north
itish isles, and Scandinavia, however, Chnstianity

rful and energetic sponsor in lands beyond the

> portant developments of the carly middle ages
Roman Christianity. The Franks, the popes,

s in bringing about that conversion. The

d that medieval Europe would inherit crucial

ociety, including the Latin language and the

e
s

ch hierarchy as well as the Christ
converted to the Roman faith.
them with access © educated and
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litical services. Scribes, secretarieg
Jargely from the ranks of church,
ry few others received a formal ed-

. & t
Jierate individuals who could Pro.“ldii::g(;;?:,,f:
and record keepen i '[hc 4 and abbots—sinee Ve

men—pricsts, monks, ; i
ucation during thc_ carly nud}:;:]: ;f;s'chﬁsﬂmiw became a hallmark of ankm} policy,

A deep commitment ;othc Carolingians viewed themselves as protectors of the pg.
Clovis, his successors, 31 nted a military campais? that destroyed the power of the
pacy. Charlemagne rl:;“ rencd the popes and the city of Rome since the sixth cep.
Lombards, who had C?_ i g northern Italy into the cxpand_mg' Carolingjap
tury, and brought mc:‘so‘rzh :t military and political support, the Carolingians recciveq

The Franks
and the Church

including the award of Charlemagne’s impe.

tlhe church in Jraly but also »\.'orkcd to spread
¢ only supported rained a school at his court in Aachen where

7 . He main 3 :
Christianity 11 northern lt?)d::ml-::t scholars from all parts of his empire. They cor.

he assembled the most prot “le and classical Latin literature, and taugh
rected texts, ma.dc carcful Cog":;,’i :‘;“B:‘:lr cccrs as priests Of church officials, Chaﬁ:
Christian doctrine t© men p ﬂfrou ghout his empire t© establish elementary schools,
magne ordcred_ monasttnezdc village priests tO provide free instruction in reading
and he even i) Pmnhad Jimited success, but they certainly increased literacy in
mdwnung Those Cfﬁ"riu as popular understanding of basic Christian doctrine.
the Latin ]anguz&: as :;59 resulted in an explosion of wr'\tin'g.: not since the fall of
Charlemagne’s ‘ﬁ‘;::; western Europe produced so much wntng. o
the Roman empirc . es promoted the spread of Christianity by military force.
Charlemagne wmc;m P + bitter campai against the Saxons, a pagan people
Between 772 and 804 he W“Bedmpi 4c his claim to political hegemony, he insisted
inhabiting northern G“mydms tanity. The Saxons violently resisted both the po-
that the Saxons ﬂfl‘:‘Pt Roman ® of Charlemagne’s campaign. In the end, though,
litical and the ;ehglousdéx:cmm’ B iy acknowledged Charlemagne as their po-
Charlemagne : the Saxo! itions with Christianity.
Jitical lord but also replaced me from western Europe. Even within the
agan lid not "‘“““d‘“of o survived for several centurics after the arivl
gfﬂgmgﬂmm“ = omi _ofi_ the-way areas that did not attract the immediate
: anity, AN . bcyo
zncnn‘onofconqucm““m‘“M'M e aiiani il the end of the
, whose peoples resisted Christianity until the

The Spread
of Christianity

m the Saﬂdin‘m hﬂds - rianity had won the allcgiancc of most
e leaniam, By the year 1000, howevet, CRristiat' By sponsoring the

' estern Euroy even in the Nordic lands. .
beople oS ¥ o helped establish Christianity asthe

! its missionaries, Charlemagne
dm‘mkom &mmd cultural tradition in western Europe.

The Papacy

mecdmgd claimed spiritual ua authority over all the lands formerly cm.bm A

Roman empife =

. hmm:m:mmmaﬂw dissolution of the western

; be the nat&
with ne emperors. who seemed tO
et vi? g in the late sixth century, howcvirl’x:h vcv n

i devoted their efforts to strengthening =
e nevishing it from the cas[t‘.fn W‘
Te dumgms any l”ua

. two churches differed on M

nd the Carolingian empire

B ; 5% -ved from the Franks, the Roman church
Apart from the political Wl v received Roman empire collapsed, the -

CHAPTER -

Mrlagne emperor in a manuscript illustration. The coronation

m between the Franks and the western Christian church,

¥ and in 1054 the pope and the patriarch excommunicated cach
nth century the two branches of Christianity formed distingt
r Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches.
mo important for providing the Roman church with its sense ot
‘MY I (590604 C.E.), also known as Gregory the Great. As
¢d an array of difficult challenges. During the late sixth centun) the
d their hold on the Italian peninsula, menacing Rome and the
xcess. Gregory ensured the survival of both the city and the
local resources and organizing the defense of Rome He also
Aw'ehurch, since bishops frequently acted independently of
vere supreme ecclesiastical authorities within their own dio
ive, Gregory reasserted papal primacy—the claim that the
ultimate authority in the Christian church. Gregory also

ologian: he strongly emphasized the sacrament of penance,

D om—
rope Grego
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which required individuals 1,
confess their sins to thej,
priests and then to atone for
their sins by penitential acrg
prescribed by the priests—,
practice that enhanced the iy
fluence of the Roman churg,
in the lives of individuals.
Gregory strengthened the
Roman church further by ex-
tending its appeal and wip.
ning NEW CONVETts in Westery
Europe. The most IMportant
of his many missionary cam-
paigns was one directed gt
England, recently conquered
by Angles, Saxons, and other
Germanic peoples. He aimed
his efforts at the kings who
ruled the various regions of
England, hoping that their
conversion would induce their
subjects to adopt Christian.
ity. This tactic largely suc-
ceeded: by the early seventh
century Christianity had es-
tablished a stable foothold
in England, and by 800 En-
and was securely within the
fold of the Roman church.
Gregory’s SUCcessors con-
tinued his policy of expanding
the Roman church through
Germany offered plentiful opportunities to Wwin COnverts,

the Carolingians brought those lands under
ks. Pope Greg:

The Converston
of England

ctivity. France and
Frankish kingdom and gians
effective missionaries were mon :
k. and he relied heavily on the energies of his fellow monks in

gland and elsewhere.

missionary a
particularly as the 4
their control. Some of the popes’ most
ory himself was a mon
secking converts in En

Monasticism

Christian monasticism had its origin in Egypt. During the sccgnd
many devout Christians sought to lead ascetic and holy lives in t
Some lived alone as hermits, and others formed communes where d‘\cy. da
selves to the pursuit of holiness rather than worldly success. When Christianity
legal during the fourth century, the monastic lifestyle became & b
alternative throughout the Roman empire. Monastic communities cropped, [:)1
Spain, Gaul, and the British isles s well as in the eastern Mcdi:{crralncandrfgz“;n i

‘ - During ¥ y days of monasticis i community developed 1% % ¢

Mo D w‘y deyﬁ %fomc‘ mun;nx;x;:: d:mandcd that their inhabitants f°li“?'
o . Other commut!

extremely ﬁﬂmﬁ’ﬁtylﬂs that med the energy of the monks.

and third centuncs,
he deserts of EgYPE
devoted them®
becamé

an increasingly POPYEL

Jish any clear expectations of
pot & Lith the result that monks fiit
ot d,xc'u' dme or wandered aimlessly
¢ ﬂﬂdaw‘);nonasdc house to another. Those
o ditions Prc\glnt.ctil monfmcncx

3 - effective Christian missions
Mmatl:‘:';%t of Nursia (480-547 c.t.)
St BC od the early monastic move-
g@ﬁ'hd;ovidins it with discipline and a
ﬂmby P In 529 St. Benedict pre-
ensé setof regulations known as Bene-
P""“',d;zyll for the monastic community
gjﬁ;e had founded at Monte Cassino,
¢hat ot The Rule did not permit ex-
eticism, but it required monks to

e s to lead communal, celibate lives
4:56 She absolute direction of the abbot
e ised the monastery: poverty,
Aﬂﬁm and obcd.lcl}ce became the prime
s for Benedictine monks. The Rule
alled for monks to spend their time
et meditation, and worlf. At clcr‘tam
: monks came together for religious
ices and prayer, and they divided the
ainder of the day into periods for study,
i ,md manual labor. Mo.nasteries were the principal centers
. ‘Mwems throughout Europc 5 of literacy in western Europe during the

- ganto adopt Benedict’s Rule as the stan- :?“3"{ middle ages. i this manuscript
b d for their own houses. Through the stration, one monk copies a manu-

’ : f script, anot! i
ce of St. Benedict’s sister, the nun latip e s
: ons, a third cuts parchment, two work

&t Scholastica (482-543), an adaptation on the building, and on i
bfii’& Rule soon provided guidance for bells that call monks a:dr::.;r;[:ngs "h -
me life of women living in con- surrounding community to rellg?l:?l?l &
Within a century most Europecan ~ services. '
wand convents observed the
§ ine Rule. Duri_ng the following centuries the Roman church generated many
‘to Benedictine monasticism. Yet even today most Roman Catholic
jobserve rules that reflect the influence of the Benedictine tradinon
by the discipline that the Benedictine Rule introduced, monasteries
feature in the social and cultural life of western Europe throughout
: ‘Monasteries helped to provide order in the countryside, for cxampie
tural production. Monasteries accumulated large landholding
over serfs working their lands—from the bequests of wealthy indi
W@‘?Dntljibutc to the church’s work and thereby to merit salvation
b 'Dd Germany, abbots of monasteries dispatched teams of monks
€ar forests, drain swamps, and prepare lands for cultivation. Indeed,
much of the labor that brought about the expansion 0f agricul
ly medieval Europe.
eries in Asian lands and charitable religious foundations \
'momstcrics provided a variety of social services They served
places of refuge for individuals suffering from natur

Monasticism
and Society

al or other
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ed medical treatment for the ill ang
i 3 $ 0

hools and offered at least some mdng:::;z)d ci:“:““o_na.l
; ‘ ety Struc

injured. They often sct up::d large monasteries Pm“d'c;] n;g:;jons e m()::::m

. . . g K - o
services for local regions, jesthood or high ecclesiastica’ Same mion

4 ing for the prt A ks copied works of classical litera.

for those preparing for t Join i it v
iy S b G ures and other Christian writings. Almost al|
o it to the present survive because of copies

come down -¢ of literate
works of Latin litera : monasterics served as a source of literate, educated,

g e mozks ::)ns:ﬂ sy;crctarial and adminismatli\lr:c services were crucial for
L W : dieval Europe.
nted individuals carly medi : ,
::g;::;“ sation of effective government 1n inylhc Jarger society, monasteries were

Because of the various rolct; t‘;;’;g;’::: Christianity- While they organized life in
: in the

particularly effe 'vz agclm social services, monks als(; z'ﬂk;ﬂi!)(;f’::f‘l;cseghlris.
he countryside and Provie . - ds of rural populations. %0 cople a
:i:ﬂity and tended o the spmm:ll n::urcc of instruction in Christian doctrine, and
cighboring monastery Was the only rtunity for them to take part
n

ical oppo!
2 Jocal monastic church offered the only Pracztenﬂ;' T b e ovadsol sl pog

i tiently and perst  the of rura -
in rtﬁSiou; semﬁfﬁ:fﬁf and canurics they helped to instill Christian values iy
jons, and over ol
f:?untlcss generations of European peasan

d provid
calamitics. They served as orphanages a0 P

e

diterranean region,

southwest Asia, and the eastern Me ;
western European ﬂ‘w ed drastic change during the postclassical era. in
2 e experience of all the postclassical soci-

difficult
:enr::s!em Mediterranean, societies were able to pre-
southwest :::' :unperl a1 rule that maintained order and stability while
blish centr:

dia did not generate an
economic development. In
also facilitating trade and enw:;ﬂ“ﬂ of the subcontinent's geographic location and
mm cipated actively in the larger economic and commercial
productive capacity.

f early medieval Europe did not re-
re. in contrast, rulers 0
life of the eastern hemisphe

instate an imperial form of government—eX e
and western Europeans did not participate @ y
eastern hemisphere. The standards of material
suredbyagrlaﬂluralanduuusmdpmdndimvolume {
settfement—stood well pelow those of other societie: '
Yet, just as postciassical developments deeply influenced the evo
other lands, the early medieval €|
mpe.lameabsmceohdumblecenmlmdempke, e
maintain relative order and stability by decentralizing politi

horities political the longer te
LA med!eva‘o: Europe ;:‘S:x::“- theovr:lval of efnplre and encou
“d:‘::gional states that organized their communities into powerful
mﬁm middle ages, western Europeans experimented W
nigues that enabled them to expand production dramati T
centers. Finally, western Christianity preserve g
m"“ m"‘m“m established foundation for cultural unity in western Europe
mm::nm and.ouwm cmltllnl!y served as sources of cuttural

© iyinothersocieties.

cept for the short-lived Carolingian empire~
ger trading world of the

tife in early medieval Europe—as mea-
of trade, and the extent of urban

ution of societies in

ra was a crucial period for the development of westem 3
western Europeans found waysto
ponsibilities andrely

rm the decentralized
ragedthe

ith agricultuultedl' g :
cally, conduct increased trade,
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