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r was a tenth-century shipmaster 1,
,uurs“;st::"‘,:f;an Gulf coast. He probably saileq fn.(;:: :\l\;, ) i Spe
e ventured also t0 Malaya, the islands of southeast A« ,‘
he heard stories about the distant lands that marine s ha

observed, and the adventures that befell them dyip, 2 the
jed 136 such stories in his Book of the Wonders of India
< collection included a generous proportion of taj| |
: it seized @ ship’s anchor and dragged the vesse| through the y
A 15, of creatures born from human fathers and fish mother ive
put had flippers that enabled them to swim through the water fike ficr
lephants of birds so large that they crushed houses ¢
sallor, md of a talking lizard. Yet alongside the tall tales many o
~ reflected the conditions of his time. One recounted the story of 3 kine .
s ,moconverted to Islam and requested translations of Islamic law Othere ;
ustoms gupwred(s encounters with pirates, and slave tradine
_' : several of Buzurg's stories tempted readers with visions of v
" maritime trade. Buzurg mentioned fine diamonds from Kashmir, pearis from
L Jewish merchant who left Persia penniless and returned from India and China v
" Of priceless merchandise. Despite their embellishments and exaggeration:
| reflected the trade networks that linked the lands surrounding the Indian Ocea
century: Aithough Buzurg clearly thought of India as a distinct land with its own c.
ﬂso recognized a larger world of trade and communication that extended from east Afrl
southeast Asla and beyond to China.
~ Justas China served as the principal inspiration of a larger east Asian ¢ 1the |
tal era, India influenced the development of a larger cultural zone in south and sou
Asla. Yet China and India played different roles in their respective spheres of influence
Asla, China was the dominant power, even if it did not always exercise authority directly
‘ I&m In south and southeast Asia, however, there emerged no centralized Imps
! ﬂtz!be'lhng dynasty in China. Indeed, although several states organtz zed largs
kingdoms, no single state was able to extend its authority to all paris of the ndian
Nent, much less to the mainland and islands of southeast Asia
cally disunited, India remained a coherent and distinct society a5 result of
and cultural traditions: the caste system and the Hindu religion shaped human
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tir during the postclassical era. g, bRy
‘to attract a popular following in India, ang af;‘e
Indian society alongside the caste syster, a:;
helped to shape a larger cultural zone extendiy
i roughout most of the region, ruling da%eﬁ
and Indian techniques of statecraft. Indjap m&s
570 Asia, where they attracted the Vol I
‘masses. somewhat later, Indian merchantg :lsi

cultural development of southeas Asia
‘economic integration during the posti
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rom times past. Yet |nnovatlons

wom of sea-lanes, and the builg

vin around the Indian Ocean to trade and
:.Q it peoples from east Africa to soy.
economic, commercial, and cultyry
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fifth century C.E., Gupty
out much of the Indian sub-
luns from central Asia invaded
yid-sixth century the Gupta
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 Turkish people known as the
 most of the subcontinent, India
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dia became a rcgiofx: of
speakin; eoples from ¢
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dia. His forces included twenty thousand cavalry, fifty
housand war elephants, and by about 612 he had sub
mize his authority. He also made his presence felt be

influence to several Himalayan states, and he exchanged

emporary, Emperor Tang Taizong of China.

piety, liberality, and even scholarship. He was him-

kindly on other faiths as well. He built hospitals and

bjects. The Chinese pilgrim Xuanzang lived in

| reported that Harsha liberally distributed wealth

anzang said, the king and his aides doled out re-

days, making gifts to half a million people. Har

 and reportedly even wrote three plays himself

gqiutation, Harsha was unable to restore per-

of the Gupta dynasty, Jocal rulers had estab-

ia’s regions for Harsha to overcome them.
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solidify afliances with local rulers, who were virtually kings in theit own langg

3 managed to hold his loose empire together rpainly by the force of his personaliry o d
! his constant attention to political affairs. UltlmAFcly, hgwc_vrr. h; .tcll VICHM 16 ay 5
sassin and left no heir to maintain his realm. His empire imme iately disintegragey

. ndia into a battleground as they g
and local rulers once again turm mrt?::::i{' e & s they SOughy
to enlarge their realms at the expense O

The Introduction of Islam 10 Northern India
. . P : d contests for power, northern India also experienceq
The Conquest of Sind  Amid nomadic incursions an shment of Islamic states. Islam reached India ‘Wk:c\ ::f[

: bli
arrival of Islam and the esta red India as carly as the mid-seventh cenyyyry,

~One was military: Arab forces ente : ven
:\):xtze ;cforc the establishment of the Umayyad caliphate, although their first cxpeg;

ai f conquest. In 711, how
; ventures rather than campaigns of < A i
tions were c,splomtofy od Sind, the Indus River valley in north\\'cstccrrr;

(pedition con : ? L ]
a wsﬂ-otﬁa{uzcd cxp@nwd. i‘t)is % pgo ince of the expandmg: Umayyadxcmplrc, At mid. q 4-/,: !
Indr‘?;rymalo?smpowimﬁost of the rest of the dar al-Istam, Sind passed into the hands f B— ' ‘i 'h
century, alorn ; g J
3 5 century painting depicts the Turkish conqueror A

best ahm o
ipestowed on him as a gift by the Abbasid caliph, Ahhours ;‘f ?n., m
s anmi

nt policies, he always recognized the caliph as his overlord,

i
Lp ; the ﬁ:‘:‘d 7! the fringe of the Islamic onrld, an‘:(bic})Iani t_hE eg(:;g\'c authoriry
ERI bhasid caliphs. Much of its population pemained Hindu, Bucchist, or Parsee,
: Ofthf: ﬁso hcltci’ed a series ofunorﬂlodox Islamic movements. Infighting betwee,
and it o ? offered opportunities for local political clites to re-

ntu ’ ; ;
Arab awmm'mmu much of Sind. Yet the region remained nominally under
assert Hindu “d‘omc"“ Jiphs until the collapse of the Abbasid dynasty in 1258,

: tm juri i .w d‘ ¥ - 5 - - & i

While conquerors br to Sind, Muslim merchants took their faith to

Merchants and Istam - s s mb;mnkﬁ southern India. Arab and Persian mariners had
> : jes before Muhammad, and their Muslim descendants
tion networks between India and western lands from
) century. Muslim merchants formed small communi-

of coastal India, where they played a prominent role in Indian

)
1 DUrsued

s on the sites of Hindu and Buddhist strycryres h
however, Mahmud’s raids did not encc mm';u ]‘:\1\\ ‘ \
3 ktctwclfth century, Mahmud’s successors mvm.nd‘(‘» { : . ‘
,ganquer northern India and place it under l\lmi.\\\ e e

ry, they had conquered most of the Hindu kin 1I‘

shed an Islamic state known as the sultanate of Delhi T1
‘capital at Delhi, a strategic site controlling access from 1 i

fes il phe mapr USRS ECL L e Jy marricd local women, and in many cases ﬂ;ﬁty,( ley; and they ruled northern India, at least in name, for ¢
Wﬁm‘iw mhﬁmﬁum Indian society. Thus Islam entered India’s port m 1206 to 1526. R
i rndo 1 but no less effective way than was the case in Sind. Well before geenth century the sultans of Delhi commanded an army of the

and their state ranked among the most powerful in the

Bt 3 but : 2
mmamgﬁﬁ, 1 Gujarat region housed a large Muslim population.
iyl O i of the port city of Cambay, the most im- imost part, the authority of the sultans did not extend far b

ﬁ?rt exa um le,
.‘ W ﬁldﬂ pupgho it glieniniucn from gk 1.500 o - fne eft conducted raids in the Deccan region of southern India, but tl
! Ind W Tt the migraﬁons Al IR 4 ki du resistance there. T hC)‘ had no permanent burcaucracy or
entral Asia. During the tenth century, several Tark- 5. Even in northern India, they imposed a thin veneer of Isla
\with Islam through their dealings with the Ab- =2
to the faith. Some of these Muslim Turks entered
s or migrated into Byzantine Anatolia, and

- established an Islamic statc.

istan, soon turned his attention
1027 he mounted seventee? raiding.
hting between local rulers, heat™ =
Puniab. For the most part howeseh
o India than in plundering the

. 1d his forees demolis
‘and their campaigns ha g
frequently established MO

s

authority on a land populated mostly by Hindus, and they de
of Hindu kings to carry out their policies and advance then
. Indeed, they did not even enjoy comfortable control of
thirty-five sultans of Delhi, nincteen perished at the hands of
the sultans prominently sponsored Islam and helped to estab
heir faith in the cultural landscape of India.

Wﬁﬂlly divided, the southern part of the Indian subcon-
invasions, chronic war, and rurmoil that troubled the nort
administered states.

th presided over small, loosely
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R g 1 JCean Racy
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ﬁlﬂ pOStclassical.Indm, enabling large nu“}!}l;\.:‘ ];x‘.!,[«\om,; J
g ﬂ)ﬂ‘*md mmuﬁmg rather than the productic n\"“ Reople 10 ¢

e various regions of the subcontinent and foq g 100d. Trae f,
et ¥ India. Trade also created links between lndnt‘rui{ eConomic g

ANC

puildings
The kings of Vij2 endowed their capital wkth spiendid ,
% mm‘dsmumedmbluforw i nufacturers transformed the Indian Ocean bas; distant |q
; ; i 4 411 Basin into 3
di el b . aafl md-“dungc Tilc}tncrcq,c,,:;g prominence nl'rr\\d\m‘:,'i' WL 200
i sometimes resulted in regional wars, but southern confliere dgian society, as merc ant and artisan guilds became nd industy
Competton Wh:s;;::smc and less damaging than those that plagued the nonh‘_m : wm&m _Yet caste identities and loyalties :l\*‘}rs‘:]“ stronger ang m,
were l:;s ﬁ'cgz“:;y regional STates organized a'ﬁ’airs in local jurisdictions, two king. o aml'ﬂlwd to serve as the most powerful "fganmln?,‘ ‘;\vd‘ Strong, an
The Chola Kingdom Alihon ‘ied enough t0 exercise at least nominal rule over much of southern [ndj, 1] ey & fcdture of Ind
s 1a kingdom situated in the decp south, which ruled the Core. 4 e T 2 the Mi
B tfhc Ck:::d‘mg four,ccncurics, from 850 to 1267 C.E. At its high point  Agriculture in the Monsoon World
T ¢ 5 7 i 7o
:m?dcl ;;a:; ;  th ccOmAY, Chola forces conquered Ccy!on and parts of southeast : mugof the rhythms of the monsoons, irrigation was esseial
Ag;ﬂ ginanccd by the profits of trade, the Chola navy dominated the waters from the 3 »&?.,hmc.,dcnscl, ly populated, agricultural society 1)‘\1“ ‘\u‘y:m. for t}
< » . i el . ~ e ng the spn
South China Sea to the Arabian Sed. - : - M‘Wc'hdcn ‘,des from the southwest bring mos ”1 B i
Chola rulers did not build a tightly centralized state: they allowed considerable ay ing the autumn and winter, cool and very dry winds bl s
1 ne: . eils o) ol . . # B J ) rOm 1
oM’ for local and village institutions as long as tbcy n?anl\tamgd order and delivered Mfthw_agncultural potential, Indian lands requir '“1 £ e
:x:cvznucs on time. Chola rulers had less interest in building a powerful state thanin southern monsoon, supplemented by irrigation dun]n :&: : iw - s
. . : 1 i o : A AT L g the dry month %
lizing profits that came from thc"'do;'mnanon of trade in tlt:cllndnr‘x Ou_an basva - during , the spring and summer months or short supplies of w ”\wx ‘T e ‘
because of its 100s¢ institutional structure, the Chola state was in decline * monly led to drought, reduced harvests, and widespread fam i A g
by the rwelfth century- Native Sinhalese forces expelled Chola pificials from Celag o northern India, irrigation had been a fixture of the \iuu?\.‘:'\ id '
and revoles crupﬁcd Wikt ouh s s i rcal“:idld B -Cl;u:ly collapse, M'Whgﬁc\ﬂmtom tapped the waters of the Indus River. 1 ‘.‘r ,FM‘\‘ ‘1‘ T
H 1 i verted T D - LATCr, as Arvans migratc
but by the early thirteenth century, much reduced in s:z:h an F:dlw :r, it had revertedto mfo G’ans!smvcr valley, they found plentiful surface water and abundant opport ,i
t the status of on¢ f‘ﬂm‘dm‘b m among many In SOU e 4 ne Kingdom otH { W ieriga n?ﬂ systems. For the most part, however, southern lu;“w 8 e
; - The second stat that dominated much of southern India was the Kngiow @ 1 land without rivers like the Indus or the Ganges that can serve as sources f s
The Kingdom 4 . sed in the northern Deccan. The kingdom owed its origin to ci‘Tons by B it Tndia became more dcn\cl\: i ~] ‘ : zces fo ale
o 31 sultan,s of Delhi to their authority to southern India. Exploratory foraysby = sely populated, irrigation systen
23 'mc,k,'m forces provoked a defensive reaction in the south. Officials in Delhi dispacched 3
: - : i ot court poli- = »
wwo brothers, Harihara and Bukka, to represent g‘c sutl;a{l :‘:Ctli:,:]g?l::;{;;:)m Tslan, v e C were monumental reservoirs lined with brick or stone that cap
cies in the south. Although they had converted from cui. B e s indepentil 5 spring al?d summer months and held them untl the dry scason,
24 i them to thirsty fields. One such reservoir- actually an arnficial lake

mlﬁpd during the eleventh century—covered some 650 square kilo

mﬂ%) Projects of that size required enormous ns estments of
i?t-"thcir original construction and for continuing maintenance,
nt increases in agricultural productvity.

e 0 I:kzmogni“dmoppott\lnity to estab _ ' A
e s rurned to their original Hindu fpm,uay‘{ 3
empire of Vijayanagar (meaning "

stilities between Muslims and Hine &
s of southern Indiay

Jested in the port i

LIREY 3 3 ingdom of \’1]3)’31\35” il I ' ! i e
illennium, But the ik ku:tg, enury uitl B0 itincreased productivity, India’s population £y steadily through-  PopUIalionE!

India fr om the mid-fourtect : Tn 600 C.E., shortly after the fall of the Gupta dynasty, the

3 oms. < charactel ion stood at about 53 million. By 800 1t had increased almost

. reen SI‘A(LS bh 3 N 4 D) P
n and cf)nﬂlct bc.t\hfi.d not gcncﬂ“ t ‘and by 1000 it had grown by almost an additional 2 . per
al gimes. India < ; the following centuries the rate of growth slowed, a8 indian
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jviduals per century. Toward 1500, |
) ()\\'Q\Qr

cased by 4 t0 5 million ind
by 1500 the subcontinent’s populat N
10n had

numbers incr
d again, an

the rate of growth increase
reached 105 million.
This demographic s
the fourteenth century,
population of about four
among Muslim cities. Many
as Cambay, Surat, Calicut, Quilo
hundred thousand. Cities in sou
increasing agricultural prOduCﬁVifY

gcd the concentration of people in cities, |
the high point of the sultanate of Delhi, the capital S Durin
hundred thounsand, which made it second (,m\,&:“f hﬁd a
other citicsfparticularly ports and trading cent f’ Cairg
n, and Masulipatam—-had POPUldli(m: well :)'\Si such
thern India grew especially fast, partly as a “‘::l([\r::-
)

in the region.

urge encourd

Trade and the Economic Development of Southern India
of the subcontinent did not prevent robust trade betwee
dia. As the population grew, opportunities for \L‘n) the
ized work became more AUMErous. Increased trade was a patural result of that }“lr&&:m

Most regions of the Indian subcontinent were self-sufficient in staple foods g :,)\}css
rice, wheat, barley, and millet. The case 'was different, however, with iron, c()iWP;rC ;‘l&:

pepper, spices, condiments, and spccializcd crops that grew well only in certain
ions. Iron came mostly from the Ganges River valley near Bengal, copper i frm
the Deccan Platead, salt mostly from coastal regions, and pepper from Stk :j)m
Those and other commodities sometimes traveled long distances to consumers :1 laA.
mote parts of the subcontinent. Pepper, saffron, and sugar were popular commodl :L-
in subcontinental trade, and even ricc sometimes traveled as a thade item itoinort] c‘“s
and mountainous regions where it did not grow well. m
Southern India and Ceylon benefited especially handsomely from this trade. As

ed northern India, southern regions experienced mu,;

vided relative stability in the \Uf‘h

)

vasions and conflicts disrupt
economic development. The Chola kingdom pro
markets for Indian merchants and pro-
d Quilon flourished, and they attracted in-

Political fragmentation
different states and regions of In!

and Chola expansion in southeast Asia opened
ducers. Coastal towns such as Calicut an

creasing numbers of residents.
The Chola rulers allowed considerable autonom
and villages of southern India largely organized their own affairs. Public life revolved

around Hindu temples that served as economic and social centers. Southern Indians
Ith to build hundreds of elaborate Hindu temples, which or-

used their growing wea
ized agricultuml activities, coordinated work on irrigation systems, and maintained
also provided

reserves of surplus production for use in times of need. These temples
basic schooling for boys in the community, and larger temples offered advanced in-
struction as well. Temples often possessed large tracts of agricultural Jand, and they
sometimes employed hundreds of people, including brahmins, attendants, musicians
servants, and slaves. To meet their financial obligations to employees, temple adminis
wrators collected a portion of the agricultural yicld from lands subject tO temple author:
ity. Administrators were also responsible for keeping order in their communities 304

delivering tax receipts to the Cholas and other political authorities. ‘
served as bankers, made loans, and invested i

y to their subjects, and the towns

n commer

Temple authorities also

cial and business ventures. As 2 result, temples promoted the economic QC}‘61°P“““‘

of southern India by enco ing production and trade. Temple authoritics L;E?:\
opp

ated closely with the leaders of merchant guilds in secking commerei

to exploit. The guilds often made gifts of land or moncy
solidating theis relationship with the powerful economic instiutions: T8
grew prosperous and became crucial to the economic health of southerd Indid:

to temples DY | ‘plcslhw

puring the eighth century &, W
, work i
g i e ::I(arved a massive temple out of sheer rock
jties such as the grew up at Ellora controlled enormo g
us resources in postclas

'Y

: Cross-Cultural Trade in the Indian Ocean Basin

" m - B
-.-_ also mm:yws‘:::‘hgtﬁ:rtﬂc\l rt:?lm t}(l;‘}‘F()dLlCtl\lr_\' of Indian society, but it depende
.: i Occ: ated in the commercial world of the Indian :
E g o r?\\aﬁ not new in postclassical times: Indi
mﬂw el east Asia during the classical era, and they ¢
: mm} - . e'm empire \\'hg traveled to India in search of
postelassi . however, larger ships and improved commercial org

stlines, but a

P ~’m§',€:‘gmg in the Indian Ocean followed the coa
ﬂmﬁﬂpt, mmmi;s recognized the rhythms of the monsoons. Over
e ch enabled them to leave the coasts behind and ply th

ed tons burden in 1000 and four hundred tons in 1
Chinese and sou

mercial expansion of the Song dvnasty, large
‘the Indian Ocean: some of them could carry one t

!

MPSM came into use, mariners increasingly entrusted
ably PeriCtablc monsoons and sailed directly across

; surge in the volume and value of trade in the Indian Ocea )
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d production of commodities for the commercial
sans had enjoyed a reputation for the manufacture of

ey produced in small quantities for wealthy consumers

came into high demand throughout the trading
1In response to that demand, Indian artisans buils

¢ production of high-quality cotton textiles. These

e of the Indian economy: they created a demand for
wided a livelihood for thousands of artisans, and en-
s from regions that specialized in the production of

industries that emerged in postclassical India
g, stone carving, and carpet weaving. Iron and
nent industries. Indian artisans became well
high-carbon steel, which held 2 lethal cutting
demand for use in knives and swords. Other
different manufactured goods and ag,r;cpl»
porce! orcelain. and lacquerware; southeast Asian
TS mdh:al;cs camcqfrom southwest Asia; and
Thus trade encouraged specialized pro-
nds participating in the trade nerworks c?t
in postclassical times influenced the struc-

t much of the castern hemisphere.
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Conversion to Islam

Sufis

The Bhakt Movement

would win the god’s grace and live forever in his presence. Thus, in cot
. g - o o 1 m
Shankara’s consistent, intellectual system of thought, Ramanuja’s philosophy trast v
-~ - H S )
toward a Hindu theology of salvation- Indeed, his thought inspired the dey L-x‘ Olnteg
OPpmey
nt

of devotional cults throughout Tridin, and i SECVes even today as a philosop}
J Ophig
al

foundation for Hindu popular religion.
Islam and Its Appenl
The Islamic faith did not attract much immediate interest among Indians when i
won graduzl acceprance in merchant communitie n 1; ar
SW here

dved in the subcontinent. It
foreign Muslim k local spouses and found a place in Indian society
where, however circumstances favor its adoption, since it often ar :i ‘ch
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o
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. Hindus of Jower Castes, for example, ho
faith that rccognized the equality of all believers. In fact, Hindus rarel
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their social standing DY conversion. Often members of an entire caste
dopted Islam en MAsse, and after conversion they continued to pl;\\. [;’r
same social and economic coles that they had before. e
In India as elsewhere, the most cffective agents of conversion to Islam were Suf
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did not insist on fine points of doctrine, and they sometimes even permitted theie
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In some Ways the gap berween Hinduism and [slam narrowed in postclassical
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2 Indian Society in Southeast Asia
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S | needs and interests. Although Indian ary,
political structures and religions t© local needs Asian lands reflected the inﬂuCHCec(i_

rarely ventured into ehg m%, Buddhism, Sanskrit writings 3,4

425

OUthen: Latey States .
Indian society, as mer(:hm‘? S Wﬂm‘ about the twelfth century, Islap, g xu:h,;l Asi w.‘r,.\ .
Indian forms of Gia. as Muslim merchants, many of them [pq;. 883155, " Malapaiyy
ind solic W Wm port cities of the region, Dur. : e
¢ s a sizable following and became 4
PHILISE N o
- land of southeast Asia from an carly dy
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Indian }Wm : t opportunities for the py. £ :
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At 11 consolidate their political control. BORNEO
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B R il pns. WILHOUE - ' and accepted Indian religious faiths. Op e L
: - Funan - : -
: - Srivijaya 7 o : . b
3 Rfiotrcx_ampl'c, they adopted kingship as the principal form
PACIFIC onal kings in southeast Asia surrounded themselves with
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‘ ed the introduction of Hinduism or Buddhism—some
ts. They embraced Indian literature like the Ramayans
omoted Hindu values, as well as treatises that ex
world. They did not show much enthusiasm for the
nued to acknowledge the deities and nature spints that
ted for centuries. But ruling clites readily adopted
they found attractive because the Indian faiths re-
ical rule.
reflected Indian influence in this fashion was Funan, ~ Funan

es of the Mckong River (including parts of modern
the first and the sixth centurics C.£. The rulers of
e Mekong valley and built a capital ity at the port
se it dominated the Isthmus of Kra, the narrow
¢ merchants transported trade goods between
abled them to avoid a long voyage around the

profits to construct an claborate system of
e that acrial photography stil reveals its
| economy in the Mckong delta.

drew enormous wealth by controlling trade
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tten until French missionaries and explorers
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