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garlyinthe seventh century G, the emperor of China issyeq )
i o travel peyond Chinese borders into central Asia, |, 629, Frvever. 1 1L his
ch ror, a young Buddhist monk slipped past imperial watchtowers under c J: .
e his way west. His name was Xuanzang, and his destination Was ”: ‘

1 &Mﬂmsm. Although educated in Confucian texts as 3 youth, annzané had f “h ‘ ‘ | ",« {

. oldﬂ prother into a monastery wr‘lere he became devoted to Buddhism, While <, wed hi
BL. sanskf“ Janguage, Xuanzang noticed that Chinese writings on Buddhism &,
mm were confusing or even contradictory to those of Indian Buddhist texts 1

e b“’a"el to India, visit the holy sites of Buddhism, and study with the most e
. mteachers and sages to learn about his faith from the purest sources
‘uanzang could not have imagined the difficulties he would face. Immediatety after
from China, his guide abandoned him in the Gobi desert. After [og g his water |
: collapsing in the heat, Xuanzang made his way to the oasis town of Turpan on the
Buddhist ruler of Turpan provided the devout pilgrim with travel suppiies and r
port his mission. Among the presents were twenty-four letters of introduction
ads on the way to India, each one attached to a bolt of silk, five hundred bolts of
 of fruit for the most important ruler, thirty horses, twenty-five laborers, and
dred bolts of silk along with gold, silver, and silk clothes for Xuanzang to use
. After departing from Turpan, Xuanzang crossed three of the world's highest
—the Tian Shan, Hindu Kush, and Pamir ranges—and lost one-third of his
e and starvation in the Tian Shan. He crossed yawning gorges thousands of
)n footbridges fashioned from rope or chains, and he faced numerous attacks
 well as confrontations with demons, dragons, and evil spirits
g persisted and arrived in India in 630. He lived there for more than twelve
e holy sites of Buddhism and devoting himself to the study of languages and
especially at Nalanda, the center of advanced Buddhist education m"md\a
huge collection of relics and images as well as 657 books, all qt which he
‘crates and transported back to China to advance the understanding of Bud-
his return in 645, Xuanzang had logged more than 16,000 Kilometers
road. News of the holy monk’s efforts had reached the imperial ‘0“:\:
) ang had violated the ban on travel, e received a hero's n\:;el:‘tl?‘:i Zars
‘emperor. Until his death in 664, Xuanzang spent his re
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e and promoting his faith. His efforts helpeq y,
et L niversal adoption of the faith throughout Cho Popy.
nzang undertook his journey at a propitious time. For more than 350 yea u
fall of the Han dynasty, war, invasion, conquest, and foreign rule distupted Chin s after
Toward the end of the sixth century, however, centralized imperial rule relurn:;Se Sonew
The Sui and Tang dynasties restored order and presided over an era of rapid econo FO Nl
in China. Agricultural yields rose dramatically, and technological innovations b’“lc Browty,
production of manufactured goods. China ranked with the Byzantine and Abbasid OOS‘?‘“ the
a political and economic anchor of the postclassical world. s
For China the postclasslcal era was an age of intense interaction with other people
nese merchants participated in trade networks that linked most regions of the east :r ;5 Chi-
sphere. Buddhism spread beyond Its homeland of india, attracted a large popular fonheml-
in China, and even influenced the thought of Confucian scholars. A resurgent China m:Wln
influence felt throughout east Asia: diplomats and armed forces introduced Chinese ‘::ans
Vs

into Korea and Vietnam, and rulers of the Japanese islands looked to China for guidan
Vietnam, and Japan retained their distinq%;e in
ess,

translating Buddhist treatises into Chines!
larize Buddhism and bring about nearly u

-

S as

matters of political organization. Korea,
put all three lands drew deep inspiration from China and participated in a larger east 5
society centered on China. SRy ot
. 3
A“)
SCHAMPA

The Restoration of Centralized
Imperial Rule in China

QIR The Sul and Tang dynasties, 589-90 e
X ; , 389-907 c.&. Compare th
% | ~ € Size of the .
Wmm:w Discuss the significance of the Grand (3 :az‘k” : e il and Tang
. 5 al I inking th

s

dynasty, several regional kingdoms made bids
to assert their authori none possessed the resources to doni.
nate its rivals over the long term. In the late sixth century, however, Yang Jian, an am-

bitious ruler in northern China, embarked on a series of military campaigns th
alized imperial rule. Yang Jian’s Sui dy-

brought all of China once again under centr
nasty survived less than thirty years, but the tradition of centralized rule outlived his
and the Song succeeded the Tang. The

house. The Tang dynasty replaced the Sui,
ficiently that China becamea

During the centuries following the Han
ity over all of China, but

‘most elaborate projec

m W @ : ll)ro’c‘:t undertaken during the Suj dj

kg anal, which was one of the world’s | . o B
arg

times. The sec o gest waterworl

B fa:'?d emperor, Sui Yangdi (reigned r\u: ‘ pre

} ilita . * gned 604-6
B o sutc lt'rJdL !"c-t\\ccn northern and southern (]

pplhies of rice and other food crop hern Ching. oot

od crops

3

from
from

Tang and Song dynasties organized Chinese society 0 €
center of exceptional agricultural and industrial production. Indeed, much of the east- e :
ern hemisphere felt the cffects of the powerful Chinese economy of the Tang and fo(r):l ol northern regions. The only practical
Song dynastics. o v::s(:[if)m large quantities was by w "U 1\“1 "(
; east, only an artificial waterway could s * i
; 1 chnf ! north and south. d supporta large
11” .S’“ Dy"m 4 abwas really a series of artificial waterways that ultimately react
. Establishment Like Qin Shihuangdi some eight hundred years carlier, Yang Jian imposed ught po- 8 : flmtht;o the imperial capital of Chang’an in the ek . :_k." 1\"’
¥of the Dynasty litical discipline on his state and then extended his rule to the rest of China. Yang = cm e north. Sui Yangdi used canals dug as carly as e z“ ,l.
i Jian began his rise to power when a Turkish ruler appointh him duke of Suiin nu”b’ ; anal ext mdto a network that served much of China. When u-m.
ern China. In 580 Yang Jian’s patron died, leaving a seven-year-old son 5 his heir. e m':ll: ed almost 2,000 kilometers (1,240 miles) and report
Yang Jian installed the boy as ruler but forced his abdication one year later, d‘lm,““s” S roads il P‘él’.\llcl to the waterway on either side
the throne and the Mandate of Heaven for himself. During the next decade Yang = i&;nstruct, Sui Yangdi’s investment in the Grand Canal paid
Jian sent military cxpcditibns into c:ent‘ralAsinqnd southern China. By 589 the hou® .‘ . ;m%‘i“s:}:d years. It ing"-{R‘d thx“cwnonnc\ of northern and
55 of Sui ruled all of China. o ; ‘ﬁﬂﬁroadsqg :;: economic foundation for political and cultural
i Like the rulers of the Qin dynasty, the emperors of the Sui dynasty (589-6 - e in the twenticth century, the Grand Canal served as
: placed en: demands on their subjects in the course of building 2 S'U(’“gﬂ - : rnal trade. In'dc'fd_‘ the canal continues t0 function even
lized govcmmént- The Sui cmpcfon ordered the construction of p‘.\l:xccsilt{\ “S ;:DSP‘?H has dnmmihcd its significance as a trade route
¢pairs on defe dispatched military 10 andPI'O]CCts served China well overa long term, but their
forced labor generated hostility toward his rule. The
the services of conscripted laborers by the millions. Mibitary

aries, carried out extensive I en
central Asia and Korea, Jevied high mx%md,
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Barges make their way through @

Tang Talzong

Tang Taizong (TAHNG
TEYE-zohng)

Jassical Era, 500 to 1000 ©.k.

the Grand -Canal. which served g The g
on within China, Tang ryjer, um,;,,‘:"“""““ iPal ey,
ascd on road.s, h.OI‘SCs.‘ and “’“‘Ctilm-\“M N expen € fo

. officials maintained inns, pe
for travelers, couriers,

imm

a it Y

)stal Stationg ing P Aley, IStion “POrtation
> Ang o Al

and thej, T ) !

urt 3 ic unt ! tion
* Tang €O could communicare With the m] S. Using b )
ht days. Even human funners Provideq iy, ~ distany e
e 9,600 runncrs supplied the Tan Pressiver ny

& Coury |
OMmeterg 1
atiop of = Mileg

Ningbo, more than 1,000 kj)

field system governed the a1
an equitablc distributic

N of Jang a
that had caused social Problems 4,
to individuals and their famiic accor
needs. About one-ﬁfth of the lang became gy, ¢ ;
1ts, and the rest remained availap)e for redisyy, \h' 1erediy
1 d circumstances change. Pultion i,
a century, adf-ninistrators were able ¢ apply ¢},
tel;uivd)’ consxﬁtcntly.. By the carly cighth ¢ b
strain. A rapidly rising POpulatiop e k‘mn, Vs how,
. Meanwhile, through favors, bribery, “’H‘\,\\‘f" g
ilies found ways to retain lang scheduleq th cale’
cels of land fell out of the System altogere, i’-, s
Nevertheless, during the first hlf of y,, " Pudd
ition for stability and prosperity in (p (" 1
dynasty also relied heavily on 5 bureaucrycy lw
on imperial civil service CXaminationg. }"Uilt\ iy
and Tang rulers recruited government n!huvx“ ; v
pwcsscd through the Confucian educati “ t
ated curriculum conccntrating on the |1*“~ s
phy. Although powerful families Ty
authority, most officcholders won
af‘this talented class were generally loyal 1o :ki‘b
and strengthen the state. The Confucian L:\i{: ation
served Chinese governmengs well that
ruption, they survived for thirteen centure
Qing dynasty in the early twentieth ce
tion, the powerful and dynamic Tay

ng the 1y, “
ding ¢, the |,

Pringjy

of Wuxi in southern China.

Womucmtdmdmarﬂmdty

edistril

; inst Sui rule. During g,
5 biects to revolt against ! ng the
reverses in Korea prOmP(ed dlscoﬂ:;‘::‘i: éhina when Sui Yangdi sought additiong]

rebellions broke out in ; tled minister assassinated the ey
fate 6105, 4 In 618 ad_!sgrun (&

s gn.
resources for his Korean campat

peror and brought the dynasty toan end.

The Tang W oth. a rebel leader scized Chang’an afnd pr9claimcd hnvmsclf
Soon after Sui Yangdi’s death, ahc named Tang after his hereditary title. Thc dynasty
emperor of a new d);g,sty ;hat ed years (618-907 C.E.), and Tang rulers organized
“nnv' oSt rec i " e
o e erful, productive, and prosperous SOCICty. 1d policies of the dy-
China into a poweriul, p was due to the energy, ability, and p

ty P EL). .Z()n was b()th j:
C nd emperor. Tang ﬂmng ( lg.ﬂ CiE ) a 2
nas $ S€CO! eror, I rc ed 62;—649 l 1

. : he murdered twoof =
’ king his way to the imperial throne, ; ‘
st dullns fathcsr ha:dc yOtr?cc on the throne, however, he displayeda =

(4§

sed their inf

thH posts be

tunes, disapp

ntury

4 1g state began to fley its
Ry ushe ide. ! ide an cffective, stable govern™ = ! e north, Tang forces brought Manchuriy un e 1y - il
:lu{s scn:emo?:ﬁlfy and strove consacntxo:”l)’atr(:dpt::\::; ;?msclf as a Confucian rf‘h = 1 f Silla kingdom in Korea to acknowledge rhi lm\. I ‘L:*.‘w*
mcghnt. He built a splendid capital at Chang ax(!;,v.mtcmporarics reported that baf‘i‘“ JTang armies conquered the northern part of Vietnam, To
who heeded the interests Of;‘u 5 sl}blc:;s rice remained low, and that taxes lﬂcl:x tax Tang authority as far as the Aral Se, and brought a portion

- his reign. that the price e
ended during his reign,

aly one-fortieth of the annual harvest—a 2.5

i thatth
i : nd compulsory labor services mcamhim‘
rate—although rcquu‘cd rent P’ymt:dghcr. %‘1& reports sugchst th’;‘; (ZJO .
effective rate of taxation w”]mmd prosperity during the reigh of :lngTang i
joyed an cra of m“s“d icular help to explain the success of ’thc ca syncrwork. ‘
o0 T articulated transportation and communication s
g 8 thc pﬁxﬁpla of the equal-field system, a0

under Tang control. Territorially, tt
history. ;

12 stable diplomatic order, the Tang emperors revived
taining tributary relationships between China and neig
Chinese political theory, China was the Middle Kingdom, :
Bsibility to bring order to subordinatc lands through a

ne Tang empire ranks

peasants amounted to O

in i dynasty; but . Neighboring lands and peoples would recognize Chi
buigs Oflmd,::;m% All three policies originated in the 84 dfclcssofs 8. AS tokens of their subordinate status, envoys from
bureaucracy based on mert. 5% and

rulers applied them more systematically c!.ﬁscvﬁ yelythan e vF Wl‘ gifts to the court of the Middle Kingdom and
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age of Chinese pocrry Amg
gy : Y. Amon
; po BurA " anto Promsnen: ¢, y

wra., ;ﬂ"'bl rebellion of A :‘ g ‘

of his later P b
s Years lamented 11, :
on the wars thar Plag, i“ ,
Waned ),

4 the fp,

Chariots
\ And t}
. East and
quiver at his belt. Me
e b

beyond

tug at your slecves,

up to the clouds,

you a question,

Ve to go.

sent north to guard It .
is very 1

1 this wall painting from the tomb of 2 Tang prince, three Chinese officils (atleft ,m.w: ’
envoys from foreign lands who pay their respects to representatives of the Middle Kingdo
come from the Byzantine empire, Korea, and Siberia. I

\
Who ¢a

_ the camp-farms, Wi, ¥
for them when they L i

1010 the B
all the «

n which subordinates knelt before
they are still at

would perform the Kkowtow—a ritual prostration i
the emperor and touched their forcheads to the ground. In return, tributary states re-
ceived confirmation of their authority as well as lavish gifts. Because Chinese authori .
ties often had little real influence in these supposedly subordinate lands, there was o ol Loudest in
Nevertheless, it was extremely % men spills fike the o
| (OR FURTHER REFLECTION
}‘,sbeating for war. Assess the ¢ ,}\ G e

ing of a fictional quality t0 the system.
tral Asia because it institutionalized relations

trade and cultural exchanges as wellas

b

always sO!

‘important

between China and neighboring ;
diplomatic contacts. 'S mountains, in the wewpaints of imper

Under able rulers such Taizong, the Tang dynasty flourished. During the mid- -

cighth century, however, and careless leadership brought the dynasty ©0 a -
sis from which it never fully recovered. In 755, while the emperor neglected public
affairs in favor of music and his favorite concubine, one of the dynasty’s foremost ki
military commanders, An Lushan, mounted a rebellion and captured the capitalat

throughout east Asia and cen
lands, fostering
grows but

Tang Decline

7 A
Wbururu»-r,2 vols, New York: Grove Press, 1965, pp. 124

»
0

Chang’an, as well as the secondary capital at Luoyang. His revolt was short-fved n
757 a soldier murdered An Lushan, and by 763 Tang forces had suppressed his am¥ ]

pitals. But the rebellion left the dynasty in 2 gravely weakened
unab s by themselves 0

the Chunese

and recovered their ca
state. Tang commanders were unable to defeat rebellious force ;
dwyinwiwd :M‘Tm@hm the Uighurs, to bring an army into Chind In 3 ﬁg . !
rctmn:feﬁ!—vﬁif mt’ﬁ@‘lﬂs the right to sack Chang’an and 1¥° 3 ninth century a series of rebellions devastated
a ¢ led by the military commander Huang Chao ¢ mbroiled
after this CriSiS-Th“qud' almost a decade from 875 0 884 Huang L hao's revolt
discontent: he routinely pillaged the wealthy and distrib-
T ntrol the rebels, the

n effort to €O
sional military

among the poor. Ina
and authonty t0 T¢g!

dynaSﬁC peeds. 108
essively greater power

peoples in the b s

q
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uniil the Song dynasty reimp, | gy oy WL:::
‘Though it survived for more y
‘never built a very powerfy)

State,

KORg,
ary officer serving one of the o
K(WW for honesty and effectiye.

During the next several years, e
ty and consolidated Song Contrg]

retire honorably 10 alife of lejgypg

their loyalty, Song rulers ..

the bureaucracy baseq on
s to seek a Confucian educyg

: more candidates into the
provided generous salaries f;

 even placed civil bureaucryy

ing

Sca

more centralized imperial go "
But it caused two big problen l.,:elopment
out its fall. The first probl?m , > ﬁhina

grew, the imperial X 2
i & Pe not d“elop a particularly stropng military canacio
s aggravated the peasants, of agricultural, technologic.! P s
y. By that time, however, » technological, industria)

nd
Powerhouse
nasty, but

ned China into the econopic
originated in the Tang dy
which presided over 3 land
. Song times had implications that went wel] be
and production throughout much of the eastern
ennium, from about 600 to 1300

that it was impossib

¢

1S resuits

of enormous prosper-

pment in Tang and Song China was a surge in Fast-Ripening Rice
X armies prepared the way for increased agricul

their control over southern China and ventured
Intered strains of fast-ripening rice that enabled
r. When introduced to the fertile fields of
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Mmustraﬂonmmd by the Song government shows peasants how to g0 about the
hbomwwkofuwwmncemmapaddyﬁooded with water.

Chinese cultivators also increased their productivity by adopting improved agr.
cultural techniques. They made increased use of heavy iron plows, and they harnesseg
oxen (in the north) and water buffaloes (in the south) to help prepare land 1};; culti-
vation. They enriched the soil with manure and composted organic matter. They also

rganized extensive irrigation systems. Thesc included not only reservoirs, dikes,
dams, and canals but also pumpéandwmwhccls, powered by both animals and hu-
rmns: that moved water into irrigation systems. Artificial irrigation .mgdc it possible
to extend cultivation to difficult terrain, including tcrm;cd mountainsides—a devel-
opment that vastly expanded China’s agricultural potential.

New Agriculturdl
Techniques

Population Growth fall of the Han dynasty, the population of China

¢ the Chinese population. After the s
f:‘f;d alow Pl:ma about 45 million in 600 ¢.E. By 800 it had rebounded to 50 mil
fion, and two centurics later to 60 million. By 1127, when the ered e
northern half of the Song state, the Chinese population had passed 100 million, and -
v 1200 it stood at about 115 million. This rapid population growth reflected both -
‘ of the Wﬂﬂlﬂl economy and the well-organized distribution of
u Wmﬂmmm Sui and Tang times.

i MWW&gMof cities. During the Tang dynasty
1 was the world’s most populous ¢
Song dynasty, China was the mo

<century, Hangzhou, capital of the
i supported hundreds ©

st urbanz

s dealing in silk, gems p 1

Increased agricultural production had dramatic results. One was a rapid expansion F

Jurchen conquered the

o

ity with perhap® LY

Southerd
f restal

T o clubhouses:
e halls, theaters, CU27 5 S8
music halls, o i :

& N -
painting depicts the spring festival as obsery,
l'.‘mm.,,fmtum’.»-’(e|lers. and Confucian schojars

ed in the nori S¢
deep in convey

er goods. Hangzhou residents, like those i 1,
oms. Taverns often had several storics. o oy,
- or lower stories according to their plans tesi
sat at street level, whereas those planning 1, "‘ 1\‘ g
s on the higher stories. ¥ Ay

gzhou was something of a special case amone

£ CIle

eras, scores of Chinese citics boasted populations of one hus
Bai (701-761 C.E.), who was pcr\mp\»:in MOSt P L
'social life of these Chinese cities as one of his py
Hight, pleasing verse celebrating life, friendship
Ids that the drunken poet died by drowning when he
to embrace the moon’s reflection in the water.) The annual
ioecasion dear to the heart of urban residents, who flocked to the
‘products, have their fortunes told, and cat tasty snacks fron

increased food production was the emergence of 2 commercial-
my. Because fast-ripening rice yielded bountiful harvests, many
nexpensive rice and raise vegetables and fruits for sale on
tivators specialized in crops that grew well in their regions,
their harvests to distant regions. By the twelfth centurs

) provinee of Fujian imported rice and devoted its land
ce , oranges, and sugarcanc, which fetched high prices in
EMarket-oriented cultivation went so far that authortes
ccess—to require Fujianese to grow rice $0 as o

LS.
and agricultural productivity,
tightening of patriarchal social structures, Wh

avoid ex

Patriarchal Social

Tang and especially I :
¢ Structures

ich perhaps
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Foot Binding

Porcelain

Metallurgy
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5 ily fortunes through enhanced family s
PR ffort to preserve fami .

I;Pr'tmuhﬁlsa . f d asty'P(hc veneration of family ancestors became much moy
orl;: ngu:s:ca:;% si:;uly remembering ancestors i mVOkmgfﬂ;Cl.r aid in rity
o I descendants diligently sought B e, RTAL 1
formed at home, orate grachldt rituals in their honor, Whole s

tended familics often hat strengthened the sense of family identity and cohesiveng
ancestors—a practice 't zhal Lty also helps to explain the pupul.lriw o oot bmd:
; s:rcpgthcnc«zli patl'ol::' oeivle classes during the S(?ng era. Foot binding iny olveg
ing, xivluch spread am . Soung girls’ feet with strips of cloth that prevented Natupy)
the tight wrapping © xrcsulted in tiny, malformed, curved feet. Women with by
growth of the bones an iy or naturally. Usually they needed canes to walk by them.
feet could not walk easily O ded on servants to carry them around in litters, Foot

dan“,
¢ clab
als per.
ACeab)e

-«

sclvcf, and sometimes mm China—it was impractical for peasants or lower.j w = ;

binding ever becAtie "Ll e wealthy families often bound the fect of their qayg, |y

working women 10 the display their high social standing, and gajy ;,, VA i
£ AR

i iveness o .
ters to enhance tbcmf‘, | avic;r- Like the practice of veiling women in the gl W '
creased control over aced women of privileged classes under tight supervision of thej, " rinted book from the twelfth century presents a cn;
world, foot bugxcng p uardians, who then manage d the women’s affairs in the iy, : block-printed illustration of the Buddha 4
husbands or other mk' ardians, e
ests of the larger family.

Technological and Industrial Development

: food enabled man cople to pursue technological and indus.
Abundapt s6pp i;::;d‘c T:::; aind songy gynastics, Chinese crafts workers generated

trial interests. D Co)s . ing Tang times they discov
cal innovations. During lang y discovered
a rems.mkabk ;ﬁﬂg‘:d fﬁ:ﬁ:}f’qﬂmw porcelain, which was lighter, thinner, anq
techniques of pr « than earlier pottery. When fired with glazes, porcelain could
adaptable to more uscl tically appealing utensil and even a work of art. Porcelain tech-
also become an “:1 to other societies, and Abbasid crafts workers in particular
nology gndmuyﬁnﬁinwhrsc quantities. Yet demand for Chinese porcelain remained
p‘mduced ‘pofcz; hinese exported vast quantities of porcelain during the Tang and
high, and th,c s gists have turned up Tang and Song porcelain at sitesall
Song dynastics. works of the postelassical era: Chinese porcelain graced the tables
along the m‘;‘ & households in southeast Asia, India, Persia, and the port cities
G§ Wﬂ:lglf);:z chmﬁn; andd Song products gained such a reputation that fine porcelin
of eas o S I 3
chinaware. ! )
has come to be known E‘n‘;al:yb:s improved metallurgical technologies. Production 3
f ir’rot‘8 ﬁiﬂmsc during this era, partly because of techniques that 'es"l“;d na
of iron an - i d that they could ust 8
: : _ Chinese craftsmen discovere -
w;n.sqwmadd;‘l:‘o:lﬁdi‘ Wmls and produce superior grades of m«;'itall. B“x“t;n 3
<ol ' i PG i i sed almost o= =
OK . 2y . ewelfth centuries, iron production increa o
&Zﬁﬂy nqzd;::d ;)c cmymnmwd, “,1;:},‘ understate total production. Most lof ::ﬁl:s 3
d according to © : <o : icultural tools: dunng =
crcaud;upplyofﬂ'{)n and ﬁc@lweﬂtm weaponry and agr duCCd 165 mﬂlloﬂ .

neselranslation of a Bugqp
ddresslng his followers

from improving existing technologies, Tape and Sop
ely new products, tools, and tec} o= aapKeng

; niques, m
al technologies. Daoist alchemists disc wered hoy
ang dynasty, as they tested the prope mu\\;\% $ o,
seeking elixirs to prolong life. They soon |,
saltpeter, sulphur, and arsenic, because the vc ;t atile

beards and even destroyed buildings. Mllmv.b-\ .y
nity in the explosive mixture, By the mid-tenth
 bamboo “fire lances,” a kind of flamethrower
fashioned primitive bombs. :
owder weapons had limited military effectiveness: thes probab
on because of noise and smoke than damage b‘:\m\c-‘ f H
.Ovcr time, however, refinements enhanced their effectiveness
powder chemistry quickly diffused through Eurasia, and by the |
ry peoples of southwest Asia and Europe were experimenting

ons.

ISt notabl

ofthcial
C1ai

and by the eleve

ave predated the Sui dynasty, only during the Tang era did

on. The carliest printers employed block-printing techniques

image of an entire page into a wooden block, inked the block,
isheet of paper on top. By the mid-eleventh century, printers had
ntwith reusable, movable type: instead of carving images 10to
d dies in the shape of ideographs, arranged them in a frame,
ed the frame over paper sheets. Because formal writing in the

4 : i aments manufacturers proc RGP 5 {
the early Song dyﬁmy,unpm:&l 3 W. 2 m‘ bodl into construction Projects m\ol\. 1 red as many as forty thousand characters, printers often tgur\d
ron arrowheads per year. Iron and stecl also went in technol from
vl s U et pag As in the casc of porcelain - awieldy and inconvenient, so they continued to print {ro!

%

* ctures st lﬁh“m t ) S
&'ﬁ?&fﬂm techniques soon diffused to lands beyond C;‘,‘“;co
s See es stem partly from the fact that nomadic .
lrndlnt:!('iy dxfﬁcu:ﬂfc;;:mm@:n ?ﬂﬂ"‘ 1ed their own ifon Weapons for use 10

carned Chines ques and fashion B
paigns again&t'(}hinn.. S ¥

Indecd, SO& 2 movable type became available.

o produce texts quickly, cheapl
printed copics of Buddhist texts, an e
and popular works appeared in large quantities, parncwiary

v, and in huge quanaties
Confucian works, calen-

of printing lie obscured in the mists of time. Although some ~ Printing
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A detail from a Song-

era painting on silk
depicts two sturdy,
Pmad-bottomed
junks, the workhorses
of the Chinese
merchant fleet.
in southwestern China (modern Sichuan province). Song dynasty officials broadly dis-
seminated printed works by visiting the countryside with pamphlets that outlined ef
fective agricultural techniques.
Naval Technology Chinese inventiveness extended also to naval technology. Before Tang tmes, Chi
3 far from land. They traveled the sea-lanes to Kored,

nese mariners did not venture
japan, and the Ryukyu Islands but relied on Persian, Arab, Indian, and Malay marinets
for long-distance maritime trade. During the Tang dynasty, however, Chinese con®
sumers developed a taste for the spices and exotic products of southeast Asian islaqu.

wn ships. By the time

and Chinese mariners increasingly visited those lands in their 0
warter

of the Song dynasty, Chinese seafarers sailed ships fastened with iron nails,
proofed with oils, furnished with watertight bulkheads, driven by canva® and baml:(i
sails, steered by rudders, and navigatcd with the aid of the “gouth-pointing needlc

. . . L B \
the magnetic compass. Larger ships sometimes even had small rockets P“;‘”G e
¢ VS

and th

gunpowder. Chinese ships mostly plied the waters between Japan %0 o cep
atured into the Indian Ocean and called at ports llnnlx‘:f‘nr;bf
o elc ¢

peninsula, but some Ve

fon, Persia, and east Africa. Those Jong-distance travels helped to diffuse

’ ,cchﬂ"]"gy’ particularly the comy nee
Shin€SE " ariners throughout the India (”‘i‘-‘“» Which g, R
(mu O n Ocean basin i 1

o™

Omman

a M ,
E’”e,gencc Of arket Economy
scultural production, improved tr
Ind“h urbanization, and industrial production ANSPOTtation
d ina’s various re ions increas combined 1, « pulatic
Chi g casingly o ) Sty ti
econOIy he producti - 8y specialized ip ¢ .
d crops or the p uction of particular n n the ¢yt
ulafk o 5 for imports from other regions. The iy ANukactureq ¢ ‘v
PtOchwncSC cconomy: government bureaucraci 1arket wag 1y {
£ acic
o le foods such as rice, wheat, and mn; pla R
a8 militarily sensitive enterprises such as [lvkt, and dynastic 41
jjons of,:ulu‘vamrs produccd fruits and "“Bum 1 ;r«m industry i
. X . (& . R
m.mxfacm"‘“ of sxlk., poreelain, and other goods ¢n sale :
dﬁniﬂafkﬂs. The Chinese economy became more 1 " Pplicd both do
i .o demand for Chinese products fuclcq& rl‘;’ﬂ;l;\ integy nd
I : S rapid e % n {
Indeed, trade grew so rapidly during Tang and \\Lum. mic ext y
_ced a shortage of the copper coins that served a iy
. 2 a8 v f
the shortage, Chinese merchants develope {nmn. y for most
. even mOre economic growth. Letters ot‘crcdilt er o
“ﬂmig dynasty. Known as “ﬂ\’ing Sl ey LJT\‘L INto commegy
> . N R <na >
or cash at one location and draw the equivalent in : w}w merchants t
wdcvclopmcms included the use (’fPl‘()mis\(,l.\L ash or goods ¢lse
$SOry note
g given sum of money at a later date, and checks, w 2l
MW B osited with bank ecks, which e
! ankers.
-me wch for alternatives to cash also led to the invention of
pioneered the use of printed paper money d n of paper my
return for cash deposits from their client B g ic kg
return | : clients, they issued printed
could redeem for merchandise. In a society short of cas| ) | e
SR % ey A cash, these notes greath f
! mmgmal transactions. Occasionally, however, because of t w‘ : -
a t temporary econo
motpoor management, merchants were not able to hong l\lt e
- discon . nor their notes. Tl
"M’metgixng creditors often led to disorder and \(lmc'\}n]\\n z e
¥ - i " § EVEN 1O rot
on alternati o ives to Ccal:mliy’ l:‘O“L\’Cr‘ the Chinese economy had becon y '
ALk z & . COME SO depender
iy cas that it was impractical to banish paper money altogether
preserve. &conv?mcnc'c while forestalling public disorder, government e i
kdt €s to iss! ! ; = » O ent authonty
letpmmmncypmuri 1 UC paper money and reserved that right for the state. Tl
mm printe ~under government auspices J;‘-puu“(d in 1024 in Si
ovince, the most active center of early printing. By the end of g S
ment authorities throu ey l‘ : g. By the end of the century n
With gori & dg:iout most of China issued printed paper money—Compick
fo : 1 s re war.nmgs against the printing of counterfeit notes. Rulers
et peopl‘ mm central Asia soon began to adopt the practice 1n heir states
lted paper money caused serious problems for several centuries after 1ts 3ppe

M‘p;;tuf;?? COntamina[.ion of the money supply b\ counterfeit notes, g0¥
M > requently printed currency representing more value than they
‘ ;-a)’ m cash !‘Cscrves.—a pr(-lcticc not unknown in more recent Umes

partial loss of public confidence in paper money By the late eleventh
i ﬂl“; Ofpapcr money would fetch only 95 percent of their face value 1n
Qing dynasty (1644-191 1 c.k.) did Chinese authorities P
QWEVCT,

; _mOncy under tight fiscal controls. In spite of abuses, b )
' provided a powerful stimulus to the Chinese econony Qung (chihng

ved a | AT
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 communities in the bustling southern Chinese port cities of
Contemporary reports said that the rebel gene
D0 foreigners when he sacked Guangzhou and subj

| Huang

d it to

vity and trade brought the Tang and Song economy a dy China and the

s could not restrain. Chinese consumers developed a taste

hIR y : d trade throughout much of the eastern hemisphere

WfSong fpeioto s pros.pcrousp‘-_‘ 4 uany theast Asia made their way to China, along with prod

i by land and by scz. Mustiot PO . er feathers and tortoise shell from Vietnam, |s and in
Bt geeive e sk ﬂf" 3 ‘ and melons from central Asia. These items beca

ol S Byza{m“P L . use of attractive qualities in

| sradedn Chmw' DL mply because of their scarcity

i s o “?m : _exchange for such exotic items, Chinese sent abroad vast

~and lacquerware. In central Asia, southeast Asm,‘lpd‘:a:

) t Africa, wealthy merchants and rulers wore Chinese

hina's €conOMIC SUrge during the

Hemispheric
Economy
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in China

Dunhuang

Buddhism in China

PART 111 | The Postclassical

Fra, 500 to 1000 C.E.
asties thus pmmntcd trade and economic growth thrg,, ‘
&hoy

t

Tang and Song dyn
hemisphere.

much of the castern

Cultural Change in Tang and Song China

of other socicties encouraged cultural change in pogey
i iti i RaANpe clas
China. The Confucian and Daoist (raditions did not disappear. But they made \\'-1\\1\‘\1
a foreign rcligiun—Mahayam Buddhism—and they developed along new lines g, at for
at re

flected the conditions of Tang and Song society.

Interactions with peoples

The Establishment of Buddlrism
ent silk roads visited China as early as g
J ¢ € sec

Buddhist merchants traveling the anci ads )
During the Han dynasty their faith attracted little interege
1ere;

ond century B.C.E. .
Confucianisn, Daoism, and cults that honored family ancestors were the most .
After the fall of the Han, however, the Confucian trag; &

ddition

lar cultural alternatives. . r, the
The purpose and rationale of Confucianism was to
' ain-

suffered a loss of credibility: .
tain public order and provide honest, effective government. But in an age of warjyg
arlords

fat the Confucian tradition had simply failed. ¢
3 . Cop-

and nomadic invasions, it seemed €
nt into decline, and rulers sometiy,
¢s

fucian educational and civil service systems W¢

openly scorned Confucian values.
unsettled centurics following the fall of the Han dynasty, several foreigy

During the : . :
religions established communities 10 China. Nestorian Christians and Manichacans ger.
ded in China, followed later by Zoroastrians flecing the Islamic conquerors of pc;m

Nestorians established communities in China by the late sixth century. The emperor
Tang Taizong issued a proclamation praising their doctrine, and he allowed them to
open monasterics in Chang’an and other cities. By the mid-seventh century, Arab ang

Persian merchants had also established Muslim communities in the port cities of south

China. Indecd, legend holds thar an uncle of Muhammad built a small red mosque in

the port city of Guangzhou. These religions of salvation mostly served the needs of
foreign merchants trading in China and converts from nomadic societies. Sophisticated
residents of Chinese cities appre iated foreign music and dance as well as foreign foods

and trade goods, but most forcign religious faiths attracted little interest.

Yet Mahayana Buddhism gradually found a popular following in Tang and Song
China. Buddhism came to China over the silk roads. Residents of oasis cities in central
Asia had converted to Buddhism as carly as the first or second century B.C.E., and the
oases became sites of Buddhist missionary efforts. By the fourth century C.E., asiz:
able Buddhist community had emerged at Dunhuang in western China (modern
Gansu province). Between about 600 and 1000 ¢.E., Buddhists built hundreds
cave temples in the vicinity of Dunhuang and decorated them with murals depicting
events in the lives of the Buddha and the boddhisatvas who played prominent roles n
Mahayana Buddhism. They also assembled libraries of religious literature and oper

ated scriptoria to produce Buddbhist texts. Missions supported by establishments st€
as those at Dunhuang helpe

Buddhism attracted Chinese interest partly because o
ity, its intellectual sophistication, and its promise of salva
help to account for its appeal. Buddhists established mon
and accumulated sizable estates donated by wealthy converts.
lands intensively and stored a portion of their harvests for distribution amonsgtem:s

na

idents during times of drought, famine, or other hardship. Buddhist MO0,
became important elements in the local economies of Chinese communitics:

f its high standards of m
tion, Practical concerns &
astic communities 10 Ch

o
J

d Buddhism to establish a foothold in China. 3 :

They cultivated B
e

4

i+ century painting in a cave at Dunh
| tedly the € uang depi
M“" earthly home of an influential boua}'\)i:;f

2 Monastery on A
Va and the

Site of n

-'Mmhications fos‘ everyday life in China. Bydd
eumﬂﬁ@m‘ly a piece of monastic mrmtu.rc‘l;]?“m‘ e
ty:,md found a Pl‘acc in domestic m;cr; t““-”' .
introduced refined sugar into Chip, ):u; iy
a an

| thus infl

ys Buddhism posed a challenge to Chinese

P
E & ‘ theologians typic i e
i egvogd st‘yplca-lly took written texts as P .,.v‘x ; ; :
; intfﬁmons nto metaphysical themes v‘: S
, ectuals, however, only the Confucians placed
1ANS placed ¢

texts, and they devoted their energics mosily |

1 as the nat

practical

. Mcacnal‘rcl:iﬂ;(;rl?l:(;ISt; had limi@d interest l-\?‘ T text
e divi u‘\l§ to strive for perfection by obser

Wmo_ m[% serious Buddhists to follow a celibate, mon

: mur;}' cgntcrcd ()p the family unit and the y.\t“}lx-;:m s of flk:

o ged procreation so that gcncr‘m(r1\u»t\»>1x{~zw would :

chStOIS. Some Chinese held that Buddhist monastenies
s since they paid no taxes, whereas others scorned B \
b_ccausc of its foreign origins.
CnCcs a:sd f;‘(;ncn‘ms‘ Buddhm missionaries sough
‘wj"f‘mdmm e acy CXpl:\u}cd Buddhist concepts in vox
2o traditions, particularly Daoism. They translated the
'«'l?&&gc Buddhist doctrine) as dao (“the way” in the Daoist
translated the Indian term nirvana (personal savation
soul escapes from the cycle of incarnation ) as 1
1). While encouraging the establishment

1 (the

of monastencs
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of the monk Xuanzang to China. His bagga :
ge incj
few works on grammar and logic, as wetlll‘:esd

 his scroll painting depicts the return
3 657bod5.mosﬂy&ndd‘klueaﬂ9€$blnalsoa

»

" hundreds of relics and images-

and the observance of celibacy, they also recognized the validity of family life ang of
fered Buddhism as @ religion that would benefit the extended Chinese family: one i
in the monastery, they taught, would bring salvation for ten generations of his k“ o3

The result was a syncretic faith, a Buddhism with Chinese characteristics. (ln‘,c :
the more popular schools of Buddhism in China, for example, was the Chan ml:) :
known by its Japanese name, Zen). Chan Buddhists had little interest in written tc»;::
but, instead, cmphasizcd intuition and sudden flashes of insight in their search }Or
spiritual enlightenment. In that respect they resembled Daoists as much as they did

Buddhists.
During the Tang and Song dynastics, this syncretic Buddhism became an im-

mensely popular and influential faith in China. Monasteries appeared in all the major
cities, and stupas dotted the Chinese Jandscape. The monk Xuanzang (602-664) was
only one of many devout pilgrims who traveled to India to visit holy sites and learn

about Buddhism in its homeland. Many pilgrims returned with copies of treatises

that deepened the understanding of Buddhism in China. Xuanzang and other pil
tablishing Buddhism as a popular

ims played roles of enormous significance in cs

faith in China.
In spite of its popularity, Buddhism met determined res
ted the popular following that Budd

Confucians. Daoists resen
resulted in diminished resources available for their tradition.

Buddhists’ exaltation of celibacy, and they denounced the faith as
tion. They also condemned Buddhist monasteries as wasteful, unprod uctive burdens

on society.

During the late Tang dynasty, Daoist and Confucian critics of Buddhism found
lies in the imperial court. Beginning in the 840s the Tang emperors ordered the &
sure of monasteries and the expulsion of Buddhists as well as Zoroastrians, Nestond®?
Christians, and Manichacans. Motiva y blot
to foreign religious establishments, the Tang rulers did not implement thelf POy
thorough way. Although it disc further expansion, Tang policy did not
cate foreign faiths from China. Buddhism in particular enjoyed popula” supp

istance from Daoists and
hists attracted, which
Confucians despised
an alien supersti

1 1 1 erty E
Jargely by a desire to sc12¢ propert ol nt 8

ort thit

wve. Indeed, it even influenced
C

ir to d

end ing the Song dynasty. developmeny,
dnﬂl‘ Of the (
&ﬂ{ THuUCiap
i ianism
Neo-Con*e!
emperors d1d not persecute Buddhists, t
< e8¢ cultural traditions in hopes (’ﬂimiting‘”‘m they activel
g conn.ibutcd partlcularly generously to tfmc (‘L mfuence of ‘lw Orted native
) onfucian yrydiv o0l

10on \
subsidized 11 hey

Prin

They T studies of Confucian scholars, for exam
soret - ation of Confucian writings. L v
dis Yet the Confucian tradition of the Song dynasty
o carliest Confucians }l:ad concentrated resolutely on 1at of
iy, since t}lxcy to;) 1’:h: organization of a stab} Practical jgsy
»ﬁW ; € social orde

concern: Conbﬁ:dm: ?a;u: Song dynasty studied the (}1]:”.1 Order as theiy
o they also becam ar with the writings of Buddl;n;k '\;\“ﬂ ey

' s,

differed frop, tt

e in Buddhist thought. Buddhism not v hey found

7 ration but also dealt with i only offered a trag ey

a0d n:tn v ealt with issues, such as the adition of {ogi

& idual’s relatonship with the cosmos, not 5\’stcm‘“'k llwlmu‘u of the s
X 1cally explored |

PR us Confucians o
hinkers- Thi e f the Song dynasty drew a gre
puddhism. Because their thought reflected the influcnce o T deal of i
mlcmlf“ {1 valuies, it has come to be known as n LIK(L‘ of Buddhism
: s neo-Conff
¢ most important representative of Song nc(,,((\)( m’:f “_*“”;““\”'
Zhu X1,(1130—1200 C.E.).' A prolific writer, Zhu Xi lﬁamr\;l\‘?;sm was tl
Confucian values Cfnphasxzmg proper personal behavi ned a deep comn
his writings was an influential treatise entitled Famil g?r T sy
: y Ritunls "
structions for weddings, funerals, veneration Ohmc,\mn":] Yil hat provided detaled i
/ . o . 5 Al o) il
A;gsood,oonﬁl::mn, Zhu Xi considered it a matter of t} lkv other family ceremor
dividuals play their proper roles both in their family and o :‘),lhk‘\f AP Yk
3 y and in the larger
.Ye,t Zhu Xi became fascinated with the philosophical m‘dt ie _lf“:u society
dhist thought. He argued in good Confucian fashi o speculative features of Bud
2 ian fashion for the obse + of |
standards, and he believed that academic and philosophical i - S i
¢ . hical investig:
want for practical affairs. But he concentrated his Cffori T\N]w“”“ s
of more theoretical than practical si T on abstract and abstruse issues
‘ B i ignificance. He wrote extensively on metaphysical
themes. ‘“‘hv re of reality. He argued in a manner remi iont Pl Hhat
o elements accounted for all physical being: 4, a princi eminiscent of Plato that
- Forms or Ideas that defines the esserice of thi. bé'a pnm:iple g g hat similar to Plato’s
T, o ! ing, and 47, its material form
N‘q"k"conf, m:n:;mdmnk? as an important cultural development for two reasons
I, u&} : ﬁhlm m, : € .ccp mﬂucncc.ofBuddhism in Chinese society. Even though  Influenc
i ‘m, Gmfu . clan: -8 rejected Bufid@sm as a faith, their writings adapted Buddhist
themes s and 350!111'\‘ " gﬂ;’.o Confucian interests and values. Second, neo-Confucianism
W cd cast li'vofmanl f%‘:falht over a very long term. In China, neo-Confucianism en-
twenti m‘ e m‘:i e ly recognized crcc@ from the Song dynasty until the early
: B ‘yf-nd in lands that fell within China’s cultural orbit—particularly
f;’r Iapa.l'}-—nco—COnﬁ.laamsm shaped phllosophm‘., political, and
or half a millennium and more.

b et

influenced the de-  ———
Zhu Xi ZHOQ SHEE

Bﬁam:mm and the dar al-Islam, Chinese socicty
boring lands during postclassical times. Chinese armics periodically




The Silla Dynasty

Chinese Influence
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rclations with Vietnam were
1 with Korea. When lang

. inese merchants cstablisl‘wd commercial rejyy Chis
tpopcied KOEC -y Vlc.‘::z;:;daf‘;‘vmmam. Chinc?“ tCChmqujs i EOVernmey ‘1)!11‘&; ) lﬂot‘ Wtu‘:z into the land that Chipes,
“;lh.]fpal:l::): ilutlapsc“:lsmpc public e ;;:f:r;l:::] ;T;:;:&: ?ntf»acp :x:\li‘iltri‘gn(sjl‘[;“c\c - g‘ﬂ”“;:;, Viet, they cn;‘o;: msrcd spirited
s itions won 3 ProT : intai isti * By ng , art of the Viet people
e ke G v v e e o
cans il e - also Chinese exapyy. ey e [
e s s T o e B L
S SOCCII\?:: ! \fﬂ“’"ﬂ’ b the Viets into Chinese socj-
ing around . foﬂ’,‘; us their predecessors had absorbed
; | e peoples of the Yangzi River
m pe Ny .
Kovea an‘d VW””: - +o Korea and Vietnam on campaigns of imperial expang, ' Wm rcac:;z ?:Loitt:d C :hmcsc
Chinese armics vcnt‘-“" dynasties. As the Han dynasty weakened, however l<)~n - Mﬂlmcm : gation systems
as carly as the Qin and Han y:ts that ousted Chinese forces from both lands ()vixl : M,;;’Chme‘“, schools and administra-
aristocrats organized movc(:lﬂc asty did Chinese resources once again enable nml[n y s’ iques. Like tl:lclr Korean counter-
during the ‘powcrﬁxl Tang. ;']“c it \paigns. Although the two lands responded dm: k L _.mgﬁt‘cs s.tudlcd Confucmnl texts
authorifies tO mount 13’3:1 :;Pansions both borrowed Chinese political and C““Urai . M@genmm 1inations .bascd on a Chinese-
ently to Chinese impera! their societies. ; Mn" afld ch.t traders marketed
traditions and used themin Tang armies conguered much of Korea before y n China. ‘{letnatnesc authori-
During the scvcntfle;wmz;cm Chinese domination of the peninsula. Both T‘“:c .red into tributary rclati(.)nships
native Silla dymﬂy rallied to p void a long and costly conflict, so they agreed ¢ 8 y hinese court. Yet the Viets re- o
snd Sills authodtes prcfc:rrcd tt%accs withdrew from Korea, and the Silla king rccs 3 sented ¢ inese efforts to dominate the B Py
litical compromise: Chmcsh; “; erlord. In theory, Korea was a vassal state in 4 y i‘ - Wm and they mounted a series of
el she TR E howcvcr i(orca was in most respects an indecndm‘l : & against Tang authorities. As the W
Chinese empire. In practice, d(;nas ;,,—udcntly maintained cordial relations with it ; WMM during the early tenth cen- \ Y
kingdom, allthough the ruling oy " the Viets won their independence and b o
powerful ncighbor. d into a tributary relationship with China. Envoys of the Silla resisted later Chinese efforts at Tang dynasty pottery 1.
s cn?c:-cdu;ifts to Chinese emperors and performed the kowtow, but ial expansion to the south. Vietnamese danc F o
R rcgulady g e benefits to the Koreans. In return for their “W a, Vietnam differed from tributary relationg, “
L southeast Asian performg ;

t considerabl ; ke
those conoesswm 'bmugh emacy, they received gifts more valuable than the tribue China in many ways. Many Vietnamese re- :
recognition of Chinesc supr e e butary relationship opened the doors for Bl Riiaenous religions in prefe:- Where sophisticated urban cop,
they delivered to China. Morcover, i 7 apprediated their exotic enterts

in China. b
Korean merchants t0 trade in facilitated the spread of Chinese politicaland 2

inment
nme

prominent role in Viet-

aﬂ;ﬁn n‘:gl;l;f: tl:: b;gz Embamesp delivering tr_ibute to China inclu§cd K?rca: and economy than Qid their counterparts in Ching Sop

rdya.l officials who observed the workings Oftb‘ Chinese court and bbun;lcaucrac? e unated local and regional markets for centuries t B

then organized the Korean court on su-mlzrlmcs The Slll,a kings CVCllll u télnczik‘?g, 7 ventures closed to women in the more rigidl; ;\.Lm‘.;‘ hal s

cal at Kumsong modeled on the Tang capital at Chang’an. As we a; f‘?)ﬂ ?ur:md 5 »: : rchal s

tribute embassics included scholars who studied Chinese [}}ought anh ,llm;ia to build 3 ¢S€ tl'ad'ltllons found a place in the southern land. Viet

who took copies of Chinese writings back to Korea. Their cffo;ts~ L-Scarislocﬁﬂ- 1 aed an administrative system and bureaucracy modeled v

Korean interest in the Confucian u-mditipn‘, par nc.‘ularly among ¢ u“jtﬁ s attracll b ;'m‘ classes _prt‘parcd for their careers by pursuing a Cont -

While Korean elite classes turned to Confucius, Chinese schools :i)f B;v;dﬁnl e _Bndgmsm L v

widespread popular interest. Chan Buddhism, which promised indi E Mawmg Thus, like Korea, Vietnam absorbed political and cul
) g@ma and reflected the development of a larger cast Asian soc

wmctgna and Koroc: diﬁ‘é::igx;dmany,rcspccu. Most notably, pcrhaQS, a{:tg;;:: 3
and royal houses dominated Korean society much more than was the cas¢ ;n -t
Although the Korean monarchy sponsored Chinese schools and a Qonfu;t n
nation system, Korea never established a burcaucracy based otllll ;nlfar:dssu;f o
ng md SOﬂs Chl 'm_ .Paa"”w I’l'in.]ﬂ.mn ve re 5 s ﬁfmlyflr; 5 hbor cnsuer M‘ i d Japan’ but Chinese traditions dL'L"r‘i\ influenced Japa
e “%cmﬂsm e o lt:n[zlozv;ltru:al U'aiitions' idevelopment. The carliest inhabitants of Japan were 00

Korea reflected the influence of Chinese Ponﬁ‘d St Asia who migrated to Japan about thirty-five thousand
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material culture, and religion derived from their

bareny g,

i heast Asia. Later migrants, who arrived in several waves from the
introduced cultivation of rice, bronze and iron metallurgy, and h(‘AK()rQ;\n

the population of the Japanes¢ islands grew and built a settled .m“- s.cs inte
s dominated by anistocratic clans emerged. By the middl\offkultu,dl
several dozen states ruled small regions. ¢ of the fir,
verful Sui and Tang dynasties in China had re

ted the value of centralized imperial go\.r_L_Pcrcus,
tic clans in Japan insisted on its precedence over the ()“‘lnmcm
though in er wielded effective authority outside its territory l‘“:"\ al-
Japan. ]nspircd by the Tang example, this clan claimed imperial authority lnldtcmrdl
duced a series of reforms designed to centralize Japanese politics. The imb;ﬁ | intrg
established Jed on that of the Tang, instituted a Clmms,:_m\,lcal hoyse
cracy, implemented an equal-field system, provided official support for Confy dureay.
and Buddhism, and in the year 710 moved to a new capital city at Nara (“Cark“‘nl\m
Kyoto) that was 2 replica of the Tang capital at Chang’an. Never was Chinese i::l‘)dqn
more prominent in Japan than during the Nara period (710-794 C.E.). uence

Yet Japan did not Jose its distinctive characteristics or become simply a sy

model of Chinese society- While adopting Confucian and Buddhist tradi‘li;) smaller
d to observe the rites of Shinto :::J:um
> their in

China, for example, the Japanese continue
digenous religion, which revolved around the veneration of ancestors and a h
A NOSst of

nature spirits and deities. Japanese society reflected the influence of Chinese trad
¢ trads-

tions but still developed along its own lines.
The experiences of the Heian, Kamakura,
this point. In 794 the emperor of Japan cransferred his court from Nara to a new]
oto). During the next four ccx1i;1:c5'\

constructed capital at nearby Heian (modern Ky
Heian became the scat of a refined and sophisticated society that drew inspirati
i ration

also elaborated distinctively Japanesc political and cultural traditions

heir language,

Nara Japan
sions in Japan, where they sugges

One of the aristocra
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