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In

. the prophet Muh isi \
632 CE-t : P _u ammad visited s Native ity of pm ;
Medina, and in doing so he set an example tha €Cca from his home in exlle at

t d
since. The hajj—the holy piigrimage o zmnnm:ahﬂmc,»\_z:vm__aw have sought to emulate ever
from all parts of the world to Saugj Arabia, £ uslims by the hundreds of thousands

and air to make the pilgrimage and visit g,

In centuries past the numbers of pilgrim

was no less conscientious. By the ninth ce,

jim rulers went to some lengths to meet th

with the approach of the pilgrimage sea
cowds gathered at major trading centers

lived in tent cities, surviving on food and

ch Kmmq Muslims travel to Mecca by land, sea

e holy sites of Islam.

S Were smaller, put their observance of the hajj
Ury, pilgrimage had become SO popular that Mus-
€ needs of travelers passing through their lands
son—the last month of the Islamic lunar calendar—
such as Baghdad, Damascus, and Cairo, There they
Wwater provided by government officials, until they

nt

could join caravans bound for Mecca. Muslim rulers Invested considerable sums in the mainte-

nance of roads, wells, cisterns, and lodgi

ngs that accommodated pilgrims—as well as castles

and police forces that protected travelers—on their journeys to Mecca and back.
The hajj was not only solemn observance but also an occasion for joy and celebration.

Muslim rulers and wealthy pilgrims often

made lavish gifts to caravan companions and others

they met en route to Mecca. During her famous hajj of 976-977, for example, the Mesopota-

mian princess Jamila bint Nasir al-Dawla
low pilgrims and furnished five hundred
freedom for five hundred slaves and dis
people of Mecca.

provided food and fresh green vegetables for her fel-
camels for handicapped travelers. She also purchased
ibuted fifty thousand fine robes among the common

Most pilgrims did not have the resources to match Jamila's generosity, but for common
travelers, too, the hajj became a special occasion. Merchants and craftsmen made acquain-
tances and arranged business deals with pilgrims from other lands. Students and scholars ex-
changed ideas during their weeks of traveling together. For all pilgrims, participation in ritual
activities lent new meaning and significance to their faith.

The word Islam means “submission,

only deity recognized in the strictly monotheistic Islamic refigion.

* signifying obedience to the rule and will of Alfah, the
An individual who accepts

the Islamic faith is a Muslim, meaning ‘one who has submitted.” Though it began as one Bm.sw
expression of unqualified faith in Allah, Islam quickly attracted followers and took on political

and social as well as religious significance. During the mﬁ. century
Islam reached far beyond its Arabian homeland, bringing 5asa
Byzantine empire into its orbit. By the eighth century the reaim of |
k- fw:m stood as political and economic anchors of the poSICRSICAHMCTE

OPPOSITE: A sixteenth-century Turkis

3t Mecca in the mosque surrounding the Ka'ba.

of the new faith's existence,
nid Persia and parts of the
slam and the Byzantine em-

postclassical world.

h manuscript depicts pilgrims praying
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Some northern Arabs went to great
lengths 10 demonstrate thelr devotion o
Christianity. This structure, carved out of
sheer rock along the wall of a ravine at
Petra in modern-day Jordan, served as

amonastery.
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that means th:

A Prophet and His World

arose in the Arabian peninsula, and the new ~...,.:m.::.~, _M_”MA-“H_Mv_*.,c”“_,c.ﬁnd_ ~,_F. 50

o , ltural conditions of its homeland. Unv:.~ Z:.M_.., & A € Peningy|,
cial .:& .r u osaibic only o the well-watered area of ::n.: in the z%:: and i
e s the city of Medina, where oases provide water. Yet humgy,
i d Arabia for millennia. Nomadic peoples knowy 25
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values also found a pl

from Greek and Indian tra :

but, rather, fashioned it by blendi 5
While drawing influence from O

i€ term,

Islam

and

a few other pl ;

communities have occupie '
d -amels, migr

bedouin kepr herds of sheep, goats, and camels, mig 8 ese

for their animals. The bedouin organized themselves in family

aces, such

Mﬂ__ﬂ%w_ﬂ“ﬂm_ﬂ_ﬁ_ﬂgﬂ, %”H:.,_Ei_w and their .”:::m&p:., families g.nnw:ang wun.:‘:.«ﬂ on thejr
larger kinship networks for support in times ﬁ,; :n.a.a. _:,p: cnvironment as _Jm.a,mr and
unforgiving as the Arabian desert, cooperation with kin often made the ,a_:n?._:,r.
between death and survival. Bedouin peoples developed a strong sense of _:EE. to
their clans and guarded their common interests with determination. Clan identities

and loyalties survived for centuries after the appearance of Islam.
g-distance trade networks of the post-

Arabia also figured prominently in the lon
‘ommodities arrived at ports on the Persian Gulf (near modern Bah-
Aden), and the Red Sea (near Mecca) and then

classical era. C
rain), the Arabian Sea (near modern
camel caravan to Palmyra or Damascus, which offered access to
C.E., Arabia became an Increasingly

a
traveled overland by
n the east and Persia and Byzan-

¥

the Mediterranean basin. After the third century
important link in trade between China and India i
/ith the weakening of classical empires, trade routes across central
Asia had become insecure. Merchants abandoned the overland routes in favor of sea Yo " . . : § ; any me
lanes connecting with land routes in the Arabian peninsula, Trade passing across the psitinn ol M g e BT 5 e
ant for the city of Mecca, which became an important ifertin sanks ol the el . e Titie. Tl roads Aeomns
. By age thirty Muhammad had established himself as a merc E: ¢ madeac
fortable life for himself in Arabian society, where peoples of different _.n:.mcccm and
cultural traditions regularly dealt with one another. Most Arabs Rnom:_mma -
gods, goddesses, demons, and nature spirits whose favor they .wocm.”n N“_‘ccmm M_Hw/ MM»
The prophet Muhammad came into this world of nomadic bedouin herders and mer and sacrifices. Large communities of Jewish merchants .»._vc Mwwrmfrwﬂmﬂm?og, —
into a reputable family of merchants in Mecca, Muham- bia, and, especially in the north, many Arabs Jwawﬁ%,«._rn”ngzn ,wvoca _c.,aw.ﬂ.ma e
was six years old. His hammad’s time. Although he Was noe dosply:ka Wm sthe. Eie may eien Bave
; Christianity, Muhammad had a basic understanding n,v?cz iy ik Teoarisby i
v a, where he would certainly have dealt wit Jewis

tium in the west. W

peninsula was especially import
site of fairs and a stopping point for caravan traffic.

Mubammad and His Message

Muhammad’s

Early Life chants. Born about 570 C.E.

mad ibn Abdullah lost both of his parents by the time he

ME%&..;:%J&& m:nr.. mm,?d for him and provided him with an education, but Muham- :

acts carly life was difficult, As 4 young man, he worked for a woman named Khadija, traveled by caravan to Syri
Christian merchants.

a wealthy widow w/ :
Y widow whom he marrjed about 595 ., Through this marriage he gained 2
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ransformation His experience left him :.::ra m C " led the universe, that idolatry and :P» Only .5.,.
2t W (“God” at he % : 1€ Fe &
true deity, Allah (“God :V_,a”na o wickedness, and that Allah would mc::n_?ﬂ:mzp,
tion of other mc&‘ »ﬁc_.ns.ﬁ&:m the righteous and punishing the wickeq M(:sw hig
EQM::S: sl Sm ,:_Mwam, which he understood as messages or revelationg ww.c r_:e:v
mad experienced Vi > : ORI ' Tew: R L |
a&:ﬂ&ﬂ through the archangel Gabr icl .?_mo ?romciﬁa E. Jews and 0_:?3:»:.5,
special messenger of God), instructing him to .Q.n_m_: his faith to others, [ a_m 5
set out to construct a new religion by combining clements of Arab, Jeyjg, * "t
Christian beliefs. In light of his cultural context, _z,::u.,ﬁw, IL1S NOL SUrprising ¢}, o
shared numerous specific beliefs with Jews and Christians—and indeed 4, 4 he
Zoroastrians, whose views had profoundly influenced the development of _9,3353
; daism and Christianity. In any €as¢, in accordance J;:.. ._3m:znac:m transmig Ju-
| him by Gabriel, Muhammad began to expound his faith to his family and ¢do
s friends. Gradually, others showed interest in .:_m Bnmmmmw,.»sa by about 62 M_ox
| < zealous and expanding minority of Mecca’s citizenry had joined his circle, “E.
e Quran Muhammad originally presented oral recitations of the revelations he rece; So T IREREN + s ;
during his visions. As the Islamic community grew, his followers prepared Mnn.?a B ok doctre foxsi lug, 39y, ) 2
texts of his teachings. During the early 650s devout Muslims compiled VIitten <hin/ofth ds artistic representati ——
= 5 e piled these wr; the worship of their images as idols, Aith ons of Muhammad and
versions of Muhammad’s revelations and issued them as the Quran (“recitatiop» i produced paintings of _s::ms._amn. ough artists of previous centuri Aliah to prevent
:o.:, book of Islam. A work of magnificent poetry, the Quran communicates 1), the calligraphy. This handsome page f huua_n art has emphasized maoa_._ﬂ_”” Mnmwwu.osm_z
erful and moving terms Muhammad’s understanding of Allah and his relatio 10 poy- early tenth century. 2 Quran written on vellum dates qaa.m” ”_-“..Hs
world, and it serves as the definitive authority for Islamic religious doctri it by
organization. ctrine and sogjy|
. %ﬁm: WSB the O:.EP several other sources have provided moral and rejo; v_‘oaoﬁnm 9 G K biand ovutelys i
m“:w:nn Mcw.ﬁ Mwﬁ_ﬂ_n community. Most important after the Quran are :ma_moa cute the prophet and his followers nes, the ruling elites of Mecca began to perse-
' as hadith, which include sayings attributed to M 1Hons 2 5 ;
\ uhammad and acc The pressure became so gre: :
rophet’ el : ; accounts o great that some s
M.:M anmmnmmn&. wnma__ .rc=uwnoa of hadith appeared between the ninth and n_nom nﬁ_n (modern Ethiopia). Muhammad himself Rﬂz&cﬁﬁssﬁﬂa s followers fled to Abyssinia ~ The Hijra
! .E., and Muslim scholars have often taken th : : Yen too fled and joined : ned in Mecea until 622 ¢.E., whe
of the Quran. Re foct em as guides for inte ; joined a group of his followers in Yathrib, a ri : i
. . Regarded as less authoritative than tl Tpretation 214 mil in Yathrib, a rival trading city 345 ki
e he Quran and the /adi ; ters (214 miles) north of Mecca. Muslims ¢ : S A4S e
important as inspirations for Islami he hadith, but stil : : ca. Muslims called the v i i
P amic thought, were vari by > but still meaning “the city of th » ir new home Medina (*“the city,”
scribing social and le : Jed arious additional early w ty of the prophet”). Known as the hijra (“migrati 4
gal customs, biographies o : y works de- move to Medi / : wias the bijra (“migration”), Muhammad’s
on the Quran. , blograp f Muhammad, and plous commentaries In Znnnw_w\w mmj s mm%”w Mz—agm EIR" e gl Mg B_Qmﬁ v
uhammad had lived withi . . )
st ot s o [ O .E:E.: the .nmSc:mr.na. political framework and ~ The Umma
Mubammad’s &«Wﬁ&&.@& to Medsi himself at the head of a small m.nﬁ e .&Bn:mﬁ& 6 bia fti. Jo/Mcing be g
Conflict at M earnn : ut growing society in exile that needed guidance i
Mecca : y practical as well as spiri : g _ Brucancoin
Hﬂw growing popularity of Muhammad’s preaching b ; munity called nranM_Mﬁ:m,_, alfiies, Kl Sep o e his followers into a cohesive com-
H_SM:M_ _n_:nm at Mecca. Conflict centered on relj & R.V:E: him into conflict with the prehensive legal and . A _noswacni i Ea. o s P A
ki ah was the only divine power in the ::?m_c:m issues, Muhammad’s insistence R cmn_o i.ﬂ”_oD» code. ma M& this community both in daily prayers to
nsive ers g e > with enem i C
oy and .mp:m.nac& as well, since it s mn struck many polytheistic Arabs as the economic welfare of th e garnu, ted oa.»n.q places. He looked after
me ght to wield influence over human affaj ged long-recognized deities and spirits and sometimes by | e e e bAoAy
..;2;5:. Mecca’s ruling clites, who were ~~_m:.w.: The tensions also had a personal di- difficult da nw», r« »::n%_ﬂm raids against caravans from Mecca. Remembering the
a perso SO = ; ; ys of his youth, i 1 ]
g nal affront and a threat to their posii the city’s wealthiest merchants, took it h o s prvEicel relief for widows, orphans, and the poor, and
as moral wickedness that Allah o their position when Muhammad d ,a d Fpadealmeghing 4 gRUCaPALE
ah w o mad denounced gree )\ Y . 0, g g 3
~ Muhammad’s attack op ac%:_a punish, 8 o %:7»35»&W understanding of his religious mission expanded during his years at  The “Seal
Wi 7 atry ed A & o
ho A‘E:nn and profited from th y also represented an economic threat to those = %». .w.? began to refer to himself as a prophet, indeed as the “seal of the of the Prophets
e and pilgrims to Mecca. The be € many shrines to deities that att d _ ,~ m phets”—the final prophet through whom Allah would reveal his message to
— . ¥ 2 S ~ cte »rchants . ‘ : . o
Quran (koo-RAHN) mcaaﬂa to be the dwelling cm known of thoge shrines was a lar Swﬂo _n_zﬁwg_usm ”_ Eﬂ:_caa. ishaminer KT S N
. » . e s C (0] i haeli . i
Rete (SASE bk _:_CE: as the Ka’ba, it drew wo, m%csn_.m:_ deity. Housed in a ¢ % g :.mn aaﬂ e w:aw ets, :,_.r:.:::m Abraham, Moses, and Jesus, and he held the Hebrew scnptures
able wealth to Mecca, As Myp, rshipers from all over Arab; A Y § the Christian New Testament in high esteem. He also accepted his predecessors’
uhammad relentlessly conde ia and _u.::_ ght nc@i:f m#.so%swau Allah was the same omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, and exclusive
mned the idolatry officialy eity as the Jews’ Yahweh and the Christians’ God. Muhammad taught, however, that
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Sources from the Past

The foundation of the Ilamic faith is the un,
in the Quran. Throuah his visions Mubammad came 8@
. . : )
sustainer of the world in the manney of the Jews 8&”\“
who rec

message would suffer cternal punishment, bus those

It blessings.

In the name of Allah, most benevolent, ever-merciful.
All praise be to Allah,

Lord of all the worlds,

Most beneficent, ever-merciful,

x King of the Day of Judgement.
___ You alone we worship, and to You

alone turn for help.
\ Guide us (O Lord) to the path that is straight,

The path of those You have blessed,
Not of those who have carned Your anger,
nor those who have gone astray. . . .
\ Verily men and women who have come to submission,
| men and women who are believers,
men and women who are devout,
| truthful men and women,
men and women with endurance,
| men and women who are modest,
.‘. men and women who give alms,
\ men and women who observe fasting,
| men and women who guard their private parts,
and those men and women who remember God a

I grear deal,
\ for them God has forgiveness and a great reward.

v e N
| No believing men and women have any choice in a

|
| matter

!
| after God and His Apostle [i.c., Muhammad] have

,\ decided it.

Whoever disobeys God and His Apostle

has clearly lost the way and gone astray. . . .
| O you who believe, remember God a great deal
! And sing His praises morning and evening. :
! Itis He who sends His blessings on you,

{

| souRcE: Al-Quran: 4 Contemporary Transiation. T
1984, pp. 11, 358, 359, 540, 559. « it

The Quran on Allah and His Expectation
; lah,

inana:\“sﬂmmwﬁn:t Allah as the one and AL il

b i L who rejecte ah and p; |

and the Christans God. These nd hig |

by Ahmed Ali. Princeton: Princeton University Press,

I

s of Humankind
and his plan for the world as outljy,, "

s natiere,
only god, the creatoy ayg |

agnized and obeved himt would receive bis mercy and Secuy,

do) His angels, that He may lead you out

as ( ; :
of darkness into light,

for He is benevolent to the believers. . . .

I call to witness .
the early hours of the morning,

And the night when dark and still,
Your Lord has neither left you,
nor despises you.
What is to come is better for you
than what has gone before;
For vour Lord will certainly give you,
and .vdn will be content.
Did He not find you an orphan
and take care of you?
Did He not find you poor
and enrich you?
So do not oppress the orphan,
And do not drive
the beggar away,
And keep recounting the favours of your Lord. . . .
Say: “He is God
the one the most unique,
God the immanently indispensable.
He has begotten no one,
and is begotten of none.
There is no one comparable to Him.”

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION
Compare the Quran’s teachings on the relationship be-

26.«: Allah and human beings with the views of Zoro-
astrians, Jews, and Christians discussed in earlier chapters.
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The Establishment of Islaw, i, Arvabig

Throughout their sojourn at Medin,, Muhammag is f
mately to return to Mecca, which was bog, :E:.,ﬂ .Em his followers planned ulti
bia. [n 629 C.E. they arranged with th E::::.,Vq.: and the leading city of Ara-
pilgrimage to the Ka’ba, but they were Not content “,r_,:“: v_.._:_n:,,.f in the annual
tacked Mecca and conquered the city, T hey forced the ...,_MM Ay .
faith, and .H:Q imposed a government dedicated to Efrrwm_”v.ﬂr_;.: Z.:_r:::r:. s
pagan mT::a and replaced them with mosques, 7::&:# :.nnva — - a_rw__‘ﬁ_ﬁ., A::.
sense of m»ﬁna:e,ﬁ.m .:wa community where Muslims gath M.uT 1 f X:._m it vS instill a
Ka’ba escaped their efforts to cleanse Mecca of el Eosrcﬁ . or prayers. Only the
Muhammad and his followers denied that the Ka'ba :.pw_”.._wwﬂm e
they preserved Hrn, Emmr rock and its housing as a symbol of 7?2.,””0.: o n,_.:..awﬁ.:‘
allowed only n.rn *.u:_...r.__ to approach the shrine, and in 632 Zr_rw_:wﬁ_nhn__wn_wﬂc_». HMM
the first Islamic pilgrimage to the Ka’ba, thus establishing the hajj as an example for
all devout Muslims. Building on the conquest of Mecea, Muhammad and his mcscﬂ.

Muhammad's
Return to Mecca

ers _u::r,:ng, E::ua.m:m against o:z_.‘ﬁcs._; and bedouin clans, and by the time of
the m:‘cv:.nn 8 death in 632, shortly affer his haj, they had brought most of Arabia
under their control.

Muhammad’s faith and his personal leadership decisively shaped the values and the  The Five Pillars
development of the Islamic community. The foundation of the Tslamic faith as elabo- of Islam
rated by Muhammad consists of obligations known as the Five Pillars of Islam: (1) Mus-
lims must acknowledge Allah as the only god and Muhammad as his prophet. (2) They
must pray to Allah daily while facing Mecca. (3) They must observe a fast during the
daylight hours of the month of Ramadan. (4) They must contribute alms for the relief
of the weak and poor. (5) And, in honor of Muhammad’s visits to Mecca in 629 and

632, those who are physically and financially able must undertake the hajj and make at
least one pilgrimage to Mecca. During the centuries since its appearance, Islam has
generated many schools and sects, each with its own particular legal, social, and doctri-
nal features, The Five Pillars of Islam, however, constitute a simple but powerful frame-
work that has bound the #mma into a cohesive community of faith. j
Some Muslims, though by no means all, have taken jihad as an »a&mcsm_ obliga- Jihad
tion for the faithful. The term jikad literally means “struggle,” and Muslims have

es in various ways. In one sense, jihad imposes spiritual and
vice and evil. In another

understood its imperativ va
moral obligations on Muslims by requiring them to combat o ding
sense, jihad calls on Muslims to struggle against ignorance and unbelief by %Rﬂsﬁm

the word of Islam and secking converts to the faith. In some circumstances,
liging Muslims to take up the sword and wage war
law, 1

also involves physical struggle, ob
cribed by the Five Pillars, Islamic holy

S S

slamic Law:
The Sharia

against unbelievers who threaten Islam.
Beyond the general obligations pres
known as the sharia, emerged during the ce
tailed guidance on proper behavior in p._Bo”s pYery
and legal scholars, the sharia drew its inspiration €

nturies after Muhammad and c:.nnn.a 9.
aspect of life. Elaborated by jurists

pecially from the Quran and the

shari'a (shah-REE-ah)
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the Q:czb,ww.e.. empire OW,HMMH_MMM:WMTG Abbasid empire entered a period of 4,
Soon w?:, Harun u_.m»ﬂc:.m sons seriously damaged Abbasid authority, and ,,

cline. Civil war _unn.inn_umra became a recurring pr oblem for the dynasty. Provip,

putes over succession I of disorder in the ruling house by acting independently

governors took »&»mewmv_nansgm imperial policies and delivering taxes to By,

the caliphs: imﬁn local bases of power and in some cases actually seceded from
it up i

dad, they bu i d peasant rebellions, which o

y B " hile, pol ular uprisings an P ons, which often
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hose difficulties, !
_o:M: c”m“wnc_nww “,(Mcmmmo_n extinguished the dynasty in 1258. In 945 members of

i ily sei ol of Baghdad and established their clan as ihe
?a_»:vu_mw_m %“: Mwm““wrmwww Later, m:mﬁna& authorities in Baghdad fell under
mﬂ.ﬂnﬂa_ of the Saljuq Turks, a nomadic people .m_‘o_d central Asia who also in
vaded the Byzantine empire. In responsc to _.nvn_:o.:m mounted by peasants i
provincial governors, authorities in Baghdad allied with %.n mu::cm,. who bega
enter the Abbasid realm and convert to Islam about the Ea.ﬁo.:m: century. By
mid-eleventh century the Saljugs effectively no_..c.o:n.a the >vg$a, empire. D
the 10505 they took possession of Baghdad, and during n.:n ?:oé:m.a?&? \
extended their authority to Syria, Palestine, and Anatolia. They retained Abbasid

caliphs as nominal sovereigns, but for two centuries, until the u::_p_. of the ,_ n-
gols, the Saljug swlran (“chieftain” or “ruler”) was the true source of power in the
«

Abbasid empire.

Economy and Society
of the Early Islamic World

In the dar al-Ilam, as in other agricultural societies, peasants tilled the land as their
ancestors had done for centuries before them, while manufacturers and :z:.‘E:s.
supported a thriving urban economy, Here, as in other lands, the creation of _:m.ﬂ
empires had dramatic economic implications. The Umayyad and Abbasid emp'r®

created a zone of trade, exchange, and communication stretching from India 0

g 5 ¥ - for
Iberia. Commerce throughout this zone served as a vigorous economic stimulus

both the countryside and the cities of the early Islamic world.

New Crops, Agricultural Experimentation,
and Urban Growth

As soldiers, administrators, diplomats, and merchants traveled through
& Idam, they encountered plants, animals, and agricultural techs ,
~ empire’s various regions. They often introduced pa
gions. The most important of the transplants traveled
west Asia, Arabia, Egypt, north Africa, Sp
. 5 Sicily, and Sardinia. They includ

arieties of sorghum and wheat: \ .
friits such as oranges, lemons, limes, b
industrial crops such as cotton. indig
. jon of these crops into the west

g effects. New food crops led to 2
ities of food available because they ¢
i In much of the Islamic world, summers
left their fields fallow during that scason
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matic increase in food supplics. A ,
3 i he most important of these
Some new crops had industrial uscs. 1 F €SC Wag ¢

which became the basis for a thriving textile industry throughout much,
lamic world. Indigo and henna vielded dyes that textile manufacturers useqy

quantities.
Travel and cor
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mmunication in the &a‘.a\.zau- also encouraged exp
with agricultural methods. Culuvators paid n__own, .5”__.:_“:::.. ._:m:_*..:_, of
fertilization, crop rotation, and the like, Em_n_ —M el o.—._,‘n:p__”r_::ﬂ_.q ,_# ings in hy,
of agricultural manuals. Copies of these works EZH C sy »,J us manusc
Dl idely throughout the Islamic world. % he combined effect of ney,
circulated widely productive agricultural economy, y

e - ar more
i /ed techniques was @ far
s ::1@:%“”@0«%5 cconomic growth throughout the dar al-Islam.
D 4 i F
E_‘::Mcwn.mhwﬁ_ um:.nEEE_ production contributed to the rapid growth of ¢ ,
: i

ts of the Islamic world from India to Spain. Delhi, m.—::_._‘ﬁ.,.:a, Bukhara, ;
mm»._.n > Isfahan, Basra, Baghdad, Damascus, Hn«cmm_n:.f Cairo, Alexand
mnn_”:www_.ﬂh.:w Hp:m,*nn Cérdoba, and Toledo were all bustling cities, some wig,

ulations of several hundred thousand people. All these &.ﬁ_ﬁm had flouris ling
g thousands of u_dm»:w..&,p?maas,. and Bn,,.r.z_:? Z,:,: of them
nt centers of industrial production, particularly of text

glassware, leather
steel.

One new industry
peared in Islamic cities
the Abbasid era: paper
facture. Chinese cr e
had made paper since the firg
century C.E., but their
nology did not spread fa
yond China until Arab
defeated a Chinese a
the battle of Talas River in
751 and took prisoners skilled
in paper production. Paper
was cheaper and casicr
than writing materials such as
vellum sheets made from calf
skin, and it soon became pop-
ular throughout the Islamic
world. Paper facilitated the
.~ keeping of administrative and
commercial records, and it
made possible the dissemind
tion of books and treatises I
Jarger quantities than ¢\¢r
before. By the tenth centi
mills produced paper 1 Per-
sia, Mesopotamia, Arad
Egypt, and Spain, and the i
dustry soon spread to west:
ern Europe.

supportin
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hemispheric, economy.
When they overran the Sasanid empire,

conquerors brought

Muslim N A map produced in the eleventh cen
the v_‘o%n—.o.cm trading n_n_.mv geographer al-drisi shows the jands K € ,
of central Asia under control by Muslim merchants and r: ndr .
= - 2 n
ofthe expanding dar al-Islam. dance with Muslim cartographic convention, th. _
Mery, Nishapur, Bukhara, and places south at the top and north at i1 - ”

Gamarka d were long-estab-
lished commercial centers, and they made it possible
over a revived silk roads network extending from ¢ - "
nean in the west. Thus Muslim merchants were able to take advantage of ¢
road networks originally built during the classical era by imy
; Persia, and the Mediterranean basin. Umayyad and Abbasid 1
that they inherited because they provided splendid routes for
istrative officials traveling through the dar al-Islam. But those
cellent highways for merchants as well as missionaries and
roads could be remarkably speedy and efficient. After the tenth cer
" the Muslim rulers of Egypt regularly imported ice from tl
& palace in Cairo. Even during the summer months, they received five
weekly to cool their food and drink.

Overland trade traveled mostly by camel caravan. Althoug
often uncooperative beasts, camels endure the 1
oxen, horses, or donkeys. Moreover, when fitted w ith a well
can carry heavy loads. During the early centuries €.t the ma
spread throughout Arabia, north Affica, southwest Asia, and cent
became the favored beasts of burden in deserts and other dry regions
§§ more common, the major cities of the Islamic we
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I
N this thirteenth-century manuscript iflustration, mer-

ch.

m_uﬂsnu at a slave market in southern Arabia deal in black

s es captured in sub-Saharan Africa. Slaves traded in
lamic markets also came from Russia and eastern

Europe.
From the Hellenistic Mediterranean they borrowed the astrolabe, an instrument that
enabled them to calculate latitude.

Thus equipped, Arab and Persian mariners ventured throughout the Indian Ocean
basin, calling at ports from southern China to southeast Asia, Ceylon, India, Persia,
Arabia, and the eastern coast of Afica. The twelfth-century Persian merchant Ramisht
of Siraf (a flourishing port city on the Persian Gulf) amassed a huge fortunc from
long-distance trading ventures. One of Ramisht’s clerks once returned to Siraf a
commercial voyage to China with a cargo worth half a million dinars—gold ¢
were the standard currency in the Islamic world. Ramisht himself was one
wealthiest men of his age, and he spent much of his fortune on pious causcs. He out
fitted the Ka'ba with a Chinese silk cover that reportedly cost him cighteen thousand
dinars, and he also founded a hospital and a religious sanctuary in Mecca.

Banks Banking also stimulated the commercial economy of the Islamic world, Banks had
operated since classical antiquity, but Islamic banks of the Abbasid period conducted
business on a much larger scale and provided a more extensive range of services than
did their predecessors. They not only lent money to entreprencurs but also served as
brokers for investments and exchanged different currencies. They established mul
branches that honored letters of credit known as sakk—the root of the modern word
check—drawn on the parent bank. Thus merchants could draw letters of creditin o€
city and cash them in another, and they could settle accounts with distant busine®
partners without having to deal in cash.

aam%mm%n&% Trade bencfited also from technigues of business organization. Like banking, ¢

of I . techniques had precedents in classical Mediterranean society, but increasing volumes of

x ST o wt
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treprencurs to
ods of organi
ermore, Islamic law
.L.waﬂm_mcaa. for entrepre-
by explicitly recognizing
- forms of _ua_v,ﬁ.—nmm ijuj_,
certall® y Islamic business-
not to embark on
since an individ-
uld face financial ruin if an
o Cargo of commodities fell
nannano pirates Of went down
w_”&. 4 ship that sank in a storm.
with ike their counterparts
i other vomnn_mm&ﬁ»_ societies,
>¢vnma entrepreneurs often
oled their resources in group
3 m“an:n:n. 1f several individu-
1 o invested in several cargoes,
they could distribute their risks
and more casily absorb losses.
Furthermore, if several groups
of investors rented cargo space
on several different ships, they
%-n»n their risks even more. En-
frepreneurs entered into a vari-
ety of legally recognized joint
endeavors during the Abbasid
aliphate. Some involved simply
the investment of money in an
. enterprise, Whereas others called
~ forsome or all of the partners to
play active roles in their business
ventures.
>.m a result of improved transportation, expanded
i techniques o,m business organization, long-distance
. NM_.E. Muslim merchants dealt in silk and ceramics from ¢
vww.ubﬁﬂ—n— Hm—“unrn»mn Asia, and jewelry and fine texules
ol 58 J‘nun:_.nn_ beyond settled societies in China,
i can basin to distant lands that previously had not ¢
.EMgnn trade. They crossed the Sahara desert by ¢ t
ghwwwhnu and w_»mm for gold and slaves from the k es
o coastal Sm_o& of east Africa, where they obtained slaves as
gmﬁm ggﬂu,aﬂﬂ? as ﬁ.::z: skins. They engaged in trade wit
Pt B ¥ of the Dnieper and Volga rivers and obtained h
; e!.gﬁg skins, mE.m., honey, amber, and slaves as well as bulk ¢
| dlivestock. The vigorous economy of the Abbasid empire

Interior of the mosque at Cérdc
the late eighth century and en
and tenth centuries. One of t :
the dar al-Islam, the mosque rests ¢
and features nineteen aisles.

i ‘of Islamic Spain, known as al-Andalus, illustrates t
“distance trade during the Abbasid era. Most of
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Despite political and diplomanc tensions, al _Andalus participated actively in the

mercial life of the larger Islamic world- The merchant-scholar al-Marwani of ¢ >

doba, for example, made his hajj in 908 and Hrw: traveled to ._ZL and Indi,

commercial ventures. His profits amounted to thirty thousand dinars—al] of i “a
Ch

in a shipwreck during his rerurn home. :
e i creased the supply of food and enriched the diet of al-Ang

nb:.xz.wn& crops in 2 5 . ,
enabling merchants and manufacturers o conduct thriving businesses in cities g

Cordoba, Toledo, and Seville. Ceramics, painted tiles, lead crystal, and gold jey,
from al-Andalus enjoyed a reputation for excellence and helped pay for imported g

and the building of a magnificent capital city at O@&CG? Dur ,,:m, the tenth cep
Cordoba had more than 16 kilometers (10 miles) of lighted public roads as well 35 ;...
Jslamic schools, a gargantuan mosque, and a splendid library with four hundred :?H

sand volumes.
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The Changing Status of Wormen
Arabia long betore Muhammad’s time, but 41}
d to women in many other lands. They ¢ ﬂ“a
on their own initiative, and engage i

> wives, managed a successful ¢

A patriarchal society had emerged in
women enjoyed rights not accorde
legally inherit property divorce husbands
ness ventures. Khadija, the first of Muhammad
mercial business.

In some respects the
outlawed female infanricide,
than to their husbands and male
of their menfolk but as honorable
own rights and needs. Muhammad
related in early accounts of the prophet’s life,

have improved the lives of Muslim women.
For the most part, however, the Quran—and later the sharia as well—reinforced

male dominance. The Quran and Islamic holy law recognized descent through the
male line, and to guarantee proper inheritance, they placed a high premium on ge-
nealogical purity. To ensure the legitimacy of heirs, they subjected the social and sexual
lives of women to the strict control of male guardians—fathers, brothers, and hus-
bands. Though teaching that men should treat women with sensitivity and respect, the
Quran and the sharia permitted men to follow Muhammad’s example and take up ©0
four wives, whereas women could have only one husband, The Quran and the sharia
thus provided a religious and legal foundation for a decisively patriarchal society.
When Islam expanded into the Byzantine and Sasanid empires, it encountered
strong patriarchal traditions, and Muslims readily adopted Jong-standing customs
such as the veiling of women. Social and family pressures had induced upper-class
urban women to veil themselves in Mesopotamia as early as the thirteenth centary
B.C.E., and long before Muhammad the practice of veiling had spread to
the eastern Mediterranean. As a sign of modesty, upper-class urban wo
faces and ventured outsid ¢ their homes only in the company of servants or chap”
owogﬁ 50 as to discourage the attention of men. When Muslim Arabs conquer
50O Persia, and castern Mediterranean lands, they adopted the veiling

Quran enhanced the security of women in Arabian society. Iy
and it provided that dowries went directly to brides r

jans. It portrayed women not as the property
individuals, equal to men before Allah, with theie
*s kindness and generosity toward his wives, ag
also served as an example that may
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in a library near

Baghdad in the fine points of 1slamic law.

Al-Ghazali

Sufi Missionaries

Among the most effective Islamic missionarics were mystics known as Sufis
term Sufi probably came from the patched woolen garments favored by the n
Sufis did not deny Islamic doctrine, and indeed many of them had an advanced ¢
sion in Islamic theology and law. But they also did not find formal religious te
to be especially meaningful. Thus, instead of concerning themselves with fine poi
doctrine, Sufis worked to deepen their spiritual awareness. Most Sufis led pious and as-
cetic lives, Some devoted themsclves to helping the poor. A few gave up their posses-
sions and lived as mendicant beggars. Many sought a mystical, ecstatic I
Allah, relying on rousing sermons, passionate singing, or spirited dancing g
them to a state of high emotion. Muslim theologians sometimes mistrusted Sufis, fear
ing that in their lack of concern for doctrine they would adopt erroncous beliefs. Never
theless, after the ninth century Sufis became increasingly popular in Muslim soci

because of their piety, devotion, and eagerness to minister to the needs of their

human beings.
Most important of the ¢

arly Sufis was the Persian theologian al-Ghazali ( 10581111

who argued that human reason was too frail to understand the nature of Al

hence could not explain the mysteries of the world. Only through devotic nd guid

ance from the Quran could human beings begin to appreciate the un and

power of Allah. Indeed, al-Ghazali held that philosophy and human re

vain pursuits that would inevitably lead to confusion rather than understanding
Sufis were especially effective as missionaries because they emphasized devoon @

Allah above mastery of doctrine, They sometimes encouraged individ wals 1o revere

Allah in their own ways, even if those ways did not have a basis in the Quran- Thel

iquencss
asoning Were

Where 2
,gyﬁwﬂﬁmian»z—urna religious faiths such as Zoroastrianism,
ot ¥ Hinduism had enjoyed a mass following for centurics.

3 :  ..
. Through song, dance, and ecstatic experiences, sometimes enhanced by wine, Persian Sufis
expressed their devotion to Allah, as in this sixteenth-century painting.

ﬁﬁ“%”n@mﬁ%“%oﬁ ovwa—”e.wsr.n of ?.n.‘r_a:_r. customs, for example,
themselves led as .i:r an_:nm.nnnom:_.?g and revered in other
whom n#nu. cetic and holy lives, W hich won them the respect ¢
-gwsﬁavnnwnrnm. Because of their kindness, holiness, tolerance, and ¢
Sufis attracted numerous converts particularly in lands suc

h as Persia anc
Christiamty, Bud
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v was the Ka’ba at Mecea, which from 5y,
ke

amic cultural unit ; 1
from all parts of the Islamic world. The Abbasid caliphg
¢spe

¢ of the hajj: they saw themselves as supreme leaders ¢
and as a matter of policy they sought to enhance ¢y, Of
> Cul

tural unity of their realm. They built inns along the main 2.5& to Mecca for the ¢,

venience ‘of travelers, policed the routes to ensure the m.,,:nQ A,: pilgrims, anqg E,:_h‘,
Javish gifts to shrines and sites of pilgrimage. ?a_ﬁasw_m _r,cE Jv:::m regions of :_,.
Abbasid empire made their way to Znn.&: e,_m_aa.nrn. holy sites, and mn.::?_ :Z_::A_
the traditions of Islam- Over the centurics a.:%n pilgrims m_,:,n»& —v_.w::nvvn:iw and 4 :,
ues to all parts of the Islamic world, and with the work of ulama, qadis, and Suf :4‘_,

sionaries, their efforts helped to make the dar al-Islam not just 2 name but also a e,

arly

The symbol of Isl
date attracted pilgrims
cially encouraged observanc
cohesive Islamic community,

tural Traditions of Persia, Indin, and Gre,,

munity expanded, Muslims of Arab ancestry interacted re .
her cultural traditions, especially those of Persia, India_ 4
Greece. In some cases, particularly in Jands ruled by the Umayyad and Abbasid & 5 M_
ties, large numbers of conquered vacv_nm. no:a,.n:na to Z.w:ﬁ W:a they brought ¢
ments of their inherited cultural traditions 11to Islamic society. In other ¢,
particularly in lands beyond the authority of Islamic _‘.:_nn.w. Muslims becamc
quainted with the literary, artistic, vrm_omov_:nur and scientific traditions of peopleg
who chose not to convert. Nevertheless, their traditions often held considerable i .
est for Muslims, who adapted them for their own purposes.
Persian traditions quickly found a place in Islamic society, since the culturall;
Jand of Persia fell under Tslamic rule at an carly date. Especially after the establis
of the Abbasid dynasty and the founding of its capital at Baghdad, Persian traditions
deeply influenced Islamic vo_inw_ and cultural leaders. Persian administrative te
niques, which Muslim conquerors borrowed from the Sasanid empire, were crucia
the organization of the imperial structurc through which Umayyad and Abbasid rulers
governed their vast empire. Meanwhile, Persian ideas of kingship profoundly influ
enced Tslamic political thought. Muslim caliphs and regional governors drew r
on Persian views of kings as wise and benevolent but nonetheless absolute rulers
Persian influence was also noticeable in literary works from the Abbasid dynasty.
Although Arabic served as the language of religion, theology, philosophy, and law, Per
sian was the principal language of literature, poetry, history, and political reflection
The verses of Omar Khayyam entitled the Rubasyat (“quatrains™) are widely known,
thanks to a popular English translation by the Victorian poct Edward Fitzgerald, but
many other writers composed works that in Persian display even greater literary ele
gance and originality. The marvelous collection of stories known as The Arabian
Nights, or The Thousand and One Nights, for example, presented popular tales of ad-
d romance set in the Abbasid empire and the court of Harun al-Rashid
science, and medicine nn_..:cnna the attention of Arab and
thern India. The sophisticated

to Muslims both as a field of
Mus

oples

Islam and the Cul

As the Islamic com
with peoples from ot

venture an

Indian mathematics,
Persian Muslims who established Islamic states in nor’
mathematical tradition of Gupta India was attractive
scholarship and for the practical purposes of reckoning and keeping accounts.
lims readily adopted what they called “Hindi” numerals, which European pe
later called “Arabic” numerals, since they learned about them through Arab Mustin®
Hindi numerals enabled Muslim scholars to develop an impressive tradition of &
vanced mathematics, concentrating on algebra (an Arabic word) as well 3 trigo”
nometry and geometry. From a more practical point of view, Indian numerals ¥

astly

s

~ Aniflustration from a thirteenth-century, Arabic-language manuscript depicts the G
the Greek

] , philosopher Aristotle teaching three students about the astrolabe, an i
_ enabled the user to determine latitude. instrument that

simplified bookkeeping for Muslim merchants working in t}
omy of the Abbasid dynasty. .
Muslims also found much to appreciate in the scientifi
encountered in India. With the aid of their powerful and flex
&n:.mnro_»nw were able to carry out precise 5,:::,,::_,r al vﬂ_ ulation :
inspire the development of Muslim astronomy. J,:E_,:‘W, ,_,_wr:,,;,_ #.” »
o .EF&:G because of its treatments for ﬁ?.r,.__.# .:::Q:,. ;,L :_ 5 + of antid
poisons, Muslim visitors often railed against Indian :.::.f_,:, ?,M_;_A:_ _“ H
.nuh Buddhist—but they uniformly praised Indian :Z:Ew atical, s _Z . A
_&“oc.mrﬁ which they avidly adopted for their own :.,7 ,,:7‘ YR
e QM«“HW%MM%&M“MM& the wﬁ.—_cﬂ.,,ﬁ?ni, scientific, and medical writings of ¢
S Btiinc ; € o%nr_zzw 5?.?.:& in Plato and Aristotle, whose y
s uoﬁﬂ Z”M_a —:R_,H_.nnca in commentaries. During the tenth and eleve
- » s —_u~_= p Wmov:m? wc:m_: to J.E:a,:w Greek and Muslim t
ggag.ﬁgmo_éwn? m:_“ bﬁ ith .n:n teachings of T,_E: .:
v_.&gogw e n_ﬁ ﬂc_om_pn.m such as the Sufi al-Ghazali, who :.:...1..:2.“ C
rEﬂ»a —,wnrw nM—M y unreliable m,:ﬁn H:,:_::::n truth, since 1t relied of
.,st&nguma _.n._. e r than os,ﬁrn 2.,,.255: of the c.c::
w@ﬁﬁrg wﬂnﬂﬂ:mn to al-Ghazali’s attacks, tw n_::.ﬁ.:::./ Mus :
P on more to Arstotle than to Plato. The most notab!
&Fﬁ ient was Tbn Rushd (1126-1198), gadi of Seville in the cal
of tﬁhﬂm—osﬁn Aristotle in seeking to articulate a purely
ey bn Rushd’s work not only helped to shape Islamuc §

encountered res

n
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s and universitics of western Europe, where Christiay, .

the thirteenth century his work profoy __
ng 7

ay to the wnTOC_
e effort of medieval Eur: g
th C uropean p ::/:

s Averrocs. U:_.Em.
f scholasticism,

found its W
ars knew Ibn Rushd 2

enit O
i ced the development ¢ ; o . .
_:::n:rnn_ monize Christianity with Aristotelian Es:mrm .
1:2.”487&_ 4% mn:u:nn on natural reason went too far for many Muslimg
I1bn Rush

al 1 the revelations of the Quran than on the ?.::m of human
placed more va UL cury, Muslim ﬁ::cmon:na and theologians who dom;
After the 9_2353 %JB&M: more from Islamic sources than from Greek p,
e "y _uwﬂxsu: influences did not disappear, but :,F,w lost favor in
phy- Platonic e .>=m d fell Ennnw&:m? under the shadow of teachings from, :
cial seats Mmm —_Mm_.uﬂﬂmmn»m: As they did with political and cultural traditions from pe, e
Quran an S ers absorbed Greek philosophy, reconsidered it, and us
and India, Muslim thinkers al -

¢ ir society.
s ests of their SOCICy 4 . o
to advance the inter Greek mathematics, science, and medicine als,

Quite apart m‘onw nw_“mmoﬂw_mw, their Indian counterparts, scholars in classical ¢
pealed mz‘o:.m_« toM :w.hm r.ma developed elaborate traditions of scientific thougp,
and Hellenistic mOnM_m not make us¢ of Indian numerals, but it offered a solid by,
Greek mathematics | articularly when dealing with calculations in algebr, :ﬁ,_
of powerful nnnwo::mm, _..ma._nm mzwmc_.ao& the development of astronomical and g,
geometry. Greek mathem and physiology served as found

x i tudies of anatomy s
»mnwﬁr:%_ M_&Hﬁ_uﬂnnm””vw\_wmmrw_ scholars quickly absorbed those Greek traditions,
or medic A

. - d them all as points of depar
i i+t influences from India, and use : s of depar:
bined EMB é,mﬁ_”_n_whc# was a brilliant flowering of mathematical, scientific, and e
.ﬁ_..wn_n m.ﬂ_w_“”?v that vno,.anm Muslim societies with powerful tools for understang
jcal sc

ing the natural world.
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not intend to found a new religion. Instead, his intention

perfect the teachings of earlier Jewish and Chris-
more noz.__u_.m:msm?m than those Allah had
attracted a circle of devout and commit-

he prophet Muhammad did
was to express his faith in Allah and

tian prophets by announcing a revelation
essors. His message soon

entrusted to his predec .
ted disciples, and by the time of his death most of Arabia had accepted Islam, the faith
founded on the individual's submission to Allah and his will. During the two centuries fol

hout southwest Asia

lowing the prophet’s death, Arab conquerors spread Islam 53:.@ .
and north Africa and introduced their faith to central Asia, India, the Mediterranean
{slands, and Iberia. This rapid expansion of Islam encouraged the deyelopment of an ex-
tensive trade and communication network: merchants, dipiomats, and c_sw_ _:E@a
moved easily throughout the Islamic world exchanging goods and introduding agricul-
tural crops to new lands. Rapid expansion also led to encounters between Islam ..:,g _e_“.
established religious and cultural traditions such as Hinduism, Judaism, NE.SS_ _%_:.3Q
Christianity, Persian literature and political thought, and classical Greek c:__cé._u_:\ m:a
science. Muslim rulers built a society that made a place for those of different m__.a an :
Mustim thinkers readily adapted earlier traditions to their needs. As a resuft of It %u“.
sion, its extenslve trade and communication networks, and its engagement with A.:_ém._a
figious and cultural traditions, the dar al-islam became one of the most prosperous
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Compilation of the Quran
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Abbasid dynasty
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