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According to 5.m Byzantine historian Procopius, two Christian mq k i

amomentous journey about the miqqje of the sixth century ¢ H.d_. sl mm.z Sueen
was the introduction of high-quality sjx production to Y - The result of thelr travels
Jocal crafts workers had long prodyceq nOmamac:nm

the eastern Mediterranean. Although
fine silks had come to the Mediterranean only from

from the cocoons of wild silkworms,
China, where manufacturers closely

their walking staffs and filled them With silkworm eg
through their native land of Persia, and into the Byz
The monks’ motives are unknown. Perhaps th

voring Zoroastrians and sought to aid Christians in the Byzantine empire. Perhaps they hoped
to receive a handsome reward for their efforts. Whatever their motives may have been,
though, it is certain that the monks by themselves could not have introduced a full-blown silk
industry to Byzantium. The production of fine, Chinese-style silks required more than a few
silkworm eggs. It called also for understanding of sophisticated technologies and elaborate
procedures that must have reached the Byzantine empire by several different routes, Thus it
seems that Procopius simplified a complex story by focusing attention on the monks

In any case, Byzantine crafts workers soon learned how to breed silkworms
mulberry leaves, unravel their cocoons, and produce high

85, which they smuggled out of China,
antine empire.

€y resented Sasanid religious policies fa-

, feed them

-quality silk fabrics. By the late sixth
century, Byzantine silks matched the quality of Chinese products. Mediterranean consumers

no longer relied on Chinese producers and Persian intermediaries, and local production of
high-quality silk greatly strengthened the Byzantine economy. Thus Procopius’s anonymous
monks participated in a momentous transfer of technology between distant lands. Their ef-
forts contributed to the vibrance of Byzantine society, and their story highlights the signifi-
cance of cross-cultural interactions during the postclassical era.

During the centuries after 200 c.i., most of the classical societies faced a series of prob-
lems—epidemic disease, declining population, economic contraction, political turmoil, social
unrest, and military threats from outside—that brought about their collapse. Only in the mmm».
€M Mediterranean did a classical empire survive. The eastern half of the Roman empire,
known as the Byzantine empire, withstood the various problems that brought down other

OPPOSITE: A sixth-century icon depicting an enthroned Virgin Mary and infant Jesus
attended by angels and saints.
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The Early Byzantine Empire
zantion—latinized as wvﬁ»sncaln

The Byzantine empire takes its name from Byzanti .
modest market town and fishing village that occupied a site of enormous strategic

significance. Situated on a defensible peninsula and blessed with a magnificent naty-

ral harbor known as the Golden Horn, Byzantion had the potential to control the

Bosporus, the strait of water leading from the Black Sea to the Sea of Marmara and

beyond to the Dardanelles, the Aegean Sea, and the Mediterranean. Apart from its

maritime significance, Byzantion also offered convenient access to the rich lands of

Anatolia, southwestern Asia, and southeastern Europe. Trade routes linked Byzan-
tion to ports throughout the Mediterranean basin.

- Because w?.a strategic value, the Roman emperor Constantine designated Byzan-
tion as the site of a new imperial capital, which he named Constantinople (“city of
:mMN_ﬁMMﬁMMH_HW ”ﬂ MF_M_M Mﬁ :M«, ,Q.;w:m_ partly because the nwmﬁn:g Mediterranean
relocation enabled the im nmuvnwﬂcwa T .om &n A partly cnn»c.mn
et Bt m ol It to maintain n._oma watch over both the Sasanid
PN E:w peoples who lived along the lower stretches of
and the new capital ra ,&v N GO<& to Constantinople after 330 C.E,

) apidly reached metropolitan dimensions. By the late fourth cen-
tury, it was the most important olitical and milj R T R
pire, and it soon became the do, : 5 ::.__ tary center of the eastern Roman em-
Mediterranean basin, The city wmw”mﬁmmnozoa_n = Q.VBBQQ& center in the pagrolt
fell to the Ottoman Turks, who R:»Bn%_sn Oozﬂ»:z:ov_n until 1453 c.E., when m
ans refer to the realm governeq B no= 5%9:. By convention, however, histori-
centuries C.E. as the Byzantine empire, :u.n»:cnon_n between the ffth g mmna:w:
nal settlement. > Or simply a5 Byzantium, in honor of the origi-

. Byzantine empire in 527
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EIETEEEE The Byzantine
; . empire and its neighbors,
The Later Roman Empive and Byzantium 527-554 c.e. Compare this
The Byzantine empire originated as the eastern half of the classical Roman empire, ﬁwcxu__ﬁ_q_ Mhﬂuﬂumwﬁm,_mﬁﬂmm:r
which survived the nO:u@.mn of the western Roman empire in the fifth century C.E. In How did the teritories of the
its early aﬁ\.w the Byzantine empire embraced Greece, the Balkan region, Anatolia,  Byzantine empire differ from
Syria, Palestine, Egypt, and northeast Africa. Byzantine rulers occasionally expanded  those of the dlassical Roman
empire?

their boundaries, and neighboring peoples sometimes seized portions of the Byzan-

tine empire for themselves. During the seventh and eighth centuries ¢ k., for example,
the southern regions of the empire fell into the hands of Arab Muslim conquerors.
Generally speaking, however, Byzantium figured as a major power of the eastern
Mediterranean basin until the thirteenth century C.E.

As the western Roman empire crumbled in the fifth century C.E., the eastern halfof  The Later
the empire remained intact, complete with roads, communications, lines of authority, Roman Empire
and a set of functioning imperial institutions, all inherited from Roman predecessors.

Yet the carly Byzantine emperors faced challenges different from those of their prede-

cessors, and they built a state significantly different from the classical Roman empire.
fronted the late Roman and early Byzantine em-

The principal challenges that con : .
pires were the consolidation of the dynamic Sasanid dynasty (224-641 o.m.v in Persia
and the invasions of migratory peoples from the north mbm. east. The Sasanid emperors
sought to rebuild the Achaemenid empire of classical Persia, a goal that g.n.Emrn them
into conflict with Roman forces in Mesopotamia and Syria. By m...n _mﬁ.n nr:& century,
Roman armies had largely stabilized their eastern woa..nav but until their fall in ﬂMn sev-
enth century, the Sasanids remained the principal foreign threat to the Smnn_.:nr on%w
empire. Germanic invasions also menaced the late Roman empire. Because they di




tured
In 260 c.&. the Sasanid emperor Shapur | .%:n%h el
the Roman emperor Valerian, as depicted in
medailion of the fourth century.

The Early
Byzantine State

‘aesaropapism
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not have adequate resources to respond mm.o:pm_« 58 nmﬂ n_q,nw_ﬂwvﬁ MMMMM“:M MMMEEM L
thorities concentrated on maintaining the _.:?.m:.J, of the W .n. 9.:.: : :,Em_mu? n 0m the
cmpire. In the fifth century, for example, Eian»_ m:nmon__gc.r.w. : JF”Q o o.mﬁ. of de-
fensive walls to shield Constantinople from SE&Q.M, an ﬂ <y 5_ CS e :_. e.rm n pro-
tection for other major cities as well. As a result, ,B_maﬁa peoples %Q ¢r. mﬂa y a serious
threat to Constantinople or the other heavily defended cities of Hrn 2.%2: r,::u:n. .
Having secured their realm against m,&m:_& maa migratory iny aders, H,rr Byzantine
emperors built a distinctive tradition of statecraft. The most _Bvolm.:ﬂ feature of the
Byzantine state was tightly centralized rule that concentrated power in nr.n hands of 5
_:..m:? exalted emperor. This characteristic was noticeable &3»&. in Ew cB.n of Cop-
stantine, who built his new capital to Javish standards. He filled it with libraries, myse-
ums, and artistic treasures, and he constructed magnificent marble palaces, churches,
baths, and public buildings—all in an effort to create anew Rome fit for the ruler ofa
mighty empire.

Constantine also set a precedent by hedging his rule with an aura of divinity. As
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The most _::52...:.: of ﬁ_g.n carly Byzantine EMPperors wog Justinian (rei med 527-565
g.B.); an energetic and :‘_.n_nm,ﬁ Worker knowp t0 his subjects o J:nr _r, : ,_ N Aw -
“eror,” who _ic:.:._:ﬂ:v\ _.:zzn.:nna the aﬁd:%BQ: of the w<. sleepless em-
M_#. aid of his ambitious wife, Theodory The imperiq| couple came £
gins: Justinian was _.uc:u ::.c a Mac

ter of a bear keeper in m.go.n_?,:m, Worked as 3 striptease argjst befo
emperor. Yet both Justinian m:a Theodora were intelligen, serc
plined. Thanks to those qualities, Justip;.

‘ : . an received ap excellent education, found a
position in the imperial GESESQ and soon mastered t
finance. Theodora proved to be 3 5,

; he intricacies of Byzantine
o : : &aClous advisor; she offered Justinian advice on
sensitive political, 9103»:? and theologicy] issues, and
mation of a grand imperial court,

she contributed to the for-

Like Constantine, Justinian lavished resources o
early years of his rule, riots against high taxes had d
After Theodora persuaded him to deploy

)

¢ meeting the future

n the imperial capital. During the
¢estroved much of Constantinople.

the imperial army and quash the disturbances,
Justinian embarked on an ambitioys construction program that thoroughly remade

the city. The most notable building erected during that campaign was the church of
Hagia Sophia, a magnificent domed structure that later became a mosque uua amu-
seum and that ranks as one of the world’s most important examples of Christian archi-
tecture. Visitors marveled at the church’s enormous dome, which they likened to the
heavens encircling the earth, and they expressed awe at the gold, silver, gems, precious
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Justinian and
Theodora

protector of the Christians and a baptized Christian himself, Constantine could not

zantine Court

claim the divine status that some of his imperial predecessors had sought to appropri-

ate. As the first Christian emperor, however, Constantine claimed divine favor and
sanction for his rule, He intervened in theological disputes and used his political posi-
tion to support views that he considered orthodox and condemnp those that he re-
garded as heretical. Constantine initiated 5 policy that historjans call “caesaropapism,”
whereby the €mperor not only ruled a5 secular lord bur alse played an active and
Prominent role in ccclesiastical affajys, .
F::.n:_.:? after the sixth century,
rulers. According to Roman law, emp.
wiclded absolute authority
ters. They also enjoyed the
tricacy gave rise o the
and convolution,
centralized state.
T.c‘_w dre tiquette drey atte
rulers. The €mperors wore heayi
robes dyed a dark
den to those not

Byzantine ¢mperors became exalted, absolute
. €rors stood above the Jayy- theoretically, they
In political, military, judicial, financial, and religious mat-
- Services of a large and complex bureaucracy. Indeed, its in

p&wn:é &&a:&.x& which suggests unnecessary complexity
In nc_:g:m:.c:, law and vcam:nwmn.«\ produced an mxcnv:c:u:.q
* and court ¢ . ntion to the lofty status of Byzantine
¥ bejeweleq TOWnSs and dressed ip magnificent silk

> tich purple—
associate

A color reseryeq for imperia] ye and strictly forbid-

ouse. High officials presented them-

d with the ruling h

stones, and thousands of lamps that
time, the church even acquired a repu

decorated and illuminated Hagia Sophia. Over
tation for working miraculous cures: its columns

and doors reportedly healed the illnesses of people who stood beside them or rubbed
against them.

1 i ificati 2 inian’s Code
ini igni itical contri is codification of Roman  Justinian’s
Justinian’s most significant political contribution was h

law. The origins of Roman law 2o back to the .E:o of the Kings of %o_:e%nﬂw me_
scholars worked to systematize Roman law during the Won.:m.:. R_umﬁ_nnﬂ_»m wﬁﬁn:_»aw
¢mpire. Almost immediately after taking the throne, ?mm:s% Mqﬁas b e
review of Roman law that was more thorough H:w: any ﬁ. ALy dy of the Ciil Law)
On the basis of this wor k, he issued the Corp s ﬁ\m:“ﬁmw“ Wmmoass law. rﬁum
“hich immediately won reco gaitionag s anmEaé_.n.o anE Justinian’s code con-
emperors updated Roman law by 2dding acipies _w_%_w dinians code, far example,
tinued to serve as a source of legal inspiration. Throug i :M g mE.M%a.
Homan law influcnced civil law codes %Hﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂ M_On Rmc:n:ﬂ the western Roman
ustinian’s most ambitious venture w : TR
n_.:m:a from Mw:anmBn peoples and reestablish ,ﬂomﬂmﬁwm,”wmh_awncmwawm on mili-
Mediterrapean basin. Beginning in mwm he mn:w :ﬁ%z Africa, and southern Spain to
fry campaigns that returned :»_.(H, m_m__.,w MMJ:MM:E: iadmsentitinsedaadners
imperia| ryle., By the end of his reign in 569,

ton of the classical Roman empire.

Belisarius and

Byzantine Conquests
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Justinian wears imperial purple robes in this mosaic, from the church of m&.‘ Vitale in Ravenna,
which depicts him in the company of ecclesiastical, military, and court officials.

Justinian’s accomplishment, however, did not long survive his rule. Byzantium sim-
ply did not possess the resources to sustain Belisarius’s conquests. Reconstitution of
the Roman empire would have required a long-term occupation of reconquered re-
gions and a costly reassertion of imperial authority. Byzantine forces were unable to
hold Rome for very long, and the city of Ravenna on Italy’s Adriatic coast became the

headquarters of Byzantine authority in the western Mediterranean. As a result, Ravenna
possesses magnificent Byzantine art and architecture. But Justinian’s dream of restor-
ing Roman authority throughout the Mediterranean basin soon faded.

Indeed, Justinian’s efforts clearly showed that the classical Roman empire was be-

yond recovery. While Justinian devoted his attention to the w
the Sasanids threatened By

the north. Justinian’s succe

restern Mediterranean,
zantium from the east and Slavic peoples approached from

ssors had no choice but to withdraw their resources from the
western ,Sn,a_.mn:w:nm: and redeploy them in the east. Even though Belisarius’s re-
conquest of the western Roman empire was a spectacular military accomplishment, it
was also something of an anachronism, since the Jands of the eastern and western Medi-
terranean had already begun to follow difterent historical trajectories.

N ‘ . u w w . z . W
..wuuﬂruﬁ :uh— gr.ﬁdg century C.E :3 = C : ent ¢ “ a m

= J By mer; J ‘ ¢
.ﬂjl an u A.t_JD—:._.4. M _ m, m« nce of Hm_mﬂu NHHQ 50 Qﬂ/ ﬂ—ova ) 0

¢ (topics discussed in cha i chal-
e O 1 : : pter 14) posed a serious cha
lenge to Byzantium. Inspired by their Islamic faith, Arab peoples n%ﬁcﬁaa the Sasanid

The interior of the church of Hagia Sophia (‘Holy Wisdon’),
in the fifteenth century. The dome rises alm

empire and overran large portions of the Byzantine empire as well. By the mid-seventh
century, Byzantine Syria, Palestine, Egypt, and north Africa had fallen under Islamic
rule. U.cl:m the late seventh and early eighth centuries, Islamic forces threatened the
heart of the empire and subjected Constantinople to prolonged siege (in 674—678 and
again in 717-718). Byzantium resisted this northern thrust of Islam partly because of
military technology. Byzantine forces used a weapon known as Greek fire—a devastat-
ing incendiary weapon compounded of sulphur, lime, and petroleum—which they
launched at both the fleets and the ground forces of the invaders. Greek fire burned
even when floating on water and thus created a serious rﬁ.&d.ﬁ&@ deployed w.aM:M%
wooden ships. On land it caused panic among enemy forces, since it s.&.éi%: nﬁrﬁ
to extinguish and often burned troops to death. As a result of this anmnmm:w effort, the
Byzantine empire retained its hold on Anatolia, Greece, and the w»:ﬁ: Rm_wﬂ.ﬁm o

Though much reduced by the Islamic conquests, the EH:MMM_MH?M&B T
compact and manageable after the eighth century nzﬁm ,uwm M. o o:mﬁ_ o g
tinian. Byzantine rulers responded to the challenge 0 amhzﬁwnw Ew e A
“djustments that strengthened the empire that s Emwn society under the theme sys-
Portant innovation was the reorganization of By zan i i guaie e
tem, which Byzantine rulers had tentatively n%n:EanM Some(an iiptriabphovises)
omromng with Sasanid Persia. This sstem ﬁ_»ﬁmnm onsibility for both its military
under the jurisdiction of a general, who assume P }

 built by Justinian and transformed into a mosque

0st 60 meters (197 feet) above the floor, and its windows allow
abundant light to enter the massive structure.

Imperial
Organization
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peasants, which in turn soli _3 mobilize quickly and resist ?.A:C Islamic advance,
tem n._:ZnM E.mab:m:”.hﬁhm:.mt order and social organization of the empire from
and also undergirde:

th century.
.l ugh the twelfth centur) - . y  ex it
::M.m?m e W%nzna by the theme system, Byzantium vastly expanded jgs nfly.
ndeea, stren £, R

:nce between the late ninth and the late eleventh centuries. During the H.n:mr centyry
WJMM:”MMPMMQW shored up defenses in Anatolia and wnnc:n.cﬁ.n.mwv._..__p _:.c_: Aray
>.~.,:,,..:,::. During the reign of Basil II (976-1025 C.E.), THO_HHMH._.Mm w%_m_mnn he Wc_m&,
Slayer,” Byzantine armies turned west and crushed the :w_mw. - nmn \ W :mv w 0 had

built a large and expansive kingdom in the Balkans. w&pa,:m :nv _c M w the bartle of
Kleidion in 1014 c.E., Basil reportedly commanded Em. forces to _ in .oc:n.a: thoy-
sand Bulgarian survivors, though he spared one eye ina mqs‘. who then gujdeq the
others home. By the mid-eleventh century the Byzantine empire encompassed [ans
from Syria and Armenia in the east to southern Italy in the west, from the Danube
River in the north to Cyprus and Crete in the south. Byzantine expansion brought i,
$0 much wealth that Basil was able to waive the collection of taxes for two years. Once
again, Byzantium dominated the eastern Mediterranean.

Byzantium and Western Europe

While they went to war with their Arab Muslim and Pagan Slavic neigh bors, Byzan-
tines also experienced tense ecclesiastical and political relations with their Christian
counterparts in the western Mediterranean, The Christian church of Constantinople
conducted its affairs in Greek and bowed to the will of the caesaropapist emperors
whereas the Christian church of Rome conducted jts affairs in Latin and rejected impe-

rial claims to oversee ecclesiastical matters. Ecclesiastica] authorities in Byzantium re-
arded Roman Christians as poorly
considered their Byzantine counterparts subtle apd |

ciently wary of heresy,
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ical grievances also str. nwealth of Byzantiom
polit €
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almost continuously strained relationg un:

Byzantine Economy ang Society

Byzantium ao::smnna the politica| and military affair of the eastern Mediterranean
largely because of its Strong cconomy. Ever since classical times, the territories em-
braced by the Byzantine €mpire had progdyceq abundant agricultural surpluses, sup-
nc_‘nnm large numbers of crafts ﬁd.:ﬁ? and Participated in trade with lands throughout
the Mediterranean. The economic apg social assets of the easern Mediterranean did
not disappear with the classical Roman empire. Instead, they continued to provide a
solid material foundation for Byzantium, angd they helped to make the Byzantine em-
pire an economic powerhouse of the postclassical era, ;

Rural Economy and Society

Until its conquest by Arab forces, Egypt was the major source of grain for Byzantium.
Afterward, Anatolia and the lower Danube region served as the imperial breadbasket.
All these lands produced abundant harvests of wheat, which supported large popula-
tions in Constantinople, Thessaloniki, Antioch, Trebizond, and other major cities.
Throughout most of Byzantium’s existence, Constantinople was the largest city in Eu-
rope: between the fifth and the carly thirteenth centuries, its population %v._.o»r.rn.a or
exceeded one million people, Only on the basis of a reliable and Eﬁ;ﬁ.ﬁ agricul-
tural economy was it possible for a city of that size to survive and aocav.

Byzantine cconomy and society were strongest when the empire supported a large
class of free peasants who owned small plots of land. wnm.ﬁnm serving as mvn dwnwvozn om
the Byzantine military system, free peasants 25.5".&. their land intensively in r.omww M
improving their families’ fortunes. As in other societies, however, inp_Eé 5&<._ uals
and families sought to accumulate land, the principal source of g.\nw_& 5%§»MMMH0M
elsewhere, Especially in the carly centuries of the Byzantine empire, weal V¢
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pw:d:&vr_ﬂr? but :.n::ﬁ did they rep, .
M:‘n_,. free. Someumes they we

the Jand, mz.?&?: to depart w

mission of their lords. C:E_. -
worked under harecropping .:,2:%2:32
whereby Jandlords w:_::mn.na landless vc_/
ants to cultivate ,:?.:. _.__:,_z in nznr._:wn. ?._,w
large portion of the yield. Rarely diq m:.:n.,,
croppers accumulate enough wealth ¢, 2ain

their independence: often m:c% Workeg
same holdings for years—or for life—op ¢,
set by the Jandlords.

" The invasions of the sixth and seveny
centuries broke up many large estates ang ,:w
49 forded peasants an OPPOTTUNILY to repy;,

the
I'mg

J-h P :
ened the free peasantry by making land a
able to those who performed military sery,

ice,

efforts to support m\na, peasants and prevyep,
wealthy _u:aoéz.ﬁ.w.?c:g .ma::::w. contro|
over their lands. During the sixth, eighth, and tenth centuries in particular, Byzangip,
authorities limited the accumulation of land by wealthy classes and Hrn_.n._uz strength.
ened the peasantry. Over the long term, however, wealthy landowners built ever larger
estates. From the eleventh century onward, they transformed the peasants into ap in-
creasingly dependent class, and by the thirteenth century free peasants accounted for
only a small portion of the rural population.

Quite apart from its social effects, the accumulation of landholdings had important
implications for financial and military affairs. Large estates did not contribute to impe-
rial tax coffers at the rate of small peasants’ holdings, since wealthy landowners had the
influence to obtain concessions and exemptions. Moreover, the decline of the free
peasantry diminished the pool of recruits available for service in military forces orga-

nized under the theme system. Large landowners raised forces from their estates, but
they often deployed them to advance their interests rather than those of the imperial
government. Concentration of land and rural resources worked against the financial
interests of the central government, and it caused political, military, and economic dif-
ficulties for the Byzantine state during the last three centuries of its existence.

Industry and Trade

In mv:.n of social and economic problems, Byzantium remained a wealthy land.
w.ﬁ‘m:n:a prosperity derived both from the empire’s productive capacity and from

the importance of Constantinople as a center of trade.
™ vMMMMMm“oMMMW aMnM&\ a :E.o.a site of crafts and industry in classical times, and
——" Qmmw r NSW as capital of the .wﬁ»:m:a empire. The city was home
b -5 Q»Moﬁﬁw not 6 mention thousands of imperial officials and
ey B RE._V. worl n;.az_o%& a reputation especially for their glass-

By the late sixth centur nwm.ﬁmﬂihu _aé.n:.ﬁ MSA fine work in gold and silver.

and no doubt by other Szwwm as “\M:alm““w& G Rl
s workers had added high-quality silk tex-
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A manuscript illustration depicts one Byzantine wo,
spins thread (right). Both women veil thejr j, e
v«oa_:msn in Byzantine textile production,

eaving cloth (left) while another
sty. Women workers were

air for mode:

tiles to En%w.ﬁ of Ecm:g manufactured in the Byzantine empire. Silk was a most im

) o =L B . : i J B as ST 1M~
portant ad _n,:m:.n. t _n cconomy, and Byzantium became the principal supplier of this
fashionable fabric to lands in the Mediterranean basin The silk i i

B e : he silk industry was so im-
cc,nn:: gun) i M:o:& ?2 the government closely supervised every step
in its production an: sale. nmEu:OE allowed individuals to participate in only one
.E:«.;Q\lwchr as /«n‘&. ing, dyeing, or m%mlﬁo prevent the creation of a Ecscc.c_« in
the industry by a few wealthy or powerful entrepreneurs. .

Trade also helped to sustain the Byzantine economy. Situated astride routes going Trade

cast and west as well as north and south, Constantinople served as the main clearing-
house for trade in the western part of Eurasia. The merchants of Constantinople main-
tained direct commercial links with manufacturers and merchants in central Asia,
Russia, Scandinavia, northern Europe, and the lands of the Black Sea and the Mediter-
ranean basin. Even after the early Islamic conquests, Byzantine merchants dealt regu-
larly with their Muslim counterparts in Persia, Syria, Palestine, and Egypt except during
periods of outright war between Byzantium and Islamic states. Byzantium dominated
trade to such an extent that trading peoples recognized the Byzantine gold coin, the
bezant, as the standard currency of the Mediterranean basin for more than half a mil-
lennium, from the sixth through the twelfth century.

Byzantium drew enormous wealth simply from the control of trade and the levying
of customs duties on merchandise that passed through its lands. More important,
Byzantium served as the western anchor of a Eurasian trading network that revived .nre.
silk roads of classical times. Silk and porcelain came to Constantinople ?c:,, 07,5?
spices from India and southeast Asia. Carpets arrived from Persia, woolen n.nza_nm from
western Europe, and timber, furs, honey, amber, and m_.e.am came w.oB Russia and Scan-
dinavia. Byzantine subjects consumed some commodities from distant lands, but they

redistributed most merchandise, often after adding to its value by further processing—

by fashioning jewelry out of gems imported from India, for example, or by dyeing raw

woolen cloth imported from western Europe.
Banks and business ?2:328 helped to

loans to individuals secking to launch business ¥

fuel Byzantine trade. Banks u%.ps.nna
entures and thus made trade possible

w
w
2

The Organization
of Trade
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even when merchants did not personally
Byzantine merchants often formed partner
resources and limit their risks.
new technique: both had origi
Byzantine businessmen made

possess large supplies of liquid wealth,
ships, which allowed them to pool their
Neither banking nor partnership was an altogether
ns in classical Mediterranean business practices. Yet

much more extensive use than their predecessors had
of banking and cooperative partnerships, which provided both support and stimulus
for a dynamic commercial cconomy,

Urban Life

A”:_;B._E:clc had no rival among Byzantine citjes, Subjects of the Byzantine em-
pire referred to it simply as “the City,” .

The heart of the City was the imperial ﬁu_mn?

CH

sources from the Pas

The Wealth and Commepe, of Coy

The Spanish rabbi Benjamin of Tudelg
and 1173 C.E. He may have Ventuyeq
His main Purpose Was to vecord 4, co

raveleq thy,
as fuy ag Ing,

) arad [Spain],
Constantinople is a busy city, and merchants come

to it from every country by sea or land, and there is none
like it in the world except Baghdad, the
Islam. In Constantinople is the church of Hagia Sophia,

and the seat of the pope of the Greeks, since Greeks do

not obey the pope of Rome. There are also as many

churches as there are days of the year. . . . And in this

church [Hagia Sophia] there are pillars of gold and sil-

ver, and lamps of silver and gold more than a man can

count.

Close to the walls of the palace is also a place of
amusement belonging to the emperor, which is called
the Hippodrome, and every year on the anniversary of
the birth of Jesus the emperor gives a great entertain-
ment there. And in that place men from all the races of

great city of

London: H. Frowde, 1907. (Translation slightly modified.)
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oughout Eyp, 4
i, ang he S«MM i Africa, and southwest Asia between 1165

i e ndition g & oned botj India and Ching in his travel account.
three hundred cities that w“. visited, Fjg travels %MM.MNMN;.:_:::.&. but he alsy described the many lands and abour ’
yot be still found Constantinopl, , \?nz,sp.g and p v.a.M«:HM:& M.era of political decline Jor the Byzantine empire, |
city. :
The circumfer eiee A.um the ciry omOonmS:a:aEn IS cight- th ’
cen miles; half of it is surrounded by g, sca, and haf e world come before the emperor and empress with |
fand; and it is situated :vou tWO armg of the s, o:w __cmm_nQ and without ._._hmm_na., and they introduce =o=.r t
coming from the sea of Russia [the Black Seal, anq e n%ﬂ.&, bears, and wild asses, and they engage them in
3 . ) Combat with one another: and the same thing is done
om the sea of Sepharad [the Mediterraneqy|. =y % ¢ same thing
fr All sorts of merchants come here from mrn land of M“n: _”::&_ ZM entertainment like this is to be found in
from the land of Shinar [y : yomezland. by,

wwﬂﬁo_yn&u [western Iran], psamw__nnﬂvwoﬁﬂw MM..:M oo every partof the - gt s e b

» nty of brought here eye car, and they fill strongholds with f
the land o_ﬂmwww mm M:Bmmm_“n WM“OMO»E»: H?_nm.g:n.r garments of silk, v_.w_.w_n. and gold. Like :Eomnrnwn store-
and the emp : > ngary, Patzinakia houses and this wealth there is nothing in the whole ﬁ
[Ukraine], Khazaria [southern Russial, and the fqng of
Lombardy [northern Italy] and Seph:

SOURCE: Benjamin of Tudela. The Itinerary of Benjami %ﬂg&k.&ﬁﬁ. by M. N. Adler.

of Byzantium 829

world to be found. Tt is said that the tribute of the city
amounts every year to 20,000 gold pieces, derived both
from the rents of shops and markets and from the trib-
ute of merchants who enter by sea or land.

The Greek inhabitants are very rich in gold and pre-
cious stones, and they go clothed in garments of silk and |
gold embroidery, and they ride horses and look like
princes. Indeed, the land is very rich in all cloth stuffs
and in bread, meat, and wine.

Wealth like that of Constantinople is not to be found
in the whole world. Here also are men learned in all the
books of the Greeks, and they cat and drink, every man

under his vine and his fig-tree. /
FOR FURTHER REFLECTION \
How is it possible to account for the prosperity that ,
Benjamin of Tudela found in Constantinople? f

which employed twenty thousand workers as palace staff. Peacocks JM:MMMM HE&MOM%“
gardens filled with mr,E.EE.om and fountains. Most famous was a go

spouted wine for imperial guests.

: i s, Housing in
Aristocrats maintained enormous palaces that included courtyards, reception hal 8
TR > exte ;
i, gl ReRE RS BnEvM ! o”wﬂ:ovx boasted 4,388 mansions, as

; th ¢ ons g g
and slaves. Already in the fifth century, il i caneruts anartmentlaneldid
well as 14 :svnlm_. and princely palaces. Women _EMM_ %:MM& ,eoma: poriasnogint
not receive male visitors from outside the household. >

nded family as well as servants ~ Constantinople
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theaters provided entertainment 1 e
tertainment took place in the Hippo o me
There Byzantine subjects watchee
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. in Constan

Zn:o:m: ._:cwﬂ peasants and many g,

was imq_nmnnga in Byzantine woﬂnw\: *,wﬁ:_nn_.
manufacturers, clergy, and mit: - Besides
At the pinnacle of the wSHM:M”zQ Personnel usually ag
riniople that offered e :m».no:n_ System was wms uﬁ_ﬁv& a primary ed-
cedinstruction in oy, Ena.ow of higher learning
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Constantinople
nd
s had
no formal education, basic

the
U:qnpsﬂﬁw, Byzantine mer-

palace. : ns. jugglers
animals, and circuses featuring clowas, _:m.m 1 chariot races that took place : S
Greens and Blues Most popular of the Qa.,m.ﬁ mm:mgoww .Mwnm”wyw_a ran high, and until M_Mr” ,:.u the This mm_,_oomw*.: :nﬂo—‘.ﬁa u_._sowa continuously from «
Spoer g mtnnzzz.m.wnwmwﬂwﬂmwmn M?Elﬁ:nnm, Racing fans formed :“an": c_:mmmﬁan WMHMMMMMH mw\“nn Eo.w o osnmroswww HMM :ww:m 0425 C.k. until the
-entury they often contribute ; T ST - O fac- em, Byzang 1 years later in 14
mo”_;l?n Greens and the m_cnm\ﬂsm p cmwﬂ* %MM%MMM W.H,M_MAMMMNMM”MI___%o, m_»mm._nu_aonmmwnﬁ wNS:a:a scholars nwwwwsmm”m%mram&:ﬁ& the nw_w,.:u_ legacy of  Byzantine
drome. Greens and Blues frequently oug ¢ 2 lshtg ory, and philosophy—rather than ¢ " on the humanities—lite : .
and Blues united and mounted a serious POP mat :nzm:wm »w.::m M ¢ high taxes i, works served as textbooks studied in schooj o' other prominent figures, and their
posed by Justinian. In 532 they mQ.Nnm the E_E,ca_‘car_ w_.umwwm.n:m:q:na A NEW epy. E‘N.“Sa:nm with a literary education nonmwaﬁwm M_csmwan writings from n_ﬁwwn»— times
peror. Belisarius’s army quelled the a_mE.&.S%, e — thousands of Greece, and they went to great lengths to red themselves the direct heirs of classical
rioters. The rebellion left Constantinople in shambles, and Justinian took the oppor. decd, almost all literary and philosophi wswn?n and transmit the classical legacy. In-
tunity to rebuild the city on a lavish scale. By the late .mﬁdzﬁr century, the rivalry pe. come down to the present in now._nmm: n% Md%m of classical Greece that survive have
tween Greens and Blues had faded. The factions remained, but they increasingly took ‘he Byzantine empire. ade between the tenth and twelfth centuries in

on the character of civic socicties, and Jeaders of the two groups became respected of.

ficials at the imperial court.

The Byzantine Church

) ) S ) influence of classi v

Classical :Qﬂ—uﬁmm and Or thodox ﬁ—an.—m:m—H:H% M”M M%am continued ﬁwvwwﬂ.ﬁnumnﬁw” wwmw.%mwwwm_”m_ﬂwa wo»wwa.ﬁnmﬁ e
In wr.n year 528, however, Emperor Justinian _»:Emsna vnww_ﬁdﬁm»n._mwﬁﬁﬂ MM_”MM—.N:p”

maining pagans to undergo Christian baptism, and in 529 he prohibited the :mzn

Rmag.sm w» pagan philosophy in Athens, the cultural cradle of classical O_.nan By

the mid-sixth century, life was becoming increasingly difficult for those who sauin:

ued to respect the pagan gods, and Christianity emerged as the dominant cultural

The first Christian emperor of the Roman empire gave both his name and his faith to
Constantinople. Like the Byzantine state, however, Byzantine Christianity developed
along distinctive lines, and it became a faith different from the early Christianity of
the Roman empire. The philosophy and literature of classical Greece had a much

%amﬂ _.:Mcn:nn. in Byzantium than in western Europe, and the classical legacy helped community of the Byzantine empire
to shape Byzantine educati - ; . .
:.m:_.a‘ww,\mei:n Mre:nmwm_ﬂw“ .SM .nEESM an.<n_ov32: as well as Orthodox Chris- The Byzantine church was quite different from the earliest Christian community, ~Church and State
fl cac‘n it cr mr _m»m_‘nw with En:‘. western counterparts on mat- which had generated many different teachings and practices. The most distinctive fea-
9. nh nm,m s m Mm SM Fﬁ:n mwaoﬂ? By the mid-eleventh century, differences ture of Byzantine Christianity was its close relationship with the imperial government,
e Z&_.H:msnw Qm M wrches F& voncmsa so great that their leaders which carefully supervised the development of church teachings and policies in the in-
Catholic churches. n Christianity into the Eastern Orthodox and Roman terests of molding a community that would provide cultural support for the Byzantine
state. From the time of Constantine on, caesaropapist emperors participated actively in
religious and theological matters. Constantine himself intervened in theological de-

The Legacy of Classical Greece bates, even when the issues at stake had little or no direct political implication. In
325 c.E., for example, Constantine organized the Council of Nicaea, which brought
together bishops, spokesmen, and leaders from all the important Chuistian churches to

consider the views of the Arians. Followers of a priest from Alexandria named Arius
had been 2 mortal human being and that

(250-336 C.E.), the Arians taught that Jesus
ine being coeternal with God. Yet many
in a unique and mysterious way Jesus

Although local i i
s L nmn _MM__ N_:EU:W_EM spoke Greek, the official language of early Constantinople
apparent _.,: ?mm:.m:mm.n. Om?:,zn. The connection between Byzantium and Rome was
however, Greek Hwﬂmmnn% MMMMESN s.“:nr FE i dien cheisiu ponoy
; a ; : :
pire. Byzantine scholars often &M n : _msmcpmn of government in the Byzantine em- he was a creation of God rather than a div
ot learn to read Latin, and they drew intellectual Christian theologians held to the contrary: that

e T ]
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highest eccle ,:.Z._ru,:‘:ﬁqm patriarchs, c._* obedience to imperial authoritje, T i
Rome—and n_:.e._“a Jicy and encourages flict berween imperial and ceclesiag; e
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ities. and it also had tH= f the large A e
enmpimyi Jashed with thos¢ .% nted by Byzantine emperors vy -
when imperial Views € Jesiastical ﬁoza;:im:ﬁ 717-741 C.E.). By the time f o
Lo e W LE.). By o
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oclasm, inaugurated E_ N Ms&n.o: of producing __wchﬁ ere splendid works A,,m gy
. ' g g ~ o N N
rule, Byzantium had a fo m_N nificance—many of which hat they inspired th s
other figures of religious SI& rved a useful purpose in th IS j2! € Populy,
most theologians these icons S¢ ce for holy personages-. Leo, however, became con.
imagination and %ﬂocamna,ﬂw%:cm s “was sinful, tantamount to the WOrship o
vinced that the veneration of R:ﬁ%ﬁwnm on the policy of iconoclasm (which :83:,.
S em S i : )
physical idols. In 726 C.E. :.m destroying religious images and prohibiting their y, in
“the breaking of icons”), destro) d riots throughout th :
means e e ediately sparked protests an g € empire,
churches. The policy immediatciy itv. Debates about iconoclasm raged i
since icons were extremely pop b

ular among the lai j : .
B o e than a century. Only in 843 did the iconoclasts abandon their ef.
yzantium for mo Y. Ui}
forts. Meanwhile, the controversy demonstrated 0

nce again the willingness of Byzantine
emperors to involve themselves directly

in religious and theological matters.
In its theology, Byzantine Christianity reflected the continuing influence of classj-
cal Greek philosophy.

Christianity had originally emerged from Jewish sources. A it
attracted adherents in the Roman empire,

My,
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Iconoclasm

This illustration from a psaiter prepared about 900 .. depicts an ¢
whitewashing an image of Jesus painted on a wall, Teis ancondcs

interest in fine wom:.nm, of Eno_cmm or high-level church administration, and they posi-
rively resented policies such as iconoclasm that infringed on cherished patterns of
worship. For religious inspiration, the laity looked less to the church hierarchy than to
the local monasteries. .

Byzantine monasticism grew out of the efforts of devout individuals to lead espe-  Asceticism
cially holy lives. Drawing inspiration from early Christian ascetics in Egypt, Mesopo-
tamia, and Persia, these individuals observed regimes of extreme asceticism and
self-denial. Some abandoned society altogether and went to live in the desert or in
caves as hermits. Others dedicated themselves to celibacy, fasting, and prayer. During
the fifth century a few men and at least two women demonstrated their ascetic com-
mitments by perching for years at a time atop tall pillars. St. Simeon Stylite, the first
and most famous of these “pillar saints,” attracted the attention of admirers from as

theologians sought ways to harmonjz,

Christianity with other, long-established, cultural traditions, notably Greek philoso-

phy. A faith embracing both Christian revelation and Greek reason, they recognized,

would have a powerful appeal. A . .
The influence of Greek philosophy in Christian theology was especially prominent

in Greek-speaking Byzantium. Theologians invested a great deal of time and intellec-
tual encrgy in the examination of religious questions from a philosophical point of
view. They looked to classical philosophy, for example, when seeking to understand the
nature of Jesus and the extent to which he possessed both human and divine character-
istics. Although these debates often became extremely technical, they illustrate the
continuing influence of classical Greek philosophy. Debates about Jesus’ nature repre-
sented an effort to understand Christian doctrine in light of the terms and concepts
that classical philosophers had employed in their analysis of the world. A school main-
tained by the patriarch of Constantinople provided instruction for clergy and church
o%waw in advanced theology of this sort. Though it differed in many ways from
K&:n:m:nmz society of classical times, Byzantium built cultural and religious tradi-
tons on a solid classical foundation.

Greek Philosophy and
Byzantine Theology

far away as Gaul.
Because of the extreme dedication of hermits and ascetics, disciples often gath- m\ﬁg::qw
Monasticism

ered around them and established communities of men and women determined to :
follow their example. These communities became the earliest monasteries of the and St. Basil
Byzantine church. They had few rules until St. Basil of Caesarea (329-379 C.E.), the
patriarch of Oo:mﬁm:amou—a during the mid-fourth century, E,m.oa them to adopt re-
forms that enhanced their effectiveness. In Basilian monasteries, monks and nuns
gave up their personal possessions and lived communally. They ovwﬁa nrw :m_n MM
elected superiors, and all community BnBva @Q«Sna %Qd.wn?nm i) A,M_, nmﬂrn
prayer. After the fourth century, Basilian monastcism spread rapidly throughou

Monasticism and Populay Piety

mpamao%%_.z wsva.qoa. wo:ﬁ:é patriarchs, and other high church officials con-
cerned themselves with theological and ritual matters and rarely dealt directly with the

lay : p ey
ay population of the Byzantine church. For their part the Byzantine laity had little Byzantine empire.,
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ravening wolf. This unpleasant race, like a serpent

following
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\ ing in its hole, was brought to the light and lured out

by my father with magical incantations. . . .
The fame of the Bogomils had by now spread to all

parts, for the impious sect was controlled with great cun-
ning by a certain monk called Basil. He had twelve fol-
lowers whom he called “apostles” and also dragged
along with him certain female disciples, women of _u».m

| character, utterly depraved. In all quarters he made his
| wicked influence felt and when the evil, like some con-
| suming fire, devoured many souls, the emperor could
_‘ no longer bear it. He instituted a thorough inquiry into

[

\ the heresy. . . .
[ ... Alexius condemned the heretics out of hand:

,x chorus and chorus-leader alike were to suffer death by
‘_, burning. When the Bogomils had been hunted down
\ and brought together in one place, some clung to the
| heresy, but others denied the charges completely,

protesting strongly against their accusers and rejecting

|

\ the Bogomilian heresy with scorn. . . .
/ The emperor glared at them and said, “Two pyres

will have to be lit today. By one a cross will be planted
firmly in the ground. Then a choice will be offered to
all: those who are prepared to dic for their Christian faith
will separate themselves from the rest and take up posi-
tion by the pyre with the cross; the Bogomilian adher-
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|

sOURCE: Anna Comnena. The Alexiad of Anna Commenn, Trans, by E. R. A. Sewter,
Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1969, pp. 496-505. (Translation slightly modified.)
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over to the pyre with the cross, truly prepared to suffer
martyrdom; the godless adherents of the abominable
heresy went off to the other. Just as they were about to
be thrown on the flames, all the bystanders broke into
mourning for the Christians; they were filled with in-
dignation against the emperor E_Q. m:.* :o.n know of
his plan). But an order came moB. r:ﬂ. just in time to
stop the exccutioners. Alexius had in this way obtained
firm evidence of those who were really Bogomils. The
Christians, who were victims of calumny, he released
after giving them much advice; the rest [i.e., the Bo-
gomils] were committed once again to prison, but the
[Bogomil] “apostles” were kept apart. Later he sent for
some of these men every day and personally taught them,
with frequent exhortations to abandon their abom-
inable cult. . . . And some did change for the better and
were freed from prison, but others died in their heresy,
still incarcerated, although they were supplied with

plentiful food and clothing.

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION
Why did Byzantine rulers go to such lengths to sup-
press heresy?
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in the Byzantine empire.

Tensions between Eastevn and Westeyy, Christianity

western Europe. During the centuries 3:95:@ Constantine’s legalizati f Chri
tianity, church leaders in Jerusalem, Alexandria, Antioch Oczmgw.»:% #_Msﬂwa WJ:m.
exercised great m:m:nsnn in the larger Christian SEBEWJ‘. After ?uﬂ mﬁw les M_“wn
ﬁ_ze‘nn_ most of southwest Asia and introduced Islam there in the ma<n=%vnn_:=2
the influence of the patriarchs in Jerusalem, Alexandria, and Antioch declined, ,nwﬂ

ing only Constantinople and Rome as the principal centers of Christian authority.
The tensions that developed between Constantinople and Rome mirrored v.c:? Constantinople

al strains between Byzantine and western European societies. The specific issues that  and Rome
divided the two Christian communities, however, were religious and theological. One
was the iconoclastic movement of the eighth and ninth centuries. Western theolo-
gians regarded religious images as perfectly appropriate aids to devotion and resented
Byzantine claims to the contrary, whereas the iconoclasts took offense at the efforts of

their Roman counterparts to have images restored in Byzantium.
In later centuries, Christian churches based in Constantinople and Rome disagreed

on many other points. Some ritual and doctrinal differences concerned forms of wor-
ship and the precise wording of theological teachings—relatively minor issues that by
themselves need not have caused deep division in the larger Christian community.

Byzantine theologians objected, for example, to the fact that western priests shaved

their beards and used unleavened instead of leavened bread when saying Mass. Other
¢ theological matters such as the precise relationship

&mﬁn:nnmnonnna:namcvwcSa,_ . A ‘
between Go. d, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit—all regarded as manifestations of God by
most Christian theologians.

Byzantine Christianity developed in tension particularly with the Christian faich of
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ine treasures -
During the sack of Constantinople in 1204, crusading forces seized and carted mem< ”ﬁﬂﬂcﬂmﬂ.ﬁm of all sorts
including the great bronze horses that now stand over the entrance to St. Mark’s bas| J

Saljugs (sahl JYOOKS)

Saljugs, who beginning in the eleventh century sent waves om,i,,vu&na :,E.u >5.5:P
Given the military and financial problems of the Byzantine empire, the Saljugs found
Anatolia ripe for E::aﬁ, In 1071 they subjected the Byzantine army to a demoraliz-
ing defeat at the battle of Manzikert. Byzantine factions then turned on each other
in civil war, allowing the Saljugs almost free rein in Anatolia. By the late twelfth cen-
tury, the Saljugs had scized much of Anatolia, and crusaders from western Europe
held most of the remainder.

The loss of Anatolia—the principal source of Byzantine grain, wealth, and mili-
tary forces—sealed the fate of the Byzantine empire. A territorially truncated Byzan-
tium survived until the mid-fifteenth century, but the late Byzantine empire enjoyed
little autonomy and continually faced fresh challenges from Italian merchants, west-

ern European adventurers, and Turkish nomads. In 1453, after a long era of decline,

the Byzantine empire came to an end when Ottoman Turks captured Constantinople
and absorbed its territories into their expanding realm.

Early Relations between Bysantium and Slavic Peoples

By the time Constantinople fell, Byzantine traditions had deeply influenced the politi-
cal and cultural development of Slay

ic peoples in eastern Europe and Russia. Close re-
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Byzantium also sent missionaries
to Balkan lands, and Bulgars and
other Slavic peoples began to convert
to Orthodox Christianity. The most
famous of the missionaries to the
Slavs were Saints Cyril and Metho-
dius, two brothers from Thessaloniki
in Greece. During the mid-ninth cen-

rury Cyril and Methodius conducted missions in Bulgaria and Moravia (which included
much of the modern Czech, Slovakian, and Hungarian territories). While there, they
devised an alphabet, known as the Cyrillic alphabet, for the previously illiterate Slavic
peoples. Though adapted from written Greek, the Cyrillic alphabet represented the
sounds of Slavic languages more precisely than did the Greek, and it remained in use in
much of eastern Europe until supplanted by the Roman alphabet in the twentieth cen-
tury. In Russia and most other parts of the former Soviet Union, the Cyrillic alphabet
survives to the present day.

The creation of a written Slavic language enabled Slavic peoples to organize com-
plex political structures and develop sophisticated traditions of thought and Enn.mﬁ.:n.
More immediately, the Cyrillic alphabet stimulated conversion to Orthodox O?ﬂzsws.
ity. Missionaries translated the Christian scriptures and church rituals into Slavonic, and
Cyrillic writing helped them explain Christian values and ideas in Slavic terms. ans
while, schools organized by missionaries ensured that Slavs would receive nn.__m_c.cw
instruction with their introduction to basic literacy. As a result, Orthodox Christianity
deeply influenced the cultural traditions of many Slavic peoples.

This illustration from a twelfth-century manu-
script depicts ninth-century incursions of Bul-
garians into Byzantine territory, culminating in
alecture by the Bulgarian king to the Byzantine
emperor, shown here with bound hands.
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Eventually, Russians even claimed to inherit the imperial mantle of Byzantium, Ac-
th century, Moscow was the world’s thirq
en to Germanic invaders in the fifth century, and the sec-
en to the Turks a thousand years later. Moscow
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were
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The princes of Kiev established firm, caesarop

world to Orthodox Christian righteousness. Inspired by this theory, missionaries took

their Russian Orthodox faith to distant lands. During the sixteenth and later centuries
they brought Siberia into the fold of the Orthodox church, crossed the Bering mas:,
and dispatched missions to Alaska and even northern California. Thus, long after Sm
collapse of the eastern Roman empire, the Byzantine legacy continued to work its in-
fluence through the outward reach of the Russian Orthodox church.
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