Twentieth-Century |
American
Philosophy—
“Whatls, Is?”

: Upon completing this chapter, students should be able
- tomeet the following Learning Outcomes:

8.1 Explain the idea of analytic philosophy in contrast with
other schools of philosophy.

8.2 Compare and contrast the logical positivist to the
natural language theorist.

8.3 Explain the role of the “Vienna Circle”in the history
{ of analytic philosophy.

Analytic philosophy was created as a distinct school of philesophical thought by
many of the great minds in the first half of the twentieth century. There were vari-
ous founders: Bertrand Russell is one of the founders of analytic philosophy along
with his predecessor Gottlob Frege, as well as his colleague G. E. Moore, and their
student Ludwig Wittgenstein, It is worth noting that many of the first analytic phi-
losophers, including Frege and Russell, first made their mark in formal logic and sci-
ence. Philosophy, like science then, would henceforth value conceptual clarity and
concise language, with a resulting aversion for the convoluted and often dense lan-
guage of European philosophers from Hegel to Husserl. That clarity need not be
the enemy of complexity did not occur to many of these analytic philosophers, and
* the very subject matter of Continental philosophy became suspect.

“Modern analytical empiricism . . . differs from that of Locke, Berkeley,
and Hume by its incorporation of mathematics and its development of a
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