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all young people are registered with Faceboo

spend their time on social networking sites than boys but that, unlike their male
counterparts who spend the majority of their free time gaming, ‘only about one
in fifty’ girls plays console games, though the dominance of the Nintendo Wii is
put down to girl gamers and its status as a console that the whole family can
enjoy. Most widely and sensationally reported by the media was Matthew's
observation that young people don't use Twitter. As he drily observes, Twitter is
‘pointless’, ‘strictly for the elderly’ and its chief advocate, Stephen Fry (a man in
his late fifties known principally for appearing on TV and radio and being very
clever), ‘is not particularly cool’ among British youth. ,
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Redefining deviance and democratization: developing
e L4
nations and the case of China

ity

- opments in the rise of ‘new' meg;:.
While there have been far-ltfleaizﬁifgf;(:ﬁg ns that are taking place in S():‘:Z
technologies in the West, t1§ are arguably even more profound. Having gaig
parts of the developing wc.)rht ihe continuing global ‘digital divide which,
that, we should not 112:551%;1 eans that the move to the digital age is greatly
leS] hl\::if;g(fgio;l :S};g on of the advanced, industrialized economif’:s over those
of the developing world, allowing them to play by a fundame.nltdlly (_ilf.f?rent
set of economic rules. Start-up costs of Internet access are stil prohxbmvely
high for the poorest people in the world, where many do not everf have access
to a telephone service. Moreover, regional growth in Interm:‘:t use is not'always
smooth and continuous, but may be disrupted by war,' disaster or displace-
ment. For Miller it is quite simply the case that, without some form of
intervention, developed countries will benefit from increaseq access to knowl-
edge, increased economic flexibility, and increased commu'mcatfon efficiency,
while developing nations are at risk of being ever more victimized and mar-
ginalized by these trends. The optimism that once accompanied the Internet
revolution has begun to fade in light of the realization that our culture has
transformed the Internet more than the Internet has transformed our culture
(Miller, 2010).

To illustrate further the digital divide, usage statistics now put the global
Internet population at 2,405,518,376 or 34.3 per cent penetration (up from
23.8 per cent penetration in 2009; www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm).
Leading the world table is North America where 78.6 per cent of the popula-
tion are online. At the other end of the scale, just 15.6 per cent of Africa's
population has Internet access - although this is triple what it was five years
ago. Of the total world Internet users by region, 44.8 per cent are in Asia; 21.5
per cent are in Europe; 11.4 per cent are in North America; 10.4 per cent are
in Latin America and the Caribbean: 7.0 per cent in Africa; 3.7 per cent in the
Middle 11.3218t; and 1.0 per cent in Australasia/Oceania. In terms of languages,
536.6 million Internet users communicate in English, closely followed (and

rapidly being caught up) by Chinese language speakers at 444.9 million (WwW.
mternetworldstats.com/stats.htm) .
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Wwith @ population = ne arly 1.4 billion and an increasingly important role to
play in the 810bal_l?0ht1cal €conomy, _’the.Chinese media have been described
25 being in transition between tota.htananism and market authoritarianism
(W‘mﬁeld and Peng, 2005').' N c?where is the dual role that Chinese media play -
S,imultaneously commo.dmes in the-market and ideological apparatuses - more
apparent than in relation to new {nformation and communication technolo-
gies; in particular, Internet I:estnctlon and censorship. A study conducted in
2002 found that of approximately 200,000 websites to which access was
attempted, 19,032 sites accessible from the US were inaccessible from China
on multiple occasions, suggesting that even allowing for temporary techno-
logical glitches, the vast majority of these sites were deliberately blocked via
govemment-maintained web filtering systems (Zittrain and Edelman, 2003). In
2004 an Amnesty International report revealed that the Chinese Government
was becoming increasingly heavy-handed with people using the Internet to
dirculate anti-government beliefs. All Chinese Internet Service Providers (ISPs)
have to register with the police and all Internet users must sign a declaration
that they will not visit forbidden sites. Among those routinely blocl'qed are
news, health and education sites, although pornography sites are virtually
unregulated (http://web.amnesty.org/ web/content.nsf/pages{gbr_china_internet) ;
In January 2010, Google declared that it was no longer going to censor se}:]arc’l:
results on Google China and two months later the company announced t at.1d
was moving its Chinese operation from the mainl'ax‘ld t.o HOI'I"g Kong 1:clo E;V:)}l,e
the rules and restrictions imposed by the authorities in Be1jing ;uc 2m ”
blocking of results for searches using sensitive words ax.ld phrasesf, ';;ai}; ! nf)en
Tiananmen Square 1989 In 2014, as the 25th anmvzrs;t;ytothe Clinese
%Pproached, many Western news agencies feport? forn?atiOn about the
Government had further cracked down on access t(zi lnd of pro-democracy
Unrest of 4 June 1989, when troops shot dead. hp ;itlsxorities have never
Protesters gathered in central Beijing. Jis thge:;id many people born in
Publicly admitted how many people were kille ver happened (www.bbc.
na after these events maybe unaware that it €

" Wkinews/technology-18321548).
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country’. For all its reputation as a wild fronti.cr, then, the truth is that the Net
can be used as just another means of constraint by those governments arqypg
the world who wish to discourage free tho.ught, speech and actigp
Nevertheless, there has been sOme softening in attltl-ldes on the part of Beijing
in recent years, even if benevolence is somewhat inconsistently applied. |p
May 2008 it was reported that the Chinese Gf)vemment 1'1ad r.espondcd to the
devastation caused by an earthquake in the Sichuan province in which tens of
thousands of people perished by moderating its control of the Internet. This
meant that those affected by the tragedy could use video sharing sites, blogs,

d the like to circulate graphic pic-

chat rooms, instant messaging services an
sences. For these new citizen journalists the

tures and accounts of their experi
Government's relaxation of its generally tough stance on Internet content

brought an unprecedented level of freedom and, as noted in Chapter 2, citizen
journalism has changed the relationship between traditional news producers
and audiences and taken the 'immediacy’ of news and its synoptic power to a
new level. User-generated content is particularly powerful when produced by
ordinary people in regions where professional journalists and cameramen
have been unable to get to the scene quickly enough or where reporters are
banned for political or military reasons.

China has also become the home of much activity that criminologists usu-
ally refer to by the shorthand term 'cybercrime’; a word that encompasses
both 'computer assisted’ and ‘computer oriented’ crimes. The former refers to
those offences which, while pre-dating Internet technology and having an
existence independent of it, find a new lease of life online. For example, falling
into this category are: certain types of fraud, such as selling non-existent,
defective, sub-standard, or counterfeit goods; theft of monies through credit
card and bank fraud; investment frauds such as pyramid schemes and fake
stocks and shares; intellectual property offences, including the unauthorized
sharing of copyrighted content such as movies, music, digitized books, images,
and computer software; posting, sharing and selling obscene and prohibited
sexual representations; and harassment, 'stalking’, bullying, sexual predation
and forms of hateful or defamatory speech. These offending behaviours are
not unique to the online world [having long-established terrestrial counter
parts), and have thus been described as ‘old wine in new bottles’ (Grabosky,
2001). Howc.ever, if we stick with this analogy, we can certainly appreciate that
we are dealing with an awful lot of wine in very many, differently shape
capacwus? bottles (Jewkes and Yar, 2010). This point is illustrated by the
that the first cybercrime in China took place in the mid-1980s, which wa$ two
decasies later than the first active digital crime in the West, when the Chinese
banking S)I’Sterfl was defrauded. Throughout the 1980s and 1990s the gmwt‘h
Zf :a);lt)esrec;meer thhti-na was s}ow ffmd steady, bu.t today cybercrime in Ct)xi’n': i
current iawpis Iz:hua " criminal industry e}nd.w proliferating partly becd™

olly inadequate to deal with it (Qj et al., 2009}
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