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EL resists meat genre classification: @ne.might think that the work’s:title names
ospel,” but the titles (superscriptions) of such works were not eriginal. More-
werefirstinserted into these ancient manuscripts. for the purposes of identifi-
entury ¢g), they did not contain the words:“The Gospel” only “According to
the terim “Gospel™ referring to a literary. genre appears nowhere'in the NT.or
eek and Roman literature. It seemsto have appeared as.a- description-of writings
second century; perhaps defived fromy Mark 1.1:(“The beginning of the gospel of
,;which probably does not zefer to the book butté the* moc& news™ ﬁ.&m ety
of the-Greekrword for “gospel”) that it contains: @ -~ g

m.muHm called “Gospel” seems:to have existed, but there:were- aﬁmm om ancient E-.
enericsimilarities to the Gospel. The most closely related type is the ancient Hel-
tibiog HuEs (Greek bivs, “life”). This genre praises a hero believed to have had divine
I origins who exercised special gifts such as teaching, récruiting mouoéﬁ,mv wb&
cing-and who sometimes died an unusual death.. - .o oL o
mairitain that the Gospel According toMark was writtenr mﬁmﬂ mﬂ& %mﬂ mﬁ an-
~tranisformed thé-Markan version of the bios further by heightening Israelite
tirescstich-as poetic paraflelism; scribal argument; an emphasison the law, reli-
ctice, and piety; symbaolic numbers; scriptural quotationand fulfilment; genealogy;
e of entry; aspecial meal related to Passover; communal discipline; and prayes.
rratior; Jesusbecame the authoritative interpreter of Moses, but also the prom-
king of Israel. In the story Hertransferred his authority to a prominent disciple;
nappeared after his death, profnising his followers that he would continue to be
them untilthe end of the age. Thesé special features of this.genre transformation
d impact on the ‘developing instititional church. Thus; it-is not surprising that
ding to Matthewwas placed firstin-eollections of the foiir Gospels and then in

_E&Uﬁm et e e
W WRITERS CiiaiMED that the mﬁﬁoa Om &mm Oo.%& gmﬁwmé the tax: no:aﬂ@b

mmﬁm.uﬁo 359.9), collected Jesus’ sayings in the Hebrew dialéct for others to translate
1685




_om the eastern Mediterranéan coast; Galilee, southern Syria;-and

-peasant farmersand fishermen; There weré'also a féw hmwwmﬁmmgnww [

MATTHEW Introduction

. MATTHEW Jntroduction
{Papias, early second century), or wrote the Gospel in the 50s or early 60s (Ire
century), or wrote it in Judea in the decades following Jesus’ death {Jerome;
Various considerations cast serious mondn on mpomm ancient views. Fir mp
thew contains, but {smot its¢ tign of s Secpr
exists, but it is medieval, and mnrommnm_mwmcm that the Oom_wm was oEmEmEu
thus it is not a translation. HEH._, the author of Matthew was almogt nmﬁm:n
struction of Hmumm&mnw.mmm the te ‘,Em i wo cE (See 21A1; 2277; 24,8516
opponents in the story are the m&mﬂmam@ whose mﬁ&oﬂQ developed Emmouub
first century. Fifth, according to widely keld scholarly opinion (the “Tuwo-Soitr
major sources for the author were the Greek Gospel of Mark (late 60s or early’7

at:te WO,.Emm Ommﬂm__ E_Em mﬁ.o&mb Eﬂmm ?r NVV ?m Emmmmmo Hm muuoﬁ the

th Em&g ﬂmH_Em s wﬂmm&\ Eﬁ.ﬁ&da s&m_ﬁ fc 8&
is noﬂamﬁs& _uﬁm,dmn&wnbm Wogmb moéﬁon m_nmﬁm Gq m;m& and,

some special traditions (“M,” also pre-7@). These factors suggest a date after
tween 80 and 90; composition by Jesus’ Galilean tax-collecting disciple at mid

man; Huno_um_uq an Hmwwnrﬁ “wiith ¢ rather ‘sophisticated-'command:of _HmHm ite
scribal argumentation: (see 13:52) iy thie ate firsf century: ; »:. 3
-"iThe Gospel’s place.of origin:is:debated: Suggestions:inchide Emﬁm&
‘some town
River{19:1;4.15)%;but themost commontheéoryplaces its coinposition in Anti

moom Teason: ,a._&mn\; Was m.m%mEmnn QJES@. al Hﬁm&mnmmrﬁm%oﬁﬁmdop

95 and there, mH.m moﬁm s&o mwnmmﬂmﬁ Em&ﬁﬂw,ow oaumam_ﬁm m Nv

Oo%&_ m@eﬁ 80+ .mo,om. Tts Emnm of noEHuOmE was

nqnnﬁﬂa:n& & S\E:zm..

PR

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW Was éﬂmﬁ.@%,m mﬁgmnﬁ cméwnwoﬂmﬁ,.mﬂwﬁm
scribed as.a Eﬁmﬁa?nmﬁ% ordered; commercialized, advatced agrarian (peasant

Em ‘socioeconomic vﬁmgmn.éﬂm‘ HoSH @ﬁgmmm-m_molm,
prostitutes. With fewmexteptions; women-always ranked:below men;and. childr
THis structure was typical ot only:6f Romén Italy but also.of the/Roman pri
prisingly; these social sttata appear thtoughoiit the: Gospels proviricial gover
“client” kihgs;priestsylocal aristocrats, peasantfarihers;artisans; fshermen; leps
beggars.fesusis portrayedias anvadvocate ofithelower:strataarid:thus in:tensie
aristocracy:subject to Rome. Despite several important stories about women
28; 26,6-13; 27.55-56, 61; 28.1~10), the Gospel was written by a man ?..B
32;18: Hm 23.8).
_Political resistanice to Rome in the Gospel is not overt, but nonetheless ms_m
Hmmsm déscends from. KirigDavid:through-a longdinerofiddngs: m 1. mvsumv. an
Messiah; his-naine-recalls:Joshua,-“the: mmﬁo ig:bi

T




MATITH Bw 152032

whoever breaks®one of the least of these torn
mandments,: mﬂm -teaches -others' to-do=the
sarme, will ‘be-calledleast.in- the kingdomi-of
beaven; but wommﬁ,.hb S mmmB and teaches
thern will be Called grédt in ‘the Kirigdom. of
bezver. 20ForItellyou) unléss yolrrightsous:
ness exceeds-that:0f the-séribes and Pharisees;
%oﬁ iE BEver, mﬁmwipm wﬁmaog omwmﬁam

¥o é_dm ligble'to the totanicil; _Bﬁ:m %od mmﬁ

%oc. HmBmH&nw mam\n your vmwﬁpﬂ. oH

sister/has something:against-you,?4leaye your
mpm.. mummm&mmoﬁ Em &Sw mbnrmoo. mHmﬁ, _um,ﬂ.mn(

. ay
and the E&wﬁw to

hand %on aver to 5m Emmﬂ

great. For ranking -in the kingdom of heaven; see
also 1LI15 18 cf also 18.1; 20.26-27; 2311, 12

5.20 Righteousness, See niote on 3.15. Scribes and Phar-
1sges. See notes on 2.4; 3.7;-see also 23,236, Enter the
kingdom, a metaphor with spatial overtones (see notes
on 3.16; 4.17; see also 7.13—14, 21; 18.8-9; 19. wwlm.?
23.13;25.21,23). .
' 5.21-48 Six antitheses (two sets of, ?H e see; ‘notes!
on 1.2—6a; 4.18-22) contrast [sraclite law or intérpre-
tations of it (You have heard.... . ) with Jesus’ authorita-
tive teaching altering or radicdlizing this law (But I sgy
to you . . . ). The teachings oppdse anger, m&Eﬁg di-
vorce, swearing oaths, retaliation, afid hating oné’s e
émies, 5.21-26 Cf Lk 12.57-59.5.21 See Ex:20.13;

Deut 5.17; see also Ex 21.12; Deut 17.8513. 5.22; Hell; -

lit. Gehenna (text note £, a valley south of, Hmﬂnm&nﬂ .

(Valley of Hinnom), site of an ancient OmummEﬁ Tite
of child sacrifice; Jater as Jerusalems mBoEman EQ
dump it became a ‘metaphor for the fires of hell-(se¢
2 Chr 28.3; 33.6; HQ. 7:30=-34; 19.1- 15 gﬂ‘mum ‘30,
10.28; 18.9; 23.15, 33; see also*3:10; 27. 32103 Hﬂmﬁ
20.14-15). 5.24 Reconciled. See note om'.18.15-20..
526 Truly I tell you.- .88 note on 5.18;.Didache 1.5.
5.27-30 Cf. gw ﬁmlpq 327 m.mmmunwo 14; Deut-5:18.
5.28 Looks ata womar, 2 méle woum@mnmﬁ (adultery?).
Heart. Sec note on 5.8; Job 31.1. 5. 29-30 dpm saine -
sayings are mgwﬁ a different application in 18. 8-9.°
Causes . . . to sir, lit. “canses to stimble” Se¢ note on
13.21. Tear it qut, cut it off, hyperboles to dramatize the

L0, This® ‘exception clats:

the:guard; and
26Ty T tell- o veilln
you have paid Sﬁmm@mﬁﬁ

have rmman._ ﬂamﬁ it was said 43
et iswear
out the vows you have made

™

iButTs Mino QSF Uo notswear at

your metibers
into hell
: ; néje for
noth foriatooth’ #Butl sayto
mH :#...Em..&mo sajd ! ;
wifey let himp giveh
mwmi..._H mm%&e you't

antsito sieyou-and také
our cloak as well; 4land if amy=
0 800 oHEF g also the sec-

Witheit citise. R
.Gl abrothi
t0 covirt

“tieed to eliminate the causes: of ad
Mk 10. 11-12; Lk 16.18.5.3
Deut 24.1—4 and ‘assumeés
that the husband initiates. dive
certificate of divorce (see Det
19.7)..5.32 Except on the groun

anjinterpretation of an ambjg
24.1, “spmething objectionzh
&mwnﬁ lit. “nakedness of ‘a: thing
nt” Deut 23.14)} moEmmH en
" ers interpreted it to mean;!
other thing,” thus vaHBﬁEm
" for almost any reason, even bilrnin;
Hilie]) sox not being as bear
{Rabbi Akiba); of. Mishnah Gis
 phus, Antiguities 3.276-77; Life
¢idl Laws 3.30-31. A more:
‘waéthat it nmmwﬁmm specifically,
.adultery (RabbiShammai
The Qnmmw term wcn:mﬁ in Ma

the author’s Emrw

therefore no grounds for di
< 4hé historical wmmcm view (ck.
Apology 15.3). Paul also softened.
. non-helievers to “separate

MAIKT-T-H BwW :5.33-6:5

forithose who persecutéryon; *43sothatyoli
may bechildien of yourFather-in heaveny for
rm niakes:his sun tse:omthe évil-andson-the
goodyand:sendsirdinionithe rightecusand on
the- unrighteous. 46For if you Jove those who
love youy; whatreward-do-yow:have? Donst
even/ithé tax collectors dosthe same? #7And if
you: mamm‘n orily-yourbiothersandssistérs, * what
mote are-you doingthan dthers? Dombteven
the Onﬂﬁmmm do:the-§2me? 48 B perfect; there=
foréd asyour: rmmqmc_%mﬁwmu is perfeat..

ﬁc:nmﬂazm hwﬁmmszzm .

“Beware of “practicing yous piety::before
others in order tobe:seentby them; for then
youhave no reward fromyour Father inheaven.
2 “So whenever 1you: give alms; do not
sound a'trampét before you, us the hypocrites
do in the synagoguss andin the streets;'so that
they:mdy bepraised by others! Trulyl tell you,
they Bave réceived their: reward: ¥ i
you give-alfns, do notlet-younlefthand know
whiatsyout right hand-ds doing, 4sothat your
glms may:be done’in-secret; in, QJBE. mmmpmu
who'seés in secretwill reward: you.

er
LR

‘ mc:na,:ﬁ:m wEH\Q

T

5 “And wheniever you praf; 40 Tiot be like the

hypoicrites; for they:love to stand-and' pray ir

H 8. Tax: Smmaaw cunmb%nm._
tive mﬁ_u_mng.om Ea Woﬁmﬁmﬁ.%ﬁ@ were'hatedbtheir
compatriots;. -séé-0.95! ] :5.471 Gréety Cf.
10.12-+14.TFhe Gospells tsual womn:\n,mqgggm .Hoéﬁm
the-Gentiles (seefe.gy notes 05
asralsoudn: :
whitlé;complete, fatiire; sde Tev. 19; .,nm Eor14.20;
Heh 5.4y Didacke I.4: Perfectionfor Jesus closest dist
ciples:alst’ invelves wvoluntany: poveity :and-following
Jestis (secil 92 I). mmaé:@ father. See Dote on 6,95 7+
8.1-18 A contast-between the’ meQa?&m Hypo:
crites andithe. -pietyrewarded by-the Father iri Hegver;
om alimis; prayer;and fasting see Gospel-of Themias 6514;
2755104 For the’ mumbér: three, ee-noteron’ 112-6a.
6. mﬂnﬂﬂmw ipieny it “dothg rightetusness’; sée
noté on 3:15; seealsod35:'6.2 Al or Charitable: “gifts]
werd giver in: &ﬂpmowmmm on thé subbathr Hypocrités a

m:wn,_mmﬁ Zhatgein’ gmﬁvmﬁugﬁm& miostly against:thé
m__umﬂmnm.w seealsoi v 5511 3£215:bit
se¢ otépn 7:5. ﬁﬁ@\ Tt u\oﬁmmw\uoﬁ omt5.18: For
other'adivize’ ﬁnmu see Didache: 156, 6.4 Four:Fa-
am&. who'seeswir secret, Seetvv: 6,18; 10:26; Rom-2:16:
i5 Aduit Iivzelite inales were expected:to




M AT THE Wi9.34-10.10

demoir-had-been: ¢astout; the oné wha:had
been:~mute .$poke;:rand:. the Jevowds «ivere
dmiazed and:said;¥Neverhas dnythiniglike this
been:seen in Israel” 34But the Pharisees:said,
#By-the: HEmH of the- %Eoﬁw Hpmamma Ot Ea

mm .E.wmu Hmmn@émmﬂ &uoc all

lages, téaching in their synagogites, and ﬁno:
clairhing the good news of the Kingdom, and
curing 'Svery ‘disedss’ and™ m<m&2,._8n§nmm.
#6Wheri:he:saw. the: crowds,. he had:compas-
siom forthem;becduse they were-harassed and
heélpless;: ‘Tike sheep withoutifa ﬁmrawwﬂa.
37THenrhe said to his disciples, *The harvestis
plentiful, but.the:laborers arefews 88therefore
mmw ths ﬁc& om mum hartest, ﬁo_hmmam cE Hm,coH-
Riig 58. : RO

meb Fmﬁm mchﬁ_oﬁaa hifs tywlve: & 2
wciples;dnd-gave them-authority -over
unclean spirits, to¢ast them out;land-t cure
every disease and every sickness, 2These are

5.8./9.84+ Pharisces. See. note :0n.:3.7.zRider)of e
demons,;i.e; Satan, also’ called. mamwm_ua (see note.on
4,1; 10.25; HMM& 9.35-38 Cf Mk 6.6b, 34; Ik mp
10.2; Tn 4.35. See Gospel of Thomas 73. 9.35 The au-
thor’s stirfriniary. Seé noté on 4.23=25! 9.36 Cory
sion. See 14.14; 15.32; 18:27; 20.34. Sheep without'a
shepherd. See 10.6;"15.24; 18.10-14; 26.31; Num
27:16-17; Isa 40 15 Ezek 34.1-6; Tud:11.19; :Dead Sea
Scrolis,-Damascus, Document(GD)-13.5,.9.37.Gh Ik
10:2Harvest, a'commorrimage for thefinaliend:time
q_.&mEmE (see 3:12:.13:30,39; Rev14:14-20; dlso"2 Bsd
4.39;,2 Baruch 70v2):Lahorers anticipates the mission
chargetos mﬁ &mﬂEﬁm (10:5+ %E See Jn 4.3 Qo%myen
ﬂuqinﬂ 73 P 2

+:10.4—¥1.1; The .,agmmwoﬁmuﬁ.uw.uoﬁmmu .m.u,m cﬁmu
om Jesus’ five great. discourses (see. Inttoduction), der
mmHoHuEm.gme with fand M. Thé Twelve-are-com-
marided ito followe: Jesus’ way, that of-the 'wandering
beggar, preacher, and-healern 10.1-4-C£: Mk 6.7;:3:1 6+
19;, Ll8.3; 6.13+163 8ee also-Acts. 1.13; 10.% . Tvelve
symbolizes a few.Tsrael:(twelve: tribes. of-Israel); see
19:28; 'Gen 35.2226;:49.1:28; Josh 4:2=9. Authority,
fc. carry-outithe,same deeds asJasus, their.teacher ex-
ceptteachingisee4:23;9.35;23.8;0f: 28.20:10.2 Apos-
e Vit Uhose sent outfon; 2-mission in)the:natne of
someone. See vv. 40~42; 28.16-20. Pgter, the: first re-
cruited, and niost -prominent. in sthe Gospel 1(4.18;
1647519;.14.:24-27); always comes firstimlists of the
twelve disciples (Ml 31631k 6:147 Acts 1. 133-Andrew,
James,. and John-are atways listed: next (see 4. :wlmmv
103 Philip..-See: Jn 11:45-515:.6.5;7 12
Thomas:. See Ji 11.16; $4:53:20.24-+29;

oﬁﬁ. or Sb.mmm you enter, find out
: Vand'stay ‘there antil you
1T enter thethowsey munm_: DABIE
worthyletiyonnpeaceicome tpon
ot worthy; let yout pedce réturn
anyonel wilk not welcome: youror
words; shake off the dust from
ou:leavecthathéuse. or:towr,
o.ﬁ. MnSmH_u_o.goRa%EEm{mow

,H.romm gm?@ ch,m waﬁ cﬁ
Sw Emﬂdqﬁoum. Go: nowh

P

£} H&Sm {oﬁ ‘Sidt like? mwmmw into
st wolvesyso bewise as serpenits:and
: oves:' 17 Bewaretof theshyfor-they
ot over torcowreils aridiflog you in
oites;: Band yol il _u..m.\,&p.w@m&
rsand kings Becauseof nie asa
them and:thie Gentiles 119 When
e over:do networtyrabout How

b i~

bag moH %oE, gonwbm& or nao

] .m.m&ﬂ.. ‘m@mmgm.._&aonmr you.
betray brother; S,mmmﬁw E.E a

mqm,muma.@ﬁ to amﬁwwﬁm&ma\oﬁ
g - But

DM AT T Bewe R0 El.w»

24 “Ardiscipleismotabove theteackier; fior-a
slave above the master; 25it iz:enough for the
disciple tobe like the teachenand the slave like
the master. If they have:calledr the: master of
the house Beelzebul; how muchmore 5: 9%
malign those-of his: reﬂ%ﬁoﬁr 13

bo%ﬁm amﬂmﬁ apmﬁsé nots vmnoEa Hﬁo {38
2TWhat ¥ 'say to: fourin-the Jdark; tell inthe
lighty: and.mwhat you hearwhispered, proclaism
from the houseteps. 28190 not:fear-these-whio
kill the body but cannot kil the soul; rather
fear him who ¢an destroy both soul and _uom%
in-hell:%.22Are not two:sparrows:sold’foria

penny? Yetrnet:one-of:them will-fall ‘o the
ground apartdrom your: Father:30And. even
the hairs:.offfourheadiare:all counted. .80 do
notibe-afraid;yourare: om morervaluel:than
INany SParrows:: :
-2 “Bvetyone 39&08 thor m&ﬂyoimmmmm
‘me before others; [aléo will.acknowledge ber
,mow.m.gﬁ Fathérin. heaven;33blt whoever de-
‘ies melbeforeothers; Ii also fvill desiybefore
my Father in heaven.
Not Peace, but a.Sword .. «

.,Uo_éon @Er %mﬁ T rmﬁw cometo rmbq

34

wmumnﬂg oth: a wBEEm 3
narrativedn:Marks 9&& 19;9.31;10.

pethaps astaff)to ward: off.robbérs.
theirfoodya missionary principlé;isée
dache 13.Paul réceived sizpport frorh
(Bhilr 4.14420) huit-normially-sup: -
rith:his. frade, for which: herreceived
‘Thissidmaries;. ef. 2 CoT 121316,
lithor's: day. the-fiduse 'wolldi-Haverin:
ise. church, where the faithfifl. et! td
alize; of feigyl ConlG151 901043 A,
Veds: “Peace (Hebtevr ishalom) roxthds
52.7.10:14 Welcorne: Seeivy: 40542;
the dust fromybur fect;:astrong gestire
5 5:515 186015 Traily Ttell yodi,
#Sodom and-«Gomorrak;proverbially
gstroyed: by judgment five;see.L.24;
16:40-50; 2 Pet .65 Jud& 7.0 0:16-
: (+125:6.405:21:12519::45

e ,mnmmn&mm,:mo willihisfollowets.
of Thamas 39.-10.17 Coriniils, probas
elite courts, notthi supreme Jerusalem
6:59). Flog. SeeDeut:25. 1=:3; teéulsd
26; 2 QorT123=24 [THeif syriae

ac%ws.m naa.:m.. %m ,kmm:.Ea
28119;:see also niotesoii IL1;:1:256
mn%a%%méﬁoa .ﬂrmgﬁmmﬁ%.. ;

mmo hcﬂn o.P Hm..mmu_mnnn&me 9,365 18

Hﬁeﬁaw,gw@&&n%m;ﬁl@mm ‘
sdcial tankitig i the:Roman Ent

mwﬁnwﬂmh&‘.w_...cnm%,um&mmnon&muu
clency. Or: two. tunics. or sandal

dothing:orsandals wati? they we

5998.17: 10.26-27:See: Gospek of Thormas. 53:6; 33;
1451651 Corid.5, 10,28 :Sotd,. the. trite
seifl The one who.candestroy.bothsoul dnd body i God.
Hell. Seanote 0m5:22:10:29<31:Sce 6.26; Ps §4.3: Two.
Seéemote on4:18-22:10,32+33 A direct correlation.of
present-behavior withs fiutdre: judgment; isee: notd. o
5 Hm.uwm dlsoiPsi62 .Hm ..Hunoﬁmkm 12; WOE\N. 6. uo.ww bm;

Nm Hm MG 103439 Cf.

_Heummmz& ke ﬁmnna,.wxnn.»%%mw “cuttifig? oldfamily




~ally in:27.32; hére; figuratively inself-denying disciple

.Hug‘mpn& or miterid] life for the sake of;the. gwmmmr

M AT | Bw. 10.35~11.11

5.5 For:I have:cometo. mmﬁ amanagainst Fm

ﬁ..S,..gm kingdom of HmmﬁwFHm

B.E w,hmﬁmwﬂmw mm&ﬁm._.,@mﬁ mother;
E.E,m daughtér=in-law wm&bmﬂ rm

and-thi Sonﬂﬁm.Ww it by

v cmiother-insdaws o ) | w&w ..@Howusmﬁm m&a. the Jaw
36 mﬁm one’s foes will be EmEvon of one’s - ,noEwu or B,mvém toiwait for : iard
own gsm&uoﬁ answered- them,:*

37Whoever loves fathér o mother more than
meis notworthy ofmeé; and:- whoeverlovesson
lor dafighter more thammeiis niotworthy of me;
$8and:-whoever does ndttake np the'cross and
foliow e is not worthy:of me. 39Those: who
find: their life-will'losé. it;-and those:wha: Homm
%mﬁ. bmm lmoH ,.B% mmwm will find:it

rmﬁ.. m.u& seerStheblind ,ané )

at will T'¢oriparé this genera-
.gn._amu itting inthe méaiket-

3 gomﬁﬁ 2&88& you S&nomsmm Eav
and-whoever welcofies:me welcomes the one
who dent fe: 'Whoever welconesia uHom&wﬂ
int -the hame-of a.prophet will receive 'a
prophet’s.reward; ‘and- whoever:welcomes-a
righteous person in the name-of a tighteous °
person will: receivesthe reward wfthe righ- i
tedus;42and whoever-gives even'a-cuproficold -
waterto-one of these little bnes in the name of
ardisciple—=truly L tell yousmone of these will
Homm their reward.” o

\&o@m Sro%mm:omyuowmm.
@gmﬁ, ﬁWﬁdﬁE%oﬁwd out!

wer-doneinyowhadbeén done
it they ; So&m w_mdm repented

w. Em“_.rpm twelve ‘disciples;! he went on
from there to teach-and mﬁon_ﬁ His: dhessage
S %nﬁ Dﬁnm L

on

s m«&@w& violence, has experienced

ath-of JehnyTesus;and ipoterttially

tes; see vv. 35-36. 10.35-36 ‘An allusion to. Mic 7.6. : 10.1623). 1113 Prophets and %m
10.37-39 See'16.24-25; Mk. 8:34—35; Lk'14:26~27. . :

Q&w& of Thomas 35; 101:10.38 Take up.the cioss; liter-

ship: Follow e, Sée notes'ofi '4.19; 5:1% 10:3% h%@ lit.
Fsbul” the centér of life or'self-Alparadox: giving up

. 0-36:seealso
maxmm. é&&bw

letids to-true [ife-{se€ 16.26). 10.40—42 Cf: Mk 9;
Tk - 10.16; - To 12445 ¥3.20; . seev Didache:
10.40: Welcomes, shows hosgitality {se ww. :11;
3041, Prophetsbe:; i wandéring prophet (e also
7.15-20;'13.17,575 2111;.23.29-439; Didache 11413}
A prophet’s freward; perhaps defiried inv: 32 Righteous
person! Seencte on 1,195 see al§o-13.17, 43,49 23.29;
cf:23:.28. Thereward of thérightecus- See’l 3143125.34~
46+ 10.42Little" ones,. usually ichildren: (see .18.1%4;
19.13+15);'but here probably adultimissionariés (sek
note.on 18.6)..Truby F fell: yiow. See .note- on<5.18,
13.1:When:Jesus had: \mzwmm& m.mau.bw&mmn mﬁ,&bm‘ see
notes a1y 7:28; .10.1-11.1; .k
noteon10.L: = o0 A
T 1.2512:50 Unmﬁsm o Q) Hﬁ ?H.&.W Ammn HﬁaomﬁQ
ao&“ the duthorportrays Testis ab thie healing. Messiah,
-Servant;.arid Son of Man,who continues his missionito

1207 bmm&_ Bee: notesizons Fhz;
, :.w ¥ ,Swaﬁ .Eﬂemdnmw a

Svm u 1.2 1-See . Gospebof THo

LM AT H BwW 11:12-29

you, onsthe day-of:judgment it will be:more
tolerable-for- Hﬁ?mﬁm_._maob,%md foryou.
BAnd vou, Capermatsir 5 :
will you be exalted to rmwﬁﬁm ..
‘No, you will b& duuoumg aoéﬁ 1o

vmmb. mbbm %10} moaeﬁu néocﬁ rmém ,nmupﬁbma
until mEm &m% mpwd.ﬁ ﬁmﬁ %os that ohﬁvm mm% Om

aH.ﬁrmE% youy mm.

25 At that time. w@mﬁm -84
therzLord of Heaven:andrearth, because you

have: hidden: these things: from: the :wiseand
the:intelligent-and:liave revealed them ‘toiims
fants; 20yes; Father; forduch:wasyourigracious
will# 27 Alk things hafe héen handed: over:to
rhe by my, Father; andunosoneknows the:S6n
except-the Father, and! no-one knoWws.the Tax
ther'exdept theSon and. muv\omm 1 whom ﬁm
Soitchobsesto reveal him:-

28 “Come’to:me, ail your m.._ﬁ aré Emm.@. mﬁm
are carrying Wmmﬁdﬁawbm, and I'will give you
rest. 29Take B.ﬁwow« apon qdﬂv ‘anid leérn from

_
t

i ' Siilon viere: gentile ‘citiés om 'the MediterFatiesn
coasty see 15.21. Sackcloth, a dark garment of goats’ or
camels'thait: (see Gen:37.34s Rev: 6:12), anidvdshas were
-associated with ritesref - mourning, fasting, and repen-
tancey sec6.16:15a 58 22 Buit LtelliyourSee fiote on
5.21748. 1%.2% Caperymdm. See notesiona4:25::11:21,
Jesustwordsiagaingtithercityrecho [8a14:13, 15 Hades,
Greek-equivalent to:Hebrew.Sheol, iréalm ofsthe det
parted: dead- Sodomi: See 'notes: on: 10:15;.Fob-13.2.
11.25-27 Cf. Ll 10:21-22::1 125 Father."See note on
6.9. Lord-of heaven.and earth.See:5.34=35; 6.10;28:18;
Acts:17.24; noteion, Tob: 7.1 112, Infanss, Jésus' follow-
ers; see21.16 (cf. 21:9); note oh 18:6; Gospelof. Thomids
4:WAlL See 6:10.13:27 Théuse of Fatherand Sen with-
out modifiers (sec also, 24:36 )-and the'theme of mutuial
knowledge are cominon inthe Gospel-of Jolin-(see Tui
3355 10:14=15;.13.3; 37.25):.The Sor’Seendte-on 3.17;
cf-Gospel of Thomas 61:1¥:28-30-CE-Gospeldf Thomas
90. 11:28 Come.to-nie: Personifiedswisdotn spedks sirir-
ilarwords in.Siv 24.19;. 51.23; of: Mt 11:19: Rest, Sée.Ex
33745 Ps. 95:F1; Heb -4:1= 1:29.: Yok 4 ‘rabbinic
metdphor for the-difficult but joyous task ofobedience
,Hoi._n:ﬂowwb ﬁmmm &mo..,mw..m Hn.n 5:5; »,Pn_....;m 10); Hurmble:

5L. Mm!m..\...
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MATTHEW :18.19-19.9

whatevef you. bind.on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loese on earthwill be
loosedin Heaven. 19Again; truly I tellyou, if two
of you agree on earth:about 4 g you ask,it
will be done for you by my- Father in heaven.
2For where two- ot three are: mm&mﬁm in E%
nmEo“ H am. 996 among them R

mcégm:am

NH .Hrmd mmﬁﬁ. came and-said to: HEﬁ ghoa Mm
another member of the church” sins mmmEmﬁ
me, how ‘oftenr should T moﬂm el As mew. as
seven timest” memﬁm said to: him, “Not seven
times, MUE, I \8569 seventy-seven’ times. -

H:m EEEn o% the C:%E%S:m mﬁéni

23 wmoﬂ.ﬁﬁ..,mmmwow the Ebm&oE, ,om rmmﬁwa
may be compared to a king who wished to set-
tle accounts.with his slaves.2¢When he-began
the‘reckoning,: one who owed him ten thou-
sand talénts® was:brotught.to him; 25and;as he
could not: pay; his Jord-ordered him tobe sold,
together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the
slave fell- ot his ‘knees before him, saying,
‘Have' patience with me;.arid I will pay you
¢verything’ 27 And out of pityfor him, the lord
of that slave released him and forgave him' the
debt. 28Buit ‘that ‘same slave, 4s ke wert ouf,
carhé upon 9né of his fellow staies who owed
him 2 hundred denaril;® and seiz g him by
the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe’ 2Then
his fellow slave: fell -down and Enmmmm with
him, ‘Have patience: with me, .and 1.will ‘pay
you’ 30But herefused; thén be wentand threw
him-inte prison until hé¢ woild pay‘the debt.
31'When his’ mmzcé ‘slaves saw what had hap-
ﬁnﬂa& EQ WeTe mwmm\&w &m\ﬂmmmam .and; they

3.6~15; 2'Jn 10)..18.19 Ask. See 7. ulﬁ 18.20 sw_rmam
#wo or three ate gathered, hete asia cotrtof discipline.
In my name (se€ also 7.22;.10.22) implies the vicarious
presence and- autherity: of the resurrected Jeshs (see
28.20; 1 .Cox.5.3+4). Two. Sée note on 4.18-22,18.21~
22 Cf Lk-17.4. The number seven {see note on 12:45)
suggests completeness: (see’ Gen-4.15; Lev 26.18;.Ek
17.4; Rev 1.4,-12, 16)..18,2% Peter. See.note on-14.28.
Another member. See note: ony 18.15. 18.22.1 tell you.
See note on_5.18..18:23-35 An.allegorical parable.
18.23 Kingdom of heaven..See note.on 4:17. May'be ¢
compared: See note on-13.24. King+(a thinly veéiled allu-
sion to God), afrequent figuredn the author’s parables
(see, e.g.,.22.2; 25.54). 18.24 Ton thowsand talents, an
chnum.mEmEm amount {see. textnote ¢); note on.25. @m
18,27 Pity. See9.36. The lord::See note on. 7:21; see w_uo

10.24-25. 18.28 A hundred -dewarii. See text: note. 4. -

-and said to him,“You! wi

taken Emnm. mmdug(gm Hoﬁ.

52Should you not have wﬁa m
low stave, as Thad ; ‘meréyon
angerhis lord handed himiover
until he would pay- his. entir
heavenly. Father: will: also:d|
you, if you do.net forgive:yot
ter* Woﬁ&dﬁ heart”-

19

.mm& 1o m.ﬁﬁr “Not. mdmn%ebm
eaching; but- only these.fo

snwm..”moﬂﬁ&a sake of the king-
ﬁmﬂ. any ne mnnmmﬁ this"who

Hmnnr 1. bout D

gmu Jesiss-had finishe
things, he left: Galilel

Ema& .H,:zm Q:.ER: )

region of Tudea beyond:th
crowds followed-himyarid he
.- 3 Some-Pharisees: came
him: theyagked, “Is it lawful fo
voree liis-wife: for. any cause
“Have: you -not-read ﬁrmﬂ

. and do' woﬂ mﬁov
o suchr-as:these that the king-
enl _umHonmm.v., a?& he laid Em

them at the beginning ‘ma .
fernale, Sand said, ‘For thisre
Hmmdn Em mmEQ, E.E EoEmH

good:deed must #:do to-have
#And he said to. him, “Why:do
bout what is gooi? There is oaly
od::1f you wish to enterinto life,
andments,” 18He said to-him,

And/Tesiis said, ,onn shali not
hall not comrmit m&&ﬁwﬁ %oa
Y mem.m,.uoﬁ bear false wif]

no omné mmwmmmﬁn " uﬁﬁ% ‘s
then did Moses coinimand: E
cate of dismissal and to
to Emﬁr “It was becaise ¥
anﬁon_ &mﬂ Zommm atlowe
USE,. wives, but from the beginming it

ebu& I mm% 8 %oF éro

a Gk cw ué\ brother B Ot seventy vim c )
worth.anore than. ffteen yeaty’ wages.o 2 &mﬁ. Jesus’ teaching on divorce
4 The denarius was the usval day’s wag ples’ commerit on not marrying (v.
& Gls brasher saying'ini v. 12 Not everyone . .« bt
! 2 Eunuchs; eniascilated
persiof the royal harem (see Esth
270540 early Tsrael they were excluded
ity. {see: Deut. 23.1) Have smade
ichs probably:kyperbole for practic-
see'al50.22.:30; 1" Cor 7.8, 25~40).. H@ﬁ.
ote: on: 4:17. 19.15-55 CE Mk
517, See. Gospel of Thomas.22; 46,
#;-here-ditual children (hut see
Lay: his-hands on. them,Le., w0 im-
ee: Genr 48:8:216). 1914 Tb such. as
fhumble smtust(see noté on 18.4).
! et See:notevon 4:17:.19.16-30. Cf.
note on m wH Deut 24,  Harg : 8-30..19:16 Whar good; deed
y otg 0on3.8. 19.17: Enter into lfe, Le.,
‘seenvvil23—245 note on- 4:17.
ev-19.18; Deut 5:16-20;
37 Didache 2.2+3.. Honor your fa-

18.33 Eﬁe\.,.man 9.13;12.7: 1835 Onithe ¢
give, see 6:14-15; 8.21=22
- 19.1-20.34 The airthor T BE.

fromthe beginning (Gal:3.17).19.9.
-note on-5.18. Bxcept. for unchastity,

CLMATTHEW 19.10-29

19Honor your. father:and mother; also, You
shall love- your: neighbor as yourself”:20The
young man said to him, “I have kept all these;
what do I still'lack?? 24jesus said. to him, “If
you wish to be perfect, go, sell'your posses-
sions, and give the, money® to the poor, and
you will hiave treasure in heaven; then come,
follgw-me.” 22When. the young than heard;this
word; he-went: msaa\ mhmﬁum, moH rm Wma EME%
Huo%nm,ﬁoum- .

+23 Then Jesus- mBm fo &ra. &mn_ﬁmmu Hﬂb% H
ﬁnb you, it will- be hard for-a.rich person to
enter the kingdom of heaven. 24Again I tell
you, it-is easier for a‘carnel to.go through the
eye of a needle than for:someone who is rich
to-enter thé kingdom of God” 25When the dis-
ciples heard this, they. were-greatly astounded
and-said, :“Ther - who . can. be -saved?” 25But
Jesuglooked at them and-said, “For mortals it
is :Hwomagﬁ ‘Uﬁ for mo& m: EEMm are @82-
ble - e .

=27 d:ﬁ Huﬁmu mmi in mm@? aHooF we Hum<m
left-everything.and followed you. What then
will we have?” 28Jesus said to thern; “Truly I tell
you,.at the:renewal of all-things, wherr the Sen
of Man {s seated on the throne of his: glory,
you; who have followed e will- also-sit .on
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Ts-
rael. ,mmbha.bdm&\ona ﬁ&o wmm left boﬁmnmba

&’ Otier anciént duthorities tead except on the w_..ax:& &« i
unchastity, causes.Ber tq commit adulierys others add at the. nun_ of
the verse and hie who marries a divarced woman commits na‘r?mu.
B On_umﬂ encient »EWE.E@ add .‘“.SE my Eﬁr € Qnsun_a #
§§Q T

ther and mother. Cf. 12.46—50. Neighbor. See notes on
18.15+20; 22.39: 19.21 Perfect. See note on 548, Give
. . to the poor. See 26,9211 Treasiire in-heaven: See
6.19~21. Fot socialranking in'the Roman Empire, see
Introduction, 19.23-26 Cf. Mk:10.23-27;Lk 18.24—
27..19.23 Truly I tell you. Sec note on 5.18.Hard!fora
rich -person.: See 1. Tim -6.9~10,:17-19;: Jas. 516,
19.24 Camel .. .-through the eye of @ needle, hyperbole
mcmmamsnm virtudl impossibility. 19.26 Al things are
possible; "See :alsé Gen 18:14; . Mk 14.36;- Lk -1.37.
19:27-30.:Cf. Mk 30.28+31;. Llc 13, 30; 18:28=30;

22.28+30: 19.27 Peter. See note-on 14:28. Followed,
See 4:18~22: £9.28 Truly I¢el] you. See¢ note on. 5,18,

Renewal,’a revitalized . creation following - the- final
judgment-(secialso 2 Pet 3.10-13; Rev 21.1~22.5),

Son.of Man... . of the.throne. See.note on 8:20; see also
16.27;:25.3 146, Twelve thronés,: fudging ithe. twelve
tribes; Seé niote.on 10:1;se¢ also 1 Gor 6.2; Rev 3.21;

4:4.:19.29 On: leaving family -and: possessions; see
8:20~22; 10:21~23; 37; 12146150, The cluirch pro-
vides a hundredfold. of brothers and sisters- (see 12.50).
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‘ | - v Lo 3 : . swhose fzith,:o Enﬁ noﬁuwmm._ﬁ m@umm&ﬁm& .mm.m mroé S @m.éaﬁﬁuwim%

.,ﬁmﬂ& nwmm&. 20:3 H, “to-encoutage itsreaders.tobelieve that. Hozpmpm
Tk am m@& @Ena,&rﬁ?mﬂcﬂnﬂ clrcumstanees mwmﬁorwm m,uo<9 &ﬁm Eo‘u-

I'T HAS LONG BEEN RECOGNIZED that the Gospel ?Ho&ﬁm 10 _orw &mm “
other Gospels. It has characters and events that the other three &o H,uoﬁ m

ries that are prominentin them. It uses language rich in symb ,or.mﬁ mﬁ&“mﬁv
ing. Irony and paradox are common in John; people often Ewmﬁﬂmmwﬂmwa
in a way that opens up new levels of meaning, Instéad of speaking inparahles:
about the kingdom of God, Jesus speaks in long, difficult monolo gues ab
tion to God, and the need to belicve in him. Since the secord century CE,
to think of John as the %EE& Gospel,” more Emowo&n& than histo ical Rece
hovever, shown that John has a certain grounding in history.

ulous amwmnmu B HC was jn-

R

miozn& Setting -

OF ALL THE NT GOSPELS, John presents by far the most hostile picture of H&
and the Jews. Throughout the book Jesus rebukes “the Jews” for Emﬁ.mm&ﬁ
derstand him. For their part, ﬁrﬁu try to stone him, and people who Gonfes
are put out om Ea &Emmomﬁn s0 that his &wnﬁwmm are :mm.ma of the wmém >

from &dmmom.:mm before the 80s, and even %nn this did fot happen mﬁuﬁ%ﬂm
- Tt is now widely recognized that this state of affairs reflects the circumsts

12.42). For some, the punishment only emboldened their confession of
ently sought to remain within the synagogue as secret Christians (12.42-43

Ttis E%oﬁ&.m to remernber, then, that when John speaks of “the jews,™:
the Jewish people as a whole, In some passages (e.g.; chs. 7, 11) the transla
sible, perhiaps reflecting tensions between Galileans and Judeans in the time o
however, the ultimate referent seems to be mpm. synagogue authorities of 4 par

Emnm who were inimical to the Christian moverent, aithough mbompmw E..Bc

1514 ritings; E&&Em the @Q& Sea. mnﬂomm mu& other; Fﬁ%éﬂ-




ForN T1-14

ings, Greco-Roman texts such ag the Corpus hermeticusm, mb@..m.wmnﬂmmam.wﬁ@..mw
the second centuiry associated with “gnostic” circles. Along with-thie synagogue
ences from such traditions may Have had a part.in the development:of thi
traits. John states quite clearly that the community’s ideas about Jesus change

Hrm S»Sm mmnaﬂm Flesh’

Hh the wamsn_hm Vs the Word, and the

‘Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All
things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being.
‘What has. noBm into vam 4in him 3 Jwas life,*

and ‘thé kife was the light of afl people. 5The

light shines in the mmngnmmu and the mmawnmmm
did not gvercomeit. i+ - | \
6 There, was a.man mmwﬁ mnoB Qom ﬁ&om&

name Smm uors. qmw ntm asa witness to Hm- ,

tify to the light, so that all ‘might believe
through  him: $He himself was not the light, "

but rn.aﬁﬁn to testify to the light.-#The true -

"1.1+18 The prologue introduces thie central ?mBm,

of this:Gospel: the.divine Savior has comie into the :

world, has been rejected by many, but has;given eternal .

life to those who accepted him. Some hold that at least
parts of the prologue (e.g., vv. 1-5, 10-11, 14, 16) were
originally a separate poem, adapted £or this purpose.
In these versesa word in one clause often léads into the

nextt clause.” Also cf.' 1 Jn "1.1~4, ‘which is wnovwz%.

based on this prologue, 1.1 Jn the beginning. See' Gen
1.1. Word, not simply a spoken word (like God’s words
of creation in Gen 1), but the Logos, in Greek thought
the divine principle of reason. that gives order to the

universe and links the human mind to the mind:of .

God. Hm.,Smr traditions about divine Wisdom (Prov

£:22) lie Béhing this irhage. The ftst-Cenfury Jewish

philosopher - Philo. identified. -divine - Wisdom : and.
Word, . evoking. both biblical and Greek tradjtions.

With God .., wets God succinctly expresses the serise 6f

unity and distinction of divine Persons that under-
girds classical expressions of Christian theism. 1.2—
4 He, hint, or possibly “it)” i.e., the Logos. 1.4 A major
part of John's message is that Jesus brought divine Kfe
into’the werld.-Here this life is 4ssociated with cre-.
ation; mHmas&oHa it is described as “eternal quu zﬁ life

of 'résiitrettion béyond death that is ‘given mow td "
thasewho believe in Jeshs. See 3:16; 5.21-29; 6.32-40, -

51-58; 11.25-26; 14.6; 17,13, L5 Light, darkness. See .
Gen'1.3-4;
seealso’ S.wm (overtake), 1.6—8 The contrast with Johw =

time and describes this development as the work of the Holy Spirit (12.16; 14
By claiming that the divine Son of God truly “became flesh,” i.e., was fully hum
the Christian belief that in Tesus God enitered irito human history t& save huria
evet other traditions it may appropriate, this belief is-central to the syinbolis:
this mo%& ?.».ﬂu K/ RENSBERGER, Hmﬁm&. E\ HAROLD W ..ﬁ.,Eﬁumm_ :

Cvealéd to Moses as fulliof steadfs

1Jn 285110 Oss‘naﬁmh or noBmHawmumu

2

father’s ‘only son,* full of grace
{Johnitestified. to him and cried
asthel of 'whom I said,, ‘He who
ranks aliead of me because ke
Py RmEE Em m_.Eﬁmmm we gﬁw

rmﬁ iﬁn@ mabmwﬁmbm A JELST .
into ﬂrm world,* g testimony given by-fohn when

riests and Levites _Woiqmnnmmq

ﬁmﬁ. gobm %o:
: rnetknow; 27the one
§ m?ﬂ me; H am not worthy to

od’s igos in' Tsrael through. the
on, lit. "an-only one from'a [or the)
V27, 305 note on 1.6-8. LA7 Came;
terice.” 1.18/No one has ever seen God:

odthe only Som, lit: “the ofily-God.”
11 The v&ﬁ;m%,mﬁm&ou of: Jesus is

aithough unifke othersuch figiires in

told &mg.a oite could séz God; hoy od ‘wuosﬁ on the cross.

V OE.V« Luke" &mo it
m_.: _um. ngmmmﬂbw En

.o. ‘Acts Hw.ﬂmmy ‘note on HF 1.6— 3,
theJewish authiorities, identifiedrint

Lived Eaeam
noBEm to rﬁm
guards, ‘musicians; singers,
.mxm.mﬂmm m.ﬁ u.oﬁEd om m@.nr Agm_

58 m.m,ﬁﬂ%mﬁ.rka gommm Qu»&
: T.40;:525 Acts 3:22~24; 7.37)in

JjoHN' 1.15-38

untie the thong of his saridal” 28This. took
placein wngma% across Em uo&mb ﬁ&ﬁ.m Houg
was _umwﬁmﬁm

.. The Lanb-of God.

wo Hrm Hext mm% hiersaw Jesus coming: Hoéma
him and-dedlared; “Here.is the L. of God
who takes.away the sin‘of the world! 30This is
he of whom I'said; ‘After me comes a:man'who
ranks Zhead-of me because he'was before me’
33 myself did not know him; butT came bap-
tizing with water for this reason, that he'fight
be revealed to Israel” 22And John testified, “I
saw the Spirit descending from héavei like a
dove, and it rémained on him. 321 myself did
not know him;, but the one who- sent meto
baptize with!water said to me, ‘He .on whom
you sée theSpirit: descend and remain is the
one who:baptizes with. the Holy Spirit” 3And
I'myself have séen mum Wmﬁw \Rmﬂmmw mpmﬂ mzm is
mzm moﬂ emmomsn.

__HE,E_,, i

, -Disciples of Jesus .
wm me next-day. John again was standing 2:&
two of g.&mﬁ&mmu 36and ashe Smﬁnrma TJestis
walleby, he exclaimed; “Look, lere is the Tamb
of Ged!” 37 Theiws disciplesheard him say-this,
and they-followed Jesus, 38 When Jesus turned
and saw them folléwing, he said to them,*What.
are’youooking forf™They said to him,“Rabbi”
mégnr ﬁmbmﬂmﬁmmhbmmbm Hmmnrmau n.s&mam are

g T %R H..ammqu o:H\.x .wo; & Omumn wnﬂnbﬁ mﬁwoﬂnmm Hmmn Hu
isan onily S, God, or Tristhe only Sen "¢ Gk bosoni 4 Or the
ﬂmaﬁ e Other mnegﬁ mE.aozxow _.Sa is mam %EQ_ ong o

&ﬁ Hmmﬁ &wﬁ L. Nm Hovb H_um wwmnmﬂ quotes [sa %o 3. Om
Mt 3:3; Mk 1:3; Lk 3:4.°0.26 Whom you do not kiow,
Sée v.. 10:-1:27: The.ohe-. , ‘corming after me.. See v..15.
1.28 Bethany-across'the Jordan (ie., east of the Jordan
Rivér). ‘Location unkhiown. 1.29 Lamb of God . .-
world: Cf. 1:Jn 2:2:' Why Jesus is called the Lambis not
quite clear. Bulls, goats; and sheep were used a$ sacri-
fices for sin {see Lev 4=5), but not lambs’ John pre-
sentsifesus dé.the Passover lamb (see netes on:19.14;
19:36), but that lambis nota sacrifice for §in. Arefer-
ence'to.Isa53.7 is. possible bit uncertain.-1.36 See ¥
15..1.32—-34 Unlike:in the other-Gospels, Teslis" bap+
tismitselfis ot described, only John's Tesponse to it
of Mt'3:13-17; Mk 1.9-11; Lk 3.21~22. The purpose
of John'sministry is interpreted in-strictly Christian
terms. His baptism was not -for repentance but that
Jesus mightbe revealed (v.31)..1.35-51 Only John says
that Jesus’ first disciples-came from among the- disci-
plés of Jolin theBaptist: They seem to increasingly rec-
ognize-Jesus’ spécial: status:(vw:'38,.41,-45, 49,751}, al-
though jesus-finally tells them they will see something
unéxpected” (v. 513.-L.36 Lamb of God. See v. 20.




§o BN i10.40-11.22

4 He went away agaii across the Jordan.to
mum placeiwhere John had Been baptizing.ear-
lier, and-he refnained- théte. 4 Many. cariie to
hitngand: they were-saying, “John performed
nosign; but-everything: that-John said.about
this-man-was true.” E%Ea Sméw v&uﬁam in
r:dmnﬁ.m BRI e

1 ,235 » nmﬁﬁn man was- E ﬁmNmEm of
sl Béthany, the village of:Mary-and hér
sister | Martha:. ,2Mary ; was, «the” one.who
anointed: the Lord with-perfume-andiwiped
his mnﬁ with H.Rsrmh.u herbrother- ﬁmmﬁ.nm was
E: 350 the sisters-séit 'a fessageto:Jesus,?
“Eord,he:whom you love is.-1L7? 4But. when
Jesus heard-it, he said; *This illness-does riot
leadrto deathi: rather it is-for God’s. glory se
that the Son of God may be glorified through
it 5 Accordingly, thougl.Jesus loved Martha
and'hérsister.and-Lazarus; mmmm&wmqﬁm&mﬁm
thatLazarus® wds il he mﬁmﬁ@g &mﬁ Howmﬁ.
its theplace where he was. -
+77 Theéh-after this he: m&gﬁﬁo E.R &wﬂﬁmmu
#Let us go to:Judea agdin’; #Fhe disciples.$aid
to-hirm; $Rabbi, the . Jews wére just now- ﬁabm
tosstone you, and.are you goitig there-again?®
esus answered; “Ate thire not twelvé hours
of daylight? Those who waik during the’ day

the light: of

ﬁoﬂ@"os ._Hmo S
7.1;8.59;11.54; Hw.mm. wo.pc Where word w&m wmma wa\_u-

tizing earlier; 1.e., Bethany across the Jordan (1.28), not :

John'slater locationat Aenam (3:23) ,5 41 mﬁ&a?ﬁ
thatohmsaid, See 1:19-34;-3.27-430.
¥ 244 Having ' spoken™of. Euumnﬂ.. as: ﬂ_pm moom
shépherd who lays.down.his life forrthe sheep {10:11=
18) Jesus nowzisks his lifeto.give life:te his friend;Lazs
arus {wv7=163.cF; 15.13). The result ofithis life-giving
15 Jesus”own death: (vv. 45-53). Thus-the story of the
raising. of. Lazarus prepares readers for-the passion
narrative:{chs, 18199 11.1 Bethary; not the same.as
Bethany dcross:the Jordan, wheré-John had baptized
{see1.28; note'on 1040}, This Bethany:lay just.cast:of
E 8); across:the Kidron Valley and bn tHe
easternside of the Moant 6f @lives. Maryand:hersister
Martha;. perhapsithe:same ‘women refepred.ta in Ek
: but, this. dssdncestain. 112 Anointed. -Sée
12:158. Bhd:dtisfor Godl's glory. ©f 9.5, Glory, glorified.
Sge . vi.-40; . sée - alsea:2. 115, 13, wHI..me‘._ 14.13; 17.1.
L6, Jesis-seems -deliberately-tolet Tazarus die (see
alsovv. 14515, 21,3237 ) Latzarus, however, mightal:
ready. have been dead by .the time the meéssage arrived,
and Jesuy’ delaywould-have timed hisarzival in-Beth-
anyafter thefinality of Lazarusls-death had'beer;con-
firmiedi{see note.on. 1117}, As elsewhere (23147 1+

this:iworld: 9Bt ,ﬂWOw

wma &aE., _uwo%aﬂ é‘zmm

: 5 me; | even
mmua...%aﬂ%owm 55

gmdm and:told ‘her. wﬂﬁﬁ?
Here and is n.mmEm for you”
she'heard it; she“got up quickly
it 30N ewy lesus had moetsyet
lage; bt .sﬂm.‘meb at-the place

ews-who

ough .ﬁw»ﬁ.ﬁmwmﬁmm
6 wmgm\u

and mma to him, “Lord, Hm %om

i

¥ wﬂoﬁrﬁ ﬁaam ‘ngt’ wm%

come mbmtmmms 3 Hmmﬁm

tyinigto stone ¥
Eﬂ..?aamg hereand: mHmms&
eral issue -of Sthe: u.nsa 3

Jews:of Emﬁ 55 @asmﬁm&.ﬁwﬁ. there

MK 12.18-27; Acts 23.6:+8;,24:15,
, logiciivthese verses

“logical™ subject: As
.51, Jesus brings the
id- eternal &méﬁ the E&mﬁ

am glad-Lwas nonthere: See not
mn@:rm..mo m?pmwmrm = Digvith:

EEP H@ﬁmﬁ _umw&. alsoheld m.ﬁ
Ea,ooa% men mﬁmn &&m@ sothasd is thifse vm-
\the tomb,
biutwailingand
.32 Sesmote -on

.37 @um:& thie

senger Jeft Bethany-to report hi :
the-healin mﬁbnﬁn_p :9.11:38:A

1118 Bethany.-Seeinote o
met:hirm: Peopl 1
the houseduring the first seven
tomb to ‘grieve forthe deceasec

. urdays: :See
Q. the order.of beliening dnd seer

T L oHENT L2349

A& 5 Wnamm wnNﬁEm o’ hcnm .
mm &ma esus;again,; mwmmm% &wgnvma came'to
the-tomb, It svas a; ave,-and.a-stone: Smm__wgm
against it:3%Jesus said; S Take -away the. §tone”

Marthathe sister.of ﬁwm dead:iman; said tohimy,
{Liord, already there is a:stenrch becausehehas
been dead fousdays”40Tesus said to, ey Did I
not tell youithatifyou believeds youwould see
thei glory:of God?™ 4180 they, tock-away . the
stone, And Jesus looked upward and said, $Fas
ther; I thank you forhaving heardime 427 kriew
that yowalways, hearme,but.I; have said this.for
the sake .of the crowd. mﬁb&us here;:so that
they maybelieve that you sent me”45Whemhe
had said this, he cried with a loud voick;ihazds
H.cm, come oﬁ!

Nmm,gmnw.dm E 2 ;

with Mary:and &ma mmmnb.._%rma Jesuis &mv.,_um,
lisved inhim. 46 But.some: of themn went:to-the
Pharisees. and- toldsthern ; what. hevhad; done.
4780 the chief Huﬁmma and the Pharisees called a
meeting of thé ourdil; ahd $4id. “What are we
to-do? This: ‘man.isperforming many:signs. 481
wedet hini:go onlike this, everyone will believe
in:himn, and the:Romans will come ard destroy
bothjeunholylplace: mEm olir umﬁoFu 47But.one

a* Olffér dncientatthorities Tackidnd el B Gt Chirist
¢ Or our temple; Greek our place

ing with mﬁfﬁ V. mm,..mnn_&mo ﬁ A83:6:305: 20, m.mxmm

dote. 61 211 Glory . of  Gods -See, mote: on, T1.4.
1142 Jesps also; gxplains why things are said i 58345
12;30;se8-4150 6.6: So.that. o senpme-See Alsoi17.21.

1143-44.C£.5.25, 28-29: Binding and wrappingwere
paxt of the Jewish busiakcustems bf the day; se2.20.6—
P Letdim.go;.le.,levhim walk 11.45-53:The- decis
sion tozpuit Jesugto death results from:his givinglife to
Lazaruss of, M b2 1146 See:also.9:15, 1147~

48 The council,-1.6:; the:Sanhedrin; the highest-Jewish

court and-governing body: (see note-on:7.32).A man
doing-signs. might intend toi challenge:the nile:of the
Romatis;aind:so bring on an.attackssee note on:6.14=
15.-Aigeneration aften Jesus’ gmz?m Jewish: revolt:of
66-70:criresulted inthe destruction-of Jermsalem; in-
dluding. the: temple | (holy: place)y and. in, the death; or
captivity.of thousands: of Jess. £1.49, That yegr; The
high-priésthocdiwas theoretically-a brereditary lifetime
position: (Num: 25:10=13),:but in the first. century. 2e
the office holder was subject to approvatbysthe Roman




of thern, Caiaphas, who was high priest that
year, said 'to thern, “You kiow nothitig at alll
30%owdo not understand that it isbetter for-you
10 have one man die forthepeople thanto have
the whole nation-destroyed.” $1He did not say
this on his own, but being high priestithat year
he prophesied that Jesus was about to- die for
thie riation, $2mid.not for thenation ‘only; but to
gather into. one the dispersed’ children- of:-God.
5380 from that dayon they planined to put hirn
to dedth: - ML e vl o
54 Jesus therefore no Jonger walked about
dpenly among.the-Jews, but went from there
to a town called Ephraim in the région near.
the wilderness; and he remained' there with
the diciples.” T
- 55 Now-the Passover of the Jews was.near,
and many went'up from thecountry to Jerusa-
lem before the Passover to purify themselves.
56They were lookingfor Jesus and were asking
one amother as they stood in.the temple,
“What do you think? Surely he will not come
torthe festival, willthe?” 37 Now the chief priests
and the Pharisees-had given orders that any-
one who knew where Jesus® was should let
them know; so that they might arresthim. -

~. oo aMary Anoints Jesus ;.
m,.‘., . 8ix days before the Passover Jests cami

& 10 Bethany, the .home - of Lazarus,
whom he.biad rajsed from the-déad; 2There
they gave a dinner for him. Marthéserved; and
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him:
*Mary took a pound of costly perfume made

governor and the position changed hands frequently.
Caiaphas in fact held: office-for eighteen years: (18—
36/7 cej; see 18.18; Mt 26:3; Lk 5.2; Acts £.6. The high
priest was a poiitical as well-as 4 ‘religious lezder’and
thus ‘headed “the Sanhedrin. ‘See’ also ‘1 Macc 12:6;
14.41-45; Mk 14:60-64; Acts 5.17; 2152315/ 1150 A
cynical. pelitical judgment. itonically contairs a- pros
found: theological ‘truth. 11.51-He prophesied. . The
high-priesthobd svas niot genierally regarded a3 carry-
ing prophetic powers. Tokir's poixt is-that Calaphas
propliesied: unconsciusly; ‘like other ‘opponents -f
Jestis, he Spoke miore truly than he knew (see riotesion
7.33-36;19:14). AX5Z To' gather irto one. See also
10.16;17.21. 11.54-57 Jesus inhidingysee also.7.1,'10;
8.59; 12:36.11.54 Ephraim: Location uncertain. It may
e the town rentioried in 2-Samy 15:23;.1:Magc 11.54
{Aphairena), perhdps near Bethel LL55. Passover. See
notes on 2:13; 6'4. The last indication f #ime was.in
10:22¢Purify themselyes. Num-8.10=11 requires tose
who are uncleanto:celebrate Passover a'mosthlate (cf,
1828 ILS6 CET.AL v e b

‘the one who comes in the-nam

oung aouwm.%

wmmmmwmmﬁw.gnw

f Zion.

that she might kéep it for the da
§You abways havé-the poo
do Dot always have'me.”

18 sign- that, the-.crowd went. to

ey you:can: do nothing. Look,

e wish:to see. esus™22Philip
td Andrew; then-Andrevy andPhilip
. old Jesus. 2Jesus ansivered, them,
o come for the Sor, of Man to be
ery truly, I tell you, unless a grain' of
e earth-and dies, it rerriain Just
utif it dies, it bears ruch frgt.

their lifelose t, and those who

st follow mie;-and
cre will' iy servant be
sEfesme the Fa

12.1-8 The anointingat Bethan
14:3=9, A sinrlar story is placed arlie
in Lk 7.37-38: K21 Passover: See
See siote on11.1: Lazaris | . raised
11.1-44: 12.2-3 Mirtha, Mary,
Rorhan pound was ‘about. 12:dirhces
Nard, = perfumed: ointment; ifnporte
malayas; see Song 1.12; 4.13—1

5 16.12--13).
121718 See 11.45-46;
the feeding miracle in 5,26,
“..M_NE. gone.after him. Cf.11.48. 12.20=
cdizlogue in Howuv.mcncm,&.oﬁﬁm‘nﬁm

12.7 This ancistin

pending déatk, Tewds! riak custo Eb@. Qmm@,vﬂgnw symbolic of the
ing the bodywith' pérfiimed ofl: f Christianityito the Gentiles (sce 7,35
11 Lazarus isalso endangered beca ‘after Jesus has been: glorified (see vv,

ilip: Seeniote on 143, Andrew, See notes

see 11:45-53, 12.9 Crowd. Ses note'o
: : w The hour when Jesus is to be:glori

g or simply. “going” 12:12-19:
¢ —IT;Mk 11,1410 Lk 19:28
Seenote in 2:13.12.13 O#ly John me
paim: The words of thecrowd comefy
and both palm branches and this s
Pestival of Booths (sée rioteon

) ). Bee v. 16; see
32;°17.1 4~5; notes. on 4.23; 7.30;
L Cor 15.36-38: 12,25 See-Mt 10.39;

and:sat.on ityas

meémbered ﬁmm.ﬁ:mramma?.bmm, had  him?” 30%esus answered;
en of Him pﬁm.&m&.._.vomu,.&ohn. to for your sake, not for-mi
-with’him  ment ofthis world; now.the ruler of this w 1d
Lazarus out of the:tomb and  willbe driven: H,..mn ndl, o ifred 1o
omithe dead contintied to testify.« et will o o i ifted "y

ccause they heard:that'he had  self”

JOHN 12.14-38

e SR SRR S, -
., Jesus Speaks.about His Deqit’

27 “Now my soul sistroubled. And what

should 1. say— Father,. savé- nie from. this

hour’? No, it s for this feason that [ have core

to -this hour. Nmmw&ma:mwom.@. Your name?

Then 2 voice came from heaven, “Thave glori-

. feditiand Twill glorify it again? 29The crowd

standing there heard it and said that it was
thunder. Others; 52id;"An angel has spoken to
“This voice has come

& 3 Now is the judg-

from. the earth, ‘will ‘draw all people* o mi=
35He: said this to.indicate the kind-of
death he wids to:die. 34The crowd -answered

Pharisees; then-'said to-one bim, “We: have heéard from: the -law that: the

Messiah* rerains forever. How can you say
that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is
this Son of Man?™ 357esus saidto them, “The
light is-with yoti for'a little longer..Walk while
you rmﬁ the:light, se-that the darkness. may

vou -do mot knéw: where ~you.are going.
mmgmm you havethelight, believe.in the mmwm.
so thatyon B.mﬁ.wmnowbm children of light”. -

= The Unbelief of h§ People

After Jesus Rad said this, he departed mbmwﬁ
from them. 37 Although he;had.pérformed sp
nany signs in their presence, they did not be-
lieve in hirm,38This was to fulfiil the word spo-

a Onrﬂ mnmmnm wu%ohmmm.wawp s.n_fmi .Wn, . §  shat e
2 ncient uies read wirh kim began 1o that he
had cafled ., «from the dead b Otherancient aythorities read -

2.26 Whoever.serves .. . follow g,
See also 13.14-16; 15.18-16.4: Cf. Mk w.mm..“%ﬁmwm will
my servant be. also, See_ also 14.3] 17.22. 1227 T the
other Gospels, similar words are spolcen inthe gardenrof
Gethsemane just;before Jesus arvest e, Mk 14.33—
36).12.30 Jesusalso explains why things are'said in 534
11.42.12.31 Ruler of this world, Le., the devil; seei4.30;
16.11. 12.32 Lifted i from the'enrthy-hoth Jesus cruis
fiion (v. 33) and his resurrection w.na..wmnﬂmmoﬁ see
3:14; 8.28 {cf-Tsa 52,133, Draw all peaple, Cf. 6.44; 12.20.
12.34 Law. See note on-10:24. Thé:Messial remuains Jor-
ever. See Pss 89.3-4, 1921 28-25, 35..37; 110.4; Tsa
8.6-7;..Fzek - 37.24-25; 'Dan. 7.13-14, 1235 Light,
darkness. See. 5.15-21;, 8.12; 9.4-5;, 11:9-410; 12,46,
12:36b:Hid. See-also 7.10; 8:59; 11,54, 12,5743 A fo.
@mnﬂow on'the response to Jesus at the close of hig pub-
ﬁm work. Fora similap reflettion, see3.31-34, 1237 0n
sigris mﬂn.@mmm&n@,‘mmmsaﬂoa 211, 12,38 The quota-




= you grow old, you will stretch out.your hands,

E.B “Beed my lainbsH16A second time he-said «s&o rm& ecliF &.Bmﬁ. 19
Ho 55 awn.bou SO1L. om Hog &o you Hoé‘amwvw

L33

yoii! ummnm‘m.&a tor EE :Hnb&hq‘ &Hm%.u 1 He
said fo hirythe third time, “Sitonsdnof John;
doyoillove me?” Peter-felthurtbecausehe said
to. ?B m.a m&.& Eﬁﬂ ..@o woﬁ ‘Ho<o H%x E&

es.

B% %mmw ;<m ndaw H ﬁ: youy a,&au
- youswereyoimnger, you ) Emg 1o fasten’yourown
belt and-to gorwherever you wished: But when

of th “,_.._w.ﬁ%:

andsomeonerelséwill fastén 4 beltaround you
dnd take you whefeiydi-do not wish ‘te go?

T 19(Fésatd thisteindicatd thekind of death: by
iﬁ% hewould: %9.5\ Goow After Ea he mEa
orDS 6 the Acts.of the Apostles: (“In‘the first book™):signal its uniquenessin
re.doswe haveia companion velumg (tothe Gospel of Luke); and:orily Acts conr
ut the-early church: The traditional titleinaccurately represents thescontent-of
om&a Apostlésiplay.prominentroles in theistorypthe most prominent-figure is
ot-an apostle by Luké's- definition {see;:.21=22) Neverthelessthe title indicates
ntent frond Lake’s:Gospely which is-about Jesus,te Acts; 2?&..noﬁnm9mw&m Em
¢ churich as it E_uHosmH,“ES\_uﬁwm and'sustained:by Godui:l - ERRLE

wo wmﬂmhaﬁh& Nﬁ& ,mmét.&m %mn@m Swow.b

aﬁmmmoﬁ wﬂomowmaa -of - His-Tove mﬁmz&m Fm&ﬁa&oﬁ
denial:{18.15518, 25537 % The first tivo.time Jesits asks
the.question, the Greek yerb.for “love” is.agapan;used;
mm.vaHthwm gamﬂ,&._om

“Gove™is philéin, some:

Peter’s replies, the Qummws&u moH.
times said to represent a lesser typg of love. The two
Emﬁ roiﬁaﬁw. Eﬁun_umﬁmmmz . 11.5; 14215 15.5;

: : f £ 16.27; 202 (philein) Féed
é&n&g m&&@_n gpﬁoa ont F refefto Peter’s. Hmm@-

/ DOES-CONTAIN $T0RMES dbout the church,Acts is. often:referred todsa
That identification, however; overlooks:the mumiber of :genres within: Acts;
homily, letter, and apology. To think of Acts Q&EE&% a5 history can also
+in which the author’s theological convictions shape the $tory’ ﬁﬁﬂ urifolds Bor

ets is best: Hmmﬁ.m& ﬁu&@,ﬁwm&gﬁmﬁ nmﬁmmanﬁbmﬁpmomommn& parrative..: -

ey,

m.wm...G O.h the mHm onm om w m“BmHQT
mo%v of. 13.36-38. 21.18 Stretch oﬁvanﬂ hands, proba-
Eﬁ in mmmE _3N an&uﬂoa. NH.G T&Hﬁm the kind &n

TRADITION aewawdﬂmm‘mpwéﬁgq Om ‘ao& aum HHE& @omm& mbm >n$ toLukey
nd: associate: of Paul-(Col, 4145, 2+ Tifn »4:11; Philem24). Theidedications:to
Acts 123, auniformiliterary:style; and m?m shaged: perspectives of theawo
uthorship of Likeand Acts' certaim: ‘Hevwever, neithervoluse
thonymo physician or disciplé narhed. Euke:appéarsiin Acts; and; such medical

mployed teflectgwidesp read convention rathenthan teckinical training: Fhe:aus

SBOTH VOLUMES: IO Hrmowrbzm (in. mnwmw ahoﬁw om mc&uu“ SE% vmm W&nmm&;
- - e thatActs ds writtén!for-ani individualiperhaps a recent.convertrasking forzinz

omidn official whese tolerance thie.church segls: Pedicating-books was a coms
1855




acTs Introduction

mon practice, however, even books intended for a wide audience, and w&ﬁ..

fered the dedication in the rowm Emﬂ Theophilus would support the copyin
of the volummes. .

Date E& Location &a QE@%EQ: o _‘ m_

21.20-24). Osoﬂmﬁobm from end allusions to Acts appear in Chiristian writing ; . ‘_. ; ., .,

cluding Achaia, Emn&omwmv Antioch, Ephesus, Caesarea, and Rome.

Sources
IDENTIFYING THE MATURE AND EXTENT OF §OURCES Like may-have used ity W

m‘wvmﬁgm‘ .8 E..aﬂ.p Q.E.u.bm
e Fbmmog of

: g with, them, he ordered
,HaEm&mEu but to wait 99.@

Em\m of another of Paul’s noBHumEammvv but .EQ use of the ..mumﬁ-mmwm@b.ﬁmw& o3|
stylistic device. Stories mvoﬁ given En&mm. such as E&o& or Ommm.&..mm. wﬂ

Luke used, written or oH:L iua% lie _um%oﬁm nmnea‘nH%

L

S J\Hm E& hn:&ﬂ@m

thrée promis mnﬂ mﬁmo&m his
E oly- Spirit, the spread of
endsof the earthyand the eventual
Following axliterary: custom of
sowork a - formal dedication:
eriof God? (see also Lk L.3): 1.2~
but also. conflicts with, the con-
0sp 24.44-53). 1.3 Oniyhere
periodiof forty days between the
the -ascensions- In-the synoptic

ches about the kingdom of God -as
7 a .ET» 435 9. Nﬂ 13.28) Eb.nﬂm

When describing. Paul’s speech before the'sophisticated’ Athenians. { 17:16-3
the pertinent philosophical schools and depicts the citizens in-ways his conte
haverecognized. He often employs irouy, as in his contrastbetween wwﬁmﬁ?
Mwm ﬁmn%m and ﬁwﬁ freed _u% an mﬁm& mu@ Herod, freeand %m\n mmmﬁwoﬁm,g
1-25 .

Continuity ..S:a ﬁnwmm Q&E

BECAUSE THE GOSPELS WERE GROUPED together in the canon, Acts stands sepa
Yet. H.nmmn_,m of Acts will. _um r&w& if - E&a ‘Umﬂ. dn: BE& its Thany noﬁumnﬁou

Eﬁmmﬁ% of Ham:m and Em ,.E@o%ﬁrm church. Hé.oE Em annunéjation to 35 cfersto theconversion of Gentiles

facTs 1.1-14

@Em the nrﬁnwum §5mwm Sm mm Hm m d > mpﬁd nogmnnob vmgaon 9m
Hﬁwoﬁmﬂﬁ mmﬁmm in ,Pna &Gwrnﬁm_mmﬁwna Om Hamﬁm Emu as s&g mmﬁma raises

Wmm come. Euom u\oF B.& %o: sa: vm B% sﬂ-
nesses in Jerusalern, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the. earth” When- he.had
said this, 25 they.were Sﬁngm. he was lifted
up,-and a.clond took him out of their sight:
10While he was.going mam Eo% were gazing up
toward heaven, msm@nﬂq two men, in white
robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of

Galilee; why. do you. stand looking up. toward
heaven?. This Jesus, who has. been- ng up
from you into heaven, will come in the samg
way, as you saw him go into heaven.”.

ﬁaxram Chosen.'to w@mnnm ?ma

Mm .?mb they s H@guam o Hﬁ;m&mﬁ moE ﬁwm
mount called Olivet, which.is.near Hmwﬁm&mﬂu
a sabbath day’s.journey, away. *When, they
had entered the city, they went to the room
upstairs Swmmm they were staying, Peter, and
John, mHE Hmnwmmv mﬁ& Andrew, EH_.Q and
.Hrohmmmv mmwﬂr&oamé and -Matthew, James
sen; om E@Wmmmmu mnm mgos .Em Nm&or and
Tadas .son, of*. James. 12410 mﬁmm were con-
stantly &%oﬂbm themselves to.prayer, ﬁomﬁrﬂ

[ On m_anam r Dn. S.. fg Ow the m&%mﬂ&.

Go H Z Hmuv Qm Eﬁq& of H.EE in Wogm ﬁwm HS -or
some event beyond the scope of Acts. 1.9 The clond
signiffes the’ presence rand activity of God (see Ex.
2471518; T9.34; 21.27) 110 Two meh in white robes,
m;.owm&q to be understood as angels, indicate the im-
‘portance of this ‘event. (see- 5.19 Tk:1.315:19:-24.4).
1.12—-26 The apostlesand ether followers of Jesus re-
turn to: Jerusilem; as ihey have been-instracted to do
(v 4; Tk:24:49), 'and there areplacement: for Judas i se~
lected 2:12 The mount called Oliver (the Mount of Ol-
ives) is located jlast east of wﬂdm&mﬁ (cf. Tk 24.50),
“whiclirplaces the ascension iy Bethiany; 2 village dlong
the gastetn side of the mount. A sabbath day’s journey,
.about a hialf mile; 1,13 'The lst.of apostlés coincides
with the list Lk 6:14-16 except for the omission of
Judas Iscariot. 1.14 Tuke frequently refers to prayer a5
an activity of the early church {e.g 2:42; 6.4 6] 10:3;
13.3;:28.8). This is the last referénce to Mary in Tuke-
Acts. Jarhes; one of the brothers of Jasus, appearslater
in-Acts (12.17; 15.13; 21.18), although Tuke-does not




ACTS 6.2-7.2: .

cause their widows. were being neglected.in
the daily distribution of food: 2And.the twelve
called together the whole,community-of the
disciples and.‘said, It ‘is mot right. that.we
should neglect the word-of.God. in~order to
wait-on tables® ¥Therefore; friends,? select
from:among yourselves' seven men of .goed
standing; . full- of the Spirit'and of wisdom,
whom we may.appoint to this task, 4while we;
for our part; will.devote ourselves:to. prayer
and to- serving-tlie- word?”. SWhat they. said
pleased the whole community, and they chose
Stepben, a man’ full ‘of faith:-and:.the Holy.
Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus: Nicas
nox; Timon, Parmenas; and Nicolaits,a prose-
Iyte of Antioch::8They had these 'men stand
before:the apostles, whe mﬂﬁam mnm. Hm.& Emh.
hands on them. ' - -

7 The word of God noEEﬁmm to %Rmm Qn
number ‘of the disciples increased greatly in
Hﬂdm&mav and a great. Emﬂ% om mua wﬁnmﬁm vm;
nﬁdm ovm&gﬁo the faith. -

H:m Arrest & EGE:

m mﬂﬂuw@n, full.of grace:and: power; did mwnmﬁ
wonders and signs among the people. ?Then
some of those'who belonged:to the symagogue
of Em.mwmm&am.b Amm# was .nmumn.vw_ﬂﬁmamu.&

ture -that allowed women little, anouoEn Eammﬂu-
mmnnﬁ eﬁmosau mm@m&mﬂ% those of i HEEHMHE:@ would
be'among the' moit &mm%mmﬂmmnm THis scefie recalls
the comifiianids thit Tsrael care for widow and orphan
(Dent 14.28-29; 24.17-21; 26.12—13) as well as the
sharp rebiake that follows when Widow and drphan are
neglected (Isa 10.1-%; Zech 7.10-12). 6.2 Luke ;only
here refers to the mm.ommmm as %m twvelve ﬁ_u:n nm En 6. Hm:
1 Cor 15.5). Although the séven are assigned to wait or
tables, Acts nowhere depicts them. doing so: 6:5 All-of
the-seven: have Greek: names; consistent .with their
identification with thie Hellenists..Only Stephen (6.8—
8.1) and Philip (8.4-13, 26--40; 21.8) enter the: story,
again. That Nicolaus is identified as 4 proseljtelorcon-
vert; suggests-that: the Others were born into Jewish
families. 6.6 For the laying -on of hands-as a‘titual.of
empowerment; see Nurn 27.23; 1 Titn 4.14; 5.22; 2 Tim
k6. 8.7 The word:of God continued to spread, one of
several statements showing the church’s growth. in the
face of dire threats, internal-and- external -(see.5.14;

9.31311.21;512:24;.16:5;:19:20). Many- &n%mhﬁaﬁ a
surprise; given theresistance of the chief priests in 4:5;

5.17.'6.8<115 Stepher’s arrest expands the persecution
of Christians: to .include diaspora ‘Jews living- it
Jerusalem: and escalates the- -actions beyand ,camwwm
and imprisonment (5.17-42) to- ‘death. 6.8 Luke's em-
phasis orr Stephen’s holiness.(see alsoivw 5,'10;:15;

7:55-60) makes his persecution ahd- death appear

Alexandrians; and others:of tho
and-Asia, stood-up-and ar;
10But they. could:not withs
and theSpirit® with whi
they secretly instigated:som
have. heard him 'speak blds
against Moses and God ™1
people as well-as the elder
then. they- suddeniy. confrozite
him;, and. brought him: befor
13They set-up falseswitnesse
man- never- stops -saying:f
holy placerand. the:law; 14f,
him say that-this Jests. of]
stroy this place and Will ‘chan
that Moses handed on tous?
in the council looked intentl
mmi ‘&mﬂ his mmnm was like the

deins and'setiled i Flaran. Affer his father
Had ‘him-move from there to this
hich you are new livitg. 5He did
1viof it-as a heritage, not even a
ut promised te-give.it to him'as
ession and tohis déscendants:after-him;
hehad hochild: 6 And God spoke
that his descendants would be
in'a country bielonging to others,
enslave ithem. .and mistredt them
hundred syears. 7°But T will judge
at they.serve, said God,“and after
me-out and-worship mein this
gave.him:the covenant of cir:
d:so Abraham® became the fa-
circutheised'himion the'eighth
becameithe father. om Hmnomu and
tweive patriarchs: - 1%
triarchis; jealous of HommEu “sold
but'God was-with him, 0and
om- all his afflictions, and en-
:wint favor.dnd to'show wisdom
sd:before Pharaoli; king of Egypt,
ed him'ruler over Bgypt:and-over
Id: W Now there came afamine
gyptand Canaan, and great:suf-
ancestors could find no'food:
w. heard that there was grain it
ur ancestors there on their first
-seconid' visit:Joseph made him-
: ;mb&ommmwm family

.mm&urﬂ: 5 &Rn&_ fo

7 ﬁnmﬁ the high priest.ask

things:sot™ 2And Stephen

: awu..o%mum and fathers, listen
of glory .&ummﬁ,& groaelva it ii|
éwg H.S was in. anomOQEH

m,...O.”.“,Wmm‘.}n nnm.q.wmnm "B Ow mu..o.nfa
Nazbrean e Gk Mer; brothers.!

Eonm heinous. 6.9 mwovmln.? pe
mﬁpwmomcuw dze'involved in the'
oné group of Preedimen (¥
Africa’ {Cyrene and Alexandria)
from Asiz Minor (Cilicia and:As
time diaspora Jews have been in
Christian @Hamnwwum.,,au.mlwm T!
phen are more specific than eaglier
apostles; he stands accused of
and Mosaic. law (cf -21:28; 25.
dgainit. Jesus, .see Mti26.59-6151
2;19=22. 6.12,For the first time:in’
with the authorities against the
2}. 6.15 That mﬁaww..wnw. face appeazs il
n:w& <onfirms his inhgcence-an
sion of 7.55-36. ,
. 7.1-53 mﬁurmb s mwamnr. omﬁm
to the high priest’s question; althio
length with the topics of Moses:an
than défend himself:Stephen técy
focusing on -the . figures' of : Abrdh
Moses; for similar recitals, see Jos
37; Psg’ m.m 105; 106; 135:7.2=8,Th
is'hére.confined to Godis actions
covenant, with Iittle attention:to
ham’s- obediénce and: no referencs
God-of glory! 'See Ps 29:3; cfi:thergl
7.55. According to GenT11.31; Abr

L 25.26;729.31-30.24). 7.9~

tephen developsthe theme of God's

jon of those instruments: On-Jo-~
his brothers, sec Gen 37.11;-18:36.
agrees. with the-Septuagint. text of
against-the Hebrew text, which anmam..
lis'accountof the burial of the patri-

‘AcTSs 7.3=31

- +17 “But-as the tirve drew near for the fulfill-
ment of the promise that-God hed made to
Abraham, our people in Egypt increased and
multiplied: 18until:another king who had not
krown Joseph ruled sover Egypt: 19He dealt
craftily with our race and forced-our-ancestors
to abandon. their infants so-that they would
die.20 At this time Moses was born, and he was
beantiful before God. For three months hewas
brought upin his father’s house; 2land. when
be.. was ' -abandoned,. :Pharaoly’s.--daughter
adopted him and brought him upas her own
son: 2250 Moses was instruicted in all the wis-
dom of the Egyptians mbm was @osa&b in Em
words and deeds. :

23-*When he was: moH.Q %mmum oE ft.cdme
into his -heart to-visit his.relatives, the Israel=
ites.* 24Wheén -he..saw- one-rof them wﬁhm
wronged, he:defended theoppressed man and
avenged him- by mﬁ;abm down. the Egyptian.
25He supposed that his.kinsfolk weuld under-
stand. that God: throughhim. was rescuing
them, but they did not understand. 26The next
day he came tosome of them-as-they were
quarreling ard tried to reconcile them, saying;
‘Meny, you-are brothers; why do you wrong
eacheother?” 27But'the man who was wronging
his neighbor - pushed Moses? “aside, saying,
‘Who made you a-ruler and a judge-over.us?
8Do-you want to kill me as you killed-the
Egyptian. yesterday?’ - 2¥When: he Héard ‘this,
Moses fled and became a resident-alier:in the
land of g&mﬁ, Hrmwm rm Umn.&ﬁm the mﬂ&ﬁ. om
two sons: - -

1 30 “Now ﬁ&mw moﬂQ ﬁmwm rm& Mmmmma an
angel appeared to him in the wilderness of
Mount Sinaj, in the flame. of a’burning bush.
31When Moses saw it, he was amazed 4t the
&mr.n E& as Be mww.uom%& to Hoowu, there

a O#A
n mw m_:a

r En %Q ¢ mr NE wﬂq%ma_ wrm SE u.mmwnmm

N_H,ounm ‘conflicts-at several poirits with Genesis;-see Gen
23:1-20;-25.9; 33.18-19; 50.13—14; Josk: 24.32.:She-
chemt may anticipatethe inclusion of the Samaritans in
8.4-25, since: Shechem was the. center. of -Samiaritan
territory.: 7.37—43. As the servant of ‘God who-is. re-
jected by Israel; Moses teceives the most detailed atten-
Hor' in .Stephen’s speech. 7:17--19. See Ex1.7=10.
72022 See' Ex 2:2-10. 7.22 Luke’s ehphasis- on
Moses’ wistom; power, 'and role in God'’s plan (seé v,
25).ties him to John the Baptist and Jesus {sée. Lk 1.68—
80;:2.29-32; 40, 52) as well asto-Stephen:hirmself (6:5;
8, 10),7.23-28-See Fx 2.11-22, where it is Pharach’s




ACTs 7.32+53

cditiesthe;voite of thelord: 32 Tam the God of
your-ancestors; the God :of Abraham,. Isaag;
and Jacob:Mases;began:to-tremble-and did
not dare tolook, 3 Thén the Tiord: saidito-him;
“Take offthe rmga&m @.onw%eﬁ. feet; for the
place where youaré standing-is-holy-ground.
3 have sarelyiseen the ‘mistreatment of :my
peoplé who aredn Egypt: andhave:heard their
groaning,;-and: I-have-€omé ‘dowmn-1b: Tesene
them: Come now, Fwill senrd-yowte: Egypt? .

v+ 35,5t was: this Moses whomthey H&mnﬁ&
s&mb they-said; *Who. made you a rvler and:a
judge¥and whom God now.-sentas bothi ruler
and liberator through the.arigel who-appeared
to him in the bush. 36He led them!ont, having
performed- wonders.and signs iri Egypt, at the
Red Sees:and in thewilderness for forty years:
37This 45 the Moses who-said-to-the Israclites;
‘God will raise up-a prophet for-youfrom your
own people? as heirgiséd me up’ 38He is:the
one who iwas-izi-the congregation.in-the wil-
derness-witly ther angel:who spoke tovhim . at
Mount; Sinaiy and-witlh our ancestors; and he
receiveddiving oracles.to.give to ns. #¥Qur an-~
cestors. were uiwilling to :obey-him; instead,
they; pushed-him: aside; and; in: their: hearts
they tumed-back to Egypt;#fsaying totAaron;
Make gods for usswho. will lead the way for us;
asfor:thisMoses who led us.out from.the lind
of Egypt, we donot-know what has kappened
to hims: 4LAt-that time: theyimade. a:calf; of:
fered a-sacrifice to the idol,and reveled in the
works.of their hands. £2But:God tutned away
from them and handed them over to worship
Em host ﬁom WmméP as itis sﬂng in-the book

anger that prompts Moses’ flight. 7.30-34 See Ex 3.1~
10.7.35—43 Israel’s rejection of Moses, and indeed of
God, dormingtss Stephen’s summary of the Bnomﬁm and
wilderness years as the account moves toward: an. in~
dictment of Israel. 7.35 See Ex 2.14. 7.37 See Deut
18.15::7.40.See Ex 32:15. 23, 74243 See;Ath 5.25+27
(Septuaginit):See also Rom. 1:24, 26, 28; where:God is
said to have “given up®; (o handed..... wover) humanity
to sinbecause of its. failureto aclnowledge God. 7.4~
53 The speechs finalsegment turns from key figuresin
Israels history to.the tent and-temple agiplaces,of wor-
ship. 7.44 Tentof testimony, See Ex 33.7:On the pattern
shown o Mosesysee Ex 25:8—9. 7.45 See Josh 3.14-17,
7:46-On God’sfavor toward Davids-see.1.Sam 13,144
2 Sam 15.25.Qnwhat David.asked of God; see:2 Sami 7:
747 See. 1 Kings:5.17.48. That.God- does mot.dwell.in
Houses:iade withHuman hands ay befound already

“mo.w&bm t6 the-patteéri hehac

d ground their; ﬁmm‘% at mﬁmwwmur
th the Holy Spirit, he gazed into
vithe glory-6f God and: Jesus
he rghthdndrof- God.-56 “Look,”
&.n&mmﬁﬂm‘owmmna._ga %a Son

nmwSHm in turn vaoﬁm_uﬁ itin:

ﬁum.EmE named.: mm&.,mwém
mning Stéphen; he prayed;ifLord
spitit? $Then helmelt down
»a:loud woice; “Lord, do not
ainstthem.” When he had said
d."And Saul approved of their

Em Zmoﬂ.wmm& Eomm&ow.%q
with Uﬁsmb.rmbmw ~as:the]

rere wmﬂ%ncmop@mmmn_ againist
erusalem, and -all -ekcept: the
cattered througheut.the:coun-~

ACTS (7%54-8.10

buried iStephen-and: made loud latneéntation
over him..3But:Sdil-was ravaging the church
by:entering: house-after-fiouse; dragginig: off
bothumen mw& Soﬁmuv he: nogamm, Eng to
mﬁmon 5 ; .

p Now: thisse wehiorwrere” mnmnmwmm - m.oE
. place:te place; proclaiming: the.word. SPhilip
wents down: to:thé citysof Samariaand pro-
claimed the Messiah?:to.them:-6The-erowds
with.oneiaccord listened €agerly to whidt-was
said-by. Philip;-hearing and- seetng:the isigns
theit-her didy Hor Anclean spitits, cryimg with
lowid shrieks; came out.of mamywhowerepos:
sessed; and ianyidthers-who-weré paralyzed
or-lame were cured: 8So there.was ,mHom.ﬁ” u..o& ,5
Emﬂﬂ@ IERTIC TN RE il
.9 Now ‘a: ceitain: mar namiéd Simon: Wmm
Hu.HmSo‘nmg,vﬁmnﬁno@h tnagic in: the :city and
amazed. the:people of Samariz;saying thathe
was:somieone great, 10AIL of them, from the
least: to" the. greatest, listened to- him reagerly;

0% [idea: and. Samaria. 2Pevout-men

trests m.ﬁowmwu with HE attackers ,3.
innocence and their rage. The intro-
ho becomesthe ardent enemy.of the
etcs the- chntrast.” 7,54 Ground “tHeir
Epiction of God’s enemies in the or.
seeialso-Job -16.9;: Ps 35,165 1.2:10.
& of the Holy Spirit and the-vision of
fJesusitestify-to Stephen's mnocence

monﬁoE Eo nogm ,Qm h

mmm, now %@meﬁ&mnoﬁm

carlier words to-the tound (seeLk
A3 Dan 7.13), although here the Soh of
ed:but standing’7.58 Ou. stoning outs
Lev.:24.10-23; Nurm: 15,3236, Here
tory: conforms ‘to-that: of: Jesus - (K
:Paul; seé: 13.9) appears.here forthe
hortly.returnias persécuton,of the
lierhebetomes a central figureiin the
chs: 13-28).7.59.Lord .. receive my
drds: in;: Bk 28146;:see alsovPs 31.5:
his sin-againstthen. CLJésus’words
a:Saul’s appioval, of Stephen’s death
& great’ persecution. in Jerusilem
for mmﬁumﬂnwmmnmﬁou oft Orumamg bex,
2Yo om0k
tion: of the chureh, wﬂoﬁmam an im-
a8t forees the church into newiter=
cts has referved only tothe churchin.
eference:to Jerusalem is- superfluous

the referericés to, firdea and Sainaria;

47), Stephen, quoting from Isa 66
témple.as-such but theassumptios
authority over it:See Jer. 71451

Holy m?..ﬁ.ﬂ See. 5:3;Tsa 63:1C
charge that:the péople. of Jernsal
2:23;5:14—15;-4.10; 5:30) isherep

ity (Gal- m".mwxnm ,Em_u R wﬁm”.&m ang
law’s fraportance. The: tradition:

7:56.5taphen’s vision: ofithi Sen.of

T hat, gl Christians GnnmmW
%ﬁaﬁ&&& left Hmnmm&mﬁ seems highly improbable in

6). H:wn s Huoaﬁm: of the m_hmwﬁ Om m: except aun mm.om;
tles; who: have already:iresisted persecution,:unders.
scores their importance for the Jerusalem community:
8:2:The devout meniwho bury-Stephen may be Chris-
tians; given the flight-described:dne v. 1, however, thej
could be;non-Cheistian. Jews who recognize: the:pres-
ence.of God’s :activity.in.Stephen: (by: contrast with
Saul).;8:4-25 Preaching in- Samarii-Alfills 1.8 and
constitutes a-significant movement in the church’s de-
velopment because of the long-standing animosity be-
tweenJewsand Sdmaritans (see Lk 8.51~56;10:29-37;
In-4.1-42). 8.5 Philip: See 6.5.:The, city of Samaria;
Pprobably:either. Sebaste) o Shechern: {see:7.16).-8.6—
8. The, Tesponse; in/Samaria: parallels the!initial're~
sponses in Jefusalém {seei5.12-16). 8.9 .Simion entexs
thelstory as-the antithesis of Philip..That he.practiced
magic signals-hig corruption,. since Jews were; strictly
forbidden-ahy conmection with magital practices (Lev:
19,31, 20.6,:27; Deut 18.10~:12). He-appears in, later
Christian literature as-Simen Magus (Magus is a title;
derived from «;Persian word-for'd priest, usedin Greek
for.people 'who. practiced. *miagic’};, the: azchheretic.

8:10; Luke associates the.power; of God with. Jesus-and
thel work of fhe church::To, squate Siron fwith-this
power noumsﬁﬁmav_m%unﬂ% {see-also 12.22-23):




1 Corinthians - 54

2 Corinthians 5556

‘Romans . 5657

Colossians] [57-61, if authentic]
[Ephesians] C [80-95]

[1-2 Timothy, Titus].  [90-110]

'HOUGHT. that his missionrin-the ‘Aegean regioniwasicompleted: (15.23). Now.
emainéds going:to Jerusalem to deliversfunis collested from. his'chitrches;as
erusalem: council-a-decade before: (Gal 2:§10): Béfore leaving Greece he. dic-

110 Tertius{16.22)arid probably: asked Phoebe;:whio was aboit tor leavefor!
of the location o deliver'it, He informed théiréaders: that aftetigoing toJerusalemhemwould
addressees, nhis way:to:Spaiti;wherehe-wotld bégind'hewmission: Bacauseof his: forex
- s reception in Jerusalem, he asked the recipientsto suppdrt him S&Q prayer;
Eﬁ ﬁm swould welcome their mbmwQ& mﬁwvoi for his'workin: m@mﬁ (1.8= Hm

Jf

_ rian msmHoEﬁm Hmmoﬁm mam\n i A9 Em emperor Qmﬁ%sm X
o Romerbecatise ‘of- distufbances. over: “Ghrestiis” “(probablya mistake for
Life of Claydiis 25.3) According forActs18.1-3yin. Corinth Péul théta

uple; Aquila’and Priscilia; whowere among those expelled. After the murs
-54 G2, presumably the Jews' returied; among themAquila and;Priscs {as
ee' Rom 16:3:4): Acts tellsiuginothing mote-about-Roman Christianity;extept:
oimenet Paul mm_mm_ﬂmmwoﬁw that city ﬂmm...m%ﬂmobmw&wm&mrwmwkgmaﬁc

Earlier in ‘this:pert
Caesarea, later if
If ﬁwmnmo.ﬂ.ﬁﬁo
between 70 and

Brackets indicate that authorship by Paulis in ms.mmmow.

of g sm ﬁo..HmEm&mB Cﬁm qurmm_. Bu.. e

1908

7 LEFTER WAS SENT-tO umoﬁo Bom\&wmnz upknowntocRaul; it provides.cluey
ansin Romefthat Emﬁa&oﬂm moEmESm\mgswEmwm%emmmE.Sﬂgm Appar-
. ﬁnwmwo@m.wmgmmﬂ the Christian:Gentiles and:the rettirried: Christiair Jews—==
&@Eggﬁﬁm ‘desired: ,ﬂ%won forthemew mission:in Spain-In:chs. T4=13he
iinzobscrving special days-and-diets) and “the
: ‘buthe doed motisayithat the:fdrmer are Jewsand the Tatter
& extent-id whichPaalls counselshave: in.idew-thespecific sithation in'Rome-is:
erious theologically was the danger that Paul’s whole mission was beingmis-
1909




ROM A NS Introduction

interpreted, on the one hand by Christian Jews who may have inferred that in going to Gentiles
he was turning his back on his own @aowﬂm (see 10.1), and on the other by Christian mm"ﬁ B
who apparently inferred that, because most Jews were rejecting the gospel, God had rejected th
Jews (see 11.1-6). Thuswhezn wwa ent .mﬁm.ﬁmﬂomwvm% .@Homm%ﬁ nisunderstandings o

gospel: in Jeruselem he needed to defend the validity of his predominantly gentile churche
in Rome he neede

rontised. s beforehand
ghl ts-inisthe sholy:seriptures)
ospel-eonterninghis,Son, whe-vas de-
; ded: from Bavid.aceording: to, +the flesh
and: was, declarg Sod with
bieraccordingitosthe spiri Holin wmgw
wrectiof - froms the dead, Je { ous

defend the continuing <£..HEQ w@mﬂm& i’ God $purpose |
gospel did not imply fhat Isracl’s eléctich was now annulled;11.35-42
insists that there is one gospel for all humanity; albeit “to the Jew frst” { HS

Character of the Letter
ROMANS--PAUL'S MOST SUSTAINED THEOLOGICAL ARGUMEN
Indeed, it might be the last Letter we have from Paul (assurning Philippians was written ear
and the Pastorals are pseudonymous). Behind it lie over two decades of teaching, preac
and iwriting letters to deal withvproblems that had risen in the churches hehad moaﬂ&mm
Letter to the Galatians is:closest to Romans, for it aiso Qw@gmﬁnm. justification by:faith, ap
to Abrahamm, mb@...wnmnm heavily on scripture. But the two Letters tréat these.topics .v,o&mémmﬁ
© ferently; in: Galatians Paul-‘contends:with rival interpretations of the gospel, whereasin'Ro
hé: presents the:Jarger rationale of his: gospel. Romans is. noty Howevery 4 summary.of B
thoughic: Important themes.are:either absent tecgy the Lord’s Sappet)-or hentionéd onl
passing (e.gy “chutch” appearsionly imch. 16):t 70w, s
. 'The Letter’s-opening {1.1<7) is ?52& by thie customary parégraph ﬂom.%wwﬁmw&wm
15), which leads into a staternent commoniy scen as the ?w&p%a& theme (1.16—17):Th
ological argument {1.18--11.36) has two parts: H.Hmlm..wm.mnﬁﬁwm the meaning of God:
teousness, and chs. 911 focus on the meaning of Isracl. E&oﬂmwnwmwlp l'area discretex
they-are neither an excuksus nor an appendage, but-an integral wwﬁém_%m.ﬁmnﬁgﬁu.
Paul’s view'of God’s righteotisness:is:applied to the election of Israel. The-4dmehitions!
15.13). also-have: g@w&ﬁw. The first (chs: 12+-13) q‘&mnwmwmm. wvarious mattets; the second |
15:13} addresses ﬂ_umn_.n.aqmmw:..mu@.ﬁrm.mmﬁowmm The .Hnmﬁ of ch: 15 reflécts: on. Paul’s wor
travel plans. Thus the persondl matters discussed in'1.1-15 and in15:14-33 arc a frame
the theological and ethicalcore (1:16-15:13): Ch. 16 éonsists mostly, of greetings Wmn@...m.p
cluding doxology. Some haveargied that the final chapter-was a lettér priginaily sent to .
sus but laterattachied;to Romans. Indeed; shonter editions of Romans did-once'exist: Roml
resemnbles a conclusion, and one manuscript actually has 162527 at thispoint; whilea num

i the work of a mature:min

.Hom:moaumvm_woﬁmﬁ.wcﬁ
edtobe saitits R

irst, Iithank. my-God through Jests: Christ
allofyou; because your faithds proclaimed
ughoyit: the: world: “#For: God o1
e with’ my spirit by announcing the
mm%mn Mm his momr is.my witness that witheut
ing I remember you alwa s4n my prayers,
sking m.zm by God’s will I M\é\, moawwvoﬁ Mﬁ

St ey

“Fo Itroduce himselfPayl mwwwsmm._.&mmoa.,_
ional: salutation: {mriter;: reader, mﬂ_nmbm.v.w with. 2
mary om....myﬁ..mom,mm 11 Servant  (lit., “slave?). A
tthe:disposition of-the owner, wmwwhmlmﬂ.mmm
; ; Gal -]
-anceinissary: 4 Prophess;, probalily. cener
iters of:the Mﬂﬁan&wéanr_ ﬁaﬁwwﬂﬂﬁw
‘probably quotes a-confession;; mm.awm,mw Hﬁoéb
me; thatiwewed Jesus as+the.Son.ofDavid who
talled-intothe office of Son of God byhis resur-
.u.?mm.&ﬂu 1333} cithiers. think Par ,mgw‘q.ﬁ%
onal ideas: Paulthimsel believed that W.O.o%m_‘.wn,mr.
Son becarre Jesus; see 2 Cor 8.9; Phil m.mﬂ...H.H.m

ber of others have it af the énd of ch. 14. Rather than being a later addition, however, ¢ Spirit: of hiolingssv{atphrass foundonly here in
)i probablytthe Holy. Spirit.(sée. text note.b),

more likely an original part of Romans that was omitted when a few manuscripts abbre
the Letterfor general church-use:{and ‘omnitted the reference to Romein 1.7 =77
~The'study of Romans.hasconcentrated on-Paul’sideas (e.g; justification; grace;law), D
centiwork has;turned also to his use of ancient rhetoric Bﬁaoaﬁméwﬁ.EéEnwngm..o.
tions in His drgument. Just: as he nses conventions mmm ancient wmﬂwﬂs&ﬂﬁmm.mo"_&m&w :
Roman rhetoriedl techniquesand Jewish exegetical methods:tg"dévelop his ﬁmﬁ.bnw? W
im effect a discourse intended to: be read aloud. What gives-Romans its-depthand powe
everyis the rigor of Paul’s own thought, which these conventitins lidlp hinrto expresseffe

[LEANDER E. KBCK] o, w507 - i

Qbediente.of faith; obedience;grounded in .and
ed by faith. See: 16,26, O Panl’s mission.to fh
1532 15.16;:Gal
ot gnly-ou standing on ‘afe.saii
E:E..aw.“. ..Pmms.__.Embpmﬂmmmma%wi_m?&%,
froduction): 1 1:8-15; A ~paragiaph m,unmgmmEm
! ‘to:God-fofsome aspect.of;the redders faith
ifeds.a: standérd-element fnPanly Letters, follow:
‘ﬁmao? 8 Fdith - herelnotithe readerst ,,@au..

st G but the presente.of, Christian faith
Throughonsthe world shonld ot be taken lit-
3 See Acts 192122, 144 Greeks and .-, bar-

l

TROMANS 118

last succeediin: comirig foyowd4Bor.T am long-
mgitor-seeyou:s0,that.L: may; share with ,wos
some: spiritual,gift.to strengthen you—- 1261
Hm&nw 50 that we maybelmutualiy .msnoE.wwmn._
by.each other’s faith, both yours andimine, 131
wantyou to know, brothersand sisters,? ﬂwmﬁ I
have ‘oftef intendedt6 come to woﬁ QuEEmm
farshavetbeen. prevénted); in order that I mdy
reapisome harvestamiongyou.as Lhave athong
thesestofthe:Gentiles. 14-arn.a-debtor both to
mﬁm_mwm.wsa to barbarians, both:to the-wiseand
to .F@.m@bmmr....ﬁ.llbmbomddm .mmm.mﬁ,n.mm.ac.&wop
claim the gospel.to, yow.also who.aze ia-Rome.
. The Power of the Gospet ©

16 For Jamnotashamed of the gaspelsit 1 the
power_of:Ged for:salvationto, m%nwwwmwmqﬂw
has faith,to.the Jew fitst and also tothe!Greel:
,.,z._momE itthe righteoisness 0f:God is revealed
through: faith for faiths-as it is-written, “The
onewhio iszighiteous wilblive by faith 2, ...

o . 4H~\‘~W vﬁwﬂﬁ: Q.% mﬂﬁhwﬂ#u:&.
18For. the wrath.of God is-zevealed: from

heaven agdinst all yngodliness and wickedness
ﬂ., A,En.mm_ who by theilr wickedress suppress the

e N S
; h 1y Spirit in the gospel

d Gl AL

i wh.ﬁrwﬂ 2 Or me. one who is E.wm«maﬁ through faith .

batrians a tradt o.b&.;m,z&m%m om&mmm ople.
ineans all-peeple; wiseand ‘u,.“._%w&aw BMW%MWMMMW
H&n_wﬁmﬁmmmuwoﬁ&ﬂ.oﬁ be:pressed; Paulds simply mmh
tablishing. rapport: with the. readers, 1:46=17 HWm
Eﬁ.ﬁﬂm?ﬁ@b«ﬁmﬁ b6 norashamed; %mew.mrwa.m
stylistic ihderstatement misaninig < .mBH.H. ud:of” Oz
the power of Goidy see w. 2029174 Car 1,18, ,mw”,,w,&.
m.np.m.. QOn the:special statusiof the Jew, wmm,wwmlmowww.mh
,m_n <he.9-11; &. 3:9:.First can refer-to eithéra .HEM%&
or. a .".%mcuomﬁmﬁ prionty:-1.17 ;The ﬁ.mw%aﬁx.&w. {or
fustice”).of (God, akey themein Romans; see.3.21--26:
wm”uw_mmm.,&mo..mwm 31:1;:35.24;:71.2; Isa 45,8, .,mp..,m.‘m,.ym,
h‘aorﬁmﬁmbn@au :i51:8: Here: Paul "_‘Epmn.am.nmﬂmm_ mmuﬁo
Enmah..ﬂb.n”&&pn rectitude that rectifies m“B&ﬂw Emra
thee relation betiveer:the Creator and the:untightegus
persorr: whovbeliewds. the: gospel. Jsrevealed. (0
cﬂwwﬁnﬁ&m& Fhe:passive voicedmpliesthat-God,
:c#Mw.&., isdoing the revealing. Faith, ‘rendered .wn&?
?Tﬁm ih 3.3 50 itsunganing:here: is not.obvious. Per-
wmnm through, faith refersto Gods faithfulness.and: %n.a
%ﬁamgo_mummwgg%%oaﬁ 0it.The quotation (Hab
M.w %o,wmmoﬂ agree-exactlywith.either.the Hebrewcr
hoﬂ.a. Mvn k ﬂmﬁ ﬁéw%wmw@ﬁ m,.osn,hmbmnibmuhmnm.ﬁn
- L1832 In; H.E?mamﬂuanbnﬁﬂmwm&, .nmz red: 0
leadtup-to: the conclusion: i 3.20; Paul .mw%a..wrﬁm&m
gospels;which brings salvation te. maﬁcwm. ﬁ&o e

o,



ROMIA N+ 11:27~12.16
1 SOt oEFiom will: nag@&m Deliverer;:

itk the lowly;* do not-dlaim to
an you are:7 Do niotwepay-anyone
ut-take'thought for whatis noble
hi of-all. 181f it ispossiblé, so-far as it
on:you, live peaceably with . all.
‘never-avengesyourselves, but ledve
wrath of God;® for-it is written,
mine; wéaﬁmﬂmmﬁw&m Loré!

-enemies are hungry, feed them;
hirsty, give them- something” to
doing this you will heap burhing
irheads,” 21 Do.not be overcome gy
Vercome mSH with moo&

Godfor- your -Sake; ,wcﬁ:mm Hnmm&m”,&nnﬁg
thiey dre: v&oﬁw% for thesake of theirances:
SH Nm mcnq &m &b& Ew. &muw om Oo& mHm

.n& Hc mﬁrcﬁzmm ]

eIy pETSOn: be mmganﬁ Sx&m mo<|
g-authorities; for there is no au-
eptfrom God, and those-authori-
wave’ been-instituted by, God.
vhoever..resists “authority resists
asappointed,snd-those who resist
udgment. 3For:riilersare not a ter-
& conduct;but to'bad..Do you wish
arof the-zuthority? Then do what
Youwill recéive itsapprovaly 4for
ervant fot yourgood: Butifyouwdo
g you-should: be-afraid,.for the
foes not bear the sword- i vaifi! It
of:God to execute wrath-onthe |
Therefore one must be. mcEmnﬁ

ind Eoi&mm% God! .
H.E E&mﬁmuﬁkmﬁa woéﬁana MmEmF Emﬁ

Or who- rmm been his nogm&ou..ws
3B “Or s&o has § mﬁg m,mmn: EE

patistigin suffering Huﬁm@éﬁa
13 osg_uﬁmg,mﬁ%m%o

My H mﬂum& ot a@ﬁ 99&39 vwoﬁwﬁ.m Bum
mﬁﬂnwm_nww &.ﬁ mercies of God, to-pre-
sent your bodies

epiable; ﬁocmmmﬁ which, is.your , spititaal?

ee: 11.25; this counsel mﬁw%m‘m%o@m
17 Bvil for evil. See Mt 5.38-39; 1 Thess
¢fiBx 21.25-25. Noble in the sight of all.
21::12.38 Live peaceably. - See Mk .9.50;
hess 5:33; Heb 12714;se¢ also Ps 34.14.
g yoursdlves:‘See Prov 20.22;-24.29.
18;2.5-1155.9: The.quotation.is frorn
also:Heb 10:30:and theQumran-Rule of
108} 10:17:12.20 See Prov25.21-22;

25.35;:Lk 6,27, :
qumm.ﬁdwdném m.&uuuamsh o SSH au-

worship. 2Do notbe conformed to thisworld,?
,9.: be ﬁ.mummoﬂsmadﬁ the renewing ¢ Om your

groa.s nam nnnmmupwhn and hma@ﬂ will, &. Qnm
tities tead ferve %ma

@ﬁaﬁﬁe m.mmuanm fri Ea H.Havﬁ,% mﬁm @Raw om ?&g
§ onpm Hmmmnm uerm#%Ew as’ Orhmw om.wm,nm ww

aechmmw nH.EHnw Emaﬂm woé torexe
grace ?.q mlq Sée 501 °Cor 12

e Emﬁmﬂdmmnvm m%mﬁ&&\ Eun»UNE ,mmn
k_le.m. 13129 See-9.5. 1t i¢+the permanenceiofilsrael’s
%&au.[.. 9&. .wﬁu\ﬂ deéfenidsi ﬁozm_poﬁ nrm. 90

a4 mmwm..& neﬁ,nmw_ ﬁ% H&.mabm
nozmnﬂmm‘woqmgm Wﬂﬁ&ﬂ.ﬂ e

R

:ﬁ@eﬂmaﬁ ,m%anHmEﬁ mom. #3& ng: Clivistia

wm. § rare allusions to?] esus’ ‘teaching;
412 E.-@.Qi_& Textitiote a1
Greek termicatibe itheFmasculin

ip::13.6- Servanits renders.a.Greék word
petforming. public:fufictions, esper
vities; Pani] uses itof himseifin 15.16.

ChirdstianTife, 12:1:Badies, Ly total sehves: See m [18; 165

Séealso Mk 13.35=36; Bph 5.14; 1 Thess5:6

ROMANS 12.17-13.13

nbt enlhbecause of wrath but also becanse of
conscience. $For the same reasonyol also pay
taxes, for the duthoritics .are. God’s servants,
busy.with' this very thing. 7Pay to all what:is
dize them—taxes to whom taxestatre.due, rev=
enue ‘to- whom revenue.is gue,, respect to

whom Hmmmmnﬂ i§ @ﬁp‘, gﬁﬁ 8 s&oE roao.,. is

m Oiweno one mﬁﬁgm, nwnamﬁ ﬁopoé,_oﬂo an-
othery for:the-one who loves another has ful-
filled the: law: #The commandients; “You
shall not'commit aduttery; You shall:not mnr-
der; You shall not-steal; You*shiell not covet®;
and afiy othér-commiandment; ate isumrred
upin this word; “Loveyout neighberasyour-
self 10Love-does:no ﬁonm,ﬁoﬁ & bﬂmEuor
Emwamenm,. Hoéum mgm Hfilling ofithedaw:

ﬁ wmw&mm mdmu uam HSOS what:tinTe ,: a65 Hﬂoé
it is-now the-moment:for you'to wake. from
sleep:: For- salvation is neafer to-us now: than
when we became believers;#2the night is far
gone, the:day ig near. Let us:then lay asidethe
works of darkness.and- put on therarmof of
Hqur Emﬁﬁm_?\m‘..r@boam._u@ as.inithe m.mﬁ not

a On wn..m u&:am?& 1o E:SEN tasks . b @n the wrdth.” € QA it

437 Tt fs ot cléar whether Paul :,_mﬁ&Em hete
teaching of Jesus {see Mk 12.13=17): ‘Taxes, botly tis-
toms duties or tolls and tribute: 13.8—10 Obéying the
commandmenit.to lovefulfills thie lavr. 43:8'Cwe trans-

lates the same Onmmw word as due hn7.013.9 The list of
commandments. i$-drawt from - Bx 20:43-17;Det
5.17-21; see also Rom 2.21-22; Mt19718=19; Mk
10019 Tove ;. as pourself is-from Lev 19.18; which is
cited-also by Jesus in Mt 5.437.19.19(butnot dsa sum-
mary-of thelaw); seealso Gal 5.14; Jas 2:8.13.10 Loveg
dpes nowrong. See 1. Cor 13,46, Onuthe fulfilling of the
Loy see8:45 Gal'5:14. 13,1114 Paul remindsthe read-
ers..of the specifically. Ghristian. perspective Jfrom
awhich. the- mﬁonmmﬁm‘._ﬁugnﬂonm st be viewed.

13:11"Wake; aterix for summeoning to motal-actionin
view ¢f the'time (hot.a date buta significant:moment).
. Satva-
tion: is. tiearer,y an allusior to. the futore coming-of
Christ; which ismot.otherwise méhtioried explicidly in
Romans. Seet 1, €or:15.20-24;2-Cor 541=5;'1 Thess
4:15--18; -séealso Mk 1.k5; 13.28=29.. 15.32: The
metaphors.ofidarknessand Hight suggest moral change
fromh evil deeds to gobd; see 1 Thess 5.4<11; see:also
Prov.416-19; Wis 17:1-18.4. Changing clothes'(here
armory was @ commion metaphor for.replacing:wices
with virtues; see Job-29.14; Eph 4.22+24;°6:15-17; Col




COLOSSTIANS 3:.21-4.18

thing, for this'is your acceptable duty/in. the
Lord: 21 Fathers; do not provekeyour children,
or ‘they may lose heart.:228laves; obey"your
zarthly masters® in aﬁgmuEm“ not only while
being watched and in order to please them,
but wholeheartedly, fearing the Tord.” 28What-
ever your task, put u..oEmm?nm inteit; as done
forthe Lord and notforyourmasters,*2since
you-know that from the Eord vouwill receive
the inheritancé as your reward; vou'serve® the
Lord-Christ. 25For the wrongdoer will be-paid
back for whatever wrong has beeri-done, and
&” itheresis o partiality. 1Masters; treat your

‘slaves justly and fairly; for you know. \&mﬁ
ﬁE &uo rmﬁw a gmwﬂﬁ. in rmmﬁﬁ. :

wEH .s, b&:&nga

2. Umqoﬁm %ozumm?am to. ‘prayer, Wmm@Em &»ﬁ in
it with: thanksgiving. 8At the same-time pray
for'us as well that Ged Wwill open to usa doox
for the:word; that we may declare the mystery
of Christ; for which- any in prison; 4se Em\n I
may reveal it'clearly; as Lshould,. *+0 - -
5 Conduct ‘yourselves- wisely toward out-
siders, taking the most of the titne.? SLet
your speech-always be gracious; seasoned with
salt, so that you EB\ mﬁoé wos. %oc ozmrﬂ 8
answer msﬁauo

" Final @R:zmm nmmﬂwm:w&ﬁmm?

7 H_%n?nmm will tell you all:the'news about nje;
he is 2 _u&oﬁwm Brother, a_fajthfil minister,
and a fellow servant® in. the Lord. 81 have sent
him to y6u for this very paipose, so that %os
may, know how.wé are’ and that he may en-
courage ﬁoE H._mmuﬁw mg is coming sﬁw

Oov&Em_Sm ma._.EcEﬂnbm 4, N Oﬁ ?@&a
.3, 12, On m%ﬁ%&ﬁ@ see, 2

43 EEEQ of Chiist, See. 1.27; 2.2, In pr ni., ftis not
Hﬁcsﬂ ﬁ&wnr.om Hum&w EE.Q imprisonments s meant
. | y 5. On
ia_fzm the Sqa &n %m tirng, mma. mmr m E 461 sea-

soned with, salt is an echo of Ex 30.33, then all spegch
&.SEA béa mﬁnw ommmsm to God. .Ou.agﬂﬂm the

letter froms Laodicea. 17 And say t: #rchipp

&mzm WmEovan B% nvam. Onmna b

Onesimus, the.faithful and beloved brothi
who is‘ong of you, dun.% SE ﬁ: %.on bl
everything Kere: - 1

10:Aristarchus” my mmmos, prisomer gn
you, ds does Mark thie cousin:of:Barna
concerning whomo you have received'instra
tionis——if..hie ‘Comes o . vou, weltom
1LAnd Jesus-whois- called Justus ‘gree
Thesé are the ohly ones of: the.circume
among my co-workers for the kirigdo
God;and they. bave been acomifort:to
12Epaphias, who!is- one ofyou,: aiservan
QE& Jesus; greets you. He is-always wres

that God'wills: 13For I testify: for. him,
hasworked hard for you and for those
odicea and: in-Hierapolis: 14Taike; thebe
physician, aiid Demas greet: you. 15Giw
greetings to-the brothersand sisters#in I
cea, ‘and to: Nympha-and the chuirsh:in
house: 16And when this lettér hasbee
among you, have it read alse inthe ch
the Taodiceans; and see thit you tead alsoth

WROTET Hmmaﬁozgzmu En oEmﬂ _uoow in ﬂ?u. N5 tosthe nr&..nr in H&amm&oﬁnmv aport
ated on the northern shore of the Aegean Sea. This city was the czpital of the Roman prov-
of H&mnamoEm and was devoted to the imperial cult of Rom#, but culturally it remained a
reck city governed by Greek law. Its location on the Via Egnatia, which ran from Byzantiumn
- Adriatic Sea, together with its commerce ensured commercial prosperity.

Eimgzgm of the Letter ..

ER A u.»u EXPERIENCE in EE%E (2.2; bﬂ.m 16.11-40), Paul, Silvanus, and .HwBomd\ came to
&ognm. ‘Soon after Em% founded a church there, intense opposition from,the' Jewish
nity forced them to Hnm.ﬁw {Acts 17.1-10). They went on to Beroea, where m%mbsm
“Silas” in Acts) and HES&.Q stayed while Paul journeyed on to Athens (Acts 17.10— 15).
Hﬁﬂo&% joiried Paul in Athens, Paul immediately sent him back to ,ﬁummm&oEnm for'in-
tion! m&osﬁwo church (3.1-2) and then went on to: Cotinith, wheré Timothy and m%mnsw
‘him later, gﬂm 18.1-5). Hgoauw n&uoﬁ& mmﬁonE% about the life of the 855;55\ (36—
butalso, it seems, wHonmE news of: mEnaQ over Paul’s failure 10 return (2.17-18). :

othy’s report stimalated Paul to write 1 memm&oEmmm from Corinth about 51 cE.In the
er-Paul responds to the Hramm&oémﬂw mﬂﬁmﬂ%v% reviewing his initial reception &Q.m (1.2—
and his oumoEm comcern for the &uﬁnw (2123 13). H.Hm reinforces his original ﬁmo?bq _u%
escribing how. Qﬁmﬁmmm mrcc.E _.Em in mun face of the imminént HQEH of Jésus the Lord
H.,: mn& wo.% &Q mwocE m#mumgws ofe mnompﬂ, in their life Hommﬁrmu (5. Elmwu

“See that you. noanwwma the #mmw ﬁr& ua
HmnmEma .5 ﬁra HoH. ,

Hm L vacw Ywrite mnm_ mummﬁﬁm ﬁﬂw B11)

u\os A

& °Tn Greid: the & mﬁﬂm word'is used for imaster and H.o&
b Gk not; w@_.. mer, £ Or yoware.slaves of.or be mmasu u
a Qr emm&lﬂﬁ@ e Gk slave

ﬁrnzﬂza\ E& ER@_EJ\ -

a letter. maoup TFaul 8 %a hmo&namwm:mmbﬁ by

HOUGH NO mnmowtﬂ DOUBTS that Paul wr ﬁn H ,w
o&&&p nom:um . wu%ﬁ of s 0 mem&oEE? a mmé argue m..&ﬁ it contains

gments m.oE two or three letters. Many regard 2.14-16 as 2 later insertion because of its se
e HmamﬁmMm m_uoE” anmw persecution of Owﬁmﬁmbm in‘Judea wher there is little other evi-
¢ for-such’ H\.ﬁ.mwnaaoh. Scholars defending Paul’s mﬁronEw 0m these verses argue that

reffect'the tense situation &mwﬂ‘&wm in Adts 17:5-13. Hm me .sa‘oﬁ these <Q,mmmv roéméﬁ
fer uuo&m&g Huomaon @ma WOE 9. m 5 : “leb

i6. mmu but \%m author Em_uﬁ mﬁ.u..mbm a wmmmm:m :
oss w&i @oa 1 Oon 16.21; Q&m :v

2005




BIRST THESSALONIANS Introduction

Stylistic Features and Significance

THE LETTER 18 P,.waowwr warm in tone, mb@ mmanaosmﬁ anﬁmroﬁ There is no eviden
i ; i 8 isupequaled inP

@Eomomg\ to, &mnﬁm Hmmme ﬁ.mmﬂm& by many Oamaw §Hﬁmﬁm Bmﬁ.ﬁqm, noEEshHQ Eﬂ nummm

Pt

mbm Hm_uemow _Hoﬁm m.bm.mﬁmm..
fastness'of owm in'our Bord:Jesus Christ ¥For
knewy brothers-and:sisters®: beloved by
“thiatrheshastchosen youj: Shecause:ous
Iessage ofthisgespel dirite to younetin word

..gﬁ &moaﬁ @o%ma and E_Emﬁoq, m@ﬁ:

thought, for Paul’s Jewish raﬁmm,w shaped him decisively. He names the Hoﬂwﬁﬂm aﬂﬁmm&o
ans?” using the term for citizens of the city, a form of address repeated only in 2 ,memm&onsh

1 Thessalonians gives u$ our earliest insight into Paul’s missionary activity and continu
congete: for his cotigregdtions. Itrevealsiproblems: early Christians faced living in: Qummw 50¢
andletsus see- 5@ EE&.&@ of the mm%. chnick: wwa GARM:. KRENTZ}

wmamoamm.émﬁwoé& to'be among
you mowﬁoﬁ.“mmwﬂ.mbbm vowbecamie itritatods
d'of the Lord, forin spiteiof persgeus
- yolui reckived the wordswith oy inspired
m&m_m% E%, Tsorthat w\gggu@& fex-

Macedoria.

A A typic mhﬁaﬁ Hnﬁn_.. omgﬁm. 39 Qﬁmﬁmb

_ﬁ ;.,\. )

a “Timothy
Z .ﬂ&m 1: 3.“,

ing: oouamnﬁ mc_b

. nmm.m,ﬂ.no.
u& Fbm.:wmm Qrmnoﬁn& ﬁﬁwq&, mmmpmnmp he
“mméamEm,nmmwonmm -romi:-the.iThessalonians.. A2
icient letters often begit with-aiprayer for the reads
weil-being; Paul begins with thanks for the Thessa-
ans’ E.nmnﬁ activity (see, e.g., Rom 1. 8). 1.3 m.n&s
andlove biduritbiether here forthe firsttinie in
iil's Lettérss see dlsa 518 Rom 5155 1 E6r13:13;Gal
A inseridsiplies g spectal relationshipwith
wod; ke Tsrael's (see; el TIsa41:8-10): B510rames:
+i§ viot-Panl’s own'treation:but God’s
Fectiveiword: %m@aom%% fafth. Word, a’philosophis
terms Eﬁﬁbm ratigndl acéount.and -explaiation;
3 m :\»_ Hm _Ho 83&“” mwomnw m.nm mnn_ob

M grtchr”
SSed, .

" Thefirst Christian. mnocwm. established ,S.. Paul in Burope were at Philippi and Thessalonica. From.
he traveled south through Beroea (Acts 17.10-15) to Athens (1 Thess 2.2-3.1) and finally to Oosb

hasbecome known,so'that weé havend needto
%m&ﬁm@@ﬂé .,mmow ,\&m.@moﬁw .om.&emm res

we rmm mmgobm._waﬁu Sk WOS Youl Egma to
God fromiidels;toserve alivinglandtrue
Wandito walt forthis Sendfrom héaven; whom
heraised fromthe-dead—Jesusy .s&g 4&88
us mSE m.ﬁ wrath mnmﬁ is noBEm S

ﬁmau,m Eﬁ ot o.BEm#o [you wasmotin
vain, ?but thevgh-we had already sufferéd and
been shamefullymistreated at Philippi;as you
kaiowy we'had courage in‘our God todeclare tof
you the; ‘gospel of: 09@5 spite of mﬁm@oﬁ@oﬂ;

; ,Huwmﬂmxn for mamm% mboH. &E
i d ﬁ&ﬁwm& from

Gieace, a.m_mgxmmm iforih Stressesithie Thessaloniagis!
witnessing activity:1.9-~30 Astersé summary of Paul’s
initial Enm&.ﬁm to ﬁoﬂ.wmsa“ see &mo 1 Oowm 6;10.14.

5. SV a feature omo nﬁumngﬁou me 13 9 nm Hmm 2. Hol
225 Refbth mu&

23— Hm H..mE.m mman 10 mum ma%& m,ﬁm concern moH
&m duamm&oEmhm mmﬁﬁgmm Em mnwomm waw E

mm.,..,.wr,w.,@.wﬁ.mr.‘nﬁ On
i REdlipp, see dets26.11-40. ThegospelofiGod;
mraboutGol (séd 1.9): 2:3-8 Using thelan-
gesof philosophers:ofthis day {decedt, Impure o
et v Biwords of flattery, bretext for grevd.
Syprafsefrorimortals, vi6Paul presents himself agan
tdeal:philosdpher whose way of life fefutes. the ided
thathe'deted “Gutiofi greed:For parallél Tangmage, see
Pio Chirysostomy Oratioh 52:11-213(to the Aléxandric
ans). 2.3nAppesl a Philosophical: term for;mioral iex-
hortatitn sueh a5 thatfoundin' £71-522 2476 planse




20 FIRST ‘THESSALONIANS 3.10-4.15
EIRST TSHESSALONIANS 2.7-3.9 2

vnnﬁﬁm of you? l0Night and day we pray most solemnly warnedyou. 7For God did-notcafl us
carnestly that we may §ee'you face'to fice and  to. Impurity but-in holiness. STherefore whe-
estore whatever i§lackitig i your faith. ever rejects this rejects not hurpan, authority

yott. or: from .others, “though.we might have separated from wﬁ.ﬁfﬁ _person, mnot

made dernands as apostles of Christ.’But we heart—we Hosmm&,%ﬁu. great eagerness to se
viere .wgmnﬁmﬂcum you,:like a murse tenderly  you face to face. 38For ‘we wanted 1o comie

Y : inly I Paulwanted:to-agaiti a 1iNoyr may: our:God- and, Father: hirself but God, who.also gives his Holy Spirit to you.
caring for her own children:#So ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ.ﬂﬂﬂﬁm Mowﬂﬁmﬁﬂmw %MM.” ed our way: ,.Gm.owa&u‘ and our; Lord -Jesus-direct. our-way-{0-you: . 9 Now concerning love of the brothers and
care for you- that Sm.,mam“mwwwdw%m d ,,co., t also Hmmo ur b ope o1 joy or-crowi of boasting bef ?And may the Lord make you increase and sidters,® you do-not nesd.to haveanyone write

., with-you not enly the gospel-o ‘_u.o 1 but our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you bound inlove for one another andforall, just to you, for you yourselves have been taught by

W MEH..@:E selves; because you liave! nmoBm ..ﬁ.Q 20¥es: you e our glo H_.".% andjoyl = ¢ s we-ahound &H_oﬁmmo@oaﬁﬁbbma@ heso Ged tolove one another; 10and indeed youdo

i eartous. - ek R : .

ember our labor and toil, broth- 3. Thérefore., ,ﬁ&.mb “we.could bea it
Qmmmw%.wmmwmm% ‘e worked ‘night and“day, so <) longer, we.decided fobeleft ‘mwoumwﬁwkww«
that e might not burden any of you while we ens; ..Nm.,mmr ‘we'sent Hﬁﬁoﬂgw our; mmp mﬁ..u :
proelaimed. to . you the gospel.of Godi 10You no..lzoa.#mu for mom i proclaiming °t m.w ﬁmw_
are witnesses, and .God also;; how: pure, up- of Christ, to .m.ﬂmﬁmﬁmwwmbm.mummﬁmmmg o
amwn,mﬂmgg&mmm.oE.,noumﬂg%wm.ﬁoémR the sake. of your faith,. mn.,..&mﬂ.bmm o%MmME
. youw beliévers: 11As vou-know, we dealt with be shaken by these persecutions. Indeed,

trengthen: your hearts. in holiness that you loveall the biothers- andl. sisters® throughout
nay be-blameless before. our God andFather Macedonia. But we urge you, beloved, to do

the toming-of our Lord.Jesus. with all his so more and more; 11to aspire to-live quietly,
ol Rt I to.mind your own affairs, and. to work with
your hands, as we directed you; 1250 that you
ST B S F TR L maythehave properly toward outsiders'and be
‘Finally,-brothers and sisters,* we-ask and dependentonnoene.«i:, wd . i

H.H.?Eapﬂ:mwcmam ,

lkea fithoceth bis childen; - yourselyes know that this iswhatsie e _ omgeyou in the Lord Jesus thatyas you oLy

. each:one of you like.a mﬁﬂ%%%m,_%mmmm. Wmﬂ%ﬁﬁ?ﬁ when we were-withyo ﬂu&,&oﬁﬁH.Hosés.._ozm?s_ liveandto .. . ?.m.@_,"méw&.mr@,_&.. i,

. Mﬁmﬁm Hmam w%ﬁ%ﬂﬁwﬁm mom..a,&,go, calls " told: @\.o.d beforehand -that. we. were to. suff ease- (od, mmmvww .mmnu.ﬁon,.mmmumoﬁmu«_.%oﬁ_ 13 Butwe do 10t want you to be uninformed;
thiatyou lead a life. thysof: 5 WO ¥o: : ¢

..+ persecution; so. it turned outy _M.m ) Wo.s.,.%u%
rivethe :God for 5For. this- reason, when: T could:bear it'n
~13-We also. constantly givethanks to:God for : d:bear I
mEW ; &% when %@ﬁ.ﬁmow?&ﬁwm -word.of God  longer, I sent-to. m.am :ott about: %onh%& .
Emmwdﬁmmma from us; youaccepted itnotasa  was- .m,w.ﬂ%..ﬁmﬂ_ ,moE@oé E.n : ﬁﬂ% wﬂ. !
human: word -but:as- what . it.really-is, God’s tempted .q\oﬁhmu&wﬂ our labor had;beer
word, which-is also-at work.inyou believers. vain. .. e e
.ﬁmow.moE.vBEQmmhm,.ﬂ.mﬁﬁw%&wmmgm imita- SRR R Q&,\_m mmnazﬂﬁw.mzbgww.nﬁal ”
tors of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that G R LTS T
mmwﬂb Judea, for you suffered-the same: things 6 ,.wE.Hmeoﬁw rmmmwmﬂ M.Mg MMMHM MMMM%GE
. own compatriots as they did from you, and has brought usthe g ews.of ¥
meﬂmwﬂﬁwméro Ea% both the Lord Jesus and  faith and love. He has told us .m,H.mo: Em.m you
the Eo.w,mmnmv_ anid dro¥é tis ut; they displease  ways repiember us kitidly mﬂmmmbmﬁo e s
God and opposé evetyone 16by hindering us  just’as'we ,.@bm,ﬁ,_,.mm@m yoiL. 7 mm.ﬁ -this M:H
from speaking to the Genfiles 50 that they may  brothers ‘and sisters,” %EEW, [ Mbmo mwmmmm
PP BEAGR g T R MR L o d @mHmmeﬁbﬂms,m: ave beex .encg
be saved. Thus they have constantly been fill- and persecu . PSR Smapa
ing ‘up :the measure it sins; but God’s about. you.throngh. your faith..8Fotwe 1
ing. up the measure. .of ‘their sins; but God 2bout you g B o
g § 7 éfndtlast? - ool e live, iffyou continuete stand firms e Lo
: eﬁ.ﬂw w .mwomﬂﬁ%@ m.EE = Hmm ¢ IHow Mmﬂ»ﬁm%mww.moa m_wo,ﬂmw._,m Eyoui
“W . :.H,rn .Mmﬁﬂﬁ:wﬂdw \._.mh:“_ Hp . w. - %.nmm&wwnwcmmmm;ﬂmum infants ....m,@whww@%w\ww
17-As for us, broth s and sisters,’ wi €1, Ior-a -Orher ancient authofities.réad their owr prophets:
wm%,m %%M we were fiiade orphans by, beiitg  d O pomplaeh.oz forever- e- Gk lacks pra iy

mon@mﬂmo.‘,mo_Ech..mwm‘ Eo.am.mmomﬁo.m_wnoé_.u_.o\nrﬁ.mumna sisters,® about those who have
Hat instructions we gave you through the died;? so.that you may notgrieve as others do
d-Jesus: 3Fer this'ds the will of God; your who haveno hope. 14For sincesve believethat
nctification: that you abstainfrom-fornica- Jesus :died-and rose again, even- s0;-through
tion; 4thateach- ome.of you lnowhew to con:  Jesus, God will bringwith him those who have
i ot own:body* in holiness and-honor, died: 4 15Fat this we deciare to.you by the word

yowinto hisiown kingdom and glory: -

with Wistful passion, Hke:the Gentiles who of.the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left
ot know: God; Sthat' no.oRe Wrong or ex-  until the coming of the.Lord, will by no means
_%mgomﬁﬁ.ﬁw&wﬁoﬁn,E.ammﬁbwﬁau._u.mnmswa wiec DTl
wm.,H.;oagmwmu.m%bmmmﬁmm‘._&mmm things, justas T o) Orfiosh'so take aviife for himsely -+ :
have :already told you.beforchand and ciGkbrother: d Glefallerr aslesp .- . - v -

reinforces hopein 4.13-18.3.16 Whatever isack: évaliiates marital sex poiitively (see dls¢'l Cér 736},
g1 your faith does not imply a rebuke (see Leybut 46 On'wroning. . . abrither ot sister; sée Rom 14:13—
fers to the teaching given in4.1-5.22.3.11-13Paul’s  23;1 Cor 8.0-35. Pauldescribes God asan

&, ansveted by later visity (1'Cof16.5:2 COra.13  or motif (Ps.94.19, to stressthe-eschatological signif-

epeats motifs found jn 13-4 3.1 Saimss (f.  cance of what-he. teaches; seg also, 1.103: Rom 2.16;
ones”), an o7 title for God’s people (see Ex 19.6; 12.19. 4.8 Holy Spirit, mentioned in 1.6; 5.19; not as
.18; Psalms of Solomon 17.26) or for angelic be- . prominent here as in 1 Corinthians and Romans.
g5 here either significance makes sense. . ... ..+ - 4.9 Love of the brothers and sisters (Greek philadelphia)

~35.24 In thissecond major section'of the Letter, was a virtue!in Epicuirean :philosophy;. Paul nses the
ul.gives practical:instructions:about Christian life in termr only.once unore (Rom 12.10).- Taught by God,-a
n-Christien city 4.1-12; Marriage, human-rela- common Stoic.idea. The term is 2ot found elseswhere
ships;, anid:. civic. life—topics often-discussed by i theNT 411 Aspireto tive guietly-corresponds to. the
ophers—were: significant. for. Christiar life-in a- ‘Epicarean, maxini “Bscape notice as you Hive? Mind
gele clty: 412 General Introduction- to 41-5.24. _your own affairs,-an Epicurean, attitude that excluded
ally; better “therefore,” tharks the transition to pacticipation in civic affairs-(minding the comumon af-
5.24. Urge, or“encourage a technical termofan-  fairs). Work. with- your hands emphasizes -self-suffi-
thics, &mo_mmanﬁa“ in 2:12; 3.2;. 4105511, 14:  ciencpa major-Stoic goal {see 2.9; 1. Cor 4.124:2 Thess
oldithat the onﬁm.ﬁﬁdﬂmﬂ.mr z letter of moialens 3.6-12).4.15— 18-Paul. deseribes. Jesus® returm-in:lan-
2gement. 4.3 Reference to,the will of God antici- guage that has points of contact both with the Romar,
the strong, theslogical . emphasis in. v 68 imperfal cult-and iJewish:apocalyptic’ expectations.
seo-Roman sexual-laxity scandalized Jews (seev. 5), 413 No hope Hmm_mqg,m,,.noEEcn.mnmno%onn viewr;
ul ofter] warns.against fornication (see 1 .Cor 5.1; especially. in. Epicurean- philosophy; that- there-is no
18; Gal-5.19). 4:4. How to-control:your own'body  Tesurrection. A Latin tomb inseription; reads: “I. was
or 72} How to take.amwifefor hiriself (text note - noty I was; I am.not;] care not.” 4.15.By the (bettera™)
owto possessa vessel o implement™) dsprefer-  word of the-Lord, probably a special revélation from the
oth: translations. are passible, but Pay] is'dis- risen Christ;.ro.such: saying of Jesus, survives in -the
sing H.&mﬁon,&%m_Wmmm.w.memxm&;nﬁm."wnxen,wm.& Gospels.- Wewhi: are alive. Paul doesnot expect to die

‘Gvenger;.an

God is Paul’s fundamental moralcriterion in this Tes- Mt 2331; Lk 1 149-51; Acts 752, 216 Fling
ter-{see 2.12; 4.1).’ 2.7- The only .explicit reference to Sm&:wﬂmﬁ%mw Msm %mmno Mwh.u.ﬂ m_.Wm ﬁ.”Emvﬂ.o.~.a?§..u,b.a.m.
ol ship in the <-Gehtle L.ulike a viurse:  reflects the apocalyptic: conicepit: that: Y
WNEH.W . MMMNNNWH“M«HM‘@MMW “wnM. Gal 419, 2.9 Tike foreordained stages Hosﬂm‘ﬁm mw& God m..,u,,‘.wnmwm o0
H%an Mwﬁngﬁonm% wrmomvmrﬂm, ‘Bl worked to 110 At last. QQSENWNH or forever Wmﬂwnﬁmmwm m_
rt himself :3:.1 Cor-9.6—18; 2" Thess preferable2:17~5.5 Paul expresses his "
S s o e matar ‘andd’ i alonians. while absent from them: 2.18-B
br gt d enconraging ... and pleading  Thegsalonians sent fr I
W,M. nw_w. ommwmo%mﬁﬂmhmﬁmﬂ%&%mw (v. 7). The three  frustrated attempts.to EW: .nwm%rnmmm%mwmww MH%Hu
syn ticiples.“stress .the ~importanice. of of the apocalyptic struggle-between Gos band &
synonymous participles,“stress .the ~impor aice. ¢ B O B B e
! iristian life;2.13—16 The second thanksgiving (sée seea 0 Rom-16.20; ¢ : B127 2190
" HOWHWMWSMR ﬂmnnﬂrmmm&oaﬂwm faith-under.opposition.  of; .wcawgm,..ﬁba ‘Mm.ﬁm»..._ﬁnmﬂrwi%w mmﬂmw.mcmw MM
M. NWE..,.? The mﬁrmnmnm%‘om theseverses wwwo.uwnnﬁwm - mwp.wmmmwnm,mmw w&ﬁwﬁﬁm.wnw Mwﬂ_n AMHN{.,@“H%&” I
: d;.sée Introduction. 2.5 Onckilling.". . 'the  2.18).3.6- Y. STep cect:2) 2
m"‘ WWMMMMMN&W only reference to theot in the Letter), see  an-exuberant.response. 3.6 On faith and No.cs.m.n
I




FIRST . THESSALONLANS 4.1625.28

précede those who have died.#16For thelord
Wm hiraself;-with 2" crysfof command, with-the
\ archangel’si call-andwith the sound of God’s
i trumpeét; will -descend-from leaveén, and the :
| deadrin:Christiwill rise!first 17 Fhen-we'who  tor nﬁwmnﬁzﬁvoma ;
arealive;who-are left, will: becaughtupdnithie  have chargeofiyo
! dlonds together with:thém to meetthe Lord in 35 113 mwmmmau. 98&..
; the air; and'soiwewill berwith the Lord forever! ,
18Therefore encouragerone anotherwithithese

| < sons,brothers.and tsisters; Liyoutdornot
] need'to’have anything'writtentoyeu:2Foryou
; yourselves know very well that the .mu,wdm_:%.w
Lord will come ke a thiefin the night-#When
they say, “There is peace and security, then
sudden. destfisction will come _ﬂﬁob them, as
libor- pains-conie -upon:a pregnant womiair, words of; wﬂomrﬁmh :
and’ thére il berdnd sescapel r4But:iyou, fast 8 whatisgood:
béloved; * are ot in‘darkniess, for that:day:to
surprise’ you like athief 5 for you are all chil- . .
dren of light'and children-of the'day;'weiaré yowentirelyyandmay your Spi
not6f the night or 0f darkness! 60 ther letus  body-bekept-sound® an

hotfall: mmwn@mz asiothérsidoy but leti us keep  coming ofrour Ho& szm
dwakeznd besober; 7forthose who'sleepsleep  whio callsyou is'
atmight; and thoséwho are drunk get drunkat -+ 25:Beloved, #pray:forus:
. night. 8But since we belong to the day; letusbe =26 Greet allthebrothers and si
j sober, and put,on. the breastplate of faith and  holy kiss. 271 solemifily’comman
W love, and for a helmetathe hope of salvation. Lord thatthisietter be read;
! 7 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for

obtaining, salyation, through .our. Lord. Jesus

Christ, 1oswho && for., zmv 50 Eﬁ s&mﬁrﬁ we

HC ﬂa &Emﬁg geems 1o; _uméﬁm of; m&ﬂmhbm ﬂuon&w@ﬂn g@m F m ,Ewmwm&ouw-
before Jesus™ coming (seealsoil-Cor15.51-52): Later;
however, Hestemstorsficct onthe possibility of death;
see 2-Cot 5155 Phil 1,20-28: Coming (Greckparonsia;
see mm_mo, 2.19 H.u.,u,m 23}y atechrlical termrforas a&mn ;)
wi:Cor 15231416 A
. mand, .m&nn&%m a&h,gn,m triompet {seelsa 27135 Joel N 12,8305,
2.1y Zetch 944) annvincethe nile si's arrival. o texts  death-dsia mmoﬂmn@moﬂa 3
.&a w&m_., nd:..m joth-tse'such Hmbmnmmm. 4,37 Paul iden= mmE.HQE.um todhis earlier userof sleg
: : ord ﬁmn:u%mm&&a& ‘of the uni-
verse, whom believers will' welcomé as city officlals 10 mgmamv&oumw% ¥
would smeerand-weltome ewisiting miler-Note that mﬁ 542 Those ‘who labor:aming you;
Tordis'comifig to thelearttipnot goingto heavert. i1, ship veoles.’ Fofimial-elergpodid not y
5 111 ‘Paul.diaws out:the implidations-of ﬂ._n,roﬁn 21-These nch.Eu%,Emw reflecta’des
of “Jesus™ comming with trepeated 'ealls forsvigilapee:  Christian worshi
5.2 Dayiof the Lord; the dég-of judgment Seelsa 2.9~ i5 good ad & criterioiitsegialso R
19;:A%A 5:1:8=2025:3 Roman imiperialicoins used peate  condluding"benediction’ stresses’th
and seciiriiyids wpfopagandalegend; seealso fer 614  God.'5.25-28-The ¢onclusion. of th
Erelk13:10. Labor: painsiSee: Tear 131678 Fos113:13;  Holykiss~ias zpart, of wolship; seeRo
ROm8.22:5.6.Let s riot fall asleép: SeeMe 25.13; Mk 16205 2:Gir 131121527 The Leite

Loy

13:34—37; this exhorfation tounoeral alestneds isselari  read in theTecipients worship-asser]

111

Hh.qlwcweu roﬁﬁ el Wmm,da."n g




REVELATION Introduction
ﬂ.&,.”m:c,ﬂcdw (13:3; 17.9-1 : to &.& Hamnum Om Zﬁd s nggu égnw circulated

m.woxmw ithas
, : ion of Chiis-
or was 1 ot mpw nmmEﬁ of an omwﬂmp woamu”wown% but-rather- Em,wmmﬁﬁ of ran-
£ hostility- betweén Christiris atid-their'pagan and Jewish rieighbors. Rorian
ometimes %msdv though not always willingly, into these conflicts (seé Asts
istian atthors wnnw as Fusebius of Caesarea transformed random instances of
an ommn.wmm persecution fomented by Domitian. In the last analysis, it is difficult
hether the widespréad E& apparently systeinatic: Humnmmnnﬁoa..ammmnﬁm n &um
.Sruﬂmnﬁam“&. rmwﬁmnmm or. s&mﬁ the mﬂmuoa Q%mnﬁ& 20&& rmﬁwmb , .

a KEOWWmm vomb.eﬁmn&y ﬁ&@ U.w mbemﬂ EE,.BoamE mnm&mamu

ONGS 7O THE LITERARY GENRE given 5@,80%3 Hm_u& m@oo&ﬁummv éamax mv
..Emn.w and early Chriétianity. The name of this genre is based on 1.1, wher the
okalypsis (“revelation”) designates the content of the book asa “revelation of Jesus

.om“mmﬁ.g ‘to show his sérvants what: ‘Edmﬂmooﬂ.. take place” An .m@oo&%?@
! Hmmma.ma@ asa mnmﬁ-wmamm,n narrative i in which, theaiithor, ﬁuoHBm.E using the pen
@Eoﬁm whﬂmﬁﬁ ,_HEH& mmﬁwmcnr as’ m&.mﬂ,r .aunmbm..,_? or mwOnE relates ou.m or
.S,ﬂo.bm about the future; the heavenly .SS.E or] woﬁw Jewish wm.on&%mmm often
istinction between the present evil mwm and the imminent future age of Emmem
ween 4 .mﬁmoﬁ.,.aﬁoig Qﬁm& or m,, H,Hmwﬂmo_ﬁ,m remnant Within Isracl). mu&_ |
ty (hostile foreign powers or a hostile group within Hmam.&_ is understood asrepre-
-betwzen God and mﬂmd.,gmwmdmmom..% Eﬁmbmm.noupm.ﬁ.mbm. great suffering;
mm.moﬁnm.armodpmﬁw,,ﬁmmﬂan agent, will decisively intervene in history t6 Sb&lu
rd God’s people mﬁ@%ﬁé&u or eliminate their .mmﬁEJ\ oEuHmmem. Many Jewish
e 2 great deal of .M&ﬂp_uormﬂu bfteni .ﬂEﬁm bizarre (e.g., Dan 7.2-8), and Revelation
on. One stock mmEd of Jewish mﬁon&.«ﬁmmm also.found.in Revelation is the i

tant clues about his general identity. The frequent allusions to the ot Gu.&n&
Daniel) suggest his Jewish origin, The Semitic features of his Greek style indicat
native of Palestine who emigrated to Asia Minor, perhaps in the wake of the fir,
against Rome (66—73 cE), when many were forced to flee for their lives. m% nmE..u
sition a prophetic book (1.3;22.7, 10; 18, 19), he clearly implies that he'is a Hﬁc
farity with the circumstances of the seven Christian communities he mm&.mmmmm
ﬂrmﬁ he was probably a well- Hgosﬁ itinerant Christian prophet (22. mu.

Date

MANY EARLY CHRISTIAN WRITERS Eozmrﬂ that Revelation had been sﬂnmn to
Domitian’s reign (81-96 cE), but a few later writers thought that John had written
earlier, @E.Em the persecution that occurred in 64 E.Ean Nero G@lmm cE). Evid
ing both dates can be found in the book. In favor of the earlier date, 11.1-3 sugg
Jewish temple in Jerusalem (destroyed by the Romans in 70) was still standing wh
was written. Further, the code name of the beast in 13.18 is 666, widely Eonmw

the name Nero Caesar. Other data, however, suggest a date wmﬁ in the first centusy,
2086

inter=
mmﬁﬂpﬁwﬂﬁm who explains the Emmb.,Sm of ﬁmwon.m. to theseer 11 HHH
e only other book-length w@on&ﬁ.mm in the Biblé s Daniél. [5avin £ .pdz&




REVMEBLATION el v v o0

siserving® hisiGod and:Father; to
1y and QGE.ES& foreyer Eum ever;

sooritake .Ewnp hé'madeét it kiowan'by se ding™ tHe ‘Sevi
higangelto his servint: Johin, 2whottestified to.Sand frém: TJegusChrist; thi
the:word of God.andito:thetestimony.of Jesus. .the frsthorn
Owﬁ f, even t( mmmymﬁwm SaW. s

1T

e one s&o Hnmaw &

: Emﬁmﬁ@ and the OEammeﬁa the
who hearand who kéep what-is written f-it; wo_u,w@hm whodvasand-who i isto

moﬁ Ea Eﬂa is near.

w 1-2 moﬁoﬁbm ancient ENHE conventions, &m ES& chEum ,aoow ‘means that it.is inte
first-senténce fubctions asa title: vnnmmaaﬁmiﬁ esgen- Owhmﬁmb__éo%?m Amnm ol 416;
tak contents of the corzposition.
Christ indicates that God “hime
sturee:df JoHm's revelafory vistons: EHE misisteics it largely réstrictec
the;events.predicted-in Johals wisions mrustsoon sake - sections.of the ook @.u. =3122;

Dlace m.mgmm‘n._um. book (1.3; 22.6, 10). The: Eﬂnﬁuﬁmﬁum . Eoﬂ&bq mgﬁmﬁﬂ thoge sectionsare
Frigel who mediatés revilation {4 sieelt Higike i edfly

your E,oauﬂ who:shdtewithryouin
the persecution and the Ehm@oﬂ and the
endurance, was orr'the islarid'called Pat-
.,..om m.ﬁ 29@% moﬁém.gm ﬁ.&%

bOGE TR tirm

D L7-16

like'a druiripet Usaying; “Write in 2 book what
yourseeand; send it to:therseven ‘churches;:to
© Ephesus, to-Smyrna) toPergamum, to-Thyatira;
to:Sardis, 1o Philadelphia, and to Laodicea’
w12 TThen Tturhed to-see'whose voiceit was
thatispoke to mepand on: turning ['saw seveiy
golden:lampstands; 43and iin-the midst:of the
lampstands: T saw-oneAlike ther:Son- of Man;
clothed swith:a long: robe and withras golden
sashe across his chiest. 14His! head:and, his-hair
werewhite as white: éooH swhitelagsmovr his
eyes were like a-flame of fire; d5his feetwere
like burnished bronze, refined as in a furnace,
and his veice fragTike otarid _Emb% wa-
ters.z16Tn: his: righit-hatid he held séven stafs,
and fromm his mouth ¢ime.a sharp; two- edged
sword,and his: face! was-like the-sun: wrhnbm
59 %E moanm.

UREVELATION

Hms&w and: WB.H% Chyistian apodalypses) s Bnnnobmm. whel Qﬁ& will et to: save an ,

; A ; T SeeIm 8 Rmanﬁ,m_wﬁg Emzmbnm
Thess 1.1). 1.4 The .wmcm:,nw:wnwa Qmﬁnm in
d in seven prominent citles in west-
odern.Turkey)n the Romarrprovince
vere within onehundred miles.of Ephesus:
(y:severiitifries.in Revelition). symbal:
patten: rigvidentiin:bothuthe uwménmm

siold divine ndme that:alludes tozaiwides
tic. Jewish.mame for God based on:Fx
one whois.” Itidiffer’s: slightly from/apopular
describing God ds“thé ongiwho. isand
whowill be?by. emphisizing the-future
od:-Secalss L8 H1/L7; 16.508etern spirt
ver archangels who:stand-before Godi(3:1;
also:Tob12.150Tk:1:19; 1-Enoch:20,1-
etaphior f5t theHoly:Spiritbased:onsa
Emmﬁp Latin Mulgate) 1154 Faithful it
13;6.9; 12115 17,63, firsthorn o
i thé ivigs ofthereaith (17.14;
titles ofJesis: (corresponding -to:.the
for God; seenotevon 1:4) thatrdescribe
tial aspectsiof Hiis roles the: faithful procla
the message of Godsiwhich!léd o his-ekecns
.&mn&& ,.5 hiss Hmmcd,annob.gu his

oy mw picidian Natigel

Laodiog- _gmﬁi

m.ouﬁsﬁm atheologinof the'cross. L

yi{seeGald 5) Hm_ﬁhﬁw_&.gﬂamo
addredsed fo/Christ (thedoxolbgyin 5.33
d to:Both, Godsand QEE and isfollowed
racles, the:firsbemphasizing! thetimumis
Christand, the secondsemp hasizing the
of:God. .6 Mddés G0 Fei'n Tingdoms
9:6:1.7 Comingwith the clouds, anzallus
appliedito. Jespsasitlie .nona,bm“mon of
Mk 838y 15.26) People ivail betause
impending'eschatological iwdgrment: (seé
8 Alpha, Omega, the firstandlast letters

o ﬁ_u.m Greek ,&wrmvmﬁ H_u_m unméﬁwmmmnm ﬁ_un idea.of
totality mmm, symbolizes. God’s sovereignty (21.6;

22.13); it is similar in meaning to the first and the last
(T17 2.8 22: Hmu and'the beginning nhd-the end(21:6;
22 3);-see Doteonr 1317 H.wl,mcuuogvmunﬁu@gm Vit
sion:of theexalted.G st.providesanintroduction to
thesevén proclamatioss thatfollow. 1:9-On theprob:
lemi of ; .mmam%nax asthe sitdation motivating Jehin.to
write) see-Intiodictions:Patos; «a popilated dslard
thirty-seven fniles southiwest-of Ephesus.::Théresis no
evidency: that:it'was: ever s, Roman-penal no_oﬂm bt
Johnunayliave béen banished:from hisheome tertitory
arid forced o go these-during the refgh ofthe emperor
who baitished him T was inthe 'spiritimeans-thet
John-experienced:a vision-trance:(4:2; 7.3; 2110:see”
also’ Acts:10:30; 115523, 67 Lord’s dag s term-used
Iater, "and: probably ‘alse: here, for :Sunflay; the: maini
weekly:Christian-day wofworship (Didache 12.1; Gospel
of Peter:12:50) This-usage may: dérive frony:the telé-
brationrof the Lord’s Supper onthatdey (1-Cor 11.20);
the-day commeémorating: Christs iréstifrection. (Ig+
natjusy Magnesidnss9.1): L12516'The idesoription of
the. exalted Chirist-resernbles-other epiphanies:of i
vine mmE.mm {19.11-16; Dan 10.5-9).'L.12 Thé: seven
golden lampstands, representing the .seveichuiches
{1.20);'are menorahs; lights that Burm: centinually be:
fore God:in the sanctiary: (Fx 27:20=21;Tew 24:2+44);
inencientJudaism the menorah wasa: $yrmbol of fudd=
iso 313 :Ome-like the Sorriof Man, atr allusion to! Dan
7:13 (see also'Rev1:7;-14.14); theé Greele text has-“orie
likk.a 5011 of man,” lacking the.definite Eé&a ¢haraé-
teristic of: the: ithe-the Som of Man® in: thé Gospés:

L:34 Hairz.: wwhite as white wool chatacterizés the'An-
Qwﬁ_ow@mﬁ {i:ei;God) inDam 7.9 but here isistrilc!
Em@ part.ofizideseription of Christ; implicitlysquat-
ing him. with God: 116 The sword- ‘proceeding from
Christ’s mouth:{see also 2.16 19415; 213 ef2:12):dsa
metaphorifor both theword.of God mh&cmmgaﬂ (seé




REVELATION. 1..17-2.9

17 When 1..saw-him; I fell at his feet-as
though. dead. But he placed his-right hand on
me, saying, “Do.not be afraid; T am the. first
and the last, 8and the living-onei [ was dead,
and see, ] amalivé forever and ever; and T have
the keys of Deatti-and .of Hades.- 19 Now write
what ‘you'have seen,; -what-is, and: ”i.mmﬁ@ to
take placeafter.this. 20As for the mystery of the
sevien stars that'you saw in my right hand,and
the seven-golden lampstands: the seven stars
are the angels of the seven: churches, and: the
sevenlampstands-are the'seven churches.

- The:Message to Ephesus .
% “To theangel .of the' churchin:Ephesus
N_.wsﬂﬁmu These are the words of him whe
holds the seven stars:in. his:right hand; who
walks among the severi goldén lampstands:ii=:
+2 “] know your works, your toil m.a.m.ﬁuﬁ
patient endurance. I.know-that you :cannot
tolerate evildoers; you have tested those who'

foundithiem to be false:
are enduring;patientlyand
sake of my name, and thaty
weary: 4But:T-Have: this ag
have abandoned thelove you
membet then:from what-yo
pent,and dothéworks: )
will comk to you and rem
from its place, unless yo e
your:credit; you hate the works
tans, which ¥ alsohaté, 7Le
ear listen to.what the Sp
churches. To everyone wh
give permissior to eat from
is:in-the’paradisé.of God

those who say that they aze Jews
but'are d:syndgogue of -Satan.
what you are-about-fo suffer, Be-
s-about:to throw some of you
1at-you:may be tested; and for
ou will have:affliction.. Be faithful
1d T.will give-you-the crown of
e who hasan ear listert to-what
ying to the churches. Whoever
Aot be harmed by the second
essage fo Pergamum, . .
the angel of the church in: Perga-
These are theswords: of him who

vo-edged sword::-

i where
Yetyotvare hiolding fast to my
did-notideny your faith in'rhe
ays-of Antipas my-witness, my

o waskilled among you, where
But I have a few;things -against

8 “And to the'angel of:th
wiite: Theserare the word
last; who mas:deadrand ¢
-9 know your afflictior
even thoagh*you are 1ich

claim to: be-apostles’ bt -dre not, and have

ve some there who hold to the

Tsa 49.2; 'Wi§- 18.15-16; .2~ Thess 2.8;. Heb: 4.12).
117 Fell v as though: dead. The:frightof the.seer is 4
stock; motif-of epiphanies narrated in vision reports
(see Isa 6:5; Eoek 1.28:Dan 8.17; Lk24.5). The firstand
the last] a divine title.derived from Second Isziah (fsa
41 4y 44.6;48.12); see note on 1.8, 1.38 Keys-of Death
and of Hades, 1.e.;the keys to Death and Hades-(as to'a
doer); becatise Christ was dead but is now: alive for-
ever; he cofitrols.them. In Anatolia, in' Hellénistic and
Roman times, there was-a widespréad belief.that the
Greek underworld goddess Hekate possessed thé keys
to Hades. 1.19 Some have taken this as .m._&noa.%ﬂﬂ
generdl-outline of Revelation: what you haveiseen-{1.9—
20); what is (2,1-3.22), and what is to take place after
this (4.1-22.5)..Since 4.1-22.5 refers 16 the’ past and
thie fisttire; however; one should:see thiis as'alogical di-
vision-of the subject:(not the book) into past; present,
and future::1.:20 Argels-of the seven churches, later re-
ferred toiindividially (2.1; 8, 12, va.,r.ﬁ..ﬁu. arethe
héavenly-counterparts ofthie earthly Christian-comi-
MUBIESE 1L e e e e
2.1-3.22 The messages to:the séven churches-are
not in the form ofancient Jetters (see. 1.4~5a). but
rather resemble. the edicts and. decrees issued by Per-
sian ;and - Greek- kings' and ‘Roman emperors. Bach
proclamation consists of eight stereotypicat .mmm.mﬁmm“
(1). destination; (2) the command to write,.(3) the ar-
chaic “thus says™formula (thesz.are the words of ), (4)
titles of Christ (largély based on-thewvision in 1.9+20),
(5)-the T know”™ narrative, {6): admonitions- mﬁ#..ﬁ..
hortations, (7 the proclamation: formula {lez-anyéne
who has an’ aar listen), anc: (8} the victory formiuld
(whoever conguersand similat phrases), Kom&. exhor-
tation, present?imiplicitly if not explicitly-in apocas
lypses;. permédtes thesé. proclainations. 2.1 Ephesus,

alaam; whé taught Balak: to.puta

largest city:of the Reman provin ckbe forcthe people of Isradl, so

procensil; and. an-inportant; eat]
(Acts18.19-28;:1%1;-20:16

d:eat food: sacrificed; to idols

CREVELATION 2.10-20

and practice-fornication. 1550 you also have
some who held to the-teaching of the Nicolai-
tans. 1Repent then; If not; I will come to you
sooli-and make War against them with the
sword-of my mouth. 17Let aniyone who has an
ear listeri. to: what the Spirit.is ‘saying to the
churches.. To everyohe who conguers-1 -will
give somé of the hidden manna; and I will give
awhite stohe,.and.on the white stone is writ-
ten:a.new namme that no one Knows excépt the
anewhoreceivesit: + ... v, o e

o The Message to Thyatira "
18-“And to'the angel of the.church,in. Thyatira
write: These are the words of the Son of God,
who has eyes like 2 flame of fire, and whose
feet are like burnished bronze: - e

- 19 °T know-your works—your love, faith,
service, and-patient -endurance. Lknow that
your last works are gredter than the first. 20But
I-have this dgainst you: you:toleraté that
woman-Jezebel,-who calls herself a prophet
and is-teaching and beguiling my servants® to
practice fornication and to eat food sacrificed

a Or deny my faith b Gislaras’ 1 o

1.3).2.2 Tested suggests thatvi i
expected: tomeasure up: to:ce
tesching and ‘behavior (1-Thess
dithe 11).-Apostles, 4 general term
sionaries (Acts.14.4, 12;Rony 16
1L.3~6). rather thanca techmical: ter
apostles: 2.5 will: _.wmﬁo%%aﬁ.unn. ]
20), a thieat to bliterate the:Ep
Christiati cormunity;-ices; 2 syl
out.in:heaven has:carthily conség

e Smyrnaean Christians are spiritu-
by the Jews, refers to their denuncia-
efore-Roman officials (see Acts
o of Polybarp 12.2-3), an indici-
nilict between the two commiunities;

tatemierits Wete ‘ot ‘riginally as
theysound today Synagogue of Satan,
gation:of-Belial” in-the Dead :Sea
Spiving Hymns (1QH 2:22), may refer to

tans,: axi: othérvise wiknown Chris doned @mﬁ faith v&. more likely
Epheiiis and Pergamum (see v ho (like Satan) were “opponents” of

; “father™of
e devil (Gresk diabolos, “slanderer” 2
Hebrew “Satan”), working through his
en;:will throw:them into prison.. Ten
es &:short but indéfinite period of time:
:Cor:9:25; Jasi1.12);an image based
arded to winners in ancient competi-
scent of the wreath design found-on
istic.tombstones; & mitaphor, for the re-
3,11): 221 Second death (20,6, 14;
unishrerit-of the wicked following
2 Pergamun; a: Eity of 180,000, was
etnment in the Roman provice of Asia
enter:of the irdiperial cult (see note.on
thrane, dwenigmatic phrase thatmay
recorisul’s judgmerit seat; to-Pergamum
periakiult, ot to the Great Altar-of
¢r:230 Bewi(ancients often designated
YiAnipas, ani otherwise unknown
ted or Iynched in Pergamum, Wirness,

tothe false apostles ofv:2 and wil
lowers in Thyatira (vv,20+-23), and oft
Ghostics (though the-evidenceiis:
tentof -all: seven proclamation
Spirit, whospeaksthrough Christ
prophetic model.iEat.from:the: tre
for salvation :or-eternal E.Q.A.Ooﬁ(
254465 Testament of Levid8.11).Ag
deriiéd to Adam and Eve{Gen 3.24
able:to the:rightedus (Rev 22.2;:14;
term- for, the ;gardei:located in Ed
earth!(Gen 12.8); was.translated:p
loanword:for “garden’.or-*park’)
Latst; paradisecate tobetegarde;
righteous dead {2 Esd 7:36; LK 2
and was thought to be located in,
4; 2 Enoch-8.1): 2:8.Sryrag;a-har
north of Ephesus {modern Jzmir):a
Eﬁni&n cultif ' i
peror). The:first-and: the-last. S¢

from-the Greék. martys, a word. that soon took on
the connotation of “martyr” {Martyrdom of Polycarp
14.2). 2.14 According to postbiblical Jéwish literature,
the erzor of Balnain (sée Num 22245 31.16; 2 Pet
2.15-16; Jude 113 ‘involved idolatry and sexual ime
inctality: Foad sacrificed to-idols, sold to the ‘public id
pagan tempie meat markets, violated theewish profii-
bition of idolatry{(Ex 3£.15; 4-Macc 5.2} and, because
of its, connection withpagan worship, wasa problem
for observant Christians ag'well(2.20; Acts 15.20, 29
21.25 1-Cor8.1, 4,7, 105 10,28). 2,05 Nicolaitins {ses v.
6 tepeat the error of Balaarn. 2.17. Minnd, from’the
Hebreve for “What is-it? is'also called *bresd frden
heaven” (see Ex 16:4; Neh 9.15; Tn 6.31-34) and “food
from. heaven™:(Ps 105.40); here it is.a metaphor for
participation:in: etermal life. According to Jewish exz
pectation, the-miraculous feeding would be repeated
i the lastdays: White stone, an.amulet on which is i
Scribed ayew! nams; i, the $ecret-name.of God or
Chuist (3.12;.19.12;.cf; 7.3), which is.a symbol for the
permanent protection :of the wearer. In ‘the -ancient
world amulets containing divine namies were thought
effective..in ' warding - off | diseases: and _ evil . Spirits.
2.18 Thygtira (modern Akbisar)y lay thirty-five miles
inland, between Pergamtim and Ephesus.2.20 Jezebil,
the Canaanite queen of King:Ahab.of Tsrael-(1 Kings
18-1%2-Kings 93, who-: induced Ahebto, worship

Canadnite deities/John gives.this infamotis name to Aan
othérwise. . unkriown . Christian . prophetess ~+whose
teachings were, i his wiew;:leadirig-Christians astray:

Since the weapons of ancient slander. routinely :in-




BEH4 5L &1 o 2:27-48:12

to idols.2 I'gave her time toTepént;but she res
fisestoirepent of-Her fornicatiom: 22Beware, I
am throwingiher: onabedyfand thése who
conmitadultery with hemlam!/throwinginte
greatdistress, unlessithiéy repentof her:ddoings;
23%and: Fewillsstrike her childzenvdead:«and all
the chusches will kriow:that T-am-the one whio
searchies mimdsiand-heartyy) dud T will give to
each-of yowas yourworks-deserve. 24Butito the
restiofyowin Thyatira;whe.idonet hrold:this
teaching, who have not [eartigd whatisome call
‘the deep .&Emm of mmﬁmﬁrﬁ.o MSGH, say, I do not
lay on you any Sther birde U,Nmonq hold fast
totwhdt youhavd watd :dome: 26To. mﬁmaaua
Wwho ob@nﬂm mﬂ@ nou.ﬁucam tosde: HEV So_.,wm
tetheends ,
Iwil m:a mﬁﬁomﬁv loweri 9& mmﬁ ons;
\ito rule® them-withran ironrod;
a5 whensclay: potsatershattered:
WeVénasl %@Hanﬂé&.mﬁreﬁ% from u&\.mm-
ther. Tothe onewhoicongquers:F willialse.give
thésmorning star29Let: mu%obwipo Hasamear
listeri+:to':what-ith wE&.;w isaying:'to a?w
churches: G ~

W Hmﬂnm&mun Emﬂ coraes down

oflités 1 will nohmom nyouriTia V
aumu mﬁ@ wamop.@g mbm&m.

ds ..mﬁp@bwum? the m fitheful: and
> origing of God’s creation::
{oyhi Somﬁw%@ﬂ are néifkercold
thatyouwiveredither.cold ordot.
areukewarm;sndrneithe:
mvoﬁ ﬂo,%ﬁwcq out 5 1 HEﬁ

o &mw&w

aﬁﬁm& ,%osae Buy
fined by:fireso that youwsiaybe
Tobes toxclothe youand to'keep
ur nakedness from-being seen;
ointyour-eyesso:thatryourmay
ve and discipling those whoineT
est; therefore;-an@d repent.20]
. gat theidoor,

éro”.m@n%w mnmwbm._aam.ewmﬂ

"8 YE Kot yourweorks:L
mch..%qumﬂ.ownb &ob.nwég.n?

tion. I @Sm write . . . my God %&mr
d-dedication Qmm ‘4. I the wame
o thesfrontof the. ?mr mnmmmm

83 Thery name. af 'z o the Tnew
g izens “heaverly
:2:tnodel foritheimptifett: earthly

65 Phil: 312053 eh . SM& ‘and- will
5 10). My ownenew, ndmeancallus
15;indicates thatthe believerbene:
tatus of Chirist{2:075719. 125 22:4%;
4 major cominercia] cehterlocatediene

ﬂon d«ﬁ._m 25 .m.mﬂfn?_&wm:w ﬁWmhmoH-
oft 224 Thendesp -things.of OWET: uthioTiey [
Satamn;: Huﬂ.wmm.m asarcastic H.mﬁﬂoném ithe prophetéss’s &aE\ @ ﬁamm@ ﬁmmm.ﬂgﬂmb metep

probabl aﬁ_am de: .n_uEmm_o AGod?  tesito: méwcmmrum {ilets-14:27; 1 /Corl
Boﬁo s&ﬁr Hﬁ.o t w Smm m@ nmwm tor ma«.mﬁoH_ ﬁhw Hm w.t

st:: Oﬁ%? dfGodlscreationgaititle
:3;:Col 15-16.Cold] ot
e mmﬁmm”om spéech fheaiiing “agaimst
indifferent™ tukeyvaran inay bed
dre alliding 16 the rtepid ‘and mauseots
Spit IR “tvomit ké; reject utterly:
;.Ez..sm&dwﬁ ,%eﬁm@.,,.nnoum@ H&

.u:ma.&mq ‘.%m mﬁﬁnﬁd

nm?.n& om »_p@.

k13720501
‘,Hmmmﬂmmu 10:

gmﬂd _HQGHP or wﬁqmm

B m&ewﬁﬂ, ,mzamm fo; Em mm,.
usedimtheiedical:school h Tax
dotii wizh iny Fither oi Hisithrore,

Hﬂunmmmﬂ.. mS_ mmm%.,égn%m"uﬂmﬂggﬁ mﬁbﬁﬁﬁﬂn
righteousness!3:5 Bookiof life; L.eyy aheavenly regisiry
of thenames ofGod's people;a metaphor forsalvatior
and -glection: (13:8;17:8;2 2012y 1592127 Ex! 3232

& ﬁum&emﬂn& _.uHoEmE.,B.,,mch Euwm

mﬁﬂmnﬁmm Q.Eﬁ :(se also 221,13

REVELAT IO N~ 3.1324.5

the ‘one:whe conquers Twill-give:a place. with
me on my théone, just.as:I; Bﬁ% conguerad
anidisatidown: with ‘my Father. o his thréne.
MNH.mﬁ mb%oam s&o&mm A mmlmmﬁb towhat: m.ﬁ

i After EH%.H_ ﬂoow.m& mﬁ&.\&m
:@oow”m\nooa opent And: the

TSt voice,
Swwnw 1 hadheard spealdng to melikea trums
petysaid; "Come up:heré; and % show you
what must take place after this” 2At onae T'was

in the spirit, ’ mua Em&m

the one seated &mnm;ocﬁ like ummwm&msa car-
melfan; and-around thethrone: is 2 Faitbov
thatlooks'. lfke:: ani’ -emerald: 4Around’ ithe
thronéare gan fourthrénes; and seated on
the:thrones are twenty-four: eldezs; dressed.in
white rrobes,” with - ‘golden': crovenson ! their
heads:3Coming fromthe throneare flathesiof
lightning, and:rumblingsiandrpeals: of: thm=
der, and-in-front: of ithe. throme burn séver
fleming Suowmmu,ignw are ﬁﬂ.m%ms,%iﬁ of

Mk 14:62; mrnnmm.mm,lwm muuw 1.20; Heb 8.1; 12 B.EE..
Hmmmnﬂ the ancienit bisellisim;on two=seated throne;::

i AL=1E mmﬁ&.ﬁﬂgm.om&@ﬂmmﬁﬁfrwos?gonp
Revelation,. uswal H.mnm&um ‘piiriitive ac:
tions *on' nmn_g.ﬁﬂgﬁ_u divine soverelgnty: overall
mm:,E% nébﬂm“, mo_.. méﬂm in: vmm.éu mﬂmnsﬁn eveqts

J.&k:Door here amietaphor for E@nbﬁwﬁnm
tworheaven{see Gen28:17; Ps 78.23¢ T Brock d:14b~
15); whichumust be operfor révelztion. (seerl9ill}ora
‘heavefily-dscent.” Firstvoice, mentioned in: 1:10-+14;
‘that 3f.thi¢ exalted Christ hiftself 4.2 14 the spirit ina
vision trance: (see’T.10); here the Vision trarite is:a pre=
de toa heavénlyascent: The: nrqdamﬁg_ucrmmm God’s

sovéreignty,and heaven is vonceived:as-a throns room
fillad-with angel#é courtiers in Wwhichithe onlydetivity
s the worship of God rees] Kings!22.19) One'seated
on therthrong acifoumlecntion for the: nameof:God
@m@znnm% used i Revelation 4.3 Jasper.and carneliah.

Precions’Stanes. dnd thetals fwete! somelimesi wsed-in
descriptions o emphisize the héavenly: splendor: of
God ¢énthroned ($¥e Bzek 1:16;.26, 27): “Rainbow: that
lovkslfkesast emerald aliudes. to. the- throne Misionsin,
Edelo 112742844 -Twenty-four elders, mum,%n couttiers
possibly représenting the snm of. the twelve tribes.of
Israel-and: thevtwelve' apostles; 1 thusrhinding theiold
covenant andithe tiew: tovénant together. 4.5 Flashesof
Hehining =", Fiéunder: Storm. phenomerii dstocidted
with-God'si thevphany. oii Mount Sinai:(Ex19:16- 119}

becdme'incorporated “info 'the ‘stereotypical featiires




REVELATION 4.6-5.8

.moam ¢and infront'of the throne theteis some-
thinglike a sea of glass, like crystal: - . .. ..
-.Around the thione, and on each side-of the
throne, are four living credtures, full of eyes:in
front and behind:7the first living-creature like
zlion, the second living creature like an ox, the
third living créature with a face like a human
face, and the fourth living creature like a flying
eagle: 8Anid the four living creatures, each of
them with 8ix-wings, are full-of eyes all around
and inside:: Day.and:night without ceasing
theysing,. .~ "o T
- »"Holy, holyzholy, - - - SRR

.. 'the Lord God the Almighty, - -~ -

*-. + whowas and is and is to come.”" - .
5 And whenever the'living creatures give glory.
arid honorand thanks to the one who is seated
on the- throne, who' lives forever and. ever
10the - twenty-four- elders fall before the one
who is seated-on the ‘throne and worship ump.m
one who lives-forever. and.ever; they cast thei#
crowns before:the threne, singirg, R
1 “Youare worthy, our Lord and God, - .~
-, i to receive glory and honer and power,.-

for you created all things, o
and by your will they existed-and were .
created”

found in theophanies {see Ps.18.6—16; Isa thmvwwbm
are mentionied. frequently-in Revelation at; critical
points (8:5;11.19; 16.18) Seven spirits of God: See 1.4.
4.6 The sea-of glass (see 15:2); an .m.hc&o.ﬁ to Ezelc 1,22,
represents the celestial ocean-gbove which. the gawﬂm
of God'is located (see Gen 1.7; Pss 29.10;.104:3); itis
perhaps symbolized by the -enormous ,E.o.mnh basin
(called *the. sea™) .associated with Sclomon 5- ﬂmB.m.Hn
(1Kings 7.23+:26): Four living creatures (a nmm.wmsmﬂos
drawn :from Ezek 1.5-25),:cherubim;. angelic beings
that guard and support the throne of God (Ex 25.17-
22;1 Kings-6.23-28; Ps 18.10; Isa 6.2; Bzek H.B. Full of
eyes (an allusion to Bzek 1.15; 10.12) symbolizes-un-
ceasing watchfulness-of omuipresence. 4.7 Threecrea-
tures-have.animal forms. and one has 2 mxﬁmz.ﬁa_ﬂn
This: desceiption mddifies that in Ezek H.S.V..SUQQ_
each: creature: has four faces. The four creatutes later
came:to represent the four Evangelists: Hon, Mark; ox,
Lule; rmean; Matthesw; fying eagle, Tokin. (see ..ﬁ.mﬁm@ﬁw‘
Against Heresies 3,11.8). 4.8 Holy, holy, holy-The Trisa~
gion;‘or. “thrice-holy?” eccurs first.in Isa 6.3 and fre-
quently.in Jewish and Christian. Jtargies. 4:10 Cast
their crowns before the throne; an;act.of #mgumm. and
wotship: TFrone, hete a pious circumlocution for the
name of God (7.9;. 8.3; see also Heb ».Hmw..m.r.....ﬂw.mu,.
411 Worthy, a‘term applied to.God as the creator, also
applied to-the Lamb in two hymns mmbm. 12}, -
* 5.l~14 The: focus: of the vision.shifts to a scroll;
?o_up_ua« representing God's final plaz for the %oa.m or
perhaps the contents of 8.2-22.5:5.1: The-scroll written

L he Serol and i Lamb
= Then L saw in theiright hand-of th
seated on the throne a scroll writte

the inside and on the back, sealed” with
seals; 2and T saw a mighty’ angel proci:
with a loud'yoice; “Who is worthy fo.op
scroll. and break:its. seals?” 3And 'ng.
heaven or on éarth or under theedrth w;
to open. the scroll or.to look-into:it: 4,
began to-weep bitterly. because: fio ‘one
found worthy toopen thescrollortolog)
it-5Then one of the elders said o mé, “D
weep. See, the Lion: of the tribe of Tudah, thi
Root.of David, his conquered;so:thath
open the scrolliand its seven mo&m.,,v.{ :
6 Then T saw between the throne-an;
four living creatures ahd among.the-eld
Lamb standing as if .Frmm&mmﬁamﬁm.
Having:seven-horns-and severn-eyes, whic
the seven- spirits of God sent out-into
earth:”He went and took the scroll fiy
right hand of the: dne who:was seated.
thronie, $When he-had taken-the scroll
four. living.creatures.and: the-twenty-for

olden b owlsfull of incense;
18 of thesaints. They sing-a néw song:
Youare-worthy to take thescroll - - -
-andto opén itsseals, . © . ot eo
youwere slaughtered-and by your - -
+ "*blood you ransomed for God -
saints frofn “every tribe and language +
and peaple and nation;.. - -
0 havé made them'to be a kingdom -
" -and-priests sérving® our God, -
and theyswill reign on earth” . .-

fads of myriads and thousands. of thou-
»2singing with-full voice, -+

-and might R
and honor and'glory andblessing!™:
én 1 heard -every creature in-heaven and
arth and under the earth and in the sea,
all that is in thfem, singing, < -
To-the ‘one seated bn the throne and to

& blessing 2and honor and glory.and might
foreverand everl™ - - 7 o

d the four living creatures said, “Amen!”
¢ clders fell down and worshiped.

. . ¥ . B .

. The Seven Séals

Then-T saw the Lamb.‘open :one of -the
ven seals;-and-I ‘heard one o the four

nOn.sﬂ.ﬂmaguwmu.:&&m.namu.m&m&uam_uuwank
on:the inside and on the back, technically-an-op
graph, is unusual because- papyrus rolls were
used on one side only, though legal rolls couly
surmmary of the-contents on the outside.. Sea
séverrseals: The number of seals has 8 magically:
tive significance, meaning:that only a fully anth
personhas the powerto open it {v: 3). 5.2 Worthy;
able and authorized. 5.5 Lion. of the tribe of Judy}
49.9-10),.2 metaphor for the king or-Messizh exp
to wome from the royal. tribe of F%F._, ‘claing:
quently. made for Jesus (Heb pru..wa&,%ﬁaﬁ
2ls0:22.16), meaning stock:of-David or descend
David, king. of Tsrael, iy a-messianic title; (see Is:
10; Jer 23.5; 33.15; Zech 3.8;6:12; Rom 15.12)./Th
vidic ancestry of-Jésus is frequently mentione
N (Mt 115 Lk 2:4; Tn 7.425 Acts-2.30-32;113:2
Rom:1.3;2 Tim2.8): 5.6.The image-of Jesus-as:g
Who has been siaghtered is.a surprising coptrast
designation as a ion (v..5), perhaps dliuding
Pdssover sacrifice (1 -Cot 5.7) or- the .momin
ewening sacrifice of a:lamb in the temple at Jerus
Revelation uses Lemb-as a:designation for the
Ghurist. twenty-cight timmes; highlighting his sacr
role (see e.g., 5.9,.7.14;12.115713.8; 17. 14y sees
1.28; 36;-cf. Tsa 53.7): Horns symbolize kingl
vwhile! eyes (an-allusion to.Zech 410} represe
omhipresence:and-ohmiscience-(see Tudg 18:
16.9; Ps.139.16;:Prov 15:3). 5.8 The. harp; oL
was used to accompany: hymns (15.2-4 Pss
43,4); while the golden bowls full of incense; Tegy

83 40:3; 96:15 s 42.10); in Greek
mew'songs were! considered: the best songs:
Hghttered'a-violent term for the crucifidon.of Jesus
2,'13:8) suggesting the Jewish Passover sacriz
%12.1-28; I Cor5,7). By yousblood alludesto.the
gceath of Jésus using the metaphor of thie twice:
expiatory sacrifice of a lamb (Ex 29.38-42; Nu
sralso Rev -1.5; 7, 14; 12.11).:Ratisomed;. op “re-
ed" 2 metaphor fromy‘the: slave market mezning
eased-after @ price:is paid” (see 14.3; T .Cor 6.20;
LY Myriads of myriads and thousands of thow-
anallusiv to the inpumerabie angelic beings in
me scenie of Dian 7.10 {seealso Rev 7.9; Jude 14).
i1 This Lamb- openis'the sevén” seals and ‘so
himselfas God's plénipotentiary in: dotrtrol of
6:1<8+The opening -of .the first four seals,
form a:group, unleashes four ziders.motunted
orses-of different colors who are emissaries of
ent tofnflict diviné punishment on' the: world

"REVELATION 59-6.9

fell before the Lamb, each holdingabarp living :creatures call out, as"with 4 voice -of
whickare the thunder, “Comge!”2] looked, and therewas a

white hozsel-Its rider had a bow; a-crown was
given'to him, and he came out conguering and
toconguer: - o w0 D T
" *3 When he opened-the-second seal,; T heard
the second-living creature-call. out; “Comel”¢
4Androut came? another horse, bright red; its
rider -was permitted to take: peace from. the
earth; 5o that people would: slaughter oné an-
other; andhe was given a'great swords = ...

‘5 When he opened the third. seal; T hear

en-Ilobked, - and T. heard'thevoicé of the third living creature call*out, “Come!”s1
angels surrounding the thronerand the looked, and there was:a black horse!. Its rider
g creaturesand the elders; they numbered held a pair of scales in his hand, Sand T:heard

what seemed to be'a voice in the midst of the
four livingcreatures saying, %A guart of wheat
tor 2 day’s:pay, “and threé quarts of barleyfora
day’s pay;“but do not:damage the dlive oil and
thewinel? .. . - 0o o L RN
~7-Whenhe opened the fourth seal; T heéard
the voice of thefourth living.creature call out,
“Come!”*#] looked-and there was a-pale green
horse! Its rider’s name was Death, and- Hadés
followed with him; they were given anthority
over a fourth of the éarth, to kill- with:-sword,
famire, and pestilence, and by the wild ani-

mals of the earth. ;

- 9'Whenhe opened-the fifth seal, T saw-tindér
the altar the souls of those who *hads been
slaughtered for the word of God and-for the

& GE rinsomed for God o5 Glépriesis 1o ' £708 %
2 Orwent ~e Gladenarius. -+ -« v o o

{loasely:based on Zech. 1,7-17: 6.1-8): 6.2 The rider
on ‘the while horse represents warfare: (seer19.11,
where, uhlike here; the rider on the white hotse repre-
sents'the Messiah); the bow dan'be g symbolof divine
chastisemeént (Lam3.12+13: Hab 3.9}, and - hiscrown
indicates-victory in ivar. 6.4 The bright red horse and
rider suggest violence and. deathi. in ‘battle: 6.5 The
black:horse and rider represent famine, Basr of seales, s
tool used:by.merchants to weigh their products; dsed
as'e symbol of justice. 6.6 A quart of wheatfor a day’s
Day tepresents an exorbitant price for wheat; fifteen
timeéhigher thar normal; shiortages-were often carsed
by hoardingfor the purpose ofprofiteering, Do a0t
damage ... wine, i.e., donot fraudulently withhold il
end wine 0. extort ‘exqrbitant- prices. 6.8 Death andl
Hades are personified-together in Revelation 11:18;
20.13+14), 25 they are in poeticcontextsirithe o1 {Job
18.13; Isa 28.15; 18; Hos 13.14). Hades, the Greek
world of the dead, Hebrew Shel, Sword, faring, and
pestilenice;and ., wild animals, Stereotypical horrors
of war (see Dext 32.25-25; Jer 14:12;75.3: Brek 5.16—
173 14.21; Psalms of Solomion 13:2-3). 6:8 The souls of




‘testimony.they had given; 12they cried outwith
2 loud: voice, “Sovereign Lofd; holy and: true;
howlongwillit be before you judgeand avenge
ouz blood on-the.inhabitants. of. the-earth??
11 They were each given 2 white rohe-and told
toirest'a Tittle; longer, untii the. nurnber would
be-complete both of their fellow servants? and
of their brothers.and sisters; “whowere soonto
bekilled:as they themselves had beenkilled.;

- 12, Whenhe operied the'sixth seal; I. Hoew&
mum theré.came-a great earthquake; the sun Bes
came blackasisackeloth, the full moonbecame
likéiblood;12andithe stars:of the:skyr fell o the
earth as Em.mm”q@m drops its winter: fruit wher
shaken byra gale. 14The sky vdnished like:a
scroll. rolling:dtself. up; and-evety.mountain
and island-was retoved {romits place: 15T hen

thekings of the; _mmﬁw and-the magriatés:and

the generils:and.the richand the - powerful;
and everyone, slave and free, hid in the-caves
anddmong the rocks of themountains;?6 call-
mg:tos mwmﬁﬁogﬁmwﬁﬁmﬂaﬂ rrocks; TFall-on-s
andihideus from thé face of the one seated-or
the:thirone and-from. the-wrath-of the Lamb;
Smoy. mﬁ muam mm% om %Qm wrath Wmm COINE

F7-dfterithissaW four mbmﬁmﬁmﬁ&am atithe
4 fourcerners.of; the. edrth; holding:back

.&n, moE. 25%, ofrthy mmﬁw 5 Emﬁ no: aﬁu&

the martyrsare S&Q the &Sa the Emé&%
cense (8.3, 5: 9.13; 14, :w Hmu.. _this. represents, EEH
proximity to God. Those-. . . mHn:mmnmwm& the-martyrs.
6.10- How Jong; a-ary. for <mumm_m&nm.._u% the.rirdered
tighteousi(seelso 2 Esd 4.35--37;-1, Brnoch 47.4).mod-
eled . after-petitionsi-for, justice: directeds tor: 2. king
{rMace:6.22-27). ar'to.God (2 Mace 82,24} Tha in-
ESE&% &q the.earth; aifrequent formpla in Revelation

ite:robe, &Spwou of hedvenly.existencelor
warthiniess.ofithose wearing-it-in-heaven; (see 5:4;-4,4:
#.i3).:Restymetaphorfor: the repose.of death, {14:13;
Prov 21.16;-51r-30:17; wm 23);.though this zest-will last
oply.untibthe final: onsummation (see:2: Bsd 7 75954,
widespread : ancent, tradition : affirmed g, predeter:
mined nywiber of martyrs known-only;to.God-(2 Esd
238 436, 1 Enoch 474 cf. Romn 11.25;-1.Clement2.4;
5912)i-6:12<%3 Ther darkening -of:the-sun and- mpan
andthe:falling of the stars- fsee B8.10; 9:1;.12.4); cosmic
sighis:of upheaval,are:metaphors anticipatingithe day
of-the Honm fsee Hmm 13.10; Ezek 32.7-8; Joek 2.30-3];
)i-Black.assackcloth: See

te o Hpwa simdile msed-in Jsg
34. m”?mm.mwo mﬂwiw:m 63&& 3.82-83;:81233;:cf. Heb
112}, here @ previewof the evential destruction of the

a @GHE\E [ mr w%“xﬁm

- of God; see Hos 10.8: &:17 Thegre

13:8) referring to-the -enemies. of

gould:blow ory earth orsez or
e mms,mﬁeﬁroa mbm& mm.nmunr

earth -andsea, 2szyin. U
earthi:ofthé Sew or-theif
Bmﬁﬁm ermmﬁmﬁa i

m from the s.&n om Nm_u
“sahd;:

hedvens ,ﬁob 1;23:1) 616 .m.&. “on
physicalidéath-4s;preferable to:exp

the-eschatological {“ddy; of the Lord;
Emﬁﬂon the wicked (seé-1. 09. 5.5;
2%2;2 PetBA0):wrs o, e
CFE-ATA &mumw&ow, guwmmm o
underscoring theé, factthat-the faith
&Sﬁm wnonnnﬂg mﬁﬁw awm

wmw.nm,WoE w.uﬁ\_wmnﬁwﬂvmﬁ. 8.6
;a5 the: fartyns -who  have- gorie
tribulation. H.waam. See 1

: e Emnn E. 4; F
the elders, . mmunﬁgﬁm in place.of
mm.ﬁp of the d .Eﬁﬁwhnnm Epmmirr

thy:sitnilar: ﬁm,wrn four riders;
issarie .18, 7:3. Thost
srm:\, %owwrmnuw {seerFuslk 9. m.lm

smw ﬁwwﬁegm death & HmmE ?mn
or:20:16; L, mmﬁ_ E u A5God » .o will

Hmammwﬁmm Wrere: Ewﬂx@ﬁ Amn §:22:
wasswidelyheldintheancient world

ﬂﬂmﬁ@.ﬁﬁﬁ@?ﬁ mbz&nm ﬂohﬂm
leal : conditiozis: deseribed. in:
2\l 4): 737 At the center,

calculated: ﬂmﬁm.gw?m. 5. EEEU
number:liere represents-ihie people’

stock Eoﬁwwﬁ_.mow m..h_.&.um,.?mn
refers to'martyws-(144l=5); The peg

Jer3:15) in the ancient world gen:

1

28

tome; “These-dre:they who have come-out of
the:great;ordeal; they have washed theinrcbes
‘and:ad; 9@8_%5@

.,."En\.,_&oo@ of: the

thron §.= mr,m#mu 9«8: i
16 They will hunger néamore;andithirstng

ﬂm.ﬁ.mmmmmipmﬂu
. ROT mbﬁmnoanrﬁm wmma .

y ,éE _ua m..as. m#mmwmag I
mam herwill-guide them o a@ﬂﬁmm of:

S&mn_ the Lamb owmbn& thé mmébﬁw mm&
o ~fhere was:silence:in heaven for-abofit half
A roE Lm?pn H FSawW. m.:w seven: mﬁm&m -who

here “living émﬂomu nmu mean either flowing water (as
opposed to thestillvrater stored:in cisteris):or water
E&ﬁnm 55 hmﬂmﬁmc E..mv a Bnnmwren moH mm?mcoﬂ

.n%&: NQ _.,maa &nﬁmm the mwmnunm ohmoﬁnoé i ﬂ_pw
riew:onder:seel5225.8).
< 811:A traniitional verse, The a@oﬁum om mum mﬁaﬁm
seal:means that theiscroll :0f.5.1 isnow. réady torbe
opened: completely;-the.events: harrated in 8.2-22.5
eriactrthelcontents,of the scroll:-After the, cesmic de-

strugtion: catised-by: the opening .of the sixthseal:in
6:12::17, the:opening of this gealdssues in;an anticli-
macticsience inhéaven.Silence precedes divinemanis
festationy. fse Toby446; Zeph.1.75.2¢

213} andsis

(like the seve ,qoim ‘of E HJE Nc HQ&@E& éschis
tlogical divinetjudgments: thataresloosely baséd on
the ten Egyptian plagues. (Bx.7--12), though théyare
universalzrathier. than Jocal: in: effect:: Several svariant
traditionsiof:seven Egyptian plagues-have been-jire;
served. (Pss78:44- 5131052736 Am rd 6= 115 Wis
11.4+19.9)18.2%5 Preperatory heavenliz thironetroom
mw.nuﬁ.u.mm nate on 4.1-11.8.2 Severrangéis.See nots on
1.4 Frufnpers canysigndl-the-inauguration-of the end
(see Isa 27.13; Joel 215 M1:24. 3151 Gor-15:52; 1 Fhess




REVELATION. mwlmm

* 3 Another angel withra moEmb censér came
and‘stood at-the-altar; he was giveri-a- great
quantity of incerise to offer with the-prayersiof
all the saints on the golden altar that is before
the ‘throne.’ 4¢And the smoke: of" the inicense,
with the prayers of the'saints, rose before God
from'the hand.of the :angel. 5Then'the angel
took the censer and filled it with fire from the
altar and threw.it-on the earth; and there were
peals of thundes; rumblings, 1 mmmrnm om rmf-
ning,’ mb%md oﬁ?@n&ﬁ Lo

The Seyen Hﬂnﬁﬁma

6 Now the seven:angels .s&o&ma the seven
g@mﬂm made ready to blow thetn.-"  *

7 The. first angel blew his trumpet, and
there: came hail -and fire, mixed with bloed,
and they were hurled 1o thie-earth; and a third
of the'earth was burnied up, and-d:third of the
trees were burned up, and all wﬂmms grass was
vngma‘ﬁ@u .

8 The second mﬁm& blew his’ ﬁdh%oﬁ mbm
something - like: a* great Hopmgh --burning
with fire; was- @ﬁosﬁ intd the sea’9 A third'of
the sea* becaine blood, a- third of the living
creatures: in:the 'sea-died, and a zﬁ& om %ﬁ
ships were destroyed. nt

10 The third angel blew his ﬂ.nu%mﬁ mn& a
mwoﬁ star fell from Wmmﬁp EQ.NEW like atorch,
and it fell mﬁa of En rivers mbm on Em
springs, of wats

4.16; Didache 16.6).-8.3 The mQEm: altar; thié heavenly
noﬁbﬁamﬁ of the incense altir located before theHoly
of holies.in' the tabernacle and temple (Ex 30.1~10).
8.4 The incense offering; made twice.daily in the tem-
H&n (Tk 1.8-10), lent itself to mwﬁﬂcmwwmaoa‘ Here itis
associated with (butnot, as in 5:8,identified with)'the
prayers -of the saints, which, judging by their effectin
8.5, appear to-have been. prayers for wengeanice {see
6.10): 8:3 The throwing of fire from the altar 1o the
earth anfticipatés the-divine judgments that the truni-
pets will unleashi (sée Ezek 10.2) and again ndicate
that:‘events-on rearth -are: determined. by -events in
heaven. Peals:of thunder: See note on4.5::8.7—-12'The
first four trumpets form-a-group; ds'did the first foar
seals’ ?nm ote-or'6:1—8):. 8.7 The hail;fire; and. blood
that fall to the earth correspond.fo: the thundek, hail,
and fire of the'severith Emm:m (Ex 9.22~26) and to'the
fourth and seventh bowls in' 16:8-9, 19-21. The Ro-
mans refarded blood raining from the sky:as anomen
indicating the anger-of the gods. The eschatological
destruction-of athird of varfous'aspects of the cosmos
(based onEzek:5.2, 12); emphasizesthat ‘the destruc-
tion’ds- partial,: net total Am 8;-10, 11; 124 9.35, 18)
8.9 Seii~became blood, anallusion to the-Egyptian
Emmﬁ@ ini-which the Nile was turnéd toblood {the first

. to torture them for five months, but not

Wormwood. A third ‘of: the “watérs: be
wormwood, and many - %& m.oE the
because it was made bitter. - :
12 H.Uw fourth angel blewr Ew QEEumﬂ
third of the stun Was struck, and 4'third
moon, and a.third of thé:stirs; so that'a;
of their light was darkened; = third 'of th
was kept from shiring, and likewise the
" I3 Then Ilooked;and I heard an:eagle
Em with a-loud: voice-as it flew in midhe
“Woe, woe, ‘woe: to the “inhabitaat
earth, at the blasts of the other H.cﬂwma

I saw a star that had fallen from heav
earth; and he'was.given the key tothesh
the bottomless pit; 2he opened the'shafte
bottomless pity ,.mb%.moa,mgm..mﬁmmhomm
like the smoke of & gréat furnace;’ and:th
and: the air ‘were -darkened -with -the
from the shaft..3Then from: the’ smoki
locusts on the earth; and they were give:
thority like the authority of scorpionso
eartli. »ﬂ.ﬁ% were told not to'damage
of the'earthi or any green growth ot an
butonly: those people who'de niothaveth
of God on their forehieads. STheywere all

Then the sixtle: ,.mwm&, Em.& Fm EEHumﬁ
heatd avoicefrom thefour<horns of the
ervaltar before:God, M4saying:to.the sixth
ho hiad the trumpet, “Releasé the four
els - whio-are bound-at-the great tiver Eu:
21550 the four. angels were feleased,
had been held ready for thie hour, the day;
onthyand the yeartokill 2 third of hu-
ind. 16The numiber of the troops.of cay-
was two hundred. million; I-heard:thefr

r: 17 And this was how I saw.the horses

Eﬂﬁ. mb@. munu. torture was E@ mum SH.

plague inEx 7.20-21; the second ,Uoi inR

‘EBEVEELATION %.7-10.5

motiths. 18By ‘these thtee plagues a third of
humankind-was killed, by the fire:and smoke
and sulfur coming out of theirmouths. 19For
the powerof the horses is in their mouths and
in their tails; their tails are like sérpents, U.Br
Em heads; and with them. theyinflict harm. -
-.20 The rest .of humarnkind, who were not
E&. by. these plagues; did not repent of the
" works of their hands er give: up worshiping
demions and idols ‘of gold .and’ silyer 4nd
bronze and:stone and wood; which cannot seé

or hear or-walk: 2LAhd ‘they-did not repent: of

their murders or: &.ﬁﬁ SOTCEries or &nﬁ monu-

Sﬁou or meu. \%mma
H. g& H Saw mbompmn EHmWQ mbm& com-
"ing down from- heaven, wrapped in a
doudy with.a rainbow over-his'head; his face
ﬁ&mEG the sun; and hislegs like. ﬁEﬁm of fire.
3He ‘held a dittle scroll 'open-in-his hard. Set-
ting his tight foot on the sea and his left.foot
on the land, *he gave a great:shout; ke alion
Bmﬁbm And. Ermb he shouted, the seven
thurders soundéd: 4And “when- the seven
m.EHEQ.m ‘had sovnded, Fwvas &voﬁ to write,
but T Heard. avoice: from hidaven saying, “Seal
up-what the seven thumders have said, and-do
not write'it down.”. 5Then the angel whom I
saw standing on the sea and theland . ,_

4 That s, Destruction * b Thatis, Desiroper "¢ Other andient”
authoritieslack four: :d Qﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁk

8.10-11 Thereisno counterpatt to thierthir
ameng the:Bgyptian plagues: 8 7
noted for-bitter ‘taste, though ‘not ‘poisonous
(see Prov 5.4;Lam 3.15). 812 Fourth .\ trum)
darkening of the heavenly bodies HmmmEEmm
ness of the ninth plague'(Ex.10.21)-and of
bowl (Rev 16.10). 8:13.Woe, wie; woe-The thr
become literary devices for designating the Tast
trumpet plagiesin.1-12, 13- 21511 ﬁlpmﬁ
11:14); the SEHSQE.Q of blessings, wois {reg
introduce divine- m_muw_ﬁmm (Lk m.m&,lmmv “and ap
E judgment spegches {sa 5:18—23; Mt 23.134
- 9,182 The-fifth truinpet plague aliudest
cust plague of Bx10:4-20 and s modeled: it
2:1=11.9:1 Staryan-zngelic messenger séntb
‘éarth (ee 20.1). Bottomiless pit, ¢ the abode:of the
(see.Ps107.26; Rom 10.7)and the place where' mm
(Lk'8.31; I Enoch- .:wlmC arid: Satan: {Rev 2
imprisoned: 93 Locusts, an army of-demions (b
the locust plague in Joel 2.1—11}/9.4 Grass. 4
vegetation - that- is: typically:- dévastated: b
plagues. “Peoplewho do not-have the seal: of:
7.2-8) are atfacked;, but God’s peoplevare’
9.5 Five months (see‘dlso v. 10), the life spano

.mebm 9%9&& biair Enm that of women
ent of Solomon 13.1; %an&ﬂwmm df-Zephaiiah
Y Angel of the bottomless: pit; viot Satan (12:9;
utan omﬁuﬁmm Epwuosd evil- msmmrn mmE.n

5.11;27.20), here persobified Qmm alsoJob
ipollyer; Greek for fdestroyer” linked with the
egodihpollo; 912 Thefirstwoecotresponds
nts narrated insvvi 1-11; see-hoté on 8:13.
oes toicome. are-describedin:9.12-+2 511,15~
¢ foiir-horns; the raised:corners of the.altar,
Tsraelite :and Candanite altars. 9:14 Release
gels-who are bound. The bind/réleasé ferrii-
0.2; Tob-3.17) suggests that theserare evil ani-
lead- demonic armiss.. Fuphrates, -2 Meso-
tiver symbolizing the énenties of Israel (see

H FH 46,100, w.mm -Fire: sba sulfuf @mm &8
19.20; 20:16), stereotypical means of terrifying
divine punishment first mentioned in the Bible in
connection with the judgment of Sodom and Gomor-
rahi {see Gen-19.24; Ps'11.6; mnnw wm mmu w.na Unm nor

pentance s noﬂ.mﬂmﬂ& b.ﬁs,oﬁ“ H qgmr apoam_ﬂ
thie supernatiiral beings represented by idols and be-
lieved - to: EWN_HH ﬁ.ﬁa ﬁUmﬁ mm Hm. 3

.&n monb&nm of m.ﬁ seventh . WQB@Q uc.N .va little
scroil represents divine revelation but is not identical
to-the sealed stroll 0151 =14 10.3 The:import-of the
severi thunders is-uncleat; John apparentlyunderstood
what the seven. thunders-said but was forbidden'to
write it down: 20.2 Voice fromheaven, probably God or
Christ (see. 1.11,19). In Jewish tradition a heavenly
voice was called-a Bat'gol (lit. “daughter. vf a voice™)
and thought fo'be the revelatory voice of God,as in the
heavenly voiceatJesus’ baptism (Mt-3:17; Mk 1:111; Lk
3.22; 2 Pet 1:17). The instruction to seal upi{see Dan




who.created Heaven E& ﬁ&mﬂ isiin: n, Em amﬂw
and'whatdsrin it;andithe sea and:what-isdn itz
“There srillibe no.more delay, 7but 2
when-the seventh:angel is.to blow his HEHHGQ“
thie mystery-of.God _é..vm fulfilled; as:he 4n’
b.o.mﬁm&.ao his servantstthe prophets? ...

-8 Then: the vdice: that :I:had ‘heard. mhoE
Wmmdmu spoke o mer again, saying,“Go; take
the seroll thatisioperin the hatid-of theangel
who is:standing on. the searand.on theland?®
30 I went to the angel andtold himi 1o give me
the bﬁo scroll; and he said to me, “Take it, and
eat; it wille'bitéer to w.oE‘ Storiath, bit sweet
as Woho% Eﬁoﬁn Boump Emc H ﬂoew the wEm

41 Hrg ﬂwmw.mma o Hﬁ.m,. £ Yeiur st Hﬁcww-

m&,w againaboutmanypeoplesand nations and

'12.4, 9) means that somle divine secrets niust not be
disclosed (2 Cor 12.4). 16.5~7 This scene appears to be
modelec. after Dan 32:6-7.110.6:No. more delay, does
not imply & previous postponement,. but theuimmi-
nent -end of time- and beginhing -of eschatological
events. 10.7:Mystery.of God (see Ami3.7), God’s eschat
tological plany:hidden in 0%, prophetic books {Rom
16.25--26;:1-Cot 2.6 'Eph 3.9-10;- Oos.mmu..,mﬂww%a
vants:theprophets,a frequent designativns of.ow proph-
ets. (2 Kings9.7: 17:13¢ Jet 7.25; Dan .61 see Rev 11.18),
which:hete probably.includes Chrisfian-prophetsias
well. 10.8 Voire; thatof v 4.110.8-10 Eating the scrollia
symmbelic attion: based. on Ezek-2:83.3; amEmnm_mn-
ceptinga prophetiocommission: 10.11 .@.%wm&\ nmﬁu
abiout has thefegative meariingprophdsy’ mm&.ﬂp ie:
prophesy judgment (see Jer 25.30; Ezek 25.2)s: .01 1
-1 114iA second: digression (seginote:on 14; HLS
deséribes twoimysteriousivitnesses and their ministry.
11k -Measure; a.1netaphor-for; preservation. . (Ezek
40:3=+42:20; Zechii2a155) s Temple of God, Liere the tems
ple inJerusalem,: not:-in-heaven; (see note.on 1119
1the: priest’s .court:wheres the altar stood:

112 The'trampl ,
nations:{i.e: Gentiles)is:a NSB,Eou ﬂ..nmnrmﬂ&omwa&
motif (seeTsa. 63,1851 Macc.
notes on:11.18; _m.:\._r&...

igalt wmdom of mm%mﬁo_omﬁﬂ &mﬁma @mm Dan 7. Nm

. called-Sodem

who workhip-thete; 2but:do
court outside the temple; leav
s muap,. over:to; 9@ -hations;

atonsiivill gazéat their dead bod-
setoletthémbeplacedin aitdmbs:
habitants: of:ilie-earth will gloat
d celebrate 4nd+exchange pres-
thessitwopraphets had:been a
e inhabitants of thelearth.

three and. a half mmwm» the
‘from God''entered thein,' mbm
thelr feetgarid sthose dvha fsdw
rifiedi 12 The; Emﬁ&a&&m&oﬁm
! saying:to, thetny"Come up

wen!
gy wenthupsto heaverninia claud
nermiescwatchiedsthems 13 Atsthat

‘was-a:greatiearthquake; and=a
ty: fells-sevien-ithousand people
he earthduake;and therestwere
gave glorydo theGod of: w@.ﬂws 3

wméeo&mm%m seds Thees

the hmﬁ em Ewﬁ.;@awﬁnmﬁ.bm an
authority over the waters to-tur
Blood,:and 46 strike. theearth:wi
om plague, as often as they desiz
+#:When'they-have:finished:
the beast that. coies up: fro
pit will'make swarsoh fhein-ani
and killthern;#and theirdead’
the strect of the great city thatis
and: Egypt, -whe

Loid-was:crucified. $For thue

g Hawmaog,owosw Lord

i gg@;.moﬁ mEmHm.é.rQ m,m on

9..._, thanks, Lord:Go Emﬂg
réand s&o were

1765 :
Ho.wmu .wnnw&our owg made of n_mww
0, u,ém.;”.m&aoﬁ& Neéar- E;

5 were Converted: (16.9; Dan.4.54;
@8y 1334005, See noteon8.13.
hmng@oﬁﬁﬁonﬁ%@w@ﬂgo_&ﬁ
185seevnofe’ o 4011 1045 Mes:
or:fandommted: ong? &mmﬂg&% moH
srael (who was installed in office by baing
u.“nd_ﬁwﬂu.u.,.ﬁmmdm “dncintedrone? E
wationsiraged:sSee Ps
1 16.140 1119 Templein
onterpartiac the temple intTerusdlem..
‘theli¢avedly cotnterpart tozthésas
entingthe presénge. of God)placedin
lies:gf the: tabernacle-and: temple: ﬁmw
8:113;:Flebr9.4) - Flashes: of I
mpnowﬁwEnpmammmmn See nuteronifs:

.mmmmﬁﬁmmﬂmmoaﬁ.mumuw@%bmmamé :

H,\H.ﬁ 10.15%1Bgypt-symibolized. idola
26:7)-and shavery {Jor

sinceyprager tburial was: Eoswﬁ te:he

REMELAT HON -11.10+12.5

:md@ qumﬂ,.

H&kw&mﬂ.ﬁ.

rand %ﬂgm_moéﬁmmﬁm the dead
forsrewarding yourservants,® the

and saints'and allwhe: fear.your name;

- both small and great
and fokdestroying apomn wha' &_wmad% Em
S mﬁw o

. termple

openedy mum the:drk offhis: ‘coveriant was' Seen
withim!his: templesiand there wéré, fiashes:of
lightming;-rumblings;: wm&m: ofsxthuhder;-an

mma@@ﬂmwﬁ mnm hear
M Agreat-portent appearedin Heavenza
wwornan dothedwith: the: stmg-with ithe
moon under her feet, and on her headsacrown
of twelve :starsi. 2Shes was: pregrat. and’ was
crying out in birth pangs, imtheagony of giv-
ing birth. ZThen anotherporténtappeared in.
heaven:ia: great redlldragon, withseven heads
and: ten heorns;rand: severr-diadems: on' his
heads. 4His tail swept dovin athird of the stars
ofihedveiyand: threw thern to.therearth. Then
the dragon stood before the oman who was
aboutte behr-d:child; so thathemight dejour
her child as soon asit was ¢omﬁ.m>bm she gave

a Or'the spirfs - b Other 2citnt duth

4 OW Qﬁ.ﬂ a. Ow“ﬁ.\&

s

mﬁ &.mmoﬁ is an adaptation of the Bﬁ_u of Apollo’s
birth understdod by the atthorto poiit toithé birth of
Christ. 12.1.4 great: portent, “a: celestial- wrnmogonen
with'atdeéperisymbolic miining. (seé & 3;15.1).04
wormanidlothed with:thesun a costicxueen (deseribed
muchlikelsis), nsed: as. 2 symbol, for Bioth.the Tsrael
from whonyithe:Messiah: cime: (i mv and-thé church
(w6, 14,27), Widely understood imCathiolic thonght
torsymbolizeithe Blessed \VirginMary: Twelvestars; the
godia; here:probabiyunderstocd as Tepiesentig the
twelvetribesof Tsrael. 23 Dragon; aldésipnation for
Satamused mine titnes inRevelation: Thé.Greel trans:
latfon.6f:the loTsuses the Sarte term forLevidthan, tlie
enemy-ofi€iod: (Job. 41:1.[40:25]7Ps. 74,147
271 )-A dragonwith seven hedds (36813115 17,3 )t mm.
wre insgaritic: mythelogys here symbolizes seven suc
ces¥iverulers:(17:10).-Ten horns (see Dan 717, 20,243

- metaphors fompowery here:represent ten-subordinate

Ebmm&ﬂgmmquwm (71202 Swept dodu.a thitdhof
the stars; a;cosmic upheaval servingasia metaphorfor
Yubris; oz excessivé: pride.(see Dan:8,10)::12i5 Male
ehildythe DavidicMessish who will-File all themations
with a rodief. irh (se Ps 2.859), i.2., Conduer therene:
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birth to a son, a male-child;whe.is to rule® all
the nations with a rod.of iron. But her ¢hild
was snatched.away and taken to-God and to
his throne; and the-worrian fled into the wil-
derness, whére she-has: a- place prepared by
God, so that there she can be nourished. for

angels-fought against the drigofi. The'dragon
and his-angels fought back, 8but they were de-
feated, and: there was no.longer any-place. for
themin heaveri. 9The-great dragonwas throwh
down, that anciént: sefpent, who- is. called the
Devil and Satan, the déceiver of the whole
world—he was thrown dowi o the earth, and
his angels werethrown downiwithigm. - 7
..2.10 ThenT heard aloiid voice in heaven, pro-
daiming, :7 .o s e
oo “Nowhave come the salvation and'the .
SR T POWeR. L B T e
..~ andthe kingdom'of our God -
" ..i and-the authority ofhis Messialy®. .
. = for theacciiser-of our comrades” has been
cthréown dowdy, | o0 a8 s
who accases them day-and night'before
v e moue Gody T n e e RIS
1L .But theyhave conqueredhimiby thei .
oot s bloodiof the Lamb. v Wil
and by the word of their testimony,
for they did not cling to fife-
face of death. - -
12 Rejoice then, you li¢avens

N

mies of Istael (sée note on-11.2}. Snatched away .. to
God.The: éxaltation-or ascension.of .Jesus: (see Lk
24,311 Acts 2.3233; 1 Tim 3,165 Hebr8.1; 10:12) 45
uniquely depicted here as a Tescue from Satarr<(no
allusion t¢ 'the crucifixion is:found in-this*story):
12.6 Wilderigss, -4 place of refuge and salvation based
oh.the;exodus: wwm&mﬁwn {seePs,78:52; Isa 40.3; Jer
31:2). Onethotusand-two hundred sty days: Sée note

on IL212.7 War - inheaven Nowhereelse in Jewish .

or: early. Christian: literatute’ Is @ heavenly:battle' de-
picted; thotigh Jéwish apocalyptic:literature preserves
the tradisfon of a Fevolt-in heaveni(see Ts.14112-:21),
the inspiration forMilton's:Paradise Lost. Michael one
of the. seven' traditional- archangels (see note on 1i4;
Dan 10.13212.1; Tude 9); often. presented as the com-~
mander. of the host of dngels (Apocalypse of. Paul
14) and the intercessor between humans.and .God.
"12.9:Great dragon .« thiown down. Thiskeschatological
expulsion .of Satan. from “heaven: (see-Lk: 10:18;.Tn
42:31 335 basedon’ arl ancient Jewish-expulsion:.myth
(see Isa 14.12=15; 2-Bnoch:28:4-5). ‘Ancient serpent,

. *and those who dyvell in them

. for the devil has come ‘down toyo
w o owithe greatwrath,: o L

> and)onsits heads were. blasphemous
es;: 2And the, beast that I.sdw was. like.a
id;its Feet werelike a:bearis, and itsmouth
like arlionis; B@m&u&ﬁm&m dragon-gave it
gwerand:histhrone and; mﬁmﬁwﬂ&@%ﬁ
¢:0fi3 heads iseemed - to. have:received 2
biows but-its mortal: wound4-had-been
dled: Inarrazement the wholeearth followed
e beast. *They worshiped the,dragen; forhe
‘givenhis:autherity to the beast; and they
hiped:the. beast;, saying, “Who. isilike the
st; and:who can fightiagainst it?’ L
he beast.was: given va meiuth ttering
lity and-blasphemos-wotds, and.it was
ed -to-exércise’ dithority: for iforty=two
nths.: 6It: opened-its mouth.to utter blas:
lies against God, blaspherning his fame
his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in

But woe'to the earth arid thesea;

this time:d

. s~ because-he knows. th

n-the dragon saw that:hé had
thrown:-down. td:the .¢arth, he pursued
woman who had given birth te the male
14But the womari was given-thetwo
thé great eagle; 5o that she-could-ly

sheisnourished foratime, and time
a.titme: 15Then«from-his mowth:;
poured water Iike a river after the wom
swieep, her away: with the flood.

came to the help of the womarg it-open 'A150 it was dllowed %0 1iike war. on
mouth and swallowed the river tha nts and to;conquer-theém:?. It was given

dragén had poured from his mouth. 17
the dragon. was ‘angry with the woman
went off to make war on the rest'of her
dren; those who' keep the commandme
God and hold the testimony-of Jesus. =

. .The Fifst Beast .
18 Then: the-dragon? toek his. stan
. WW ssand of the séashore: YAnd Tsaw

/ rising out of:the sea, having:

and seven lieads; and on its hornswere

hority-gver everyriberandipeople.and Jan-
and:nation;. Sand; al} the inhabitants of
rthi:wille wozship: if, everyone whose
asimot bigen, written: fromthe founda-
.the. worldin. the book. of life.of the

S

ou kill with the mSoH,mu, A
with the sword you must be killed,
acall for the endurance.and faith of the

a Oz shepherd. b Gk Christ .m,;mw @Eﬂ._sm?
d Or persecuted. Then he othier ariciént auth
Then I staod ' o ’

Higangels, i.¢; falien anigéls'or defrions. 121
moeans-accuser in Hebrew. (Job:71:9-11;+Zec
12.11- They have: conquered: him, para@oxicall
Jesus{3.21; 5.5, by dying: 12.14 Twd:vifrngs of i
eagle:See Ex 19.4; Déui 32.10514, Wilderness
o 12:6. A tinte; and tiries, ‘and half atime |
12.7),i.e. thiee-and a half years (sée'nioteson
12.16 Earth... .swallowed-the river A personifiec
sometimes swallows the enemies of God (segEx;
Num 16.32—34). 12,17 The'rest of her childre

e mote: ané E@wﬁm..m; The Hmmnwoa‘.” gave tt-his
+Rome-and its: emperors are.agénts:of Satan
-8):13:3 One of itsheads. ;o received.a death-

Fasthe traditional Greek and Wowmmhﬂmomm (se
-8; 2:12):.13.5 Forty-twq mnonths. See.note-bn
Makewarionthe saints. See’12,17. 13.8 Book of
ote on3:3. 13.10:f you are.: be killed; arefor:
0 Jer,15.2; 43,11 13,51 Thie beastithat wose .o
hyJater called the. fulse proplier (16.13719.20;
epresenting the priesthood of the imperial cult

asthe male.monster Behemoth.(2,Fsd 5:47
och: 60710, 24).-'Fhe beast with thom1s like,a
harrnlessin appearance,sbut it 3poke like:ia

vinertitles 'such-as “Lord® “Savior” and “Sox
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spoke likea: dragon:42Itiexercises all the au-
thority:ofi the first beast o its:behalts and-it
mdkes the; carth, and its inhabitantscwor hip
the: firstbeast, whosemortal: wound# had
Umg.,, healed: 131t performs igreat sighs; even
Bmﬁbm fire:come'down: fronvheaven to-eath
inthesight.of all; Mand by. the signs-that:it is
allowed to-perform onbehalfiof the beast, it
deceives:the inhabitants :of arth, ‘telling
them to make animage for the beast-thatdhad
been woundediby-the sword?: dnd-yet lived;
Land;it was-allowed fo. give breath! to-thz
image of the:beast s that the: image ofithe
beast. could even-speak and cause:those who

So_bhn.w not worship the image of the beast to
be kill Also'it causes allibothismill and

great, both fich and poorjboth free and slave,
to bé rnarked:on the fight-hand: ot the fore:
head,:17so that ne: ore; canbuyion sell ;who
doesmotihaye the inark; that.is, the.name.of
the beast o thei mtumber.of its name. &This
calls for wisdom:! let .anyore with; unders

standing calcilate- the:nufber:of the begst;
for it is the number ofamperson Ttsmumbéris

six hundre

with him:were-one hundred:forty-four thou:
sand:whohad hismame and his Father’sname
writteit -onitheir:foreheads: 2AndI-heard:a

d Gk théplaguerof itsdedtles: & Othet anciens authorities Tack 1
thissentence] ¢/ O j 4

Y8.13.t performs great signs;a traditional ploy of the an-
n&.ﬁ%ac‘..mmmmﬁ%moﬁnagw_u.u..m.mwmww&., Thess 2:9+
Yo Diddche ) 6,4) Themiotifis derived from Deut 1:3.1—
3..13.14-4n image for. the, beasty cultig ‘statiesiofithe
Reman emperors (see Dan 3)::13:15:Givs hreath tg:the
fmage, In ancientanagic the animation of fmages ofithe
mou.e.ﬁm,.mﬁﬁombm for. sgeuring: oracles; -an:important
practice of ancietit: theturgists (Tamblichus, On the Mys
teries-3.23): Speakyie.igive oraclesi-13.16. Marked. 5-¢.,
brinded oriattooed as@'mark-of ownershipsand devo-
tofrto.thiebeast (tattooing was:used to-identify slaves in
&u‘.mﬁ&muw?oa& wthis marking is d counterpart fo thé
sealing of Christians witlythe name of\God:(seeniote.on
7.2). 18,08 Themupiber ofthe beastnacode namerbased
ot thesnumeric valiveof lettas: Stc-hundred sixtyssig
perhaps the:numeric value-of themarmie Nero Cacsar in
Hebrew, : : :

»-as;anagent-of . Satan {seenote on 123} .h“mum“w‘lﬂmc.u.?amn mo.omm_%.,.nowbm&m@ ﬁmﬂcwm,mm&ﬁm

Satan (Gen 3:1-7; 2 Cor 11.3). Devil Seé note on 2.10.  claimed by Roman ~emperors. - Ten: hoiss “an
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voice from heavenike the sound of many wa-
tets and.likethe sound:of loud:thinder; the
voice I-heard was' likethe sound:of harpists
playing on: their harps; #and they sing:d nel
song before the throne and before the four liv-
ing: creatures and-before the elders’ No:bhe
couldlearn that song excépt the enehundred
forty-four thousarid-who have been redeemed
from-the earth. 41t i these who have not de-
filed themrselves-with-women; forthey arevir:
gins; these'follow thetLamb wherever he goes,
They have been redeemeéd:from. wgmuggmm
firstfruitsfor God and the Lamb;Sandsn their
Eoﬁr 0o’ rwimm found; they are gmﬂ&nmm.

s Hﬁn .\Sm@nma of the H?.R mzmnw
6-'IHen 1. saw amother- -angel flying'in. EE[
heaven, with’an eternal gospel:to proclain to
those'who live® on the earthitoevery ndtion
and tribe annd language and people.7Hesaid.in
aloud veice;“Fear God and give him plory, for
the hour o his judgment has come; and wér-
ship him who made: ?&49 mbm mmz& Em sea
and the'spririgs of water?
8 Then another angel,: mmno.bm‘ ‘moﬁoim&
saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She
has made all nations &Q.W.cﬁ En wine oH, mem
wratheof her-formication”. -
9. Then -anothier rangel, - EE.H momoémm
thert, crying with-a loud voice; “Those whe
worship the Beast and its Epmqm and Hmom%m a
Bﬁw OR mumn. moaow%% or:o

ﬂﬁ.mmnwm.n&ommn& u.ﬁam.ﬁmnﬁ mun salvation, 44:1-5 A
SQoQSSow og.ﬁ Hbﬁw and: the’ Ht.. ooe 141 ?@xﬁ

. One w::ma& forty- %Sm. thousand. Seé
note on 7.4, 14.2-3 wﬂwﬁmﬂoQ heavenly throne-room
scerie; see note o421 143 A new songsSeé tivte.on
59.No oné could leatn thit song. Knowledge'of héavenly
réalifiés i loffen said to be reserved only for the:pure.
14.4"Virgins, males who-are chasfe, thovgh not'neces-
satily - sexitally -inexpérienced; ritual “impurity- was
widelythought to follow sexual intercourse (Lev. 15:18},
and celibacy was & ritual HmaEREaE forholy warciers
(Deit 23:9: 145117 :
metaphor ifor discipleshdp vand- martyrdor (see Mt
19:28; Lk 9,57-58;Tn 12.26)¢*The word translated first
fruits actudlly sreans “servahty devoted fo-God”and has
ncthirigto' do. with -first fruits-as"a- sactificial harvest
metaphor.Here the termmis applied to miartyrs as sacrifi:
clal - Victims (cf. Jer-2.3; Rom-16.5-1 Cor 15.20,.23).
145413 The'second vision. éonsists of three anelic
messages.34.6 Aneterial gospel, niot the saving nies-
sage of Tesus’ death and resurrection, but the message
referred todniv. 7. 14:7 The eternal mriessageé is thé ne-

=6).: Follow: the Latb, a.

1othey will also- drinkithe wine of God’
poured unmixed into the cup:of his angen:
they will be torinented with:fire;and's
the presence of the holy angels andin:
ence of the Tamb; 1tAnd’ the'smok
torment-goes up: forever and ever. Thefe
rest day or-night-for those'who wors
beast and its image and for-anyone
ceives themark of itsname? -
;12 Here“is-4 call for the endurane
saints; those who keep:the corimandm
God and hold fast'to the faith of? Jesis
: *13:.And Theard-a voice from heaver
“White: this:- Blessed are the déad wh
., mmuwm ._..._u_.

 carhe out: of 'the
rmmﬁﬂr “andhé-tod: hadia mrm.ﬂm,
18Thenanother angel-came out from
the angel'whothas: mﬁwoﬁﬁw overfire;
called-witha loud voice-te-him who
sharprisickle; “Use- your: “sharp-sickle
er the clustersiof thevine of theeatth;
apes are ripe” 1950 the angel swung
Kle over the earth and gathered the vin-
the earth; and’he aﬁ.ﬁqﬁ ‘inte the great
press: of ithe wrath-of God: 29And. the
ess was: trodden outside the ‘city, and
owed: fromy the wine press, as high-asa
E&mu mou a &ﬂmﬂnm Om mvoﬁ go_mEs.

now o die in the Lord? “Yes,
D “they will' resti from _.ﬁﬂm tabors, fo
mmmmm mezoéémﬂ‘uw, <ol

wmb H saw mnoﬁwma monmnﬁ in. Wmmﬁﬁu
great and: amazing: seven angelswith
plagues,. which .are’ the- last;: moH ﬁﬂw
wrath of God isended: . o i L

Tisaw. what appeared to be:a sea om
xed with fire; and thiose whohad con-

¥4 ._E.Rsm Heow&w‘,mam .%mam was awhit
and seated oni thecloud. was one lik
of Manywith 2 gelden:crowtr ofi-his'hiea
a-gharp sickle dn his- hand! 15&nothe
came: out ‘of the temiple; calling wi
voice to the ‘one-whoisat-on'the clo
your sickle and reap, foz the hour toreaph
come, becatse the harvest of the earth
ripe” 1650 the onie who-sat ol theicloud
his sickle over the- mmﬂ..v m.m&. ﬂrm earth
Hnm@& :

are; mﬂw&ﬁmvmm&m the sea.of glass
ps of God-in-theirharids®3 And they
song'of Moses, the mmnqmiw.om mom

and true are your ways,
King of the natiopst

i ng ,a_ ,o.m %&% _u.:.,.

cessity of Hmwmnﬁmbnm in rmu.:. Om the immin:
ment (see also ‘Delit “[0.17215{ Acts 14
148 Babylon the-great, code name for Rome
q@mnnsOnLule 18;.1 Pet 5,13); wogn.mmn
is announced-as _.Dumﬁ {see 16.19;17.5, 16
The wine of the wrath of God, a nietaphor
from Jer25:15=~17¢51.7. (fepeated-in Rev 14
18:3). 14:8:Mark -See note on. 13:16. 14.10:W
mixed with water was contsidered ‘extremel
andwasa metaphos for severe fudgimient {se
Jer25:15). 14:43-Blessed, Seenote on 1.3. 14:
vision'of the gathéring of the righteotis (wv.
and the judgment-of the'wicked (. 1720}
the grain-and grape harvests of Joel 3:1
white cloud (see-note-on 17.12)-funictiohsas
and-is dlso associated: with the-figure lof
Man (Dani 7.13; see notes’ off 1:7;41:13), &t
title forJesus in- the Gospels; ke gathets the
Mk 13:26+27-The atthor. appéars uiaw
extenisive. Son’ 6f 'Man™ tradition-+ini the: &
1415 The grainharvest symbolizes udgmen
6.10; Mt.13:30;:39) ot; 'as hete, the gatherin:
elect (Lk 40.2; Jn '4.35~38); an eschatological
based on the hope ofthe'regathering:of thi

erthis Ilooke ;and 9@3.?&0.. of the
itness in heaven was opened, and
e'templé came the seven- mbmmw 59

Israel. 14.18-The angel vho wﬁ .nxwwoa@\
1 Jewishriradition various angels superin:
cularaspects of theswprld; neliding wind .
(16555 1-Enoch 66, mf and thebottomless
seealsorf-Brochi60.11-22. “14:19 : Wine
ther - metaphor vfor divine Emmﬁﬁn ?mn
63t Famr 1t 5) e 5y
16:21 Thelastseven plagues; see-note on: m ml
mnmcmamﬂoww r@é&w throne-rdom séefie
1=211)-85.2 A éa of gliss, Le, a sea so
appears glasslike; see.noteon 6. Harps
Sea noté. on5:8) 153 Sorig-of Moses, ‘See. Ex

ebeast-andrits image:and theniss |

R ﬁﬁa I heard the altar Hamwosm

REVELATION 14.17-16.9

the seven plagues;robed in-pure vnurtﬁm?

with golden-sishes:across’ ‘their Chests.-"Theti
one of the four living credtures gave the seven
angels severi golden bowls-full of the wrath of
God, who/lives forever and ever; 8and the tem-
pleiwas filled with smoke from the glory:-bf
God-and from:-his power, and: no one-could
enterthe temple until the: seven: Emesmm of \nrm
seven mhm&m Sﬁ.m 9&& .

M Hw.mb_H Hﬁﬁ.& a Hon% ivolce: m.oB mﬁ

 temple: telling the: seven- angels, “Go
and poutiout on the mmﬂ& 9@ m%mb voim of
the wrathof God” - v 1%

-2 8o’ the first: mﬁmm_ werit ME& woﬁ& Em
bowl.on the:carth, and a-foul-and painful sore
came on those who had:the Emuw of the wmmﬁ
and'who worshiped itsimage... - :
"3.The 'segond angel 'poured ,me_uoil intg
the-sea; and it became like thesblood ofi4
wcawmﬁ and-everyliving thing in the sea died’

*'4 The thizd angel-poured his bowtinto the
rivers and/the 'spritigs of water, 'and they be-
cameé Eooa 5AndT 38& the: mhm& Om man wa-
ters m&w .

i foryouhave Eam& u&mmm EEam« S
6 vmnmdmm ‘theyshed ﬁrm Eooa m mm:;m mﬂ&

:i-prophets,:
ﬁos hrave given- EmE Eooa to: mH
Mﬂ s whdt they deservel™ .

Ve, O LordGod, the .»HHEWFQ
“your' .E&mﬁummﬁ aretrueand jost!”
" 'g'The moc.ﬂw angel po ¢d his bowl
mEr and it was allowed 0 scorch. peoplé
mam, mma&\ were noanwﬁ % En mmnnm hea

Hm 1185 Devit mm 1-47. wm.m ﬂﬂm tertt _an SS\R&“ ie,
the heavenly tzbernacle (Fleb’ 8:2;-9.11); ‘whichiwas
considered thie rodel for the:canthly tabernacle (see
Ex:25:9, 40; 26.30;27.8).)15.7 Seven golden-bowls; cultic
utensils used for libations. (Ex 27,3;38.3; Num-4:14);

15:31n theor, a'cloud of smokecanrepresentthe pres-
ence or:glory of God-(3ee Bx:24.16; Lev 16:2; 1 Kings
8:10+11; Isa 6.4). 16.2:A foul arid painful sore, ferninis-

ceritiof the: mu&H plague of Ex9.8=12. 16.3.See the first
plague of Ex 7.14=25 (see “also. Pss. 78. 445-105.29%.

16.5:Angel of the vwaters: Séenote on 14.18. You arejust;
CHoly One,'a doxology emphasizing God’s just dis-




REV-E LAT LoN 116.10-17.6

thotity everithese Emmﬁamu mﬂm,mpm%ma notre:
pentand givehim gloty poodt 004
1:; 10T he-fifth. dngel ,vonumm hi vo.,&.woﬁ. ¢~m
threne . of:the rbeastyvand=i m&oE:Smm
plunged into;darknessypeople gnawed: their
tongues-inagony, Mand: curksed-the:God.ef
heaven:because of-theiripainsiand: sores; .mEm
they did not repent ofitheir-deeds.. o

12 The sixth angel woﬁ& his bowl on m.a
great river BuphFatés; and its water was dried
up in order.to prepare the:way for-the kings
froin, the east:13And:T sasvithree; foul $pirits
like:frogs:- coming :from. the; mouth -of :the
dragon, from- the mouth of:the beast; and
from the:mouth of the false ?.owrmﬂs,;mmm
are-demonic a@ﬁ:m%nﬂmoﬂaam signs,who go
abroad to:the langs of-the whole-world; to-as-
semble them for battle on the great-day,of God

; f ;1 am corminglikedthief!
_,Em. ohm u,i_ue; m_nmua : mémwn sand:is

they: nﬁm&.ﬁﬁm mameé-of>God, who. had: avi-

Eamm& .m_

. 8 mmaﬂgﬁﬁﬂrmﬂuﬁé@
place that E..mmvmm%nm called Harmagedon:; .
-1 7: THe:seyenthrangel. potired his-bowl:into
theair, and a loud voice came out of the tem-
plé; frometheithrone; saying; FTtis‘donel™18And
there came flashes of Hghtning, rumblings,
peals ofthunder, and:a: yiolent: carthiquake,
such-as had nief-o édrsince ;peaple.were
upon the earth, so violent was thatgarthquake.

19The: great ity Was: m@_ﬂﬁbﬂo, &Rm paits, and

greatBabylonand gave her the:wine-cup of
fury.ofhis wrath: 20 And-everyisland fled’a
and: no-mountaing; were:to be fotind;
huge hailstonesjseachsweighing about
dred pounds;t-dropped from-heaven;ox;
ples untilthey,cursediGod-for the plgue: thy
hail;sofea;

‘seven angels wh
: 4+ tHe skven bowls cametafid saidito
“Come ] wiilshow: yousthe; E&mEnE
great!y sihore:who is:seatéd .on’fhany:w:
2yith whom the kings:of the earth-hay
mitted . fornication, and with the-¥
f&om.m ».opdmnmﬁon En inhabitants of th

ave’ 'S He cartied m
in Eﬁ spirit®into 2. ?mmmubmwm, andiT
womafgitting on ayscarlet:beast that wasful
of] Emmwrﬂbomm nmEmm, andiithad:seve

. Thenone of the:

mZmHoEn
Zﬂdm Gmlwmu :

Hmé&m;mﬁ&_ wmm&mv roEEm A rm_u. han
golden:cup.full, of abominations:ands
putities:of heér fomication; Sandonh
hedd was written‘amame; aimystery:*B
the: gteat)mothen:of sehoes. and-of carth)
abominations.” 6And;L:saw: ﬁrmﬁ sthe. wol
was druhkviththe blood-efthe: saints an
blood of the witnessés to:Jesus :

a Gk and keeps his robes &
¢ Qr in the Spirit

3.2). .WH&Q ]
Emmdmm tradition; see note on 9.20.

V3 powers of Hmmﬂmum M%m,woﬂm. ?mm “NotE%o m&&
Its water was dried up, Hb anti ﬁ% the ]

ans and mumb. mcvo&.Emﬁo kingdoms, 16. Hw False
prophet, the beast from the land under a new alias
(13.31::18): 16,04, Toissemible them for battle. Thetns
mult:and assault of:the Geritiles against Israekisa com:
mon-eschatologicalmotif (see.Ezek 38—39; Zech 12:1
9isee also notesion:11.2; 15:18) 2 Theigreat day of God:
Seenote of 6i17:16.15 Lamcomingliken thigfl.Aniso
lated saying-inserted:by;the authorisee.note; on@id.

Blesséd. Seenote ori1.3:1616 They, the threddemonic
spirits- Harmagedon; Hebrew term: probably meaning
Yountain(s) of Megiddo? arcity.in.a valley:ih tentral
Palestine that was the site of Important anciént battles
because of ity strategic:position:(seeJudg 5:19; 2 Kings
23:29-30): 16.17: 0t dsrdone. Thewrath of Ggd-

mbmmm (15.1), yet the,e:
16.19 The great city, Babyl
bered great Babylon, Dj
divine remembran.
destruéfioh- of ‘Babylon' is-destribed in’ H”..
-m Nc No icxw&ua were to be w.a:zmu a Bonm fo

H.w 1 35 waﬁ%rawm. .Hrm Bnﬁwwo_.. om aun Pro
often used in thé or for godless citles (see
28.16=17; Nah3:4)} Seated o snany waters ap}
scribes the location-of-historical Babylor {Je
justas: historieal: Romeriwas located (on-thy
173 Heeatried in.axéhz thespiritfavision:
whitchthe:seer js-transported to:a remote. pla
world; see-note-on il.20.-Séarlet beasty: the: Rom:
pire. Bull of blasphemous Hames-with seven-h
tert horns;-identicalte

ananie .mnmmgm thelowest monmw of E.Omﬂﬁﬁw
stave. 176 The. sqints, the maity. Christian;




17.7-18.5

When T saw her, I was greatly amazed. 7But..
the angel said to Eﬁ.aé.g are you so mBmNm%
T will tell you the mystery of the woman, and Scnpwn_woﬂ saw 15 the | mHm
of.the beast with seven heads and ten horns the kings of the aﬁmpa.
that carries her. §The beast that you saw was, .
and is-not, and is about to ascend from. the

REVELATION

.m mﬁmﬂwﬁ& rﬁ

bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the
inhabitants of the earth, whose names have
not been written in the book of lifé from:the
foundation.of the world, will be amazed when
they see the beast, because it was and is not
and is to come. . .
9 “This calls for 2 mind that has wisdom: .

the seven heads afe seveh mountains on which -
the worman is seated; alsp, they-are seven kings; a haunt of every foul §p
10of whom five have fallen, one is living, and - a haunt of every foul
the other has not yet come; and when he
comes, he niust remain‘onty a little while, 1LAs
for the beast that was and is not, it is an-eighth
but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to de-
struction. 12And :the ten horns that you saw
are ten kings who have not yet received a king-
dom, but the¥ aré to teceive authority as kifigs
for one hourstogether with the beast. 13These ..
are united in yielding their power and atithor- ..
ity to the. beast: E%m% will make war on the
Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he
is Lord of Jords and King:of kings, and'those -
with him are called and chosen and faithful®

15 And he said to.me, “The waters that you
saw, where the. s&oﬁ is seated, are peoples
and multitudes arid ‘hatiéns and Hmbmﬁmmmm. .
16 And the ten horns that you saw, they and the -
beast will hate the whore; they .ﬁé,ﬁmwm.&,mﬁ
desolate and naked; they will devour her flesh
and burn her up with fire. 17For God has put it_
Eﬁo Emﬁ. rmB..B to oma gut’ Hdm Huc,n@cmm by a

,..wEnn,...uo obm.vﬁau %mn._
‘cargo-of igold;; m%mﬁ unsim

00d, all articles om Eo&w
wWood; 40339 dron, and
pice, “Incense; Bﬁn&
&Hﬁw o; %Snm moﬁ mﬁm

benst and attach a._n vbrds dnd hatefi
to Hnmn_ a F,Ean &«SQQ%Q nid hatefi

“vith mﬂmd..mu__mén.@ will dest
vour her fleshy an.allusion to-the fa

21.23-24). :
T18.1 ‘,Hw

17.8 Ascend &.S: the bottomless it See’ 15.7. awas and:

is not and is to come,.a parody.of the divine title fwhods -
and who was and s&o is 10 come” (see note on 1.4). I
not, here “has died” 17.9' Seven mouritains, That Rome
was located on seven hills was first .popularized by
Varro AEml,N\... ‘BCE),, Seven, Fings, either seven mnE&‘
EINpPerors ?&umn Tuliug Caesar or >smnm€m nomE be
counted as thie'fizst) or4'symbol for'a complete sérje
17.11 An eighth, the returngd Nero.(see note on.13.3),
17,12 Ten Na:.ﬁu mc‘oo&E&o kings :
ders of the empire: Oriehiter; an extremelylimited pé -
riod (18.10, 17, 19). 17.14 War on the Lamb, the final
end-time battle; see 16.12—16; 19.17-21. Lord of lords
and King of kings, a title of Persian origin (Fzra 7.12)
vsually reserved for God {see Dan 4.37; 1 Tim 6.15;
1 Bnoch 9.4). 17.15 Waters (see 17.1), often a symbol for
threatening armies (see Isa 8.6—8; Jer 47.2). 17.16 They
will make her desclate and naked. The returned Nero,

.
V

hc. wwmnﬂobm.... .

Qagrmam (seevv. 11+-13). Though:

condemmned for economic exploitation,
softer than-one might expect: 18.4:4
prophetic summons to fight {see s
50.8—17; 51.6~10), probably carryin
notation of not participating in the
characteristic of pagan society..18.5

of SEEQ econornic §ys-
H.o&._.ﬂm from:China; India, Africa,

wm<mw>:oz 18.6-23

are lost:to: you, T
‘néverto be moEE mmmﬁ_u &
E.Hrn merchants-of these wares, who gained
wealth frem-het, will stand far off, in fear of
her torment, weeping and | EoEuEm &9&
16 - %Alas, alas; the:great-city,: ' v i
clothed in fine wﬁm? e
in purplé and searlét, : . 0 .oty
adorned with gold,. = =
with jewels, and with pearls! : -
17" Por in one hour ail this sa&mp wmm gmb
laid wastel”

And all mEmEmﬂ.mwm mwm mmmm&mamu sailors
arid all- whose trade is onthe sed, stood fat off
18axd cried ottt-as \&Q Sawr mHQmHowm Om wmn
burning,

“What citywas like the mnmmﬁ Qams
19 And they threw dust-on'their. heads, as they
wept and mourned, crying oEHv o
“Alasfalasythe great'city: ! . ;ﬂ.
where'all'who'hiad ships.at sea-
grew richiby.her 'wealthl
* For in one hour she hasbéen: Hm_m waste.”

20 Rejoicer'over her; O heaven, you saints
and zpostles and prophetst For Gom bmm m:ﬁu
E&mgmﬁ for you againsther. =1 -

21 Then a mighty angel took up-d storie Eﬁ
aigreat millstone and threw it 58 the geé, say-
Em.

K j\ﬁﬁ: mcnv ﬁonhnm w&uﬁoﬁ ﬁvm manmﬁ 57

and will be found'no more;
22;. and the sound of harpists mbm_BSmﬁ.&m
and of flutists and" RSEHUQQE
will be heard in'youno. more;:
and an artisan of any trade..” .
_ will be found in you'no-more;
« " -andthesound of the millstone. -
sroos-Will be hieard in youwnd more;

1ario naa.r:in: 5 ..Nw,.i‘mﬁm:w‘. )

mua moﬁwaB‘mEo@o 18,1213 ﬂum list om gg@-
nine tradegoods alludes to. Fizek' 16:9-13; 27.5-24;
18.16 Purpleand starfet; colors symbolic of royalty.and
evil- See riote omi 17:4.48:18.-What city wasiike the ghéat
city? The question isbased oriFrek 27.52: 18:49 Threw
dust o théit hedds, dn actof) ‘mourninhg or sortow ?mm
Josh 7.6;Tob 2:125Famy: HS 820 God has.given . .
against her. The martyrs® prayer of 6.10'is finally an-
swered:18.21 ‘The millsterie thrown into the-sea sym-
bolizes: Rome’s dowrifall (a @Bworn ?owwm_un pnaon
adapied fiomm Jer 51,63:264) -0 " -n




REVEL ATION. 18.24-19.15

will shine in you TeIMOLE;i:
and the voiceiof-bridegioomrand-bride
will'be heard dn-youno moteysa: -
£ youf merchants were the! Emmmmﬁmm
cthe earthy -
and all umcobm were; deceived w u\.oE.
SOTCery. ;;

And in you® was moE& ‘the blood: om

" prophets andiofsaints;; ..
mdm of all whohave vmmﬁ &msmwﬁmnma

mpn Hoza yoice of:a mHmm,ﬁ B&Ezmm,ﬁ
rmmﬁauu

-2 mon Em E@mﬁmba are trueand j Emr
he has,judged the. mnmmﬂéroﬁm, e
who noﬁ.n@m& ﬁm daxt :

#And the. gmﬁQ -four-elders: and the fonir 57
ing creatures fell down arid wotshiped God
who is seated on thethrone; saying; - -

“Amen, Hallelujaht?

and mu s&o mmE, Eﬁr
smalkand great” ;.
mﬂrmn I wmma s&mﬂ seerned to Aa@mpm <98 ofa

ead the wine, press. of .thg fury: of the
f @o&gn&bpﬂmﬁw 160n:hisrobe.and

high he has-a'hame inscribed JAE@ of
Ea..bo& om Ho& 2

and like the sound. of mighty: Enamm
crying out,
.o Hallelujalil-

m thekord: oE.,Qem

7 Hm\n us rejoice and-exult
andigive himthe gloky;

moH the marriage of the-Lamb, has ¢ €0
.»and liis bride hagaiiade herself res

& 8 her it has been granted.to.be cloth
with fine linen;brightand puire”

for the fine linen is the- Emgmoﬁm %a%
saints.
9 And the dngel mmﬁ:S The;:
Blessed E.»nw%@%wo ate Eﬁam

udiyoicehe; &m& 1o mb Em gﬁm that \Eﬂ
eaven, *Come;gather.for the greatsimp:
o@ éﬁo., eat; ,mﬁ mmmw oﬁeumm. mom bm%

ﬁ.gm_%mwgm om Eﬁmﬁ.& sﬂw eir
-gathered. to. make.wat against  the rider
e horse:and againstshis-army: 20And:the

m.w.mumow&mm.mb wa.".wu_nmmnnnm.“wﬁ.%mdm&%
e deceived those who had received the
of the rmmﬁ.mﬂm ‘those-who worshiped its

P U TS
, %mnn. &Hwén,%m into Sa

&ogﬁ at his feet to Sanw hirn; but he
me, “You mustiriot do thatl.L amsafall
vantfwith. yowandryourcomrades® who
the Hmmngcu% om Jesus./ 20&&% God! F

m.m 3 the, méo& om 5@ rider. oua&m
@ﬂé,&. Emﬁ came; m.oH_Em E&nmp mb.m

11:Theh 1:saw heavehopened, andithex
white horse! Itsrider. is-called: Faithful
True, and in righteousness.ihe judg
makes war. '2His eyes are like a.flam
and orvhis head ate many diadémss:

a name inscribed that rio oneknows b
self:13He s clothed indrcbedippedinsh
andthis dame - is:called The MWord:
1tAnd thé-armies:-of - heaven, swear
linken; white and, pure,:were: m@ﬁoﬁbm
whité horses. 15Ffom hismouth.coines;
m‘éo& with:which to:strike me%b\&m ng

hen:<l, salvi-an:angel ¢coming: aosﬁ
mome.rome.nun tholding, in: this-hand the
the:bottornless:pit aiid a-great:chain:
eized thei dragon, that anclent:serpent]
GUQSH mu@mmnﬁr,mua ¢oub&w§ mow

25, ,mumw, 5. 1-2 M Y : ne;m.mm
2.14), but, in' a reversal of that i image, to eat

ﬂ_.w&mn with k Or s.u.m. hm.nmr«.i

19,110 Pwmﬁm&%&wob?ncoﬂ scene ﬁmam note on
4.1-11) reflects on, Rome’s fall (vv. 125) and anfici-
Ppates the mrriage ommun_hﬁﬁmuﬂﬁ mIH8 19,156 Hai
lelujah, a Hebrew term meaning “praise Yah(weh)” (Ps
135:3);:0ceurs in the wr.only i in, thesederses; thongh it
has become; a familiar, term: in: Féwis
liturgy.: A9.6:. A:. great. muiltitude: - See.. note: om 7:9:

19.7. Marriage of-the Lamb,anetaphor for the union of
Christ asbridegroom.and the churchasbride (sée 2.2,

9; NN ,.sz_Oon Aik2s .mﬁw.m Nm..muu woa Hmnm& s, Em

3 ) %S awrwa\ The
vnawwgn spiritis idemtified: with, the testimbny. about
Jesusywhichids the éssence of prophecy: 19:11-21.8 The
‘judgment of God's adversaries: 19:11-20.3+ -Christ

mains of, the, slavnghtered * enemies: ofi God:
mﬁp Nazwm ofthe garth.See 16.12-+14.19:20 Laks
£ 24-.8),;aplacerof oﬂﬁﬁ&%ﬁ%ﬁg
inthe;underworld bat ix.thepresence
mb:(14:10); and elsewhere.called Gehennz (see
te @ to Mt 18:9%: 20:2 Dragon: See 42,3 Ancient
] ‘mnnna. See. 12.9;: Ho Hrw wmmmnmﬂnm o2

rides forth as a Divine éwﬂuoH (in. continuitywi

Lty

dﬁﬁﬂwnﬁm image ofiGod; .
rior), leading the rnmﬁm_.%{ armies agdinist God'
saries (cf, 1.12-16); 19.11 Then I saw heaven:
stereotypical: introduetion: 1. révelatory. visions
Ezeks Iids - Mti3:06; In: 1515 Acts, 7:56;.:10.1
white. horse 'symbolizes ivictory, :Riden+the:.
19.13 Robe dipped-in-blood, the: garmerit of
stained awithi the blood of his enenpies. (segTs

and wnﬁw»w@ alsoran oblique: referencesto dhis
death (see 15 7040, Thie Word of God: mﬁﬂ
nnE for.Jesus {see Jal 1. sef. Wi
vw 14: THe atamies:of wmnem:“ &hmabo remﬁ

Hebrew. name for-God-is *Lord of hosts,” refer
angelic, dimiesunder. his commagd: 19:15 %

reign with: Ghrist:20.4 Those seated o them
tauthority 1o jiidge. The. seated figures are not
theisaintsiare sometimes-associated with-God
ent.(sei Dan 7.9 Mt-19:.28; 1-Cor6:2): Those
hom- they: exercise: judgment- also. remain uns

< Those who had been beheaded, martyrs ofirel,

SREV-E L AT 1ON 419.16-20.9

and lockedand sealed:it overhimgsso that-he
wdnild deceive the-nations ho more;until the
thiolisarid years were'endeds, }D&Q thathe: st
bellet out fora little while " :

4 Then I saw thrones; and those seated Oof
them were given mﬁrod@. to judge. I also saw

- the souls of' tHofs# who had beéri beheaded for

their testimony, 16; Jesus? and-for the wokd of
God. Theyhadinetworshiped the beast-oxits
infiage.and: bad: not received dtsumark on thejr
forcheads: or:their.hands: They. ‘earne toy life

until.the- thousand: %.mmnm were: ended.): This is

the, firsttestirrection: 6Blessed: and. holy aré
these:who sharein the first resurrection:@ver
these qummnoa& nmmm? Wmm., o m.osah but: 93

7-When-the thousand years.are ended,-Satin
will ‘bereleased: from-his prison-Sand:will
come out to. deceive the nations at the four
corners of the edrth, Goganld] Emmomu inl rder
to;gather:them for battle; they are:asinuiner-

‘oug asthesands of thesea.$Theymarched 1ip

over the breadth of the earth and surrournded
the:camp.of the-saints:and the beloved <ity:
And:fire.came- down: from heaven? and con:

O o i estianty of Fevas
Jrom God, ouz of b

the beast or its E\Smm §
20.5 The rest of the de

thor’s mind’ Eﬂw hive'a ‘privilege wowﬁow in‘God’s
plan. The fifstrésiirréchioh, testricted t6 Chiriétian mak-

" tyrs,is not mentioned elsewhere in the nr. 20.6 Blessed,

Seenote on1:3. Secondidedti. Sec riote on, 2.11. 20,7
10 Thé releaseand second defeat of Satan are unpardl:
leledin-Jewishreschatology: 20.8'Gog and Migogrnames
forahestile northermking atid hisnation Amwnw.mw.lmuw.y
thaticame to-symbolize all 6f Israel's enemies; rabbinic
soutces:refer: to-the finaliwar.as “the war. of-Gog-arid
Magog? (see, &.g.,.Babylonian Talmud Berakot PhySat:
hedrin, mﬁuup Gather them for: battle. Séealso 16. 12:16;
19:19.:4s51He sands:of the:sed; 2 metaphor for an:enors
mous,;;terrifying army. (seexJosh:41:.4; Judg.7.12)
120.9 Marched up. Jo. the biblical idioin one always goes
“up, never down, to Jerusalem (Isd 2.3;Jer 31.6;Mic4:2).
The-camp-of the:saintsimplies that-thesaints constitute
an encamped ariy. The beloved city, Jerusalem (see-Pss
78.68;°87.2; 8ir 24, 11) . Fire came dowsifrom heaven, the
divine destruction-of thie hostile forces {see Fzek 3%:6).




REVELATFON 20.10-21.14

sumed: thenm. 10And ‘thedevil who “had ‘de-
ceived-them was thrown intothe lake of fire
and :sulfur;: where the beast -and ‘the Salse
prophet were, and they will b tormented day
and night foreverand ever.. . - o7
. neo o The Dead Are Judged, ... ..
11 Then Isaw a'great white throne and.the one
who-sat-on it; the.earth-and the heaven ‘fled
from his presence; and no placewas found:for
them. 2And I siw the dead;-great-and small;
standing before the: throne; ‘and bocks' were
opened. Also -another book was-opened; the
book of life: And the dead were judged-dccord-
ing to their works; as recorded-in ‘the books:
13And-the sea-gave up the dead that-were in it;
Death and Hades gave up-thé:dead-that were
in-them,.and all: were ‘judged according to
what they had done. 4Then Death-and Hades
were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the
second death, the'lake of fire; 5and anyone
whiose name was- ot found . written-in the
book of life wasthrown into thelake of fire: ™
~.:The New Heaven and the New, Earth.
M T Then I saw & mew heaven 4and a new
w i 171 egrthy for the first heavenand the first
earth had: passed.away;‘and the-sea was fio
miore. 2And 1 saw the holy.citythe new Jerusa*
lem, coming down :out-of heaven:from:Ged,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
?And I heard aloud voice from the th
i 3 EIIEEE I R T
: “See; the homme” of God is among
’ HH_.OH.@M ROt ,‘,,.:,:. BETRE
e will dwall with thein
" theywill be his peaples.:

. and God himself will be with them;? ..

e L

2010 The lake of fireiand-sulfur. See notes on9.18;
19.20.:20:11~15 The final judgment embrates theé rest
ofthedead (cff 20.4~6): 20,13 Al greqt-white throne; thé
judgment seat-of God. The earth and the heaven fled
Jfrom. his presence; 4 metaphor for.the awesome-thec-
phanic . miajesty -of " God (taken literally: in: 2140
20.12 Books weré openedd (Dani 7.10). The plural sugs
gests two sets- of books, one for the righteous, the other
forthe wicked: Book of Hfe::-See note-on 3.5.'26.13 The
se; -oneof the two*abodes: of the dead; Death and
Hades-were the abode underithe earth: 20.14-Second
death:Seenoteon 2117 . e L e
2118 A new heaven and earth replace their earlier
counterparts. 21.} A riei haaven and a few; earth, an
allusion to Isa 65:17;'66:22 (see also Jubilées 129;4:26
1.Froch 91.16); for Juddism the ‘venewal of creation

foundations;and onthem are theitwelve
es of the twelve apostles:of the Lamb.
e:angel*who'talked to'me had 4 mea-
ing rodof gold to:measiré thercity and its
-and-walls. 16The ity fes foursquare, its
‘thre sarne as its widthy andthe medsured
ity with his rod, fifteen hindred iles;?
gtheand width' and height. are- equal.
alsosmeasured: jtswall, one: hundred
~four cubits” by human : measuremient,
b the-angel was using. 18The wall is buil

-t Death-will be no. mere; - o
" ~movrning‘and eryingand pain
ST emiorey e s
for the first things have passed away?”
5And the one who was seated on:
thronié said, “See, T am makifig all things ne
Also the.said; “Write #this; for “these-word:
trustworthy and true”6Then he'said to mi
is;donel.T aim the Alpha and the Omega
beginning-and the: end: To the thirsty
give water as a gift from'the spring of thew;
of life:7Those who conquer:will inherit
things,:and I'will'be their God:anid theyw
my children. 8But as for ‘the ' cowardly,
faithless, * the poltuted; the murderérs; the
nicators, the' sorcerers; the idolatets, an
liars, their place will be'invthe lake thath
with- fire:'and -sulfur;- which i57:the seco
ﬁﬂnm. B e SEoT e

Wil

?The foundations of the'wall of the city
dorned: with severy jewel;: the ;
1, the second sapphire, the third agate; the
emerald, 20the fifth onyx, the sixth car=
the s chitysolite, tlie eighth beryl,
th topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the
th jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21And
elve'gates-are twelve pearls; each of thé
sifigle peatl; and the stréet ¢

.1 Vision of the New Jerusalem.
9Theri ‘one of the seven angels who: had
seven bowls full of the:sevenrlast plagues.c
and ‘said: to-me, “Come, I will- shiow you
bride, the wife of-the -Larnb” 10And:
spirit/ he carried me away. to a great,
mountain-and showed me the holy cityJ:
lem-eoming-down eut: of -heaver: fro

It hasthe glory:of' God and'a radiance
veryirate jewel, like jasper; clear as cry:
has:a great; high wall with, twelve gates, an
thé gates twelve'angelsyarid on the gates
scribed the hames of the twelve tribesof

. o
onit, for the glory of God is its light, and
np is the Lamb. 24The nations will walk

“People will bring into it the glory and
nor of the nations. 27But nothing un-
will enter it, nor anyone who practices
ation or falsehood, but only those who
en in the Lamb’s book of life.

The River of Life
Then the angel showed me the river of

& Gk the'taberniile . btk ill abiiadle "
aathofitiesread people

Other

2.7 The final vision: the new Jerusalem.
of the Lamb. See note on 19.7. 21.10 fn the
mountain, See'notes on 1.10; 17.3; see also
121,15 The mgasuring rod is to reveal struc-
size to the reader; see note on 11.1. 21.16 The
ursquare, i.e., it forms a gigandc cube; the
shape dominates the eschatological temple in

8 and the Dead Sea Scrolls Temple Scroll
-18-21 On the use of precious stones in
ction of the future temple, 2 metaphor for
e and luxury, see Isa 54.11-12; Tob 13.16-
The glary of God is its light. See Isa 60.19—20,
ing unclear will enter it, Tt is like a sacctuary
ing profane is'allowed in. In the Dead Sea
the o7, the sanctity of the témple was some-
ded to- the city (see Isa 52.1). The Lamb’s

Jerisalem] Beliéf in o heavenly Counterpar
edrthlyJerusalem was’ comumion iri teatly Jud
carly: Christianity (see Gal 4.26; PHil 3:20;:H

7y26; 3.5, 12,210, Twill be ..
covenant ‘relationship 15 - often *défined:
metaphior of adoption (see 2 'Sam 7.14; Pss 2:
27yJer 3.19; Jubilees-1:24). 218 w«%:&.&wﬁ
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pet, while the ¢ityis pure gold,clearas

he water of life, bright as crystal, flow-

book of life. See note on 3.5.22.1 The river of the

REVELATI 0N 21.:15-22:1%

ing:from the throne of God and of thé Tamb
Zthrough the middle ofthe street of thecity/On
cither side-of-the fiver isithe tree of lifet withiits
twélve kinds of:fruit, produting its fruitcach
month; and the leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the' nations: 3Nothing accursed-will
be found there any mote: But thethrone of God
and of the Lamb will be in'it, and hisiservants’
will worship him;4they will see his face, and:his
narre will be on their foreheads: 5 And there will
be no more night; they need no light of lamp or
sun, for the:Lord God. will be their-light, and
theywill reign forever and ever: o7 .5, &=
w6 Ad 'he said to-mé,; “These “words. are
trustworthy and true, for the Lotd; the God of
the spiritsof theprophets, hassent his angel fo
show his Servants/what must soon take place.”
7 “See; 1amicoming soon!Blessed is the one
the words of the prophecy of this

who wmmw_m,

£

bock

o+~ Epilogue and Berediction
87, John, am the one who heard and saw thiése
things. And shen T heard-and saw them, I fell
down to worship at the feet of the angel who
showed them to me; %but he said to me, “You
must not do that! I am a fellow servant? with
you and your comrades” the prophets, and
with those who keep the words of this book.
Worship God!” :

10 And he said to'me, “Do not seal up the
words of the prophecy of this book, for the
time is near. 111 et the evildoer still do evil, and
the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous stili
do right, and the holy still be holy”

a GkHe ¥ Gk twelve thousand siadia ¢ That is, almost
seventy-fiveyards d Gkhe ¢ Or the Lamb. 2n the middle of
the street of the city, and on either side of the river, is the tree of life
F Gkslaves g Gkslave h Gk brothers

water of
life. See Bzek 47.1-12; Zech 14.8. 22.2 The tree of life, a
collective noun meaning “trees” (see Ezek 47.7~12; cf,
Gen 2.9). Twelve kinds of fruit suggests the miracelous
fruitfulness of the new world (Ezek 47.12; ¢f. 1 Enoch
10.19). The free. The author reverts to & single tree of
life {(see note on 2.7). Healing of the nations, i.e., their
conversion. 22.4 They will see his face. According to or
tradition, no one can see God (see Ex 33.20; Deut 4.12;
see also Jn 1.18; 6.46; 1 T 4.12). His name will be on
their foreheads. See note on 7.3, 22.6 The spirits of the
prophets, the individual spirits of all the prophets (see
1 Cor 14.32), His angel. See note on 1.1. 22,7 1 am com-
ing sogn. See mote on 3.11. Blessed. See note on 1.3.
22.8-21 Epilogue and benediction. 22,16 Do nor seal

up.... this book. Jewish apocalypses sometimes contain




WVERLATION 1 22:12=21:

:21"5ee,:] am. corfiiig soon; 1oy rewatd; is
with;rme;ito. repay-dceording: to; thQou,mw
worki:13l:am . the;Alphaand the Omega; the
first.and thedast; the. ngEnm mb& thé endr

iy .Hmﬁmﬁ onewho wishestake:the 2@8&

”m.Eﬁomn of this table is to help readers.study the early church’s use and interpretation of the
wish scriptures-It-doessnot include every: possible reference;but-onlty: %Honﬂ@aoﬁmﬂgmahm

usions to specific passag; . The chapter and vérse niimbering is that of the Nrsv.

using the table, it is Eﬁoﬁﬁ.ﬁ 8 @m&. in mhind that the n authors sﬂgm.E

erally quoted mHoBA&m. ancient Greek ﬁmu&mﬂou of the Hebrew mnﬂwﬁE.

RETN 1 el

t), whereas theNgsv ot is ﬁmb&ﬁm&&ann% from the Hebrew and Aramaic Han

mmmoﬂwﬁ E,aEm veo
moﬁiﬁéehm@ow 9 voow of: mﬂm waam.wm

?
3
)
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side.are theidogsand mohamwmhm“mﬁm%o%nmaum
andmmirderers ;and idélaters,-and Wm%w%u.g
wholoves-and practices falsehood: ‘
:16:Ttris T; Jesus, ¥vh o sent! my:angel o yon
EH&\%E ﬁmmgeb% -for:the: nHEH.nWmm ,.

RS 150,
lent Jewish and Christian interpreters, including the N authors,'werefless concerned: with
the o muu& wmﬂmm.om. Ew, Hebrew scripfures: than with finding u$éful an lappropriate mmﬁrnm-
i “owh situations. Fof these reasons, there are omg. &,mmﬁ..mnnmm in wording
€en anl OT passage and 3 & T nﬁoﬁﬁon of it.
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a command to seal.the ,coow until the end (séeiBani

Genesi 7.
12.4,9).22.13 Iam. .. Ormega (spoleen by Christ). See esis (cont.)

note on 1.8; 2214 Blessed. See note’ on-J : 2523 g o
wgw 10.6 . 26.3-4 . na.m.mmw Gal 3.8
_ 28.12 " Imisi
28.13-14 Acts 3.25; Gal 3.8

47.31

. Ads3.25,Gal 3.8

U ME3232; Mk 12,26
LK 20,37; Acts 3.13

Lk 20. wﬂ >nﬁ 3. Hm u. mm
Rom w.HN

»& ww Gal 3.16

20.13-15, 17

Mi

5 in uwm New Testament, 3d ed., edi ‘3‘ Robert G, Bratcher.

I
ey

eties, 1987, Used with HumﬁEmﬂou 6F United Bible moemﬁmm.
2115




