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he pleases. If you tie a horse to a stake, do you expect he will grow fat? If you pen

an Indian up on a small spot of earth, and compel him to stay there, he will not be
contented, nor will he grow and prosper. I have asked some of the great white chiefs
where they get their authority to say to the Indian that he shall stay in one place, while
he sees white men going where they please. They can not tell me.

I only ask of the Government to be treated as all other men are treated. If I can not
go to my own home, let me have a home in some country where my people will not die
so fast. T would like to go to Bitter Root Valley. There my people would be healthy;
where they are now they are dying. Three have died since I left my camp to come to
Washington.

When I think of our condition, my heart is heavy. I see men of my race treated as
outlaws and driven from country to country, or shot down like animals.

I know that my race must change. We can not hold our own with the white men as
we are. We only ask an even chance to live as other men live. We ask to be recognized
as men. We ask that the same law shall work alike on all men. If the Indian breaks the
law, punish him by the law. If the white man breaks the law, punish him also.

Let me be a free man—free to travel, free to stop, free to work, free to trade where I |
choose, free to choose my own teachers, free to follow the religion of my fathers, free to
think and talk and act for myself—and I will obey every law, or submit to the penalty.

Whenever the white man treats the Indian as they treat each other, then we shall
have no more wars. We shall all be alike—brothers of one father and one mother, with |
one sky above us and one country around us, and one government for all. Then the
Great Spirit Chief who rules above will smile upon this land, and send rain to wash out |
the bloody spots made by brothers” hands from the face of the earth. For this time the |
Indian race are waiting and praying. I hope that no more groans of wounded menand |
women will ever go to the ear of the Great Spirit Chief above, and that all people may |
be one people. i

Source: "An Indian’s View of Indian Affairs,” North Arnerican Review, April 1879, 431-33.

Interpret the Evidence Put It in Context

1. On what basis does James Michael Cavanaugh (Document 15.6) claim to be in a e Imagine that you are an
better position than Benjamin Butler to judge the best way to deal with Indians? American president in the
2. How does Thomas Nast's illustration (Document 15.7) compare with the second half of the nineteenth

century and can design Indian
policy. Based on what you have
read, what would you do, and

arguments made by Congressman Cavanaugh?

3. What assumptions about Indians and their culture underlay the policy of
assimilation advocated by reformers such as Helen Hunt Jackson (Document

15.8)2 why? What challenges might
¥ you face as you attempted to
4. What options did Indians have when confronted with white determination to implement your policy?
eradicate their culture? What choice did Zitkala-Sa (Document 15.9) make?
Why?

5. How did Chief Joseph's experience (Document 15.10) reflect the fundamental :
contradiction of federal policy toward Indians? it ol




