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What about God?
Philosophyof
Religioninthe
Western Traditiqﬁ_

Upon completing this chapter, students should be able

to meet the following Learning Outcomes:

6.1 Articulate the views of Anselm and Gaunilo regarding
the ontological argument.

6.2 Compare and contrast Freud, Nietzsche, Tolstoy, and
Kierkegaard on the rationality of religious belief.

6.3 Explain and evaluate the problem of evil.

discuss religion or politics—nothing leads
a friendship faster. Unfortunately, in a phi-
, life, and death are complex matters.
f human history and, in many cases, pre-
d into or been absorbed
aled

Your parents may have told you to never
to a bigger debate or perhaps the loss of
losophy class, we discuss both. Existence
Religions have existed since the beginning o

date any written word. Many older religions have morphe
into existing ones. Some even have secret, unknown histories that are only reve

by heretics.

In this chapter, we will focus on Western conceptions of God and discuss the
God of the Jews, Christians, and Muslims (who, ironically, is the same being—which
has been interpreted in different ways by various Holy books and religions). The dis-
cussion will mainly focus on proofs of God’s existence, the rationality of religious

belief, and the problem of evil (both logical and evidential).
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(LB Powerful ldeas

to children for whom the sins they have committed could never equal the pain and
suffering they endure.

St. Irenaeus (130-202 AD) has a more interesting explanation of evil. It serves
a purpose (one God could have resolved in other ways). On his view, evil provides
the necessary problems through which we take part in what he calls “soul-making.”
Evil, ultimately, is a means to an end. If it did not exist, there would be no means of
spiritual development. He maintains that creation is a two-step process. God first
made man in his image, as it is stated in genesis and is now making us into his
likeness.

According to this view, God’s purpose in creation was not to make a perfectly
comfortable dwelling place for fully formed human beings, but to put rational crea-
tures with the potential for growth in an imperfect environment where they could,
through their freely chosen responses to difficulties they encounter, attain maturity.
In other words, we need to struggle in order to grow spiritually—if we are never
tested, we can neither fail nor succeed.

What the world would be like with three omni god around would be nearly
unfathomable.

Earthquakes could be stopped before they started. Hurricanes would mean-
der harmlessly over the open ocean. Bullets could stop in midair; infants falling
out a high rises would land softly on the ground as those they had wings. God
could interact with this reality and bring peace and happiness to all. And yet, it
does not seem that such a world does exist. Qur existence is not one where we
interact with such a powerful deity—or rather where such a powerful deity has
any interest in helping us. The three omni God appears not to exist because of the
vast amount of evil in the world. God seems to lack omnipotence, omniscient, or
omni-benevolence—otherwise, God could stamp out all evil. In the end, this topic
is a matter of faith, and faith does not need a rational justification. In order to
have faith, all you need to do is believe. ‘

“God, give us grace to accept with serenity the things that cannot be
changed, courage to change the thigs that should be changed, and the
wisdom to distinguish the one from the other.”

—Reinhold Niebuhr

POWERFUL ANALYSIS: IS EVILA PROBLEM?

Does the problem of evil casts doubt on the existence of a three omni God?




