Who Am l’ My Mmd
‘Other Mmds, and

the Nature
of 'R_e_aﬁl_ity

Upon completing this chapter, students should be able
to meet the following Learning Outcomes:

4.1

4.2

4.3

4-4

4.5

Articulate the views of John Searle and René Descartes
on dualism.

Compare and contrast the views of George Berkeley
and Thomas Hobbes on the mind. How do these two
philosophers attempt to solve the Descartes’ dualism?

Explain David Hume's criticism of the self and how it is
mirrored by Milarepa.

Analyze the problem of other minds and the various
ways the concept of mind can be explained.

Discuss the concept of artificial intelligence.

The Nature of Substance, Reality, and Mind:
Idealism, Dualism, and Materialism

There are a number of complex philosophical issues brought about by a discussion
of substance. As you may recall from an earlier chapter, the Ancient Greeks were
very much concerned about the question of substance. At present, science tells us
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whatever goes on in your brain and whatever behavior you perform when you feel
those emotions. That is a materialist view, and we do know a lot about matter. The
presumption on part here is to assume that our knowing everything there is to know
about physical reality leads us to know everything there is to know about the mind. It
is fact a popular trend in Anglo-American analytic philosophy to assume just that.
The self can or will be explained and understood in physical terms. It’s all about the
nerve cells and what they do in that complex gray matter called your brain. Any-
thing ¢lse is in the realm of mysticism, of returning to Plato, or—God forbid—of
psychology. That is, as Tom Stoppard puts it, the hard problem.

And the problem is there, still. To doubt the materialist view of the self is not
to doubt science: much of science is as verifiable as 2 + 2 = 4. Evolution is true, for
example. The Big Bang Theory is true, as is the Law of Gravity. The Earth is billions
of years old. Intelligent design theory of creation is not so intelligent. The idea is not
to ask questions that were answered already and bring about confusion and retro-
gression, but rather to avoid trusting answers for which there is no foundational evi-
dence. A scientific theory of consciousness is easy, but only if you assume that
physics, biology, and chemistry are the way to explain the mind. Yet materialism is a
premise, not a conclusion.

We have evidence of dualism, hard as it is to prove it. Kurt Gédel upset many
philosophers and mathematicians when he proved that there are true facts that
cannot be proved but are nevertheless true. The tough part is explaining them.




