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gce the teenage .rebellions of the‘ 1950s and 1960s, the age at which

ople may pe designated folk devils has decreased, and since the ear] ?9238
ihere have been 1 egular reP orts about pre-teenage children committing i{mrea S
ingy serious offences ranging from burglary to rape. This trend has only servez
o reinforce the equivocal attitudes to youth noted by Cohen, to the extent
+here the precise boundaries of 'youth’ and ‘adolescence’ are now unclear: no
¢ seems to be sure exactly when childhood is left behind or when adulthood
isachieved (Muncie, 2009). This problem is compounded by the fact that ideas
it the onset of adolescence and the age at which children are deemed to
uderstand the difference between right and wrong are not fixed, but are sub-
it to contestation and change over time. Prior to the mid-19th century when

psitivism emerged to challenge it, ideas about crime and punishment were
as ‘classicism’ A central fea-

bminated by a theoretical perspective known
e of this approach was that punishment should fit the crime, not the
culpable as adults

ndvidua] offender, As a result, children were seen as equally : :
penalties, including

W \ -
.hen they committed an offence and were liable to the same :
n to penal colonies.

in . '
Grceration in prisons and prison hulks, and transportatio e
f childhood emerged out 0

For the
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min‘::' In Victorian society a new conception o f the time
e t cultural, medical and psychologxcal discourses © e stage of
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d;;zme in modern history, childhood was thought of as separate
h .Pm'ent prior to the independence and responsibility t tection through
kgfslation.(-iren were seen as requiring nurturing and P’;’ng started 10 be
Moy "t was during this period that compulsory schoo children €0
Horg o+ and laws were passed limiting the nu

Prohibiting them from working in certain ind

mber of hours
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Figure 4.1 Ages of criminal responsibility in selected European countries

Source: Goldson, 2003

Since this time, messages about childhood have been somewhat mixed. for
example, in contemporary Britain we have seen the emergence of the adultifie
child, with rises in teenage pregnancies, children being tried in adult cou
children winning the right to ‘divorce’' their parents and so on. England and
Wales not only criminalize children at a much earlier age (see Figure 4.1), b
also are by far the most inclined to lock them up. Staggeringly, in Englaod "
Wales twice as many children are incarcerated as in Belgium, Portugel. SP,“”’
Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Austria, France and The Netherlands Comb,me
(Goldson, 2003). Yet, simultaneously, children are subjected to 8 greate! ‘z;ﬁ“”
of protective control and regulation which has led to a ‘major reorg?™”
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risk and their overw result of this emphasis is that it is Paedoph,: bl
fey g

dophiles who use the Internet to groom online and thep ¢ omy
tact offences with children unrelated to them - who hfive come to e
::?ipients of moral outrage in the 21st Century.ulnda traglc P(?Stscript n th:
Bulger case, @ 27-year-old ]on.Venables was reca. ed to p'rlson in 2010 fo]
ing reports that he had committed offences relatln.g to child pornography, Ty,
Ministry of Justice refused to specify what the claims being made against bi
were, but not only did his arrest permit the broadcast and print media ,
replay and reanalyse the 1993 case all over again (with much the same hyse.
ria and prejudice that accompanied the original coverage), but the nature of
the allegations against him served to underline his characterization as an unre.

deemable and evil person incapable of being reintegrated.
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t thL}s secure a powerful symbolic place in the public psyche, while at the
ane time repressing the collective sense of guilt and denial that such cases
gi;i}e\:t They are directed at events that have sufficient cultural resonance
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x)?r:e c,f:)ncludlng thoughts

evious chapter, we reviewed the concept of mor al Panics y;
In t}.lt? pr ly united politics, media and everyday life and ip this Chapt
tradu;onas gd on the fear and loathing that is directed at two Moder, )
s::ijs, chfI;ending children and [.)aedophi'les, ’both of whom .have been Chark.
acterized as the 'evil monsters in our midst’. In Chap.ter 3.1t was SUggestey
that the moral panic model is unhelp.ful and, certainly, 1t. is Probley,
when applied to paedophilia because it suggc.asts that genuine Public fey,
about the sexual abuse and exploitation of children are unfounded oy OVer.
stated. Quite simply, Cohen's thesis - or rather

, 1ts application by coun
acolytes - is open to the criticisms that
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Confused attitudes to children C}jﬁoﬂ‘b: bt
n for the elasticity of 'youth’ as a concept is that adul; bfouiasizé
Part of the reaSOd.ctorY and conflicting views regarding the nature of you;: Y 55"
ety holds C}‘:T;; ao ;d are paradoxically captured in notions of 'Innocence ag :fiskbomt
YI(E.VYS Ofdc le frequently enshrined in law and upheld daily by the DOPUy 0 haf
evg' anOnier example of constructions of childhood ‘innocence’ is encapg,. tbezhﬂdfl
;:fecia'in the age at which individuals can le?gally con.sent to sexyy Oéowbuf
intercourse. When it comes to sex, children are chlldfen until they reach 15 \ate 1 DU
Yet, when it comes to youth justice, the Crime and Disorder ACF (1998) abq|. o
ished the presumption of doli incapax and structurja%ly reconfigured youty Jder O
justice in terms of moral understanding and culpability from-th.e age of 10, ol
The inconsistencies that lie at the heart of differing ages of criminal res.pon- i
sibility within the justice system is thus key to the confusing ideas | ?
surrounding childhood in contemporary Britain. Moreover, such para('ioxes
play into the hands of a media which constructs events in terms of binary
oppositions and stock stereotypes. The media can position child offenders
and victims of crime along a continuum from 'innocence’ to ‘evil’, individu-
alizing their pathology or vulnerability, in order that deeper questions abot.lt
social structures - the family, education, political institutions and the media 1
industries themselves - need never be asked.
]
Children as ‘evj| monsters’ :
Z}ﬁ d;nol;r(?er of James Eulger was a watershed in public perceptions of
Bulger', d’e a«?ﬁ; well as 11.1 English law. f}s Scraton (2003) argues, James
their pasty co:ﬁflas explqlted to the f1.111, first by the Cons?rvatives who, at
execution Castraf'rence in 199.3, whipped up fervour with demands for
which rusheg thrgon ar?d flo.ggmg, and thefl by a Nev'v Labour government
ugh its wide ranging Crime and Disorder Act, 1998 and
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