faithless (male) lover with whom she
Given the male domination of G

age was not a man. Rather, it was Sappho
¢. 620-550 B.c.E.), who lived in the polis of Mytil
island of Lesbos. Revered by her contemporaries,

composed songs for a wide array of occasions and a rang
of moods: songs of courtship and marriage, longing and

desire, loss, old age, and death. Often, they are passion-
ately dedicated to women: both the women whom Sappho
Joved and the historical women who occupy the margins of
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| The Beautiful and the Good”
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The poet known - R

fromp Athens, butaj/}g 232‘; Zfo‘if’a.’ tahf lourished dlfrlng the middle of the sixth century .c.e. He may originally have come

s Sk S A kegl:s e e;pressecfl ideas of hqnor, beauty, and virtue that were universal among the hoplite

BB Wil aeces ; Y TertimE B8 sisg m'the following verses cannot be adequately translated into English, since
ectives are freighted with ancient meanings: kalos (beautiful, honorable), and agathos (good, brave,

manly). They stand in opposition to the term aischros (shameful, ugly, mean).

i

B e o ' ®
Sapsssummeavsmns

alos it is for an agathos
warrior to die, fallen
among the foremost
fighters, in battle for his
native land; but to leave
' his polis and rich fields and beg—that is
| most painful of all, as he wanders with his
| dear mother and aged father, his small
" children and his wedded wife. Detested
© hewill bein the eyes of all those to whom

he comes, constrained by need and hate-
© ful poverty. He shames his birth and

belies his glorious appearance; dishonor
© and misery are his companions.

If no account is taken of a warrior
~ who is a wanderer, if there is no respect
~ for him or his family in the future, then
* let us fight with all our hearts for this
land and die for our children, no longer
hesitating to risk our lives. Young men,
stand firm beside each other and fight.

mmemseunE .
Wamumeamuea

LEE R R R R R
susnssEANuNERnE

Do not begin shameful flight or fear.
Rather, create a mighty, valorous spirit in
your breasts, and show no love for your
lives when you are fighting. Do not flee,
abandoning the older men, whose knees
are no longer nimble.

For aischros it is for an older warrior
to fall among the foremost fighters and
lie out ahead of the young men—a man
whose hair is already white and his beard
grey—as he breathes out his valorous
spirit in the dust, holding his bloody guts
in his own hands, his body laid bare. Ais-
chros is this to the eyes, and a cause of
resentment to look upon.

But to the young men all is seemly,
while the glorious flower of lovely youth
is theirs. To men the young man is admi-
rable to look upon, and to women lov-
able while he lives and kalos when he lies
among the foremost fighters. So let a

man take a firm stance and stand fast,
with both feet planted upon the ground,
biting his lip with his teeth.

Source: Excerpted and modified from
The Greek Polis, eds. W. H. Adkins and Peter
White (Chicago: 1986), pp. 23-24.

Questions for Analysis

1.How does Tyrtaeus characterize defeat?
How does this poem exemplify the val-
ues and tactics of hoplite warfare?

2.Why is so much emphasis placed on
physical beauty and youth? What
other qualities are associated with the
word kalos? Why is old age potentially
aischros?

3.How does this ideal of male beauty
compare with that made visible in the
kouros of Anavyssos (page 64)?

PORTRAITS OF THREE POLEIS

The poleis of the Archaic Period developed in very dif-
ferent ways. To illustrate this diversity, we will examine
three particularly well-documented examples: Athens,
Sparta, and the Ionian city of Miletus. None of these,
however, can be considered typical. There were approxi-
mately one thousand poleis in Greece, and about most of
them we know almost nothing. But at least we can sur-
vey some of the features that, with variations, made each

polis unique-—and yet comparable, in some ways, 10 its
feighbors.

Athens

The Athenians liked to boast that their city had been a great
metropolis since the Bronze Age. But although Attica had long
been a populous and prosperous region, Athens itself was of no
great significance during the Mycenaean Era. When Athenians
first came together to form a polis, theirs was a distinctly
agricultural economy. Whatever profits aristocrats acquired
through trade, they reinvested in land. Indeed, Athenian elites
came to regard commerce as a disreputable means of earning a
ntile polis.

Portraits of Three Poleis \ 67



~ THE ATHENIAN PNYX, WITH AVIEW OF TH
the ekklesia, met on the sloping hill of the Pnyx.
(" stepping stone,” to the right) would have to make himself heard
 gathered in front of this platform, and all procee

A speaker standing on the
by all th

 hill (off to the left). Overlooking it all was the te
~ Athena, on the crest of the Acropolis. s How is th
- ,af_ﬁtheMn democracy symbolized by this chosen site?

In the Archaic Period, aristocratic dominance over this
polis rested on the monopolization of elected offices and con-
trol of the city’s council, the Areopagus (ah-ree-OH-pah-gus).
By the early seventh century B.CE., an even smaller group of
aristocratic officials wielded executive authority in Athens: the
archons. or “first men.” Ultimately, nine archons presided over
the entire governance of the polis. Although each served for
only one year, all became lifetime members of the Areopagus.
And because the Areopagus appointed the archons, it could
therefore control its own future membership.

As power was consolidated by this small group, deep
economic and social divisions developed. A significant pro-
portion of the population fell into slavery through debt,
while struggles among aristocratic families destabilized
the government and fomented cycles of revenge killings.
Finally, this situation inspired Athens’ first attempt to pro-
mulgate a set of written laws. In 621 B.C.E., an aristocrat
named Drakon sought to control civic violence through
harsh punishments: hence our use of the term “draconian’
to describe any severe penalty or regime. This attempt
failed, but ultimately led both aristocrats and hoplites to
an agreement. In 594 B.c E., they elected one man, the poet
B e e b s e
his fortune as a mercHam and did ;mt hml, i . m('ie

old that vocation in
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£ ACROPOLIS. The Athenian assembly,

dings would have been plainly visible

to noncitizens and foreigners in the agora (central marketplace) at the foot of the
mple of the city’s patron goddess,

¢ relative openness and accessibility

empt; this meant that he was not allieg
single interest.

Solon's political and economic reforms
laid the foundations for the later developmen;
of Athenian institutions. He forbade the prac.
{ debt slavery and set up a fund to byy
back Athenian slaves who had been solq
abroad. He encouraged the cultivation of
olives and grapes, thus spurring cash-crop
farming and urban industries such as oil
and wine production, as well as the manu-
facture of pottery storage jars and decorative
drinking cups. He also broadened rights of
political participation and set up courts in
which citizens served as jurors and to which
any Athenian might appeal. He based eligi-
bility for political office on property quali-
fications, not birth, thus making it possible
for someone not born into the aristocracy

cont
with any

tice O

bema
e citizens

to gain access O power. Moreover, he con-
vened an Athenian assembly, the ekklesia
(eh-KLAY-see-a), and gave it the right to elect
archons. Now all free-born Athenian men
over the age of eighteen could participate
in government. Even those who were not
eligible for citizenship were able to see the
workings of government for themselves, since the assembled
citizens met on the slopes of the Pnyx (pNIX), 2 hill visible
from the central marketplace and overlooked by the sacred
precincts of the Acropolis.

Yet Solon's reforms were not widely accepted. The
aristocracy thought them too radical; the people of the
demos, not radical enough. In the resulting generation
of turmoil, an aristocrat named Peisistratos (pi-SIS-trah-
tohs) succeeded in establishing himself as tyrant in 546
B.C.E. Somewhat ironically, Peisistratos then proceeded to
institute Solon’s reforms. But the apparent mildness of his
rule was undergirded by the quiet, persistent intimidation
of his fellow Athenians by foreign mercenaries and the
ruthlessness with which he crushed any dissent. Still, by
enforcing Solon’s laws, he strengthened the political role of
the demos and remained a popular ruler until his death. His
sons, however, were less able to control the various factio™™
that threatened their rule: one was assassinated and the
other ousted with the help of the Spartans in 510 BCF
But the following period of Spartan-sponsored oligarchy
Crule of the few™) was brief. Two generations of increasing
access 1o power had left the Athenian demos with 2 25
for self-government. For the first time in recorded his”
tory, a group of commoners can be credited with th¢ a7
throw of a regime. The hoplites rallied behind Cleisthen®




Jatter role, ephors
command of the

pteia. Agents spied on
b was to infiltrate the helot
i v potential troublemakers.

y hinged on the precarious relation-
Spartiates and the helots, who outnum-

es ten to one. Helots accompanied the

em as a reminder that they would not tolerate dissent.
cally, the threat of unrest meant that the polis was no-

€

~ possible,

Helot slavery therefore made the Spartan system

A but Sparta's reliance on a hostile population
of slaves was also a serious limitation. This system al
limited Spartans’ contact with the outside world i hSO
; respects. Spartiates were forbidden 1o en 'n e

e gage in com-

mer: '
ce, because wealth might distract them from the
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hip between the lonians of the coast and
kingdom of Lydia was close but difficult. It was
. lonians that the Lydian invention of coinage
roduced to the Greek world, where it revolutionized
made wealth portable for the first time, and introduced
host of new philosophical and ethical problems. The
lonians, in turn, played a crucial role in Hellenizing western
while at the same time insisting on their independence.
The major cities of lonia ultimately banded together to form
the [onian League, a political and religious confederation of

poleis pledged to support each other. This was the first such
organization in the Greek world.

The Milesians founded many colonies, especially in
and around the Black Sea. They were also active in Egypt
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These colomal efforts, combined with its advantageous po-
siion for trade, brought Miletus extraordinary wealth. At
the same time, #t became a center for what the Greeks called
philosophia, “the love of wisdom.” Beginning in the sixth
century Bt a series of intellectuals now known as the
pre-Socratics (because they came before Socrates) raised
new and vital questions about the relationship between
the natural world (the kosmos), the gods, and men. Often,
thetr explanations moved the direct influence of the gods to
the margins or removed it altogether, something that other
Greeks regarded as blasphemous. For example, Milesian
philosophers sought physical explanations for the move-
ments of the heavens, and did not presume that heavenly
bodies were divine. By making human observations the
starting point for their knowledge, they began to formulate
scientific explanations for the working of the universe.

Stimulated by the cultural diversity of their city,

Milesian philosophers also began to rethink humans’ place
in the cosmos. When Hecataeus (heck-ah-TAY-us) remarked
that “the sayings of the Greeks are many and foolish.” he
was deriding his contemporaries’ unquestioning acceptance
of a narrow worldview. He set out to expand their horizons
by traveling extensively and studying the customs and
beliefs of other cultures. The philosopher Xenophanes (zee-
NOFF-uh-nees) further posited that all human knowledge is
relative and conditioned by experience: he observed that the
Thracians (a people living north of Greece) believed that the
gods had blue eyes and red hair as the Thracians themselves
did, whereas Ethiopians portrayed the gods as dark skinned
and curly haired, as they themselves were. He concluded
that human beings make gods in their own image, not the
other way around. If oxen could pray, Xenophanes declared,
they would pray to gods who looked like oxen.

Such theories would become a distinctive strand in later
Greek philosophy, yet they would continue to be regarded
as disturbing and dangerous—dangerous enough to war-
rant the execution of Socrates in Athens a hundred years
later (as will be discussed later). By that time, the Persian
conquest of Lydia had made Miletus and its sister cities
subject to that great empire. Ultimately, those poleis’ resis-
tance to Persian rule would trigger a momentous struggle

for dominance and survival.

THE CHALLENGE
OF THE PERSIAN WARS

The two major wars fought between the Greeks and the
Persians were construed as defining events by those who wit-
nessed and looked back on them. From the first, the contest
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was unequal. Persia was the largest and most efficient stage
the world had ever seen, capable of mustering over a m).
lion armed men. The Greeks, by contrast, remained a col.
lection of disparate communities, fiercely competitive anq
suspicious of one another. An exceptionally large polis, such
as Athens or Sparta, might put 10,000 hoplites in the field;
but the vast majority of Greek states could only PI’OVidg':-"j,‘ .
few hundred each. So the threat of Persian conquest loomed
large on the Greek horizon. '

The lonian Revolt (499-494 B.C.E)

For the first time in the history of Western civilizations, we
can follow the unfolding of events through the narrative
of a contemporary historian. Herodotus self-consciously set
out to write an account of his own times in careful, unam-
biguous prose, rather than in the form of heroic poetry or
the boastful language of victorious inscriptions. And luck-
ily for us, Herodotus was uniquely qualified to probe the
long-term and more immediate causes of the Persian Wars.
Raised in the Ionian polis of Halicarnassus, he regarded
both the Greeks and the Persians as great peoples. Yet,
as a Greek himself—albeit one born within the Persian
dominion—he was not impartial. Indeed, his surviving
account reflects the intellectual currents of Athens, where
he spent the better part of his career, as well as many
Athenian prejudices. This is something we must be bear in
mind when reading his work.

Herodotus was careful to show that the war between the
Persians and Greeks had ancient roots, but his narrative also
shows that the catalyst was a political conflict in Miletus. _ﬂ‘f'
In 501 B.CE., the city was governed by Aristagoras (ah-ris-
TAG-or-us), a tyrant who owed his power to the backing
of the Persian emperor, Darius. But apparently Aristagoras
came to believe that his days as the emperor’s favorite were
numbered. So he turned abruptly from puppet to patriot,
rousing the Milesians and the rest of lonia to revolt against =
Persian rule. As a safeguard, he also sought military sup-
port from sympathetic poleis on the Greek mainland. The :
Spartans refused to send their army abroad, but Athens and
Eretria, on the island of Euboea, agreed to send twenty-five
ships and crews. This small force managed to capture the
old Lydian capital of Sardis (by then a Persian administra-
tive center) and burn it to the ground. Then the Athenians
and Eretrians went home, leaving the lonian colonies ©
their own devices. In 494 B.c.E., these rebellious poleiswe#
finally overwhelmed by the vastly superior might of Persia.

Darius realized, however, that as long as his Greek s
jects could cast a hopeful eye to their neighbors across the
Aegean, they would forge alliances. He therefore dec




