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Grading Criteria for Written Assignments 


Major written assignments will be graded according to the criteria described below.  As specified in the 


guidelines for general education courses, the quality and clarity of your writing will be assessed, as well 


as the content.  Thus, your grade will be the sum of scores on content and writing.   


Content 


Score Approx. Grade Criteria 


10 A+ Outstanding response with superior supporting examples or evidence;   


unusual insights, creative and original analysis, reasoning, and 


explanation; superior mastery of content; goes well beyond minimum 


required for the assignment. 


9 A Good, solid response that uses excellent supporting examples or 


evidence; excellent reasoning and explanations; goes beyond the 


minimum required for the assignment 


8 B Good, solid response that meets minimum required by assignment; 


reasoning and explanations are adequate 


7 C Response is accurate but cursory, and does not meet the minimum 


required for completeness; some inaccuracies or reasoning flaws; 


response is too general, lacks specific evidence. 


6 D Response doesn’t effectively address the question; response fails to 


support assertions with data or examples; major flaws in reasoning; 


explanations are unclear; displays inadequate understanding of content 


0 F Response is not submitted, does not address the question, or is 


plagiarized. 


 


Writing 


Score Approx. Grade Criteria 


10 A+ Meets criteria for a 9, plus demonstrates superior grammatical 


correctness and sense of personal style.  Effortlessly readable prose. 


9 A Very effective organization of paragraphs and paper; interesting, varied 


sentences; good grammar (usage, punctuation, etc.); few spelling 


mistakes; does not read like a first draft.  A bit below the length 


requirement. 


8 B Reasonably effective organization of paragraphs and paper; serviceable 


prose; numerous errors of grammar or spelling; reads like a first draft.  


Does not meet assignment’s length requirement. 


7 C Structurally disorganized; paragraphs lack topic sentences or are not 


developed effectively; awkward sentence structure; poor grammar; 


poor spelling 


6 D Similar to 7, but even harder to read 


0 F Uncited, unattributed work done by someone else (e.g., plagiarism) 


 


Writing Assignments are worth 100 points.  Thus, your final score will be multiplied by 5 for a final score 


of (maximum 20 x 5) = 100. 
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