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158 POST-INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE SCARS

From the perspective of landscape architects, the continuous
change of industrial nature in the Ruhr is a major element of the
attraction for tourists and locals alike. In the densely built district,
the former industrial arcas intertwined with ruderal species and
shrubs and even trees constitute a possibility for contemplating how
the growing plants continually renew the spaces and to experience
the shift of seasons. A capacity for process is a key focus for both
ecologists and landscape architects engaging in industrial nature in
the Ruhr.

The capacity for process also applies, I would argue, to larger ques-
tions of memory work. As was shown by examples of military facilities
turned into wildlife reserves and former industrial sites transformed
into commodified landscapes of consumption, industrial nature can
also work as a visual rhetoric that conceals responsibilities for past
and present social injustices. There is a thin line betwegn processes
of reconciliation and rekindling of hope for the future on the one
hand, and processes of gentrification and the attraction of discov-
ery on the other. A territory can simultaneously be understood as
industrial /and, meaning a place of work and of home, and as a post-
industrial /andscape, meaning a place of touristic gazes and visual
desires. Intimate familiarity and distanced gazes do not simply repre-
sent good or bad ways of healing post-industrial landscape scars; their

entanglement and complexity extend much further. I suggest that the
scar constitutes a connection between the land and the landscape,
turning the two understandings into simultancous projections rather
than chronologically successive definitions.

The ambiguity of the scar will remain, but its potential is that of
a prospective approach. It is not just continuously added layers of
meaning that define our memory work in the present, but an unfold-
ing engagement that shapes new understandings, new places, and new
worlds. The metaphor of the scar directs our glance toward the diffi-
cult and unstable places and stories, toward the closeness of the physi-

cal and the mental, and toward the temporally uneven and spatially
widespread process of sharing past and present experiences.
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