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A Reunion with Boredom

n Belgrade, Serbia, in 1938, and lived they,

o o Py immigrated from his war-1orn country when he wqs
until his /a"s a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet, essayist, and translator,
s:xl/een. ; .1(‘)1;’, ) ctions and eight collections of prose,
autnor o ) i .

sramstaior of jourteat e and lpr ofessor emeritus of
American lirerature @ ting at the University of New

/ Iampslu're.'

“A Reunion
at the New York Review O
that an essay about the do
appeared in such a forum, note as you re

not simply antitechnology.

sintic W 11
Charles Stmic ¥ as bort

Pu
hirty poetry colle
en poetry collecti
nd creative wri

Jith Boredom” was originally published on Simic’s blog
{ Books in 2011. Though it might seem ironic
wnsides of our ubiquitous computers first
ad the ways in which Simic is

Do people still suffer from periods of boredom even with comput-
ers, smart phones, and tablets to occupy them endlessly? There’s
also television, of course, which in homes of many Americans is
on twenty-four hours a day, making it harder and harder to find a
quiet place to sit and think. Even neighborhood bars, the old ref-
uge of introspective loners, now have huge TV screens alternat-
ing between sports and chatter to divert them from their thoughts.
As soon as college students are out of class, cell phones, and
iPods materialize in their hands, requiring full concentration and
making them instantly oblivious of their surroundings. I imagine
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