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Local Government in Texas 
What is the constitutional basis for local government in Texas? 


 


Click on the following link to get a better understanding of local government in 


Texas: http://texaspolitics.laits.utexas.edu/7_5_0.html  


 


City Government 


 


 City governments in Texas have broad authority to provide services, enact 
regulations and tax. 


 Cities may enact city ordinances, which are laws enacted by the governing 
body of a municipality to regulate such matters as building construction, 


land use practices, and driving habits. 


 Cities finance their operations by levying property taxes, sales taxes, and 
other taxes and service charges. 


 Cities and other units of local government are subordinate units of 
government, subject to the constitutions and laws of the US and the state of 


Texas. 


 A general-law city is a municipality that is limited to those governmental 
structures and powers specifically granted by state law. They are bound by 


Dillon’s rule, which is a legal principle that a city can exercise only those 


powers expressly granted by state law. 


 Home rule cities can take any actions not prohibited by state or federal law 
or the constitutions of the US and Texas. 


 


 


Forms of  Local Government: 


 Mayor-council – voters elect a mayor as the executive officer and a council 
that serves as a legislative body. The mayor and the council together make 


policy for the city. 


 


 Council-manager – city council/mayor appoints a professional administrator 
called a city manager to act as chief executive of the city. Role of the mayor 


is limited. 


 


 Commission form – voters select a commission whose members exercise 
both executive and legislative powers. 


 


What are some examples of places that use each form of local government? 




http://texaspolitics.laits.utexas.edu/7_5_0.html







 


 


Major budget items for city governments in Texas: police and fire protection, 


sanitation, streets, and health. What other items are included in the budget? 


 


Most important revenue source for cities: property tax. Then revenue from sales 


tax, federal aid, charges for services, fines and borrowing. 


 


 


County Governments 


 


 Texas has ______ (how many?) counties. Texas counties are general-law 
units of local government. County governments in Texas play a dual role in 


providing services to their residents and carrying out the functions of state 


government. 


 


 Responsibilities: law enforcement, courts, health, records, tax collection, 
elections, road and bridge maintenance and building, and various other 


functions 


 


 The commissioners court controls county governments: four commissioners 
and the county judge. 


 


 Individual commissioners control county government in their precincts. 
 


 Other officials: county sheriff, district attorney, county attorney, district 
clerk, county clerk, justice of the peace, constable, tax assessor-collector – 


What are the role of these officials? 
 


 Who directs voter registration in most counties in Texas? Who maintains 
legal records for district courts? Who is the county’s chief tax official? Who 


collects fees for automobile license plates? 


 


 Property taxes are the main source of tax revenue for county governments. 
What are some other revenue sources for county governments? 


 


 What is a major budget item (expenditure) for counties? 
 


 








 Independent school districts are units of local government that provide 
public education to district residents. The governing body for ISDs is the 


board of trustees. What is their main job? 


 


 The federal government, state government and local government (taxpayers) 
fund public education. Which one spends the most on public education in 


Texas? 


 


 How is public education governed? 
 


 


Parental choice is the educational concept that allowing parents to choose which 


school their children will attend will lead to improvements in educational quality 


because schools will compete for students. Is this a viable solution to improving 


educational quality? 


 


What are charter schools and how are they organized and governed in Texas? 


 


Special districts are units of local government created to perform specific 


functions. What are the most common types of special districts? They are created 


to provide services that other units of local government cannot or will not provide. 
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