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Rupton 2

asked if he could touch her face. . .. She told me he touched his fingers to
every part of her face. . . . She even tried to write a poem about it. . . . In the
poem, she recalled his fingers . . . over her face. In the poem, she talked
about what she had felt . . . when the plind man touched her nose and lips.

(pars. 2, 3)

The narrator seems to be going over and over the same creepy idea of a man
feeling his wife's face. It seems to disgust him that his wife and the blind man
communicated or expressed themnselves, perhaps because he seems incapable
of doing so. When his wife asks, “Are you drunk?” and says that he has no
friends, I got a feeling that the husband is an unhappy man who gets drunk
and acts “crazy” a lot and that his wife doesn’t really expect him to be very
nice (pars. 8-13). He's going to make fun of their guest (agking a blind man o
go bowling). The husband is sort of acting out, though he's mostly rude in his
own mind.

There's nothing heroic or dramatic or even unusual about these people
(except that one is blind). The events take place in.a house somewhere in an
American suburb and not too long ago. Other than the quantity of alcohol and
drugs they consume, these people don't do anything unusual, though the blind
man seems strange to the narrator. The ordinary setting and plot make the idea
of something as grand and cld as a Furopean cathedral come as a surprise at
the end of the story. I wondered if part of the point is that they desperately want
to get out of a trap they're in. 1 noticed that travel came up in the story. Part of
what drove the wife crazy with her first husband was moving around to
different military bases (par. 4). In paragraph 46, Robert tells us about his
contact with ham radio operators in places he would like to visit (Guam,
Alaska). The TV show takes Robert and the narrater on a tour of France, Italy,
and Portugal.

The way the narrator changes from disliking the blind man to getting along
with him must be important to the meaning of the story. After the wife goes up
o "get comfortable,” suggesting that they might go to bed, the story focuses on
the two men. Later she falls asleep on the sofa between them, and the narrator
decides not to cover up her leg where her robe has fallen open, as if he has
stopped being jealous. At this point the narrator decides he is "glad for the
company” of his guest (par. 84). The cooperation between the two men is the
turning point. The narrator is disgusted by blind people at first, and at the end
he closes his eyes on purpose. The two men try to imagine something and build
something together, and Robert is coaching the narrator. Robert says, “let’'s do
her,” and then says, “vou e doing fine” (pars. 115, 118, emphasis added). Ithink it
makes a difference that they imagine and draw a cathedral, not a flower or a cow

or an airplane. It's something made by human beings, and it's religious. I don't
think the men are converted to believing in God at the end, but this narrow-
minded guy gets past whatever he's afraid of at night and finds some sort of




