SAMPLE WRITING: RESPONSE PAPER

Aresponse paper may use a less formal organization and style than a loneer wo
formal essay, but it should not just be a summary or complete description of the
work. Indeed, a response paper could be a step on the way to a longer essas Taw
need not form a single thesis or argument, but you should try to develop your it
and feelings about the story through your writing, The point is to get your theugin.
in writing without worrying too much about form and style.

Almost everything in the following response paper comes directly from
notes above, but notice how the writer has combined observations, adding = fes
direct quotations or details from the text to support claims about the s
effects and meaning, Also notice that the writer cites the details from the seee h
referring to paragraph numbers. Some teachers may ask students to cite the wa
with page numbers instead.
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Response Paper on Raymond Carver's “Cathedral”

Not much happens in Raymond Carver's short story “Cathedral,” and az Sr=- 1

wondered what it was about and why it was called “Cathedral.” The narrator, the
unnamed husband, seems to be telling someone about the evening that Rober:,
a blind friend of his wife, came to stay at their house, not long after Robert's own
wife has died. After the narrator fills us in about his wife's first marriage and her
relationship with the blind man, he describes what the three characters do that
evening: they drink a lot of alcohol, eat a huge dinner that leaves them “stunned”
(par. 46), smoke marijuana, and after the wife falls asleep the two men watch TV,
A show about cathedrals leads the husband to try to describe what a cathedral
locks like, and then the men try to draw one together. The husband seems to
have a different attitude at the end: he likes Robert and seems excited about an
experience “like nothing else in my life up to now” (par. 131).

The husband's way of telling the story is definitely important. He is sort of
funny, but also irritating. As he makes jokes about sterectypes, you start to
dislike or distrust him. When he hears about Robert's wife, Beulah, he asks,
“Was his wife a Negro?” (par. 12) just because her name sounds like a black
woman's name to him. In three paragraphs, he flashes back to the time ten
vears ago when his wife was the blind man's assistant and the blind man




