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2 PartOne W The Qlassical Civitization of China

The Han

Not long after the deah of the First Eimperar, rebellions broke out against the
Qin. OFthe rebel leaders,the most formidable were Xiang Yu (233-202 B 1), 3
‘Chu aristocrat of great courage and charisma, and Liu Bang (247195 1.CE),
a man reputed to have ben of obscure orgin, with i cultural refinement but
personal shrewdness. According 1o late accounts, Liu Bang's shrevwdness pre-
vailed over Xiang Yu's courage, and by 202 1.C.., Liu Bang, known t posterity
s Gaozu, founded the Han dynasty, or more narrowly the Former ar Western
Han (206 1.C.5-0 1) (sec Figure 3.2.)

The Formative Years

Administratively,the Han bult on Qin foundations, but a substantive difference
between the carly Western Han and the Qin lay i the degree of politca central-
zation. Whereas the Qin attempted to rule the entir realm rom the stte capital,
this was ot feasible for the irst fve Han emperors. For one thing, Lis Bang had
10 reward the old generals and comsades-in-arms who had helped him to defeat
Xisng Yo by graming large teritores, Once frmly ctablished, hawever, h regret-
ted having given away so much teritory and wished to foretal any ambiions his
former generals and comrades-in-arms may have entertained. Under one pretext
or another, he regsined contral aver the lands sssigned and reincarporated the
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teritory into the empire. For ancther thing, the empire was o0 vast and difficult
to simply rule from the capital in Chang'an, so Liu Bang also cstablished king-
doms in the Esstfor members of his wn clan, his many sons,and theisrandsons
(sce Figure 3.3). In many ways, one could ssy tha the carly Han had rerurned to
the decentralizd system of the Western Zhou.

The decenralized system of rule proved, however, 1 be a source of rouble.
Perhaps more so than Liu Bang' old general and comrades-in-arms, members of
the imperial Liu family entrusted with kingdoms, enteriained ambitions of their
own. And despite rich gift and titesfram the cor, by the e of the Emperars
Wen (s, 180-157 5.c..) and Wo (5. 140-86 5.CE), Liu kings openly rebelled
againstthe emperors. Brnperor Wen had special dfficulty with his wayward sounger
brother, Liu Chang (c. 199-174 1..2.), also known to posterity as King Li. Liu
(Chang had violted sumpruary rules, sing the emperor's v carriage, and he had.
murdered and partcipatedina rbellion against i brother. Nevertheles, Erperor
‘Wenwas unviling to punish Liu Chang because he was the emperor’ st surving
brother, and the emperor oved hir. Not surprisingls; i was only a matte of time
before Lin Chang participaed in 4 rebellion sgainst the emperor. I strangly
werded memoriab, various satesmen, including a Vi, urged the emperor 1o punish
bis brother severely. Emperor Wen, as Sima Qian tells, acceded (althaugh cnly
relucantly), and Liv Chang was sent into banishment in the south in a cage.
Indignan, Liu Chang repartedly refused food and vater and died befre reaching his
destinaton. Hearing the news of his brothar's death ssddened Emperor Wen, and,
again according to Sima Qian, h then made the mistake of enfeofing Liu Changs
son, Liu An,king of Husinan, with s large teriory tht had once belonged to Chu.
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Inhis cum, Liu An grew 10 enterain dynastic ambitions of his own, Somewhat
mare refined and subtle than his father, Liu An was also well known during the
reign of his nepherw, Emperor W, as a great paron of earning. He commissianed
an encyclopedic work, the Huainansi, which contains essays on topics ranging
from myth to philosophy of government, geography, and astronomy. Howerer, in
154 ., Liu An reportedly rebelled against the cmperor, with hopes of super-
seding him. Although the ruth of the charges aganst him s unclear, Liu An,
slong with his wite, committed suicde. Hischildren were executed, and hi teri-
tory was absorbed.

The Quality of Han Rule

Tradivional scholarship tends to emphasize the differences between Qin and Han
rule, portraying the ltter as less tyrannical and authoritarian and correlating this
with differences in theories of governance. The Han ruling house, beginning with
‘Emmperor Wi (. 140-86 1.C.1.), purportedly adopted Ru doctines as state ortho-
oy Most scholars s 1o refer 10 this s “the victory of Confucianiem.” This
would lead us o expect the Han dynastic house 1 promote traditonal valucs as-
Sociated with Confucian thinkers, such as fils piety and benevolnt rule. To be
e, Han emperors supported traditions of learnin scholars now retrospectively
regarded a5 Ru and Emperor Wo was resporsible for establishing an imperial
cademy. Also, the carly Han rulers did a least pay lp service to vahues found in
the Anales, in pasticular, lal piety. From th reign of Emperor Wi o, call to
recruit “fllal sons” ino the imperial burcaucracy became frequen.

Nevertheless, it would scem that some hiserians exaggerated the diffrences
between the Qin and Han, for the carly Han regime was almost indistinguishable
from the Qin in & number of vays. For one, Han legal institutions show great
continuity with their Qin predscessors, even though Liu Bang reportedly sbol-
ished the harsh and intrusive Qin codes. Han adminisrative documents discov-
ered by archeologits in the st several dcades evealthat, ke s Qin predecessor,
the Han state was indecd harsh.

Perhaps the extant exarpl of how harsh the Han code could be i 2 egal case
narmated in & document buried in a tomb dating to 187 BC.E. As transhied by
Michael Nylan, i begins:

The statutes say: “In cach and every case where an offcer is ngaged
i business in connection with the imperial offices set upin the coun-
s, fhat oficer’s parents or wife dies, he s permivied for thiry days
10 80 home to seule his affirs, and if it i the offcer’s grandparents
o siblings who die, then he has fiteen days leave.

A person who commits 3 crime out of arrognce or anger (ahar)
has the head shaven snd he or she is sentenced to hard labor. The fect
are to be shackld in ron, and the offender is to be transported 10 3
county in Ba commandery to work in the salt mines.”





image10.png
hapter3 W The Early Inperial Period P

Next the document ntroducs the case of Worsan A, whose husband, an rmy
privite,had died ofillnss. As sppropriat, A and her mothar-in-aw named Su wiled
allnight next 0 thecoffin placed n thefron hallofthe house before burial This was
st should be; but A then ornicated with 8 man, B, in the house behind the coffin,
The next morning, the dead man's mother, Su, denounced A to the auhorites, and
A was apprehended. The ofcalswere uncetsn sbout hove to handie the case but
one proposed to have A sentencad to hard labor. His reasaning reads:

A woman s to horor her husband. Her place cames afer his parenis.
But here,when A's husband died, she expressed no decp sormou; nei-
ther did she wail. Quie the contrary. She engaged in consensual sex
i the vicinity of the dead. She should be charged according 10 the two
Statutes on unflis] conduct and “crimes committed thiough armo-
gance or anger” And cven though the offcer who apprehended her
did notprepare a proper case against her for adjudicaton by his supe-
riors, A’ sentence oughi to be hard labor without muliation.

Prurcnce aside, this caserevealsthat the Han state, like is Qi predecessor,
atempted to regulate relationships between parents and children as vell 25
betveen spouses and was as interested as it predecessorin penetrating into the
daily lives of ordinary people and punishing what mostof us now largely consider
10 be “personal” or “private” matters. But, n the one hand, & was, and remains,
hardly unique in this respect.

“The carly Han state showed great interest liks its Qin predecessor, in main-
taining controlover and extracing labar from the population. Many of the admin-
strative documents discorered from Han tombs show that the state required every
man, woman, snd child to regster their name, age, place of origin, and sex with
local authories. Bach year, every able-bodied adult man was required o perform.
service o pay for a substut. Failure to regser or perform service was seriously
punished. All Han subjects were further categorized into classe, according to their
Status. As vas the case in Qin times, high-staus individuals were punished on the
whole lessseverely than commoners o saves. Criminal ffenscs, especially minor
oncs that did not meri death o serious mutiaton, alo providsd the Han state
with sn additonal source of evenue: offenders were often put to work n the state-
‘owned salt and ion mines as wel as on buiding public works, such as city walls

The Xiongnu and Other Neighboring Peoples

From carly times the Han sate raded, negotiated, and fought with neighboring
peoples. During the Warring States Period such contacts became quite extensive,
including relations with wibal confederatons in Manchuria and Korea in the
Noriheast, with the inhabitants of the steppes to the Nordwest, and with the
peoples of the South. Before the reign of Emperor Wo, Han forign policy was
‘gencrally conlistory, but he adopted expansionist policis and by force of arms
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asseried Han conmol over the Southeast, including what is now Northern
Vietnam. He sl established Han colonies in Korea, where they grestly acceler-
ated the diffusion of Han culture into that peninsula and beyond 10 Japan.

It tarned out that both Korea and Vietnarm were suisble for the Hanstyle
agriculural way oflfe and gradually adspted a Han-style government snd higher
culure while rsisting Han political dominance.In contrast,a Han vay of life was
reelevant 1o the people of the grasslands to the Han empire’s north and north-
west The fequently antagonistic relaions between the nomads of the steppe and
the seuled people of the plains remained a persisent problem for two millennia.

The greatest nomadic challenge that faced the Western Han emperors came
from the Xiongnu, one of the nomadic groups that lived in the North and
Norihwest The First Emperor reportedly had the Great Wall buil a a cautionary
move and had even sent out an expedition against them. The Xiongnu threat
became truly ormidable under the sffective leadership of Maodun, who became
the ruler of the Xiongnu confederacy in 200 ... Under his kadershipy the
iongnu forced the Han court to make frequent concliatory gestures, such s
providing luury gifis and sending Han princesses in marriage 1o Xiongnu
princes. Bventualy, the Xiongnu leader had suffcient confidence to suggest mar-
riage to Liu Bang's widow, the Empress Dowager, so tht they could spend old
age ogether and unite thir realms. Aliaugh she was reportedly insulied by such
a proposal, the Empress Daowager lloved herself o be talked out of atacking the
iongnu. Instcad,she sent back a concilatory not to the Xiongnu leader, declin-
ing his proposal an the grounds that she was too old and ugly to be married!

The Xiongny, lik other nomads, were often formidable opponents because
Of their kil in warfare. For ther war xepresented merely a special application of
the skils of horsemanship and archery that they practiced every day in guiding
and defending ther flocks, It was thus not iffcul for them 1o conduct frequent
raids of Han teritory. In contrast, mliary service for a Han peasant required that
he interrupt the normal pattern of his lfe, eave his work, and undergo special
taining, The mobilty of the nomads was an ssset in ttack ss well 55 in defense,
fortravlinglighly with theie ocks and tents,the Xiongnu could clude Han il
tary expeditions and avoid complete destruction or permanent control, even when
the Han were able to mobilize thei superior resources in manpower and wealth.

Two sracgics for coping with the Xiongnu emerged in the Han court The
st prefered by the first Western Han emperors and ther advisors, was appease-—
ment by sending Han princesses as Xiongnu brides as well as expensive gifs as
payoft. The sccond strategy, which was adopted by Emperor Wi, invoved an
agsressive stance: sending large armics into the present-day Ordos region, Inner
Mongolis, Ganew, and Han Turkistan, To maintsin surveilance over these areas,
he csablished miltary colonies in strategi places and pressured locl rulrs and
chicfs o enter into tributary relaons. In addition to accepting Han suzerainty,
they were sequired 1o send princes 1o the capitl—ostensibly to receive a Han
ducation, but acuually 1o serve as hostages. Proponents of the second srategy
argued that appessement faled on two counts. It did nothing 1o prevent Xiongnis
raids on the frontiers, and & was expensive. Al the same, o aise revenue 1 pay
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for his wars with the Xiongnu, Emperor Wu instituted state monopalies on salt,
o, liquor, snd coinage. The alt snd iron industries proved to be an specially
sich source of revenues or imperial coffrs.

In rality, the proponets of more aggresive measures were corect at least in
terms of expense. The costs of payolf o the Xiongnu were high, perhaps as high
s 7 percent of the otal evenue of the empire.” Forwnately for Emperor Wu b
agsmessive strstegy ultimately suceecded. By 33 .5, the Xiongnu were 1o
longer the imposing miltary thrcat they had been. By that time, the wibes had
split into northern and southern federations, with the laer giving is allegance
tothe Han. Spliting the Xiongnu could be construcd s a victay: Struggles broke
out between Xiongau factons, much to the delight and satbfacton of a reieved
Han court.

Intellectual Movements

Most twentith-century sssessments of Han thousht were far fom kind. Even
today some commentators stres the relatvely conservative narue of Han think-
ers, who, unlike their Narring States predecessors, rarely departed radicaly rom
traditionsl ideas but developed, claborated, and synthesizd the insghis of
Warring States masters!? Less charitable commentators lament the derivative
nature of Han thought, it serilit, and even its lack of imellecual rigor ! The
most citcal commentators went o fur 3 1o condemn Han though as fancifl,
weak, and even inherently antcientifc. Such commentators also suggest that it
perceived lack of ntellctual energy was so debiltating that the Buddhist “con-
quest” of China (see Chapter 4) vas inevitabl as lirati thisted for a new infu-
sion of inellectual creatvity that was lacking in the indigerious tradition.” Han
thought i also stll sometimes depicted as constrained by imperial othodoxy and
bogged down in texuual study and controversics.

“The notion of an imperal orthod oy was based on a sris of misunderstand-
ings. True, Emperor Wi did ban sel-professed f1 masters (usually ranslated a5
“legaist), and he did indecd promoe the learning of the Ru (often wranslated as
“Confucian”). But this docs ot mean that he imposed & crackdawn on al non
Canfucian schools of thought, an imposibiity because there were o organized.
Schools of thought at tha e This thesis s sl implausible when one consid-
rs what the terms, often wranslated as legalis or Confucian, actualy meant in
their time. Fa i, for cxample, referred merely to experts on Statecraft-—nd not
to'a school that transmiteed the doctrines of certain Wartng States masters. Ry
Similasy, referred to those who were versed n the classics in general, a5 opposed
0 men who professed thei loalty 1 3 bady of doctrines or belicts. The classics
were simply from too many different sources and periods o present any single
coherent worldview:”

“The noton that Han thought was derivative, conservative, and othervise
uninspiring becomes less plausible when one consders some of its major accom-
plishments in historical writing and natural phlosophy:
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Bast Asia’s most admired history as wel as the first dynastic history was by
‘Sima Qian (c. 145-00 1.C.1.), the author ofthe Shi o the Histrical Recors Sima
Qi devored his i to the completion of a work begun by his father, a history of
his world from the legendary Yellow Emperor to his own day. The Shif compriscs
fve sections: the Basic Annals, Chronological Tables, Treaties, Hereditary
Houses, and Memoirs The tratises include essays on sites, music, pich pipes, the
Calendar, astronomy, the solemn frg and shan sacifces pexformed at Mount T,
the'ellow River and canals, and cconomics. The memoirs contain ccounts of the
livesof famous men, important palitical and milltary eaders, thinkers, and groups
Such as imperial avorites, merchants, and so forth. They also include accounts of
non-Han people.

Sima Qlan's work set a patern forlater histories. I form, somewhat modi-
fed, was followed by latr historians including Ban G (d. 92 C..), author of The
History of the Former Han (Hanghu).This histors; which is a record of the preced-
ing dynasty writen during and sanctioned by the succecding dynastyy was the irst
in o long seriesof such dynastic historics.

One characterstic of Sima Qin's wriing, shared by many carly and later
historians, s extensive quotation from original documents. Another is a careful
Scparation benween the narratie text and his own cditerial comments, To be sure,
‘Sims Qisn and others could o more transcend their times and origins than we
an. The very proces of selectian reveals personal values and ideal. Sima Qan
frely expressed his enthusiasm for poltical valor and virtue,his delight in clever
Stratagems, and his fascinston with charscter and personaly. His decp feclings
give life 1o his prose. A fine stlist and gified raconteur, he did not hesitte to
invent dislogues or tur to poctry to convey the full force of & hisorical person-
age’s feclings or personality.

A second major Han intellectual accomplishment was the completon of
philosophical order to accountfor all rality,cne tha probably began late in the
Warring States Period. Basc 0 the ffors of Han thinkers was the convicton that
the world was an arganic whole passing through time in dentifisblc phascs. Al
Phenomens, no matter how diverse, that shared any partcular temporal phase,
were held to be interrelated in a st of exensive comespondences.

"A'tex often used by Han thinkers to draw correspondences was the Ghares
(Viing). The Ghangesis of uncertain authorship or date, but most scholars belicve
that itwas an ancient divination manual. Sixty-four hesagrams and the commen-
tarcs on them form the heart of the book. Each hexagram was created by combin-
ing o trgrams, cach cansisting of three lines, ither broken or unbroken, and
sesulting in anly cight possble combintions. Similarly, there are only sixty-four
unique hexagrams:

A common method of divination was to select the appropriste hexagrarm by
counting the stalksof the milfil lant. The very concept f diination i bsscd on
the conviction that nature and man are interrlsted. By identfing the yin with
the broken line and the yang with the unbroken, the Viing dlustates the way this
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TABLE 3.1 Correspondences fo the Five-Agents System
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pair of concepts applies to everything. For example, the st hesageam represents
heaven, all yang, and the second hexagram represenis carth, allyin. The rest con-

St of combintions of the two.

Besides cortespondences that use yin e yang, there were various versions of
such correspondences, which employed Five Agents or Phases terminology and
other related systems. Table 3.1 is based on the order by which the Five Agents
were thought to produce cach other. Another Han armangement was fire-witer-
carth-avood-metl, the sequence in which the Agents overcome cach other.





image15.png
6 PurtOne W The Classical Ciilzation of China

The acceprance of the idea that
all phenamena are nterrlated n &
set of comespondences gave grat
Satsaction. It not only explained
everyibing but aso enabled humans
0 feel st home i the work, part of
a temporal ss well s spail contin-
wum. It provided both an impetus
0 the development of scince and
the basis for & sophisticaed theo-
setcl ramesvork fo explining the
world (see Figure 3.4). Because it
‘made Han invstigtors senitve 10
phenomena that interact without
k apparent physical contac it enabled

them o discover and explan phe-
FIGURE 3.4 Miror back Bronze, Esten Hon  mermena such s the sympathetic
ynasy dameter 677 in, Mirtors have been  vibration of musical mstruments
found n many lte Han tomos, thoush i and the workings of magnetiom.
& not dear what thei intanded fncton was.  Ameng the most noied sekntists
Some of them depict he cosmos and was Zhang Hen (75-139): mathe-
Corstalstions. (B The Cleveland Museumof  matcian (he caleulatd the value of
A, Gift of Drs. Thomas and Martha Caterin  pi), practical and theoretealasron-
Honorof Sneman . Lae, 1995.3) & omer, catographer (he invented

the grid systm for map making),
and inventor of a seismograph that registered the direction of carthquakes far
from the capital The Han Period alzo sw the rapid development o scupunctue.
‘Some of the most famous physicians o the era were Chunyu Vi (8. 176 1.C.6.),
Zhang Zhonjing (ca. 159-210 ¢..), and Hua Tuo (d.ca. 208 c.1.). Chunyt Vi
s known for leaving behind his records of patent consulation, which provides
s with the carlet pcture of medicsl prsctice in China. Zhang Zhongiingis bes
known s the author of the Diquisiions o Cold Damage Disardors (Shanghan un),
 masterpicce that sts forth guideline for dissmosis and formulss for restment
This tex sl consulted by practivioners of Traditional Chincse Medicine. Hua
Tuo is still credited by some historians of science by performing surgery vwith
ancethesi.

Poetry

Amon the postic remsins of the Han are the verses colleced by the Music
Burcau established by Eraperor Wo, These include hymns and songs for ceremo-
nial oceasions as well s @ group of fresh and simple folk songs. Originaly they
were sung 1o the sccompaniment of instruments such s the flue, 3 barboo
‘mouth organ kncwn s the sheng,the drum,the ute, or 2 stringed instrument that
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was the ancestor of the Japanese koro. The music has been lost, but the words
alone remain. The dynasy also produced good and important pocms in # form
lmiting lines 1 ve words cach

“The most characteristc and popular form, however, was the shapsody (i), 3
unique licrary genre that often ran to great lengths and combined pocry with
prose. There were prose introductions and conclusions, and there might be prose
inteludes berween the streams of verse. They were frequently in the form of &
poctic debste and drew on both the shetorical radiion of the Warrng States
Period and on the rich metaphors and fantastic allegarics of the Chu raditon.
Exotc terminology, verse caalogs, and ornamental embellishments enriched the
verse; butin the hands of kss than a maser,the form was apt o degencrate into
mere ostentation and arficialiy.Is thematic repertoie included royal hunts and
ceremanis, landscapes, the capital, fuuna and flor, female beauty, and musical

“The most highly regarded Han rhapsodist was Sima Xiangru (170-117 1.C.6),
 colorful man who 8= youn and poor scholar cloped with the widowsd daugh
ter of a wealhy merchant. Eventually his pocti giftswere recognized by Emperor
Wa and the poet received a post at court

Gender

The secvaluation f tradiional culture that began late in the nincteenth century
and prevailed afer the May Fourth Movement of 191, gave ris to s dismal view
of the lotof women as oppressed by Goncanion, a term often used as shorthand
for classical et culure. In this sense, Confucianism was denounced s a con-
servative, patriarchal, and highly gendered.ideology that prevailed during and
afte the Han and dictated that women were o be subardinates to fathers, hus-
bands, and sons; tha they were to be confined to domesti affirs; and that they
were to be submissive and weak This dismal picture suited the modern agendas
of missonaries nd progressives bent on contrasting thei vision of 4 modern and
Westernized society with a glooms picture of traditional society as sexully
oppressive, unequal, and backward. To cie @ famous cxample, Mao Zedong
asserted tht his revolution would free wamen from the four cords that bound
thems politcal sutheriy,clan authority, elgious authority, and the authority of
husbands

Support for this view was drawn from a limited number of pasages in the
Classcs,such ssthe observation attibuted to Confucius in the Analers“Woman
and people of low birth are very hard to deal with. I you are frendly with them,
they get aut of hand, and f you keep your distance, they resent it Along simi-
ar line, another classical text observes: “The complaints of & woman sre
withour end. "

“This pcture of bath the deology and the actualtyis not without s problems.
For one thing, it s based less on carcful readings of extant sources than on pas-
Sages taken out of thei larger contexts, Take the justcited excerpt from the
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Analucs. Commentators have been fiercely debating its meaning for millennia.
Is it general statement about wamen and their lack of worth or 8 more limited
observation about male servants and young women More 1o the point, however
‘awful,this emark s mitigated by other statements atributed to Confucius in the
Analees, passages expressing the view that women could serve 35 ministers to
Sage kings snd credifing virtuous women for having played 3 rol in cresting &
moral sovernment. Similarly, one should be wary of reading too much into the
sccond passage (“A woman's complaint are without end"), oftn cited inisola-
tion and ignoring the dircctly preceding sentence: “The virtue of 2 woman is
without bounds.”

“The textual secord suggests that Han elites imagined that virtuous men were
physicaly courageous even as children. For example, thee is the story of Boyu,
n ancient sage who cried aftr his mother beat him with a stck for misbehaving.
Accordin 10 onc Han sccount, he crying took his mother aback because he had
never before wept during abeating. When she asked whyhe wept, Boyu reportedly
observed, “Before, when I offended you and you beat me with the stick [ often
el pain. But today your faling strengih could not make me fee pain. Ths i why
T am weeping”* As ths famous tae of il devotion reveals, Boyu's devotion to
bis mother is uch that he rjoices in painful bestings. His cmpathy for her over-
rode his fea of physical pain or discomort.

‘Not only were virtuous men supposed to be physiclly courageous, but they
were also ntelcctualy precocious and learmed. The wope of intellecually preco-
cious and leamed male children frequently recurs in Han-period texs. For
cxample, at the age of cight, Ban Gu, the historian already encountered, was said
tohave been well versed in—or even to have completely memorized —the histories
and the Oe

‘Another characteistic commonly admired in men was the abilty to mourn
 parent or friend decply.and in accordsnce with ritual dictates. Accordingh,
Ma Guang, a former army general, was reportedly 3 “man small of stature, cau-
tows in mind, but when he moumed for his mother, he was devastated.” Another
source notes how Ma Guang mourned his mother. “His sorrow wis o very
decply flt, his feclingsso wounded, that his form became altered and his bones
stood out®

As Michacl Nylan shows, Han clite by and large imagined virtuous women
in similar erms. Women, like men, were supposed to be physically courageous
and intellecually precocious and leamed and able to moum their parents
decply. Take for cxample, Empress Dowager Deng Sui (81-121 C.6), who
would lster become the virtusl uler of the empire. One historical record
describes her 3 follows:

‘When the future empress wassix years old, her grandfather] Deng Yu
doted on her,so e wok it upon himself o tim her hair. Now a5 he was
‘age and his eesight was blurred, Deng Y ance happened to hurther
with the sissor,but she bore the pain without saying anythin [because:
she dida't want to hurt her grandfather’s ecings].
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Like Boyus, Den St even 55 @ smll child, was reportedly physicaly coura-
geous and exceptionally solicitous of her grandfather's fechings. Like Ban Gu,
Deng Sui was slso intelcctualy precocious

At the age of seven, she could handle history texs; a thirteen, the
Odks snd the Analbs Whenever her elder brother read the claescs
and commentarics, she would immedistely express her idess and
pose difficult questions

Finally, virtuous women like Den Sui mourned the passing of thei parents
decply. According to her biographer, when her father died, the furure Empress
Dowager reportedly cried all night and refrained from cating salty vegeabls for
three years. She became so cmaciated that her friends did not recognize her.*

‘Government and society were patriarchal, but recent scholarship has also
pointed ot that the classical traditions were not patrirchal to the point of
emphasizing a man's relationship to his futher and playing down. the central
importance of the mother-son bond. Han clite and, in particulr, Eastern Han
elites certanly recognized the centralimportance of the mother-son bor.

“The closeness of the mother-son bond was celebrated in Han literature
a5 well as art There were pictorial celebrations of the mother-son bond, such.
as that of the sage Zengz and.
his mother (sce Figure 3.5),
whoallegedly even had povers
of telepathic communication
According 10 8 firstcentury
account, Zengziwas outof the
house gathering wood in the
wild when s viitar came to
the house. Secing that Zengzi
was gone, the guest wanted to.
leave; but Zenga's mother
urged him to stay, observing
that her son would son be
back. She then pinched her
Iet arm, and at that moment,  FIGURE 3.5 Zengaiand his mathes. Ths ims:
Zengzi slso felt 3 pain i his  tsken fom the Wolang shrn o Norhest Chins,
Iet arm. Upon revurning, he 3 nine ionged 03
asked his mother why her localy prominent family that fourshed i
arm bt ry .5 Ths pariculr site contains

There were also, quite  mary depicions of historical and semstorical
strikingly, fgurines of mothers  epeodes. Among the depictins st mary that
nursing newber infants. One. 2 offial 5o and vituous tepmothers
image expresses the ancient 1g30d Feng Yunyusn . 1821
conception of hebreast (ving) /i shisuo [Reprinted: Shanghai Shangus s,
as the seat of closeness” 1934, 316-19)
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covatedfiom
S, dste tothe Estern Han cymaty. I 3 sl
suiking mage, it captres he very ncton of th closenss
between mother nd chich

(see Figure 3.6). The closeness o the mother-son bond was slso prominent i
‘mourning rinals. Bulogists wrote the mest poignant nscriptions for sors who had

Lost their mothers. Cansider the following inscription commissioned by 2 son
whose mother had died i 185 C.t.

‘There s a saying among men

“The humane will be long-lved.”

They ought o enter cternal I,

Become gray and wiened without end.

Bright Heaven has o pity.

I visis upon us this crue calamity.

Sickin her chamber, I with an incurable chronic llnes,
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Bitter and paincd, wasted and hurt,
Gricving and saddencd the filalson

He wasvery fearful, very worried

That her spirt could not be raised.

There was o medicine that he did not sdminister o provide her.
Alas, greatsorrov was this indecd!

‘At this, the Blil son waled out for such 2 long time

That her vita energies, having stopped, be restarted.

Crying out and calling he proclimed his riet.

He did not know his crime.

May Bright Heaven, Lord on High,

Pity the orphanlef behind,

Who sceks, longs for her roaming spri

Docs anyone lnow where it now resides?”**

Changes in Political Econony during the Han Period

During the four centuries discussed in the chapte, the sociocconomic configura-
o ofthe empire was transformed . Whereas early Han rulers attempted to foster
conomic equality in ruralarcas, thir ist- and second-century successors made
fewsttempts to prevent socisl and cconommic stratiication. The result was not anly
a considerable widening of the gap between the wealthy and the poor but 2l the
weakening of cental pover and authorit.

From the vanquished Qin, the carly Western Han emperors inherited goals of
conomic rationalizaion and state building. Their eforts, however, were often
thvearted by large landholders and local magnates, many of whom may have been
the descendants of Warring Staes families who had ruled walled setlements. Han
emperors ried 1o remove them from their ocal bases, forcing them to relocate
cither 1o the capital or to distant frontier regions. Emperor Wu and his advisors
als0 deployed “harsh oficials” to various localities through the empire. Armed
with diecrives, these offcals cagerly prosecuted the local elites as wel a errant
memmbers of the imperial iy

Like their Qin pred cessars,the founders of the Western Han realized that the
£t of their dynasty was linked to the fortune of smal pessant landholders. Here
more than humanitarissiem or philsnthropy was at werk: there were alo solid
fiscal reasons. Because twxes were collected per houschold, not per capia, @
reate number of houscholds meant greaer tx revenues. Furthermore, it tended
0 be much casier 1o collct taxes rom small houscholds rather than large land-
holders who had resources for hiding thei wealth Fom tax collectors o who, i
many cases, were themselves the tax collectors. Thus, it was n the interet of the

RS 2 3 150 e i °
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income for anc year. In additon,

the costs of illness, death, buria,
and special government evies,such as milary taxes, were not covered under this
budget. Droughtllnes, burial costs, and even additional government taxes could
force smalllandholders to go under. I that happened, the landholder would have
t0 sl his or her land to a lsndlord and become @ tenant farmer and dependent
From the standpoint of the central government, manors meant double trouble:
they not only entaied les tax revenues but also commanded suffcient resources
10 support armics capable o challenging the dynasty

In their effrts o keep smal landholders solvent, Essly Han emperors tried
several measures. I some case, hey seized and from arisocrats, merchans, and
wealthy offcals and redisributed i 0 the poor. They also made grants of public
lands 1o the poor, & pracice that continued until the beginning of the second
century .. These land grants vere usually teritorcs in the West and South,
which were cither underpopulated or not yet under culvation. The siuation was
Something like that in nincteenth-century America when the government gave
‘away land to anyone who was willing 1o stle it Another important way in which
emperors and their adisors sought o improve the lot of small landholders was to
develop sgricultural improvements such 35 ordering the repsir and crestion of
new irigation systems. This was necessary because drought was  persistent prob-
Lem in the North China Plin, the heartand of the Han Empire. In addition, they
provided subsidies to small landolders: sed. grain, iron farming implements
(sehich replaced lower-qualiy wooden ones), and draf animals, Finall, they put
2 monopoly on iron production 1 lower the cost of more effetive iron imple-
ments® All of these improvements vere intended to increase the agricultural
productivencs of peasant farmers and keep them out of debr.

Despite thei best fforts, the Western Han government lrgely fsled to kecp.
small landiolderssolvent. One important reason for this was that Han agriculture
favored economics of scale in which profts ise as investments increase. The uter
included improved farming equipment as well 2 drat animals 10 do the vork
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today performed on most American farms by ractors. In theory, smalllandhold-
ers should have benefted from the development of technically advanced plovghs,
sced drills, weeders, and the lik, but they did not, hrgely because the mprove.
mens were oo expensive. As scen carle, under favorable conditons, small farm-
ere could barely bresk even, It slone buy cuting-edge farming cquipment
Instcad, these agriculural improvements benefited only landlords, who could
afford to invest in therm, The landlords did in fct make use of these mprove-
mens, and cansequently they, a5 opposed 1 the smal landholders, enjoyed
reate productivity and more profit and ukimately acquired more Land Ironicall,
these agricultural improvements not orly failed t kecp peasants out of debt but
also contributcd to the incresing g5p in wealth.

Perhaps the most important reason the early Western Han cmperars failed to
keep smal landhalders solvent had to do with the compositon of the buresucracy.
Early Han emperors had wanted 10 keep their miltary and economic power cosc
o home. o do so, they made ther rlatves, matermal 4 wel as pateral, rlers
of vast teitaics, The rulers sl secruited such relaivesinto the imperial burcau
cracy. Yet, a ilustrated by Emperor Wen's trouble with his brother, blood tes
were far from relible, and within a generaton of the founding of the dynasty,
Western Han emperors faced rebellons from their brothers, cousin, and even
sons. As 2 result, by 154 .C., the emperor, afir considerable urging, had
decided 1o eliminate potentally troublesome relaves. But by doing sa, he Iet &
vacuum in government To staff his burcaucracy, he had no choice but o turn o
men of local prominence, wealth, and standing—in other words,landlords.

By the end of theWestern Han dynasty, the consequences of bringing land-
lords to pover became clear, as many of them attempted to reverse st poli-
cies not to their liking. In 81 1.C.L., the court convened to discuss the merits
of Emperor Wa's cconomic policies,in particula, the monopoly on salt and
iron. The debate and itsrecord came to be knovn as the “Debate on Salt and
Iron” (Vantielan). On one side were oficials who defended the late emperor's
policies, headed by the Lord Grand Secretary, a man of mercantile background,
‘Sang Hongyang (152-80 .CE). On the other side were a group of oficils,
refersed to only as the Ru, who atacked the lae emperors polices and who
represented the intercsts of the landlords. The Lord Grand Secretary snd his
allies argued that the monopoly was necessary for the scurity of the empire
and beneficial to the population:

The Xiongnu have frequently revolied against our sovercignty and
pilaged our borders.... The former emperor [Wu] wok pity upon the
people of the border areas who for o long had suffered disaster and
hardship and had been carried off a5 captives. Therefore he et up
defense statons, established a system of warning beacons, and garri-
Soned the ovtying arcas to ensure theirprotection. But the resources
Of these arcas were insufficent, and so he estblished the salt, Fon,
and liquor monopolics and the system o equitable marketing in order
o raise more funds for expenditures at the borders. Now our crics,
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who desire that these measures be ablished, would empty the trea-
Suries and deplete the funds used for defense, They would have the
men who are defending our passes and patralling our walls suffer
hunger and cold.

‘The opponents ofth state monopolis, however, disagreed. The policies, they.
noted, sprung from the pursut of profit. “Never,” they sid, “should materisl
profit appear a5 a motive of government” According o these men, acting an the
wrong motives would have dire results, corrupting the marals of the peasants and
leading them to sbandon sgriculure:

But now i the provinces the sal, iron, and liquor monopolies and
the system of equitable masketing have becn established to compete
with the people for profit, dispelling rustic gencrosity and teaching
the people greed. Therefore those who pursue primary occupations
farming] have groven few snd those ollwing secondary occupations
irading] numerous. As srtifice increascs, basic simpliciy declines;
and a5 the secondary occupations flourish, those that are primary
sulfer. When the sccondary s practiced the people grow decadent,
but when the primary is practced they are simple and sincere. When
the people are sincere then there will be sufficent weslh and goods,
bt when they become extravagantthen fmine and cold will ollow.

‘Sang Hongyang and his alles st the argument. Not long afier, he and &
mumber of other offcals found themselves implicated in  plot o kil the powerful
regent. Along with ther clans, Sang and his alieswere executed. And with Sang's
xccution came the beginning of the end of an era of dynastic expansion, court
power, and policiesdesigned to regulate and shape the direction of the cconomy.

“The cffcts of bringin andlords to par can also be seen in the careerof the.
imperial uncle, regent, and usurper, Wang Mang (s. 0 .C.-23 C.1.). Wang Mang
rose 1o power around 0 1.C.&. and apparely made ane last efor 1o addses the
ap in wealth. In 9 .., he atempted o “nationalze” and redistribute land, an
attempt that hearkened back to carler calls o implement the “well-eld” sytem,
it described by Mencius. Belicved to have been sn sncient manner ofLand tenure,
the well-fieldsysem providedfor lnd to be divided int nine square ke  ic-tactoc.
board. Bight familes were given use of the cight oute squares, and the remaining
cental square was worked by al familics with the grain going 1 the state.

In addiion t attempting to implement the well-field system, Wang Mang also
ried to it large landioldings and prohibited savers. He reintroduced gaovern-
‘ment monopolicson <alt and iron and instiruted the so-called Five Equalizations,
policies that fixed the price of stable goods and provided govemment loans to
farmers. Unsurprisingly Wang Mang's policies vere unsuccesshul, in large part
because he met with fierce resistance from powerful landlords. One of these, Liu
i, the fure Guangwu emperar, vas a descendant of the L imperil clan.
With the support of lunded interess from his local base, Lt Xis cverthrew Wang.
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Mang, “resoring” the Han dynasy in 25 C.&. and moving the capital o Luoyang
in the East (hence,the name of the Lateror Eastern Han). " In fact, Guangwus
“restoration” represented s decisive end to attemprs to save the smal landholders
from the encroachment o powerfl landlords.

For smal landholders, borh developments —the unintended effects of agricul-
tural improvements and the politcal rise of landiords —were disastrous. And
indecd, by the beginning of the Esstern Han dynssty, independent smal land-
holders were Largely a thing of the pas.Instead, more than half o the entire Han
‘population were now tenant farmers, and large manors had come to dominate
‘China's cconomic scene. By same accouns, marors made up s much 25 65 percent
of the total land under culivation. *

“The manor sstem, at the heart of the emerging sociocconomic order during
the subscquent Six Dynsties Period as well as during Han rule, can be summarized
a5 follows. The owner o the manor was samething of a lord, who had dependents
‘Dependents ypically were of o kinds: enant farmers and reainers. Tenant
ers were ofin former small lndhoklers snd their descendants, who had been
forced by ccomormic pressures to sl thei I to  asge landholder. Posessing no
Land of their own, they world then rent land from the large landolder. Most imes,
about half of their agriculiural yield would g0 to the rge landholder 25 rent
Retaincrs, on the other hand, provided military srvice i eturn for suppart and
protction. The relationship betveen these two kinds of dependens and the large
landiolde was cerainly ot cqual and often not entely voluntary:

‘The existence of manors is attested o not only by literary sources but also
by Han mortuary art (see Figures 3.7-3.10). Some late Eastern Han tombs

FIGURE 3.7 ullng and husking grsin. Tor ties such s this
one provis much nformation on he es of ordinar pacple
Guting the Han chnast. These ts ofe s sriking cortras o the
Kind of st found n North Ching n he same perad. n Sichusn s
mare naturalstc parspactive amarged. Many of the fgures
repraserted st n scake, and they mave sl space. O
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Rent collcton. This sl i taken from »
sacond century Schuanese o, provides mare diect
exidance of the exstanceof manars. Mancet hétorians beliece
this partclar mural shows a rant collection scenc, where tenant
farms bring thei rent n ki 10 3 epresartatie of the large
landnolder, possly s mansger

St mining, Soma tenant farmars ko mine slt
nd on, s tis muraldepicts. The depicton o tenant armers
working the sl and ron min of 3 rge lsncholder & quts
Siking consdaring that bafors the e of th Westam Han, sl
nd ko miing were monopalzed by the Han stte
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FIGURE 3.10 Miliary stockades, second certury ¢, Sichuan.
One important aspect of manar lfe was deferse. As mentioned
oo, etsines (binke) provided private miktary senice 10 3
Iarge landhaldar i feturn fo supgort nd protecton. Not
surprsingly some marak, such s ths ane, 30 show that manors
were sometimes fully stocked wth waspons The resson manors
ad defense systems ws tht, by the end of the dynasy,central
ule inlocalties had collspsed. Thus,locsl popultions, both
oot and rch, were winerable 1o attads from bandits 5 well a5
to eoaliors. &

depict the sources of their occupant's wealth. For example, the mural shown in
Figure 3.7 depicts men hulling grain. This s certainly not 2 representation of a
small famsily operation, for at least three reasors. First, most peasant house-
holds would ot have had four adult males because of the reltively smal size
Of the family—on average five 10 six members—and infant moriality. Second,
the men are depicted using sophisticated hulling machines that would have
been economically out of reach for smal landholders on the brink of fling
into deo. Third, the fact tha they are using hulling machines sugsests that the
men were not producing for their own consumption. Hulling and husking
removes the outer portion ofthe rain, leaving behind a refned white sarch that
was the food of the Han clitc,not the peasaniry. These ressons indicate that the
men represented were the tenant farmers who rented their land from large
landholders
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The Fall of the Han

Two late second-century millensrian rebelions in particular proved devestating
to the Han state. The frst was the Yellow Turbans (Huangin) rebellion, which
Swept the Northeastin 184 .1. The second was the Celestial Masters Tianshidao)
movement, which is lso known by s variety of names including the Five Pecks
Of Grains (Wiadowni) or Rice Thieves (Mizei). The later, which arose during the
reign of Emperor Shun (125-144 C.8.), came to control parts of present-day
Sichuan, @ tesritory the size of France thar had played an important role in the
‘expansion of Qin panwer. The Celestial Masters were able o hold the prefectural
Capital for almost half a century before the varlord Cao Cao (155-220 C.) was
able to extract a pledge of fealy from the leaders of the movement n 215 C..
‘The movement was scriously dsmaging 10 the dynasty,not only because of the
Loss of a huge terriory but aso because Sichuan was the ¢conormic breadbasket
of the empire.

Besides the millary weskness of the dynasty, one reason the Celesial Masters
were able to seize and hold a huge and economically important Han teritory for
50 long was s gcography.Sichuan had and continues to have one of the best natu-
ral defense systems in present-day China, because i bordered by mountains on
three sides. As such, i was ot difficult fo the Celestial Master armies o hold off
attempts by  palitcally and milarily weak dynasy.

“Anothe resson the Celestial Masters were abl to hold Sichuan, much to the
dewiment of the Han, was that the Celestial Masters were wel organized. Far
from being a chaotic peasant movemen, the Celestial Masters, once in control of
‘Sichuan, reportedly moved 1o il the power vacuum. The leaders created their
‘own bureaucracy; one largely modeled afte the Han government. But legend has
it that the Celestial Masters burcaucrscy had one distnctive characteristic: cach
post was filled ot by a single man, but by & husband snd wie.

“The Celestial Masters slso created & coherent theology, one that served to
‘cement the autharity of its eaders and Iegitimize is rul. To be sure, most infor-
mation about the Celestial Masters theology i filered through hostil sources,
and, as such, i is often dificul to separate fact Fom fiction. Nevertheless,judg-
ing from what our sources say, the Celestal Masters appear to have becn in
charge of a fath healing movement. 1t origins, unfortunately, ase unclear, aside
from the fact that the Daodsjing appears to have been used by some adherents as
4 sscred text.

Lore has it that the movement’ legendary founder, one Zhang Daolng, vas
from the Eastern Han capitalin Lucyang. Afir banksuping his fumily in quixoric
attempts 1o discover the elici o immortliy,he decided o g0 1 Schuan because
he heard that the nhabitants there were easily duped.This i probably a bascless
rumor, a isinhabitants were very cosmopolian and educated. In any event, cle-
mens of Zhang Daolings theories about heslth merged with native, even non-
Han, religion 1o form & new theology with several unusual characteristics,
including the belif that physical illncss was the resul of a sn. Conversel, cure
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from an ilness weas  sign tha a person had repented. Another ineresting aspect
of the theology was nheried guit (cheng ) the idea that the sins of the parcnts
were iheritd or visted upon descendants, The theclogy also had a heavily deistic
‘companent. Heaven (ian) was not simply an impersonal force, but a god who
punished sinners and rewarded good peopl.In this belif system, carly death s
asign of personal or familil wickedness;longevity was a sign o personl or fumil-
alvirue.

Rebellions were not the only serious threat 10 the dynasty. Factional fights
between cunuch cliques and members of consort clans, alled with powerful
burcaucrats, broke out sporadically in the second centurs. The roots of these had
t0do with the factthat cunuchs, ke consorts, enjoyed ey acces tothe crperor.
‘Bumuchs were deliberately chosen from insignificant famlis to ensure that they
would have o outside loyalies but would be solely dependent on imperial fivor.
This dependency commended them to strong-willed ruler ik the founder of the
Later Han his weaker successors, hawever, sometimes became the instrumerts
rather than the masters of the cunuchs. Earler,in the Qin and during the last half
century of the Western Han, individual eunuchs had become powerful but never
before had cunuchs a5 & group sttzined the prominence they achicved in the
secand century, a development that would foreshadaw events duing the Ming
dynasty (1368 1644). The cunuchs were even granted the right to perpetuate
their power by adopting “sons” to create ersatz familes. Not surprisingl; the
power of cunuchs was resented by members of the consort clans and powerful
offcials By 166 ., ensions came to a head when & group of cunchs sssasi-
nated an elderly satesman. Open fighting broke out, and cunuchs scized control
Of the court, exccuting poverful opponents and banning hundreds of powerful
offcils and their followers from holding office. This cpisade, known as the
Proscription, lasted cightcen yesrs and was responsible for croding burcaucratic
morale and local support for the dynasty.

Powerful varlords, who had srong cconomic bases in the provinces, also
threstened imperalrule. Such men inchided the corpulent Dan Zhuo, who s
responsible for the buming of the Han capital in 190 C.&. Besides Dong Zhuo,
there was Cao Cao, a man of obscure background who hld the North and who,
as seen carier, managed to pacify the arca controlled by the Celestial Masters
Craf ruthless,and ambitious, Cao Cao had rivals. They included Yuan Shao, the
scion of an old, aristoeratic faily, Liu Bei,a member of the Han imperial lans
and Sun Quan,a southern warlord. The four vied for supremacy, and eventually
the Yuans were liminated. When Cao Cao died, his son, Cao Pi ended the iction
of Han rule. Cao Pi founded the Wei dynasty and state, but h faled n his atempt
o reunify the empire.

Chapter Notes and Suggestion:
are located in the Appendix.
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LTHOUGH QUN RULE was shortlived, is unificaion of China in 221 1.C.5

was the beginning of some four hundred years of imperial rule. Building on
Qi foundations,the Han erected  more lasting political structure and reshaped
Chinese civlzaion. It became a great mperial power camparable to Rome in
vigor,achievements, and complexity while creating an even mors powerfullegcy.

Fallowing convention, we divide the Han into the Forme or Western Han
(206 .C.1.-9 C.:) with it capial in Chang’an and the Late or Eastern Han,
(25-220 C..) with its capital in Luoyang, urther cas. Asindicated by our time-
line, the Xin dynasty (923 .., stablished by the regent and usurper Wang
Man, intervened but filed to sustain telf. Inthe end, & member of the impe-
sl Liu clan wrested control of the empire and resstablished the dynasey in
Luoyang.

The Qin

To mst people living outside China, the Qin dynasty (221-206 1. 1) s famous
for two monuments: the army of terra-cott soldiers found in Xi'an and the Great
Wl (of which much lstr sdditons are sill visible). It is slzo argusbly the most
notorious ofal carly East Asian regimes.Today, both in China and clsewhere, the
Qin has come to epitomize suthoritarisn ule and imperial yrsnny. The truth,
howerer, is more complicated.

Sources and Historiographical Problems

The negative imase ofthe dynasty is based on traditonal assessments that cmpha-
siae three themes: th repressiveness of Qin rule, the harshness of severity of it
insitutions, and the folles o i rulers. The most cloquent exposiion of the re-
pressivences of Qin rule is found in *The Fauks of the Qin,” 3 famous cssay by
the Han scholar-official,Jis¥s (201168 1.C.5.), who castigates the First Emperor
o Qin Shihuans:

He reached thepinnacle ofpower and ordered al nthe Six Disccions,
whipping the rest of the world into submisson and thus spreading his
might through the Four Sexs.... He then abolished the ways of ancient
Sage kings and put o the torch the wrtings of the Hundred Schools
in an stiempt 1o keep the people in ignorance. He demolshed the
walls o the major cies and put to death men of fame and tlent, col-
lected all the arms of the realm of Xianyang, and had the spears and
arrowheads melted down 1o form twehe huge statues in human
Torm—all with the sim of weskening his people.

Jia¥i here alludes o the First Emperors notorious decision in 213 ... Jia Yi
elieved that this poicy was intended to “keep the people n ignorance.”
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Most expasitons ofthe second indictment, Qin harshness, revolve around the
burdens levied upon commoners through conscript labor. Conscript sbor was
vied upors all able-bodied adult males in the realm, ususlly in the form of labor
o miliary service. Periodical the state required local official t regiter the
name, place of orgins,stanss, and age of every person under his jurisdiction. With
this information, the government was able to estimate the size of i conscript
Lbor force and buid large-scale public works. The best known ofll public works
s the Great Wl built by linking carlier wallsrased by states against cach other
and intended to protect the cmpire from hostle, nomadic groups. Restored by the
Ming dynasty, it tll can bescen just north of Beiing. According to Han accounts,
the Grear Wall was buil with conscipt lbor.

‘Ottier impartant public works projecs that used conscript labor include nct-
worksof roads that ran fom one end of the empire to theother,as wel as irigation
and transportaton canals. With conscript laber, the Qin stte also buit 2 lavish

‘mausoleu for the First Empere.

His tomb has yet 10 be excavated,
but if we believe Han accounts, it
was & wonder (sce Figure 3.0

According to the famous historian
Sima Qun (c. H0-c. 90 n.CE),
Seven hundred thousand conscrpts
“dug theough subterrancan srcams
and paured molten copper for the
outer coffn, and the tom was lled
with models of palaces, pavlions,
and office, 25 wel as fine wssels,
precious swones and raites” The
First. Emperor wanted his 1omb to
seplicare more than his palice; he
wanted to secreate the entre world
within the tomb. “All the country’s
streams snd the Vellow snd the
Yangsi Rivers were reproduced. in
quicksilvr and by some mechanical
means made to flow into 3 minia-
ture ocean; the heaverly constella-
tons were shown sbove and the
regions of the canth belov”

“The third theme in traditionsl
‘accounts o the Qin focuses on the
FIGURE 2.1 Ters-cots warror gusrng  purported flles of the emperors.
the omb o the Frst Emparor Aftoughthe  For example, according to Sima
tombis et e excavated, chscologsts  Qian, the First Bmperor invested
have discovered s conplete tracotts amy  great_energy in his mausoleum

because he had 2 pathological fear

[ ——

inthe immedite ey o te tom.
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of death. And by the end of his reign, like many contemporary clies, he became
obsessed with avoiding death but took it to new extremes when he sponsared
fuile expeditions to find immortality elixrs, including one that involved sering
 score of young men and women o mythicalislands.With ag, hs obsession grew
<o strong that none of his ministers dared to wse the word death n his presence.
Not only did the First Emperor have s pathologial fear of death, but—by Sima's
‘account—he was no les than @ megalomaniac. Once, at the end of his ule, the
mperor made a tour of the realm, Arivng in the East, he visited the most sacred
mouniin, Mount Tsi, and decided to scal it heights and leave three nseriptions
to bear everlsting witness to his achievements. Rather immodestl one of the
inscriptons, ranslted by Martin Kerm, proclaims

The August Eraperor embodics sagehood,

And aftr having pacifed sl under Heaven

He has ot been remis in rulership.

He rises caly, retirs at at night;

He stablishes and sets up enduring benclis,

Radiates and lorifics His teachings and instructions.

His precepts and principes reach al around,

The distant and the near are completely well-ordered.

And all rceive His sage il

The noble and the mean are disinguished and made clear,
Men and women embody compliance,

Cautious and respectfl o their profesions and dutics,
Distinerly demarcated sre the inner and outer spheres,
Nothing thatis not clear and pure,

Extending down to thelater descendants.

His transforming influence reaches without limit

May (latr ages) respect and follow the decrees He bequeaths
‘And forever accept His solemn warnings!

There sxe ressons to doubt a lsst some of the sories that have come down
0 us about the First Erperor. True, he may wel have IeR three inscriptions on
‘Mount Tai, but v must bear in mind that accounts such as Sima's were witien,
b court historians employed by the Han victos.Jens Ostergard Petersen, o one,
has questioned the conventional accounts o the Qin. With respect 1o the burning.
of the books, after carful cxaminstion of the cxtant textusl recard, Petersen con
Cluded that the messure was far mare limited than previously thought. Such &
measure did not spply to ll philoscphical disquisitions but st to compiltons of
didactic hisorical anccdotes that the Qin stste regarded as having “Fagmented
formand petty concerne” e necd to take with 8 grsin of sal undeniably ant-Qin
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Stories the point of which is to discredit and even slander the Qin rulng house.
Cansider the following also by Sima Qian, depicting the mother of the First
‘Emmperor as 2 nymphomaniac:

While the First Bmperor was growing up, the licentiousness of the
‘Queen-dawager did not cease. L Buwei feared it might be discov-
cred and that disaster would befal him, so he secrety sought a man
named Lao Al who had 3 tremendous penis, and made him his
reminer. At times he would indulge in some wild music, and have
[Lso] Ai move sbout [ time with il with his penis flling up the
[hole of] a wheel made of tong wood. He causcd the Quecn-
dowager to hear of this, in order 1 entce her. The Queen-dowager
heard of it, and actwally wished secretly to have him. Lu Buwel
thereupon introduced Lo Al, and had someone falscly accuse him
Of 2 crime descrving castration. AU the same tme (Lu] Buwel
secretly told the Queen—dowager that if she could have (Lao Ail
faliely castrated, then he could be obtained to serve within [the
women's quarters]. At this, the Queen-dowager secretly gave heavy
bribes to the offical in charge of castration, to have him [that is, Lao
Ail falely condemned, pluck off his beard and eycbrows, and make
him 2 cunuch. In this way he came to enter the service of the
Quesn-dowager.”

For over two millennia such stories tamished the image of Qin and still cast 3
lingering shadow over the era.

Reappraisals

Recent scholarship has prescnted 3 more balanced picture, scknowledging that
Qi rule was harsh but alsothat the regime was respensibl forsigniicant central-
ing measures, The empire vas divided into commanderies (1), in tum subic
vided into counties (xian), with adminiswration entrusted to oficials whose
assignments, promations, and demotions dependzd on their performance. The
physical incgraton of the realm was fostered by  largescale road-building pro-
gram. Written communication was facilated by the creation of @ standard script
0 replace many local scipt. In addivion, the Fisst Emperor and hisadvisors also
unified weights and messures. Acts such s these 5o doubt proved invalusble to
subscquent generations of Han dynasty cmperors, who slo struggled to unify an
empire prone 1 disolution

‘Another major,akthough somewhat more controversal egacy of the Qin vas
s legal code. Most standard accounts mphasiz that the Qin code was exensive
and excessively harsh. One provision of the code that is often criicized is the
pracice of collctive punishment according o which the spouses, children, and
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often the extended fomily of & criminal woukl be punished, even put to death, if
they did notall denounce the offender. The purpose of this practce vas thre<fold.
Firs it was o nsure that famlis ook resporsibility for poliing their members;
Sccand, it prevented fumily mermbers from secking revense or rebelling against the
state; and third, it encouraged family members t denounce rather than to shild
cach other.

Another noteworihy aspect of the Qin legal code was its control of the private:
onductof its subjects. A man could b punished for filing to report forhis con-
script labor or for murdering his neighber, and he could also be punished for
having sex with somcone clse’s wie. In s smilar vein,  woman could be sevrely
punished for being rude o her in-laws. The most serous ofense with regard to
private conduct, however, was  lck of ilal pity to one's parents, an offense
punished by exccuton in the markerplace.*

‘Although from our perspective these codes scem harsh, they were far from
arbitrary. Consider two instructions for magistrates from the Qin code:

In trying s case, if e can use the documents 1o track down [the
evidence ] thei ststements, and get the factson the parties without
an investigation by beating, that is cansidered superior; investgation
by beating s considered inferior in additon, intmidaton is consid-
ered the worse [course of acion]

In general, when questioning parties o a case, you must firs lsten
1o cverything they say and record it with cach party developing his
statement. Alihough sou may know that he is lying, there is no
need  interrogate him immediately. When his sutements have
becn recorded in their entirety and there axe no explanations, then
interrogate him with interrogators. When interrogating him, once
‘again listen and record his explanatory statements n thei entisety;
once again, inspect the other [points] which lack explanation and
re-intermogate him sbout them. When you have interrogated him
to the greatest extent possible and he has lid repeatedly, has
changed what he has ssid but not submitted, should the law match
interrogation by beating, then investigate by beating. When you
have investigatcd by beating, you must compose 4 document
which reads:

Transcrpt

Because X repeatedly changed what he has said and there were no
explanatory statements, we question X by beating.

s seen here, torture, although allowed by the Qin code, was regarded as an un-
desirable, last resot 1o e avoided i possble and used only in compliance with
proper procedurss.
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