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INTRODUCTION

them from various points of view,
conventional thinking and sometj
ine altogether new possibilities.
Finally, literature awakens us to the richness an
Primary tool for engaging with, understanding, an
As we read more and more, seeing how diffe
feel their Jjoy, pain, love, rage, or laughter, we
possibilities for self-expression. Writing and
practice in discovering, expressing, and defe
dictory thoughts about both literature and

our command of language and our sensitivi
form or medium,

providing interpretation a
cial in our “information age.” By learning
language of a story, poem, a play,
affects others, we al

In so doing, it invites us sometimes

to question
MeEs to see its wisdom, even as it hel

Ps us imag-

d complexity of language—our
d shaping the world around us.
rent writers use language to help us
begin to recognize the vast range of
discussion in turn give us invaluable
nding our own nuanced, often contra-
life. The study of literature enhances
ty to its effects and meanings in every
nd communication skills especially cru-
to appreciate and articulate what the

Or an essay does to us and by considering how it
so learn much about what we can do with language.

; you can
explore the ways you do or don't agree with i.

2. Assume there is 4 reason for everything, Writers do make mistakes, but when
a work shows some degree of verbal control it is usually safest to assume
that the writer chose each word carefully; if the chojece seems peculiar, you
may be missing some nt for everything in a work, see

thing. Try to accou
what kind of sense ¥ and figure out a coherent pattern

ou can make of it,
that explains the text as jt stands.

two ways: Your knowledge of history

work, and the work may modify your
notion of a particular age.

WHY STUDY LITERATURE?

You may already feel the power and pleasure to be gained from a sustained
encounter with challenging reading, Then why not simply enjoy it in solitude, on
your own free time? Why take a course in literature? Literary study, like all disci.

plines, has developed its own terminology and its own techniques. Some knowl-
edge and understanding of both can




